Alcohol Beveral License Committee
ANC 6A

November 15, 2005
Sherwood Recreation Center
Committee Members Present: 

Mary Beatty (Chair)

Lyndon Bonaparte

Tim Carney

Tolu Tolu

Tish Olshefski (Secretary)
Michael Hermann
Committee Members Absent:  Patti Neal; Malcolm Ross
Meeting called to order at 7:00 am.
Commissioners Present:  Mark Borbey (ANC6A06); Gladys Mack (ANC6A07); Nick Alberti (ANC6A04)
Community Members:  James Lewis; L. Jamerson Adams; Andre Davis; William Alexander, Jr.; Thomas Roy; Chung Yull Shim; Daisy D. ?; H. J. Arman; Soon Nom Park; David Shim; Chae Won Shim; Jordan Washington; Assefa Arefaine; Gary Cha.  (Others present who did not sign in as requested).

I.  Acceptance of Agenda.  No changes made to the agenda as published.  Mary Beatty asked for objections.  None.  Agenda approved.
II.  Minutes.  Mary Beaty asked for objections to accepting the minutes of the October 18, 2005 meeting.  None.  Minutes Approved. 

III.  Community Comment

Mr. Adams.  CEO of Capitol Hill Carpet.  Our community 6a06 is being flooded with drug activity.  We have cleaned it up to some degree but don’t feel that the commissioner is aware of what is going on in the community.  Need to have the commissioner take a better look with police district 1D (PSA 103).  (Mr. Adams was advised that the public safety committee meets on the 2nd wed of every month at Miner Elementary.)
IV.  Updates of ANC6A Action.  All recommendations and motions made at the October 18 ABL Committee meeting were passed by the ANC and the ANC will move forward on a protest of China House and with beginning the process to sign voluntary agreements with the other establishments.

V.  Old Business

A.  H Street Moratorium Task Force needs to schedule a meeting to follow up on tasks/assignments.  The Task Force members (Mary Beatty, Tim Carney, Lyndon Bonaparte, Malcom Ross).  The Task Force will meet once in November and once in December.  In response to an audience question, this is only a task force meeting to assign tasks, not an open committee meeting for public comment, so there will be no notice to the community of the meeting dates/times.  Discussion continued on the specifics of the moratorium.  
B.  ANC December meeting:  The next meeting will be December 20.  4 to 2 vote to hold the meeting.
VI.  New Business 

A.  We have 5 renewals to review and act on.  

Me and My Supermarket--petition date:  12/12

Parks Economy Market--Petition date:  12/12
Bella Market--petition date:  12/19

S&T Supermarket--petition date:  12/19

Sun and Moon Grocery--petition date:  12/19

Mary Beatty asked for a show of hands for comments on each renewal and the order was determined by the renewals with the greatest number of audience members electing to speak.  Because of the number of community members and our limited time, please limit comments to 2 to 3 minutes.

1.  Sun & Moon Grocery
Community members making comments:  Mr. Lewis; Ms. Adams; Mr. Roy; Mr. Davis; Mr. Adam; Mr. Pittman and store owner Mr. Chae Won Shim.  Generally positive comments from all community members who spoke.  Many times pointed out that problems with the citizens at the bus stop directly in front of the store are not related to sales at the Sun & Moon Grocery.  Mr. Adams presented a petition signed by community members who say they have gotten good service from the owner.  
Committee/Commissioner Comments/Questions:  
Tolu Tolu:  I do frequent the Sun and Moon store and have not one bad thing to say about the store.  Store owners are very respectful to me.
Tim Carney:  Is the standard voluntary agreement an option here?

Commissioner Borbey:  I passed out 150 flyers to the community asking them to come to the meeting if they have any concerns.  I received 3 letters and had one comment that the shop is ugly but can’t deny a license for that reason; and another comment that the building needs extensive façade work.
Mary Beatty:  Comment from an email:  The Sun & Moon on H Street should close its doors.  Saw a grown man urinating in front of the store.

Michael Hermann moved that the Committee recommend no action.  Seconded by Miss Tolu.  After discussion by the committee the motion amended to take a no protest action and offer a standard voluntary agreement.  Further discussion.  Vote:  6 to 1

2.  Parks Economy Market
Community members making comments:  Ms. Nixon; Mr. Yuzes and owner Mr. Soon Nom Park.  Issue raised about inconsistencies between the posted name of the store (Nom Economy Market) and the name on the renewal application (Parks Economy Market); and that the sign posted for the renewal is not legible from a foot away.  Issues raised about the presence of loitering individuals who harass community members.  Comments were also shared from emails representing about 25 people.  There is no voluntary agreement with this market.  Point also raised that we need stores such as this in the neighborhood but the condition of the building needs a lot of work.  Owner shared that he has the paint and materials to replace the sign to reflect the proper name and an estimate is given that the work should be done in two to three weeks depending on the weather.  

Mary Beatty moved that the committee recommend a protest to this license renewal application at the same time we begin negotiations on a voluntary agreement.  Seconded:  Lyndon Bonaparte.  Discussion including a request that we make clear to the ANC that the protest is just really a holding pattern until the agreement is signed.  Vote:  5 to 2.

3.  Me and My Supermarket
Community members making comments:  Mr. Washington.  There are no problems with this store. Owner Mr. David Shim:  pointed out that this neighborhood has gotten significantly better over the last 17 years.  He tries to deal with loitering and drinking issues to the best of his ability.  He has a board ordered restriction on the times he can sell singles. 
Committee/Commissioner Comments:  

Miss Tolu:  Problem is that this store can’t sell singles and other stores in the area can.  

Mary:  Has he ever been offered a voluntary agreement?  (Response is that there may be a cooperative agreement.)
Tim Carney: There were people in the neighborhood drinking publicly.  May have gotten better but it still exists.  There is another store across the street and it may have come from there.

Mary Beatty moved that we take no action and offer a voluntary agreement to review and sign.  Seconded by Lyndon Bonaparte.  No discussion.  Vote:  7 to 0
4.  S&T Supermarket
Community Comments:  None

Committee/Commissioner Comments:  

Nick Alberti – We have an agreement with Mr. Arefaine, the owner 

Mary Beatty moved that the Committee recommend no action.  Seconded by Tish Olshefski.  No discussion.  Vote:  7 to 0.  
5.  Bella Market

Community comments:  None

Committee/Commissioner Comments:  None
Mary Beatty moved that the Committee recommend no action and present the owner with our standard voluntary agreement.  Seconded by Lyndon Bonaparte.   No discussion.  Vote:  7 to 0.
B.  ABRA protest moved to the December meeting. 

Meeting Adjourned at 9:02 pm.  Next meeting on December 20, 2005.

Respectfully submitted by Tish Olshefski, Secretary
