Alcohol Beverage License Committee
ANC 6A

January 17, 2005
Sherwood Recreation Center
Committee Members Present: 

Mary Beatty (Chair)

Tim Carney

Michael Herman

Tolu Tolu

Committee Members Absent:  Malcolm Ross, Lyndon Bonaparte, Tish Olshefski

Meeting called to order at 7:05 am.

Community Members:  None

I) Acceptance of Agenda.  No changes made to the agenda as published.  Mary Beatty asked for objections.  None.  Agenda approved.

1) Acceptance of Minutes.  Mary Beatty asked for objections to accepting the minutes of the December 20, 2005 meeting.  None.  Minutes Approved. 

II) Community comments.  None.

III) Updates of ANC6A Actions

Chair Beatty updated the Committee on matters considered by the ABL Committee at prior meetings.  She noted that the Park Economy Mart protest Roll Call hearing which was originally scheduled for December 28 had been postponed until January 25.  She plans to attend this hearing to represent the ANC.  

Ms. Beatty then reported that she had met with China House to explain the ANC’s voluntary agreement.  The owners were quite anxious to work with the ANC, and had already taken steps to disperse the young people who constantly loiter in and around their store, had installed a camera, and had begun cleaning around the store.  After the owners have a chance to have the agreement translated, we will begin negotiations.
Ms. Beatty also reported progress on the H Street Singles Moratorium, indicating that the Task Force would meet with Doug Fierberg on January 27 in order to finalize certain aspects of planning.
The committee unanimously adopted the following ABL Committee Goals for 2006:

1) Garner active support for singles moratorium among area businesses, churches, schools, MPD, and neighborhood associations

2) File and successfully represent ANC6a before ABRA on singles moratorium

3) Strive to have Voluntary Agreements signed with liquor licensees in ANC6a as they come up for renewal.

4) Establish reward program for liquor licensees that sign ANC6a voluntary agreement, with special recognition for those who sign singles provision.

5) Manage protests of liquor licenses within ANC6a

6) Work with ANC6a Public Safety Committee to recommend and pursue legislative solutions for public safety concerns around stores selling beer or liquor.

Following adoption of the goals then engaged in a lengthy discussion of the current ABRA process for protesting a license and how that impacts “standing” and negotiation of VA’s when multiple parties are interested in an application or renewal of license.  
This discussion was merged with a discussion of the recently requested amendments to ANC6a’s voluntary agreement with Joe Englert with regard to applications for Rock and Roll, Granville Moore, Beehive, and the Pug.  ABRA legal counsel has requested that the ANC revise their VA with these establishments to remove language defining a person of “intemperate habits” and has recommended that we drop language which requires that the licensee ask loiterers to “move on”, and in another section requires the licensee to call the police if the loiterers do not disperse.
On the first matter, there was general agreement that the process could be improved so that an ANC is not forced to protest in order to have standing in a license hearing.  It was suggested that ABRA should amend law or regulation to allow an ANC standing upon submission of a fully executed VA.  This would allow the ANC the opportunity to be present at mediations between other protestants and the licensee.  Further, options to discourage nuisance protests were considered, including raising the number of signature needed from 5 to 25, and charging a filing fee for any group of 25 other than an ANC.  It was agreed that Chair Beatty should draft a letter with these suggestions for signature by ANC Chair Joe Fengler.  (Draft Attached)

Regarding the amendments to our VA there was general agreement that we should eliminate our definition of “intemperate habits”.  Since there is no definition in DC law, committee members stated that the VA’s definition seemed arbitrary and difficult to enforce.  Regarding removing language related to loiterers there were differing views.  Ms. Tolu expressed a strong belief that the language violated civil rights since loitering laws had traditionally targeted black residents.  Others felt that having the “move on” clause in the agreement was an important element of discouraging illegal activity outside of stores including open containers and drug-dealing.  The committee agreed that we should seek some sort of compromise and that Chair Beatty should speak to legal counsel at ABRA to determine what type of compromise would be acceptable. 

The meeting was adjourned at 9PM.

Minutes submitted by Mary Beatty in absence of Committee Secretary, Tish Olshefski

