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September 22, 2003

Denzil Noble, Acting Zoning Administrator
Department of Consumer & Regulatory Affairs
941 N. Capitol Street, NE, Suite 2000
Washington, DC 20002
Re: Building Permits B448736 and B450721 for 1626 Kramer Street, NE
Dear Mr. Noble,

ANC 6A requests a determination of whether or not the building permits for 1626 Kramer Street, NE (Lot 192 & 143, Sq. 4540) were issued in error and should be revoked. The building under construction would appear to be a “Youth rehabilitation home” under the zoning regulations. In an R-4 District, this use requires a special exception from the Board of Zoning Adjustment (BZA), which has not been obtained.
On February 6, 2003, Building Permit B448736 was issued to the Department of Human Services (DHS) to construct a “Residential Dwelling for Handi Cap.” The permit was revised per Building Permit B450721 issued on April 25, 2003. The building is being constructed for use by the Youth Services Administration (YSA).
On August 26, 2003, the ANC 6A Economic Development & Zoning Committee held a question-and-answer session with YSA Acting Administrator Letitcia Lacomba and other DHS staff. At the meeting, Ms. Lacomba indicated that the building would be used as a group home for up to six girls ages 13 to 17. The girls would be committed to the supervision of YSA by the court system. This is a different use than was indicated in the permit application, and would appear to be consistent with the definition of a “Youth rehabilitation home.”
Per 11 DCMR 199.1(f), a “Youth rehabilitation home” is defined as “a facility providing residential care for one (1) or more individuals less than twenty-one (21) years of age who have been detained or committed by a court pursuant to their involvement in the commission of an act designated as an offense under the law of the District of Columbia, or of a state if the act occurred in a state, or under federal law. The facility shall not house persons sixteen (16) years of age or older who are charged by the United States Attorney with a felony offense.”

Per 11 DCMR 335.1, “Youth rehabilitation homes, adult rehabilitation homes, or substance abusers’ homes for one (1) to fifteen (15) persons, not including resident supervisors or staff and their families, shall be permitted as special exceptions in an R-4 District if approved by the Board of Zoning Adjustment under § 3104, subject to the provisions of this section.”
ANC 6A is concerned that the Building Permits for 1626 Kramer Street, NE were issued in error based on a misrepresentation of the proposed use, and that a special exception from BZA is required.  ANC 6A would appreciate a determination on this matter before September 30, 2003.
Respectfully yours,

//original signed//
Joseph Fengler
Chair, Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A

cc: 
Councilmember Sharon Ambrose


Carolyn N. Graham, Deputy Mayor for Children, Youth, Families and Elders


Carolyn N. Graham, Deputy Mayor for Children, Youth, Families and Elders

Peggy Massey, Department of Human Services


Gottlieb Simon, Office of Advisory Neighborhood Commissions


Ron Whipple, Kramer Street Association of Rosedale
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