Report of the 
Alcoholic Beverage Licensing Committee (ABL)
of ANC 6a
May 17, 2005
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7 p.m.
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Absent: Chair Mary Beatty, Tish Olshefski; Patti Neil, Jessica Ward
Call to order
Meeting called to order at 7:10 pm.  
Approval of the minutes
Mr. Carney moved to accept the minutes of the April 15 meeting.  No objections.

Approval of the agenda 
Motion to accept agenda.  Accepted with no objections.

Old business
A. H Street Moratorium on Singles Strategy Discusstion

The definitions in DC law that are used to define a moratorium zone are explained in great detail for all present. A modified Portion area is seen as the best way to define the proposed moratorium zone along H Street.

· There is some discussion on the necessity of the moratorium and further clarification on the purpose and end goals of the moratorium.

· The language of the moratorium discussed, most of the committee is in agreement that using the Mt. Pleasant language word-for-word would be best. The endorsement received by Doug Fierberg in his meeting and the fact the ABC has approved it before weigh strongly on the committee’s opinion.  

· Identifying H Street business and community partners for the moratorium. Finding ways to keep the community as a whole informed and involved in the process. 

· Liquor licensing class was discussed, though greater clarity will be needed due to a conflict in city records and the licensing board data.

· The number of liquor stores on H Street is introduced by Tolu to the committee’s attention. She stated that the committee does not have the power to shut down business directly. Nor is it the purpose of the moratorium to cause businesses to close, just impact the method of sales.

B.  Special meeting of the ABL Committee, scheduled for Tuesday, July 24 regarding 4 new applications on H Street 

· Tim emphasizes the need to get a real cross-section of the community. For a more representative sample than at the ANC meeting on the 4th of May.
· The problem of parking quickly became central part of the discussion. It was suggested that a report and/or agenda from the appropriate ANC Committee be on hand in order let the community know that the problem is being addressed.

· There were questions on a strategy if the meeting is canceled. A number of individuals in the community had been informed by several means other than email. Some voice at least a discussion session or educational forum to help the community better understand what was being proposed from a more impartial source. Though no plan in the end was set in motion. 
C.  ABC Board Revision of ANC VA’s
The committee discussed the following draft procedures which were presented to the ABL committee by ABC Board Chair Chuck Burger at the April meeting.
Draft
Procedures for voluntary agreement review by the Alcoholic Beverage Control Board
1. The voluntary agreement is submitted to the Alcoholic Beverage Control Board (“Board”) by the signatories to the agreement for board review and approval. 

2. If the board determines that the applicant otherwise qualifies for licensure and that the voluntary agreement complies with (1) D.C. Official Code § 25-446(c) (2001); (2) Title 23 Of The District Of Columbia Municipal Regulations § 1609.1 (2004); and , (3) all other applicable laws and regulations, the board shall approve the agreement, issue an order, and send a copy of the order to the signatories to the agreement.
3. If the board determines that the voluntary agreement does not comply with D.C. Official Code §25-446(C) (2001), Title 23 Of The District Of Columbia Municipal Regulations § 1609.1 (2004), or any other applicable laws or regulations, the board will set the matter for a voluntary agreement legal review/mediation session with the office of the general counsel to address the board’s legal concerns regarding the agreement.
4. An amended voluntary agreement may then be resubmitted to the board by the signatories to the previous agreement for immediate review and approval pursuant to the procedure described in step 2 above.
5. If the parties are unable to reach an amended voluntary agreement, the board shall set the matter for a status hearing within thirty (3) days and reinstate any outstanding priorities.
6. Nothing in these procedures shall preclude the board from: (1) making technical changes to a voluntary agreement that have been mutually agreed to by the signatories to the agreement subsequent to the board’s initial review in step 2; and (2) incorporating these changes into a Board Order.

The committee agreed that the suggestion by ANC Commissioner Alberti, offered at the April meeting should be recommended for adoption within ABC procedures, which was accepted without objection:
Recommendation from the ABL:  Revise the proposed ABC Board procedures regarding unsolicited amendments to voluntary agreements – the ABC Board will include written explanations and rationale for amendments prior to a hearing or mediation.
Meeting adjourned at 9:00 pm.  

Respectfully submitted,
Malcolm Ross, Acting Secretary
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