Report of the 
Alcoholic beverage licensing committee (ablc)
Of anc 6a
October 18, 2005
Sherwood recreation center
7 p.m.
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Call to order- Meeting called to order at 7:04 pm.  
I) Welcome/introductions
II) Approval of the minutes 
Motion:  mary beatty moved to accept the minutes of the september 20, 2005 meeting.  No objections.  Passed.
III) Approval of the agenda
Motion:  mary beatty moved to accept the agenda.  No objections. Passed. 
IV) Community comments
Raphael martin needed to leave early, so made his comments regarding 1101 convenience mart during this portion of the meeting.  He feels that the owner is a responsible owner, and commended him for being a sponsor of the recent h street festival.  
V) Update
1) Standard voluntary agreement cr, ct, cn – rewrite
Chair beatty explained that the rewrite of the va’s for on premise consumption was approved by the anc.
2) H street singles moratorium—strategy document
Chair beatty indicated that the strategy discussed at prior meetings was approvied by the anc.
VI) Old business
1) Hahu grocery, 1451 maryland avenue, ne
Community has concerns and is proceeding with a protest.  Anc has asked the abl committee to make a recommendation to the anc about dropping or continuing the anc protest.  
Some issues:  
· There is a class a next door that already was an exemption.  
· Located near 400 ft. Of school.  
· Nuisance issues raised by community.  Mary beatty stated that the sense she gets from marc borbely is that the community isn’t looking for a compromise on the issuance of this license.  They just don’t want the facility there.  It currently functions more as a mini mart than a grocery.   
Mary beatty moved:  if the abc rules that the 400 foot rule does not apply, the abl committee recommends that the anc continue the protest and begin negotiations on a voluntary agreement.   Seconded by  tish olshefski.  Vote passed 5 to 1.
VII) New business
1) License renewals anc 6a—discussion and public comment
A) Yon lee/1101 convenience mart/1101 h street, ne (6a02)
B) Dr. Fazi/dc express/1504 east capitol street, ne (6a04)
C) China house/1601 benning road (6a07)
D) James su/j&k market/234 15th ne
E) Sam yu/lees grocery/1025 7th ne
Chair beatty explained that every 2 years every license comes up for renewal, and that the abl committee would schedule each for a community hearing.  A hearing provides an opportunity for the community to give input in the renewal process.   Committee will hear comments and give store owners an opportunity to speak
Community comment:  
Lance brown 16th street, re:  china house
Lives three houses from china house.  Don’t oppose their having a liquor license.  Observed that their establishment seems to be the source of a broken glass problem in the neighborhood.  Do sell glass bottles and do sell singles.  A lot of the neighborhood drinkers who drink in public, discard their bottles and cause problems on the street and yards.  Can an agreement be struck to see a reduction/elimination of glass containers in that establishment? (response:  all of the standard voluntary agreement can be modified.)
Gladys mack.  Anc commissioner.  China house is in her neighborhood.  Not sure if she is opposed or just wants them to straighten up their act.  Things coming out of that store that are not legit.  They are selling liquor and cigarettes to minors.  Has a lot of litter.  Garbage disposal is on public space.  Quite greasy around that area.  Does try to keep it clean in the front.  It is ada accessible which is a positive.  Can a carry-out operate that type of license?
Laura brown.  Live a few houses down from china house.  It’s affordable, it’s good.  They are polite.  It’s not an awful establishment in that regard.  I come home late at night.  I see kids age 15 and younger holding bottles of liquor, walking down the street chugging these things.  I don’t think that killing the liquor license or the china house in general is the answer, but would rather they not sell glass.  Need to address the concern about selling to minors.  Want to see their renewal agreement more stringent about enforcing their license.  (response:  we could ask for an investigation on selling to minors.)
John bucholtz:  speaking on behalf of j&k grocery.  It’s a true grocery.   We have a newborn and a two year old and they have a lot of things that we need.  Clear signs in front.  No loitering, no pan handling, no drugs, etc.   There continue to be problems with this though even though the owners call the police consistently.  In terms of license renewal they are a good custodian of the community.  (response:  wednesday night there is going to be the public safety committee, and later is the psa for this area.)
Committee comments:
Patti:  made observation that usually if there is a problem the public comes to protest.  there were not many people there….so perhaps people are happy with these stores.
Lyndon:  4 of the 5 have said that they are willing to negotiate a new voluntary agreement.
Mary:  we need to investigate china house and what type of establishment it is.  May need to recommend a protest of china house to get a ruling about violations, selling to minors, etc.  
Comment on moratorium strategy from owner of j&k when he first started the business 20 years ago they weren’t selling as many singles.  Clientele has not changed, it wasn’t pushed by the manufacturers to sell singles but now it is. They are responding to a need from the community based on what the manufacturers are pushing.  Rappers advertise it.
Commissioner mack commented that those who sell singles prey upon her people..  By targeting the poorer members of the community, they negatively impact their health.
Yon lee of 1101 convenience mart commented that the moratorium should include a larger area, even include the entire ward.  He thinks if a store owner signs an agreement to not sell singles, that they should be supported by the community.

Motion:  the abl begin negotiations with 4 of these licensees on a 1101, dc express, j&k & lee’s to sign a current standard voluntary agreement; that the anc protest the renewal of china house.  Second by mike herman.  Unanimous vote.
VIII) Adjourn  8:15 pm.  Next meeting is november 15 at 7:00 pm
