Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A

Alcohol Beverage Licensing Committee

Box 75115

Washington, DC 20013

Minutes

February 17, 2004

Sherwood Recreation Center

The meeting was convened at 7:10 pm. Present: Chairman Michael Kuiken, Brenda Artis, Richard Sundberg, Wes Grooms, Charles White

1. Introduction

Michael Kuiken stated that the purpose of the hearing was to gather the views of the community as to whether there should be a single community standard for the support of liquor licenses.  He said there would be three hearings, and that public input was important.  He said that written comments would be accepted until March 15th.  He then opened the floor for comments.

2. Jessica Ward

Commissioner Ward expressed her view that the Committee’s involvement in voluntary agreements would interfere with what protesters have been working on since last July, and would be a duplication of effort. She pointed out that protesters of licenses have spent a great deal of time working with stores, appearing before the ABC and working on mediations.  It would be better, she feels, if the Committee were to work on setting a moratorium standard.  She  said a moratorium would not be permanent, lasting about five years.

3. Joe Fengler

Commissioner Fengler stated that Commissioner Ward’s comments were well-taken, but the purpose of these hearings is not to be involved in the current cycle of license renewals, but to develop a standard for the 2005 renewal cycle.  He expressed his view that he feels it is important to take the community through a process of discovering whether it wants a minimum community standard.  The question is not whether there should be a moratorium, but to discuss what the process should be.  The question is what community response will be in the future.

4. David Trumbull, 13th and F Streets NE

Mr. Trumbull said he has been as resident of the neighborhood since 1980.  He is concerned about a store on 13th Street that has been a valuable part of the community, and can’t understand why there is protest about the store.  He stated that problems on the street near the store are the problem of police, and it’s not the responsibility of the owner to monitor what’s happens on the street.  He stated that the operation of the store is ideal, and if all stores could be operated like that it would be ideal—community-based, with good customer service.   It should be set up as a model for other establishments.

5. Nick Alberti, 1500 North Carolina Ave. NE

Commissioner Alberti said that the ANC had not discussed when the ANC would become a party to the protest of a liquor license.  His hope is that as one result of this discussion will be to develop the triggers for ANC participation in a protest.  He said that community involvement and ANC involvement are not the same thing, and the ANC should have its own criteria.  He believes in a broad standard, what the community would like to see around a liquor store. He mentioned several areas: the sale of certain products that may attract people who don’t have the interest of the community in mind, particularly the sale of singles; what are the standards we want to see for Class B stores, that should be grocery stores that sell liquor, and are now basically liquor stores with a few groceries. 

6. Derek Wood, 13th and F Street NE

Mr. Kuiken and Commissioner Fengler, in response to a question from Mr. Wood, explained their view of what the purpose of these hearings are, explaining what the role of the ANC is, and whether the ANC should use its “great weight” on a consistent basis or on a case-by-case basis.

Mr. Wood asserted that there needs to be a dialogue with the ANC to make sure the establishment is in tune with the community, and while sometimes it is on a case-by-case basis, and sometimes broadly, everybody should know what’s happening and be kept informed.  

7. Elizabeth Haig

Ms. Haig asked about the process:  assuming the community wants a standard in the future, and in January 2005 stores up for renewal will have to accept those minimum standards, and if not, would the ANC then use its “great weight?”  Mr. Kuiken  explained the process, that if the community decides it wants a standard, there will be another set of three hearing to determine what the standard is. 

8. Ms. Lee, N A Minut Grocery

Ms. Lee, the owner of N A Minut expressed her concern about attempts to control the sale of single bottles.  While the ANC does positive things, they can’t dictate for her customers.  She doesn’t understand why it is such an issue.  The sale of single is not connected to people hanging out in front.  Mr. Kuiken stated that he would invite her to the hearing with merchants.

9. General Discussion:

Mr. Trumbull raised the issue of keeping the meeting open and making all decisions in t he open and Mr. Kuiken and Commissioner Fengler assured him that the meetings were well advertised and the community would be informed and part of every step of the process.

Commissioner Alberti pointed out that standards would be beneficial to business owners as well as the community.  If there’s a standard, he said, everyone will know what’s expected of them, and the businesses can measure their conduct of business, and the community can measure their concerns.  He also expressed his hope that at the hearing at which the merchants appear their views will be emphasized.  Mr. Kuiken stated that they not only will be able to testify and submit as much written material as they like, but the record will be kept open after the meeting for those who can’t be present.

Mr. Wood raised the issue of community participation, noting that there were not many people present, and the issues should be reintroduced to the community, and should be taken more directly to the people.  Commissioner Alberti suggested that ANC Commissioners present the project at meeting of community organizations.  A suggestion was made to blanket the community with flyers.

Charles White expressed his concerns about groceries that sell cigarette papers, right next to the candy that children come in to buy, and the sale of single cigarettes to children.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:15.
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