ANC 6A ABL Committee

December 18, 2007
Minutes

Meeting called to order at 7:00 pm.
Committee members present:  Mary Beatty, Tish Olshefski, Derrick Figures, Richard Sundberg.  Absent:  Jeremy Marcus, Michael Herman, Mary Koszinski.
Community Members Present:  Frank Hankins (SOBA)
I.   a. Welcome/Introductions - Committee members introduced themselves.
b. Agenda – Motion to accept agenda.  No objections.
c.  Acceptance of Minutes – Motion to accept November minutes.  Comments of Mr. Robert Pittman at the December, 2007 ANC meeting regarding accuracy of minutes will be included in ANC minutes.  No objections.
II. Community Comment
      None
III. Discussion-Old Business
A. Viggy’s Protest – Update
1. No change in the update since last month.  Viggy’s is going to be sold (15th & C, NE) so our protest is being held pending the resolution of the sale.  At this point the sale is pending, we have a VA that is negotiated and the new owner indicates that he will sign the VA at the conclusion of the sale.  Therefore, our protest is still active.
B. Printing of Stickers
1. ANC approved $300.00 for printing of stickers.  Jeremy can proceed with getting stickers made and send bill to ANC Treasurer.
C. H Street Moratorium—Next Steps
1. The ANC approved our recommendation to continue studying.  There was a common theme to the questions and suggestions for further information made by the audience.  (i.e, How can we know what an appropriate number would be?  Where did other areas draw the line?  When did they know they were overly dense?  What should the denominator be if we use a percentage:  all storefronts, all licensees, etc?  When to do this?  What areas to look at for comparisons?).  Recommendations for follow-up:

i. Consider finding an urban planning expert to conduct a research project, perhaps students or a graduate student.

ii. Bring speakers to future Committee meetings.  Richard has a contact at the building museum and also has contacts for Dupont East and U Street.  Invite Drew Ronnenberg to the February meeting to talk about a possible study.  
iii. Consider the timing of storefront/CT/CR counts in various neighborhoods.  
iv. Hold a second hearing in July to report what our progress is on information-gathering.
New Business

A. SOVA Stipulated License

a. Frank Hankins came before us a year ago.  SOVA opened on Veteran’s day, has been in business for 5 weeks now.  Patrons ask regularly about when he’s getting liquor license and he has more and more theatre-goers coming in.  Establishment has gotten good support from the neighborhood as well.  Mr. Hankins applied for a license but issues between previous owner, landlord and Mr. Hankins dragged the process out.  It was 7 months before that issue was resolved and during that time he couldn’t move on any licensing process.  He then encountered zoning issues with connecting door to the property next door.  The application was finally sent three weeks ago.  Mr. Hankins learned of the possibility of a stipulated license and asked to come before our ANC to make the request.  
b. Tish Olshefski moved that the committee recommend to the ANC to approve a stipulated license for SOBA.  Seconded by Derrick Figures.  Unanimous vote.
V.  Adjourn.  Move to adjourn 8:00 pm.   Next meeting:  January 15, 2008.
