ANC 6A ABL Committee

September 19, 2006
Minutes

Meeting called to order at 7:04 pm.
Committee members present:  Mary Beatty; Michael Herman; Tish Olshefski; Malcolm Ross
Committee members absent:  Lyndon Bonaparte
Community members present:  LaZerrick Howard; Eric Griffin; Monir Islam; Shushan Israel; Sherry Howard; Wilhelmina Brown
I.a.  Welcome/Introductions

Committee members introduced themselves.  Tim Carney has resigned from the committee.  We now have 5 committee members and Mary would appreciate help getting additional members.  Our quorum is now 3.  
I.b. Agenda
Chair Beatty moved to accept the agenda.  No objections.
II.  Minutes.  

Chair Beatty moved to accept minutes of June meeting.  No objections. 
III.  Community Comment
Chair Beatty asked for community comment on any issues not already on the agenda.  Mr. Howard asked about H Street redoing sidewalks.  Ms Beatty responded that supposed to start sometime in the fall.  Need to get this done soon.

IV.  Old Business
A.  H Street Moratorium Filing

Petition for a moratorium on the sale of singles on H Street was filed three days ago.  We are waiting for a hearing date.  Have commitment from Commander Groomes and our current Council Member.  
B.  Viggy’s Protest

Went to our first roll call hearing.  Commission asked that we come back with a VA and we are working on that.  A neighborhood group is joining with the ANC separately to protest.  They want to combine their wishes with our standard voluntary agreement.
C.  Woodward Liquors

We protested for density reasons.  Owner withdrew his application for economic circumstances.
V.  New Business

A.  Class CR Application – Liquid, 914 H Street, NE; LaZerrick A. Howard, Owner
Comments from Owner:

Mr. Howard is planning to open a restaurant/lounge.  With him at the hearing are the restaurant manager and financial manager.  The restaurant will be 2,500 square feet; kitchen with 800 sq. ft. in the cellar; restaurant with 1200 sq. ft. on the first floor, Lounge with 600 sq. ft. on second floor.  Hours of operation.  M – W, 4-11; Thursday-Saturday; 4-2.  Number of employees:  17;  Number of seats:  70 people.    Their focus is mainly on food; lounge will have entertainment.  The will be applying for a beverage license.  The building is a shell right now, bought it three years ago and got together with the concept of bringing dining to H Street.  H Street is changing and they want to be a part of that change.  Looking to be part of the revitalization from 8th to 10th street.  
What type of entertainment and what type of license are they applying for?  The owner is in the process of applying for an entertainment certificate.  The entertainment will be a unique blend of live entertainment—live jazz, bands, r&b, but also comedy.  They are going after a mid to older crowd.  Music will be at the front of the lounge, upstairs and they are planning to put a sound barrier.  

Mr. Howard has lived or worked in the community since 1990, bought first property at 17th & Independence in 1988 and then moved to 5th & K for 8 years and still owns them.  No longer lives in DC but his business is in DC.  

What is background of other partners?  Want the restaurant to be the main focus.  This will bring the clientele back.  Restaurant manager’s background was with the American Café, worked with Peasant Restaurants out of New Orleans until that was taken over by Morton’s of Chicago.  Opened new restaurants mostly.
How frequent is the live entertainment?  The entertainment will probably be two nights a week.
Suggestion made to contact Derrick Woody with Great Streeets about the sidewalk renovations and the current trees and the new landscaping plans.  

Have they considered opening up on Sundays?  After the place is up and running, they may do brunch.

Malcolm:  thinks that it will be difficult for them at first and hopes they stick with it and figure out ways to draw the clientele they need.  

Mary:  this is what H Street needs to break the ice on restaurants.  Want to ensure it’s a business that won’t disturb the peace.  Will work with them on Voluntary Agreement.
Chair Beatty moved that we recommend to the ANC no protest of the application and that we pursue a voluntary agreement.  Seconded by Tish Olshefski.  Unanimous vote.  Motion carries.
Move to adjourn 7:52 pm.   Next meeting:  October 17, 2006 at 7:00 pm.
