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Alcohol Beverage Licensing & Public Safety Committee (ABL &PS”)

Committee Chairperson: Commissioner Jessica Ward (SMD6a06)

Email: jward.anc@verizon.net; Phone # (202) 396-3193 * Fax # (202) 396-2918

Agenda for September 24, 2003

7:00pm Quorum Call (No quorum)
 Members in Attendance:

Jessica Ward

Tom Taylor

Richard Sunberg

Gordon Keller
7:15      Call the meeting to order



Adopt Agenda – Seconded and approved


Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes – Seconded and approved 

7:16 
Special Orders: 

1.    New ABL & PS Committee Member Julius Johnson of Single Member District 01 (Com. Wanda Harris’s SMD) and PSA510. 


7:30
Reports of Officer’s

1. Chairperson’s Report 

A. Reschedule November & December meetings (holiday conflict). Combine Nov & Dec meeting to the December 3rd from 7-9 at Miner ES.
B. Vice Chairperson’s Report – Assistant United States Attorney Tom Taylor will be transferred from MPD 5th District. Assistant United States Attorney assigned to 5D is Anita LaRue. New Chief of Homicide Major Crimes Section is Jenny Anderson. And Brad Weinsheimer is the Chief of General Felonies Section.  5D’s US Prosecutors can be contacted at phone number (202) 514-7566.
· Victim impact explained by Committee Member Tom Taylor.  Tool for prosecutor to give judge requesting sentencing be maximized due to negative impact on quality of life. Taylor asked if Committee members or attendees had interest in drafting other such letters for use with specific crimes. Discussion for Drugs, Prostitution, and POCA (Possession of Open Container of Alcohol) was suggested. Taylor (will draft letters for next meeting).
C. Secretary’s Report – Improving ABL & PS effectiveness letter to Commissioners will be tabled.
7:52
Guest Speaker- “DC Sanctuary & Art Gallery” (1355 H St. NE) Anthony Williams (not the Mayor) presented for the owner, Mr. Smith, who is out of town.  Mr. Williams is curator and artist in residence. Informed Residents of a show coming up on the Oct 1-3 by Nigerian artist.  Focus of business is showcasing local artists.  Attempting to create a safe space for artists to work in.  Hours of operation are by appointment except Friday nights.  Mr. Williams said “no alcohol is served” currently but seeking an ABC license; music is “low-key” with a DJ; guests dance and food offered is chips.
8:00 
Community Comments – Residents stress against any type of liquor licensing for DC Sanctuary & Art Gallery. Music and dancing with alcohol provided isn’t consistent with an art gallery but more of a night club. Chairperson Ward suggested that Mr. Smith come before this committee to discuss future ABC license application.  Ward commented that during an ABC Board Findings of Fact Hearing on 9/17/03 DC Sanctuary & Art Gallery presented by Mr. Smith, was cautioned by Chairperson Burger on continuing to serve any alcohol during “private parties”.  Ward strongly suggested to Mr. Williams to seek an ABC “One Day” License for future events where alcohol is provided. Committee Member Taylor expressed concern of sound proofing (lack of), DJ music, dancing, admission charge and possible Club atmosphere which has a possibility of a negative community impact by attracting drug-dealing and increasing personal safety issues. 
8:35
Unfinished Business for ABL: 

1.   Committee Letter requesting ANC6a to oppose all ABC licenses in an effort to   obtain a “Voluntary Agreement” between the community and merchant. Ward read the letter she drafted. Taylor suggested letter would have more impact with specific ABC Applicants and licenses designated.  Ward will rewrite draft letter to include specific licenses. 

2.  Excello Liquors: ABC Board approves ANC6a’s “great weight” standing
ABC Board’s.

A. Findings of Fact Hearing  6/25/03 & 9/3/03. Board finds Excello in violation of current Voluntary Agreement with the sell of wines 750ml or less; no MPD log and payphone not removed.  ABC Board  declines to impose a monatary fine for violations, nor to suspend or revoke Excello’s license.
B. Status Hearing 7/23/03; 9/24/03. Attorney Paul Pascal is Representative for Excello’s Class “A” license transfer to In-A-Minit. The Board denies Protestant Representative Jessica Ward’s request for a Protest Hearing. Mandatory mediation will be scheduled. Status Hearing is scheduled for Novemeber 5, 2003 at 9:30am.

8:00 
Community Comments: Resident(s) concern with illegal activity and intimidation tacktics by suspected drug dealers in PSA512. Request any assistance from Committee or ANC. 
8:20 
New Business for Alcohol Beverage Licensing: 
1. ABC “ Retailers Class B”   (Beer & Wine ) renewals – protest letter written by Commissioner Alberti opposing Yonni’s, Anita Market, J&K (15th & C). Residents presented letter opposing Anita’s renewal.  Recommendation made to oppose renewal of class “B” licenses.  Jessica made motion to oppose, Gordon entered second, passed with no opposition by members or attendees.
2. Family Liquors Retailers Class “A” ABC Board Order – Jessica discussed order.
9:00 
Unfinished Business for Public Safety: 
1. Victim Impact Statement
Victim impact explained by Committee Member Tom Taylor.  Tool for prosecutor to give judge requesting sentencing be maximized due to negative impact on quality of life. Taylor asked if Committee members or attendees had interest in drafting other such letters for use with specific crimes. Discussion of Victim Impact letter for Drug Crimes, Prostitution, and OACA (Open Alcoholic Container Arrest) was requested. 

2. Parking Petitions
Residential Parking Permit 
8:50 
New Business for PS 

1. 5D MPD- CMDR Greene’s CAC meeting for community announced. Community was encouraged to attend and discuss safety concerns in person with District Commander.
2. Payphones- Excello pay phone located in front of 419 13th St. NE is in violation of Voluntary Agreement– motion made by Ward to recommend to the ANC6a a request to Public Space Committee for immediate removal of pay phone at 419 13th street  , seconded Keller, no opposition by members or attendees, approved with.
9:15      Adjourned
