ANC 6A ABL Committee

May 16, 2006- Minutes

Meeting called to order at 7:07 pm.

Committee members present:  Tim Carney; Mary Beatty; Tish Olshefski; Malcolm Ross, Michael Herman
Committee members absent:  Lyndon Bonaparte

ANC Commissioners present:  Gladys Mack (ANC6A07)

Community members present:  Walter Fields; Son H. Chu; Renee Thompson; Joe Bellino. Julia Park (Viggy’s); Lina Park (Viggy’s); Maynard Curry (New York Liquors); Rick Uzes; Hezekian Efferson (Northeast Beverage); Edmund (Friends Liquor); Lincoln Jerome Hart. (Family Liquor); Laura Peterson; Bernadette Efferson Greene; John Briley (Master Liquor); James Briley (Master Liquor); Alphonso C. Coles.  Also present:  the owner of Capitol Liquors.
I.  Agenda.  

Mary added an item to take first under new business – a new application for a class A store in the 900 block of H Street, NE.  No objection to addition.  Agenda accepted with amendment.  
II.  Minutes.  

Mary moved to accept minutes of April meeting.  No objections. 

III.  Community Comment:

Mary Beatty asked for any community comments on issues other than those on the agenda.  No community comments.
IV.  Old Business.  

Committee members provided updates on work on the moratorium proposal.  Malcolm is working on quality of life – litter, noise, public urination, collapsed individuals, attacks, etc.  He is still gathering information.  Tim Carney is working on business owners other than those who own alcohol establishments.  He has started a photo collage and talked with owners about the appearance of H Street on a Saturday morning.  Tish Olshefski is continuing outreach to schools and churches.  She has contacted more than 80 institutions in the ANC.  The committee is targeting early June to complete the proposal.
V.  New Business

1.  New liquor license application.  We do not have much information at this point.  No filing date, no petition date, establishment has not been placquarded that we know.  There are four class A’s between the 700 and 1400 blocks of H Street.  Comment from community that the establishment was a liquor store about 30 years ago.  Committee isn’t going to make a recommendation on protesting or not unless we have time before the hearing with more information.  
2.  Community Comment and Committee Recommendations on Class A  License Renewals.  
Mary Beatty outlined the process and our charge as the ABL committee – to hear community comment on the establishment as it impacts the peace, order and quiet of the neighborhood.  This includes such things as litter, whether it attracts criminal behavior, public urination, etc.  
A.  Family Liquors

710 H Street, NE.

Comments from the Community:  none

Comments from the Owner:  LINCOLN JEROME HART.  Provided a history of the business and his commitment to the community through support of local schools and residents.  He expressed frustration with the proximity to four bus stops and his ability to control litter and behavior and that Family Liquors is often the scapegoat.  Discussion between the committee and the manager ensued on whether he calls police about loiterers, his view of the source of litter and loiterers.  Manager also shared that he has made changes to the hours of business as had been requested by the ABC Board.  
Comments from the Committee:  Comments about public drinking and that the establishment is a gathering place.  This establishment has been identified in the past by some ANC members as a problem.  

Tim Carney moved to recommend to the ANC that the ANC not protest renewal for Family Liquors and pursue a VA that contains a single sales provision.  Second by Tish Olshefski.  Passed unanimously by those voting (1 abstention). 
B.  Jumbo Liquors – 

June 19th  1122 H Street, NE.
Comments from community:  none

Comments from owner:  no comments

Comments from committee:  Jumbo Liquors is on the same block as 1101 and Me and My.  1101 is currently operating under a VA with single sales ban.
Motion made by Tim Carney to recommend to the ANC that the ANC not protest renewal for Jumbo Liquors and pursue a VA that contains a single sales provision.  Second by  Tish Olshefski.  Unanimous vote.
C.  Viggy’s

409 15th Street, NE

Comments from Community:  Three residents spoke about this establishment and problems with littering, overgrown vegetation on parking lot, drug activity, narcotic sales, public drinking, sales to minors on the property, loitering, vagrancy, broken floodlights, etc.  Since this store has a parking lot in front of the store, much of this activity takes place directly on their property, rather than on public sidewalks.  A petition supporting a protest of the license, signed by 35 residents of the immediate neighborhood, was presented to the committee.  One resident, Laura Peterson, expressed concern that the petition is more reflective of residents who simply do not want a liquor store in their neighborhood.
Comments from Owner:  JULIA (daughter of owner)/LIVA (store manager).  States that the owners are willing to work with the community to solve these problems and that up until two years they weren’t having these problems.  She expressed surprise with the issues raised by residents.
Comments from Committee:  The committee received additional negative comments via email.  Mary Beatty, who represents the SMD where this store is located, stated that she had heard frequent concerns and complaints for the year and a half she has served as the  6a05 Commissioner. Committee members expressed concern over many issues raised and statements made by both community members and owners.
Motion made by Mary Beatty to recommend to the ANC that the ANC protest renewal for Viggy’s.  Seconded by Tim Carney.  Passed 4 to 1, Michael Hermann voting against.

D.  Friends Liquor

1406 H Street, NE

Comments from Community:  none
Comments from Owner:  present but none
Comments from Committee: none
Motion made by Tim Carney to recommend to the ANC that the ANC not protest renewal for Friends Liquor and pursue a VA with a single sales provision.  Seconded by Michael Herman.  Unanimous.

E.  New York Liquor

1447 Maryland Avenue, NE

Comments from Community:  none
Comments from Owner:  Wants to note they feel a part of the community and the business has had the same owner for 32 years.  Many of the principles of the business live in and support the community.
Comments from Committee:  none
Motion made by Malcolm Ross to recommend to the ANC that the ANC not protest renewal for New York Liquor and pursue a VA with a single sales provision.  Seconded by Michael Herman.  Unanimous.
F.  Northeast Beverage

1344 H Street, NE

Comments from Community:  none
Comments from Owner:  The owner pointed out that he lives over the store and has for 27 years.  Expressed concern about the decline in services from the city for street cleaning and police.
Comments from Committee:  Informed community members that the ANC6A is pursuing an approach for better police coverage and a comprehensive approach for H Street.  View expressed that this is an exemplary Class A licensee on H Street.  

Motion made by Tim Carney to recommend to the ANC that the ANC not protest this renewal and pursue a VA with a single sales provision.  Seconded by Malcolm Ross.  Unanimous.

G.  Capitol Liquors

1835 Benning Road, NE

Comments from Community:  Gladys Mack ANC Commissioner spoke about the owner’s participation in community activities and their efforts to keep the area clean at a busy intersection.  

Comments from Owner:  Present by none
Comments from Committee:  none 
Motion made by Malcolm Ross to recommend to the ANC that the ANC not protest renewal for Capitol Liquors and pursue a VA with a single sales provision.  Seconded by Tim Carney.  Unanimous.

H.  Master Liquors

1806 D Street NE

Comments from Community:  Comments made that the owners seem to be trying to work with the community and participate in community activities.  
Comments from Owner:  Owners spoke of their brief history with the establishment and their other business ventures in the neighborhood.
Comments from Committee:  Committee raised questions about the source of litter and public drinking around the store.  Owner can’t say specifically that it comes from his store.  Point raised that the other store in the area has signed a VA but it does not contain a single sales provision.
Motion made by Tim Carney to recommend to the ANC that the ANC not protest renewal for Master Liquors and pursue a VA without a single sales provision.  Seconded by Michael Herman.  Unanimous.
Mary Beatty will communicate directly with each business that has been recommended to pursue a VA after recommendations are considered by the full ANC.  She described the new 3-member committee process for VA negotiations.  
Additional community discussion ensued regarding single sales and store owner responsibility for activities around their stores.

Move to adjourn 8:57 pm Next meeting:  June 20, 2006 at 7:00 pm.
