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REPORT OF THE 
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE LICENSING COMMITTEE
OF ANC 6A
October 19, 2004
Sherwood Recreation Center
COMMITEE ATTENDANCE

Present:




Richard Sundberg
Committee Member, Acting Chairman




Michael Herman
Committee Member




Marc Borbely

Committee Member

Mary Beatty and Brenda Artis were absent.

COMMISSIONER ATTENDANCE




Jessica Ward

6A06

CALL TO ORDER: Mr. Sundberg called the meeting to order at 7:02 p.m. Mr. Herman arrived at 7:12 p.m., whereupon there was a quorum present.

NEW BUSINESS:

I. Welcome of New Members to Committee
Mr. Sundberg welcomed to the committee three new members, appointed by the ANC at its September meeting: Mr. Herman, Mr. Borbely and Ms. Beatty.

II. Interim Chair Position

Commissioner Ward reported that the ANC had appointed Ms. Beatty as interim chair of the committee, through 2004, in response to Michael Kuiken’s resignation from the committee. Mr. Sundberg, Mr. Borbely and Mr. Herman expressed their confidence that Ms. Beatty would serve the committee well.

III. Representatives to Attorney

Jessica Ward reported that the ANC at its last meeting appointed her and Commissioner Nick Alberti as the ANC’s official representatives to correspond with attorney Douglas Fierberg regarding liquor license renewal protests in the negotiation stages for certain establishments on H Street. Ms. Ward assured the committee that she and Commissioner Alberti would remain in touch with the community. She said the overriding factor in balancing the need for confidentiality with the attorney with public transparency will be that the ANC is a public commission, spending public money, and therefore needs to be accountable and open with the public.

IV. Change of Address

Commissioner Ward proposed that the official mailing address for the committee be changed to the ANC’s PO Box to relieve ANC Chair Joseph Fengler of the burden of having to receive all the committee’s mail at his residence.

MOTION:  Mr. Sundberg moved, Mr. Borbely seconded, to recommend that the ANC send a letter to ABRA requesting that it change its mailing address of record for the committee to the official ANC 6A mailing address: P.O. Box 75115, Washington, DC 20013. The motion passed unanimously (3-0-0). 

V. H Street Moratorium on Alcoholic Beverage Sales
Commissioner Ward raised and the committee briefly discussed the idea of trying to obtain a moratorium on the sale of singles on H Street. Commissioner Ward said she would favor a restriction along the lines of Council Member Adrian Fenty’s moratorium in Ward 4. She said a moratorium should ban the sale of singles of all beverages, 70 ounces or less. It should permit the sale of six-packs but nothing less. She said a requirement that manufacturers’ packages not be broken up is crucial; otherwise, beverages will taped together and an investigator will be unable to see clearly whether containers are being offered for sale in less than six-packs. A moratorium like this would reduce public drinking by deterring those customers who would buy a 24-ounce can to drink in front of the store, Commissioner Ward said.

Commissioner Ward said that her concern about a ban on the sale of chilled singles is that enforcement would be very difficult or impossible: how can an inspector know whether cold singles are being sold? (Better wording would be prohibiting a store from refrigerating single containers, she said.)

MOTION:  Mr. Borbely moved, Mr. Sundberg seconded, to place on the agenda for the November committee meeting a discussion about what strategy the ANC should pursue in regards to liquor licenses on H Street: a moratorium approach or the a voluntary agreement approach. The motion passed unanimously (3-0-0). 

Commissioner Ward pointed out that 15th Street is a business corridor and so perhaps should also be included in a moratorium.

MOTION:  Mr. Herman moved, Mr. Borbely seconded, to place on the agenda for the November committee meeting a discussion about including the 15th Street corridor in any moratorium. The motion passed unanimously (3-0-0). 

VI. 1368 H St. NE -- CR License "Majestic".
Maurice Evans, representing Ms. Gwnedolyn Reese, who was also present at the meeting, requested the committee’s support for an application for a new, stipulated Class CR license for “The Majestic By Gwen,” an establishment owned by Ms. Reese and located at 1368 H St. NE.

Mr. Evans, formerly the chief of investigations for the D.C. Alcoholic Beverage Regulation Administration, said the predecessor establishment at the location operated a CR restaurant. That establishment had signed a voluntary agreement with various community members, including Robert Pittman of the Linden Place Neighborhood Association. Mr. Evans said it was his understanding that the voluntary agreement would not remain in effect, since Ms. Reese was applying for a new license instead of transferring the previous one. He said Ms. Reese plans to negotiate with the signers of the previous voluntary agreement. The committee examined the current voluntary agreement with the former establishment and noted certain key provisions, dealing with trash, pay phones and noise.

Mr. Evans said Ms. Reese will be applying for her own certificate of occupancy for a restaurant. He said she understands that she could not obtain a public hall license as a matter of right (it would require a special exception or variance from BZA).

Mr. Evans said Ms. Reese intends to offer a full-service restaurant and live entertainment (jazz, rhythm and blues, blues, and pop, but no hip hop, go-go, or reggae). She intends to offer a full-service menu. She inherited an extremely small kitchen, with no commercial stove, but she plans to operate with a steam table and a microwave for a limited time, so she would not have to purchase sprinkler or hood-and-vent systems. There is an extensive basement, which she is in negotiations with architects to renovate into a full-service kitchen (with stoves and ovens). 

Mr. Evans said Ms. Reese is aiming for a mature clientele of 38 years and up. The Majestic would be a place to go and have a good meal and listen to a piece of music. The maximum capacity would be about 40 or 50 on the first floor, as well as about that many on the second floor.

Mr. Evans said the establishment would operate from 11 a.m. to 2 a.m. Mondays through Fridays and 11 a.m. to 3 a.m. on Saturdays.

Commissioner Ward pointed out to Ms. Reese that a stipulated license is a risky thing to operate under, because the license would be immediately suspended the moment a protest is filed. A stipulated license allows an establishment to operate while applying for a regular license.

Mr. Evans said Ms. Reese would be amenable to signing a voluntary agreement with the ANC. Mr. Borbely said he would be comfortable supporting a stipulated license for the establishment if the applicant is willing to sign a voluntary agreement that contains the major provisions of the voluntary agreement that the prior establishment at 1368 H St. NE had agreed to.

Committee members and Mr. Evans discussed possible terms of a voluntary agreement. 

MOTION:  Mr. Borbely moved, Mr. Sundberg seconded, to recommend that the ANC support Ms. Reese’s application for a stipulated CR license for “The Majestic By Gwen” at 1368 H St. NE with the understanding that the applicant sign a voluntary agreement with the ANC stating that 1) no outdoor pay phones be installed outside establishment, and that any that are there be immediately removed; 2) any soundproofing currently in the establishment not be removed, and that the noise generated by the establishment not become a neighborhood nuisance; 3) litter on the outside of the establishment be picked up daily, sometime within the first hour of business, as well as sometime within the last hour of business; 4) the ANC will work with the licensee and mediate for a resolution with the owner before filing a complaint with ABRA; 5) should any other protests arise from community members, the ANC will attempt to mediate the dispute between the licensee and the community members for resolution. The motion passed unanimously (3-0-0). 

VII. Meeting Place
Commissioner Ward pointed out that Sherwood Recreation Center should be reminded of the committee’s regular meeting time (third Tuesday of each month, at 7 pm), to ensure the availability of a meeting space. Mr. Borbely volunteered to do so.

VIII. Secretary
MOTION:  Mr. Sundberg moved, Mr. Herman seconded, that Mr. Borbely be appointed secretary for the committee through December 2004. The motion passed unanimously (3-0-0). 

IX. Family Liquors
The committee discussed briefly whether or not the ANC should rescind its letter of support (sent to the Alcoholic Beverage Regulation Administration) for Family Liquors. Commissioner Ward stated that there is little to no community support for the establishment, that the ANC wrote its letter of support for the establishment because of the testimony of four community members and the support of Commissioner Wanda Stephens-Harris, but that 40 people had protested the renewal of its license in 2003.

MOTION:  Mr. Sundberg moved, Mr. Borbely seconded, that the ANC consider at its November 11 monthly meeting whether or not to rescind its support for Family Liquors. The motion passed unanimously (3-0-0). 

X. Next Meeting

MOTION:  Mr. Borbely moved, Mr. Sundberg seconded, that the committee discuss at its November meeting implementing a system whereby each establishment whose license is up for renewal is asked to come before the committee, with the public given an opportunity to air any complaints and the licensee given an opportunity to respond. The motion passed unanimously (3-0-0). 

MOTION:  Mr. Borbely moved, Mr. Sundberg seconded, that the committee discuss possible guidelines for deciding when to join a community-initiated protest of a liquor license, possibly based on some of the following criteria: 1) whether community members have gathered a certain number of signatures from neighbors of the establishment; 2) whether a certain number of neighbors of the establishment have come to a committee meeting to state their position; and 3) whether there are one or more persons from the neighborhood willing to lead the effort. The motion passed unanimously (3-0-0). 

The next meeting is scheduled for November 16, at 7 p.m, at Sherwood Recreation Center.

ADJOURNMENT

MOTION:  At 8:56 p.m., Mr. Sundberg moved, Mr. Borbely seconded, to adjourn the meeting. The motion passed unanimously (3-0-0). 
Respectfully submitted by Marc Borbely, Secretary


