ANC 6A ABL Committee

October 17, 2006
Minutes

Meeting called to order at 7:10 pm.
Committee members present:  Mary Beatty; Tish Olshefski; Michael Herman
Committee members absent:  Lyndon Bonaparte; Malcolm Ross
Community members present:  Ronnie Allison (Napa Valley Caterers); George Velazquez (Napa Valley Caterers); Frank Hankins (R&B Coffee House); Jesse B. Rauch; Anwar Saleem
I.

a. Welcome/Introductions - Committee members introduced themselves.  
b. Agenda - Chair Beatty moved to accept the agenda.  No objections.
c. Minutes - Chair Beatty moved to accept minutes of September meeting.  No objections. 
II.  Community Comment
Chair Beatty asked for community comment on any issues not already on the agenda.  None.
III.  Old Business
A. Viggy’s Liquor Store Renewal Protest.  We have had two hearings.  Viggy’s asked for more time to review the voluntary agreement and indicated to Chair Beatty and Joe Bellino, who leads a separate neighborhood protest, that they want to meet later, before the November 15 hearing.  
B. Liquid.  914 H Street.  Presented a Voluntary Agreement and received a signed VA with slight changes re:  operating a television.  Chair Beatty will speak with them about the change and get a new signed copy.  We can accept this VA and will turn the VA over to Joe Fengler. 
IV.  New Business

1.  Liquor License Applications – H Street, NE

a.  George Velazquez.
Mr. Velazquez is the general manager of Napa Valley Caterers with Business Partner and Exec Chef Ronnie Allison.  The catering company has been in business for 6 years.  They purchased 1015 H Street three years ago and recently decided to open a restaurant in the property.  Currently under renovation scheduled to be completed in December 2006.  They are pursuing a CR license.  Restaurant will be open for dinner from 4:00 – 11:00 every day and will determine at a later date opening for lunch.  Cuisine is California Bistro style with a French twist.  Restaurant and kitchen on first floor and with second floor for overflow or private dinners.  Third floor is private, residential.  

Music will be piped in, no live entertainment.  Anticipate seating about 50 downstairs, no specifics in upstairs.  Will employ five kitchen staff; anywhere from 3 to 6 service staff and a bartender.  
Motion:  Mary Beatty moved that we recommend that the ANC NOTprotest the application for a CR License for (NAME) and that we seek a voluntary agreement.  Seconded by Michael Herman.  Unanimous.
b. Frank Hankins.  R&B Coffee House.  135? H Street, NE
Mr. Hankins purchased R&B Coffee as of two Saturdays ago.  Intention is to maintain the coffee bar.  Property includes a section on the second floor of 1357 H Street which has a separate bar of its own.  Owner intends to open this area as a wine bar with no intention of serving hard liquor; but will complement the wine menu with a few select bottle beers, no taps.  Anticipates offering cheese, other light fare, things you would expect with a glass of wine.  Owner will be applying for an entertainment endorsement.  Entertainment will be light jazz, guitar, poetry readings, etc.  Expected hours of service are:  Sunday Noon to midnight; Saturday Noon to 2:00; Monday – Thursday 4:00 to midnight; Friday 4:00 to 2:00.  The name SOBA Expresso and Wine.  

Motion:  Michael Herman moved that we recommend that the ANC NOT protest the application and offer a standard VA.  Seconded by Mary Beatty.  Unanimous.  

2.  H Street Moratorium Hearing.  January 17, 2007

a.  Hearing will start at 10:00 am and they are scheduling 4 hours for that hearing.  This will be the only item on the agenda for that day.  
Committee discussed ideas for testimony:

1.  Police on reduction in loitering & crime. Commander Groomws was chief in Mt. Pleasant when that moratorium was initiated.  She is our number one witness.  Mary Beatty will be responsible for getting her there.

2.  Business Community – merchants other than liquor store owners or  perhaps the H Street Main Street people.  Tish volunteered to follow up on this re:  economic development.

3.  ANC Mary Beatty.

4.  Mayor’s office.  We should contact before the election.  Mary Beatty will follow up on this.
6.  Church community that protested the Woodward Liquor application.  Probably Douglas.   Will seek them out for their support.  Mary Beatty will do this with help of Anwar Saleem and Commissioner Marshall.

7.  School community – see if we can get a witness.  Tish Olshefski will follow up.  

Our attorney will be coordinating and prepping the witnesses.  

Question from Community:  Is it possible to get an amendment?  6C might want to come with us to get the moratorium all the way down H Street. 
Answer:  It is possible any time before the hearing.  
V.  Adjourn.  Move to adjourn 8:03 pm.   Next meeting:  November 21, 2006 at 7:00 pm.
