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Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A


April 14, 2005, Tentative Agenda

Miner Elementary School, 15th and F Streets NE

7:00pm
Call to order, adopt agenda and approve previous meeting’s minutes


Community Comments (2 minutes each)

7:10
Community Discussion, The Great Streets Initiative, Mr. Derrick Woody, Office of the Deputy Mayor for Planning & Economic Development, (202) 727-2981, derrick.woody@dc.gov
7:35
Community Discussion, Anacostia Riverwalk Trail, Mr. Steve Lee, Senior Mediator, Justice & Sustainability Associates, LLC, (202) 610-0005, steve@jsallc.com
7:45
Commissioner’s Single Member District reports (2 minutes each)

7:50
Officer Reports:

1.
Chair (5 minutes)
A.
H Street NE Neighborhood Commercial Overlay District Testimony to Zoning Commission

B. 
Capitol Hill Transportation Study - Leadership Meeting update and approve Ms. Dea Varsovczky as the ANC 6A representative for future transportation study meetings.
2.
Vice-Chair, Secretary (as required)

3.
Treasurer (20 minutes)
A.
Approve monthly treasurer’s report and previous month’s disbursements

B.
Approve Quarterly Report (please read ahead of time, details attached)
C.
Mid-Year Budget Review (please read ahead of time, details attached)
D.
Approve monthly photocopying expenses

8:15
Standing Committee Reports:

1.
Alcohol Beverage Licensing (15 minutes)
A.
Approve use of legal representation on the matter of S&T voluntary agreement. 

B.
Approve voluntary agreement with Martini Lounge.

C.
Initiate moratorium on the sale of single alcoholic beverages on the H Street Corridor and obtain legal counsel to assist in this effort.

D. 
Accept Committee Report.

2.
Economic Development and Zoning (5 minutes)
A.
Send letter to HPRB on MedLink residential development.

B.
Accept Committee Report.
3.
Community Outreach (5 minutes)
A.
Recommendation: That each commissioner be allowed to purchase as many as four dispensers/frames, using the funds already allocated for this purpose, that the dispensers may be of whatever type that will attach most readily in the chosen location, and that the posting be done by volunteers.
B.
Accept Committee Report.

4.
Public Safety (2 minutes)
A.
No recommendations.

B. 
Accept Committee Report.


5.
Schools Committee (30 minutes)
A.
Recommendation: ANC work to help connect volunteers in the community to work with Parent Coordinators and PTA Presidents.

B.
Recommendation:  ANC invite representatives from the D.C. Public Schools and various city agencies to the May ANC meeting to present their vision for the Hilltop Campus, including Spingarn SHS and Browne JHS, which serve about one-third of the high-school-age and junior-high-school-age children attending public schools in ANC 6A.

C.
Recommendation:  That Schools Committee compiles a list of social services available in the District.

D.
Recommendation:  ANC send a letter to DCPS Superintendent Clifford Janey requesting that his staff investigate reports by staff at Spingarn SHS that the Individualized Education Programs (IEPs) of special education students at Spingarn have not been updated yearly, as required by law, and to correct any deficiencies immediately.

E.
Recommendation: ANC agree in principle to hold neighborhood meetings at various schools serving ANC 6A, including Spingarn SHS, so that invited officials, including the mayor, will spend time in the schools.

F.
Accept Committee Report.
9:15
Unfinished Business
1. None

9:15
New Business.

1. ABC Board Oversight and ANC “Great Weight” (Fengler) (2 minutes)
2. ANC send a letter to the Chair of DC Parks and Recreations Committee, Councilmember Kathy Patterson, that funding for the Lovejoy Park be restored to the Fiscal Year 2006 DC Capital Budget (Beatty) (5 minutes)
9:25 
Community comments – Round 2 (if time permits)

9:30
Adjourn

Time limits in parenthesis and italics are for notional planning to ensure we complete all required business. 

Minutes, March 10, 2005

Present: Commissioners Alberti, Beatty, Borbely, Fengler, Holden, Ibangha, Mack and Rice 

  The meeting was convened at 7:00 pm. 

 1. Agenda

Two items were added to the agenda under New Business:  6. ANC 6A-6C Joint Ad on PSAs, increased appropriation; and 7. Schools Capital Budget.  The agenda was adopted without objection.

2. Minutes

The minutes for February were approved without objection. Commissioner Borbely requested a correction to Commissioner Ibangha’s bio in the January minutes. The correction was approved without objection.  

3. Community Comments
A community resident complained that Rosedale is not part of the “Hot Spot” program, and Commissioner Fengler suggested that he work with Commissioner Mack on seeing what can be done in that area.  He mentioned the work being done on a limited section of H Street.  Commissioner Mack said that the Hot Spot designation had been removed several months ago.

Lisa Alfred spoke about the drive to recall Councilmember Sharon Ambrose.

4. Single Member District Reports
Commissioner Rice reported that there will be a public meeting about the Medlink site.  The designer will present preliminary plans for the project.  The meeting will be on March 16th at 7 pm at St. James Episcopal Church.

Commissioner Beatty announced that the PEPCO substation at 13th and D NE has finally been sold to a developer who has plans to use the site for residential development, and will come before the community within the next few months to discuss his plans.  He has also purchased the neighboring sites of Excello and N-A Minit.

Commissioner Holden reported that at her SMD meeting her constituents discussed the 6A01 MAP area, using the information that had been provided by Peter Jones.

Commissioner Ibangha reported that he will have an SMD meeting at Eliot Junior High School on March 15th at 7 pm.

Commissioner Fengler reported that a lot of great things were happening: a drug house at 800 F Street NE was seized by Federal marshals, a man was arrested and the building is now owned by the Federal marshals; and the multi-agency plan for H Street is proceeding, with three Commissioners involved.

Commissioner Borbely announced a monthly clean-up on H Street.  He also reported that NCRC had released its vision for 12th through 14th Streets of H Street including the R.L. Christian Library, and has expressed a willingness to discuss the plan with the community.  He also thanked Transportation Planner Chris Delfs for budgeting repairs to the sidewalk at 624 13th Street for FY06.  Finally, he reported that a new club, Majestic by Gwen has applied for a Class C liquor license, which will have music and light entertainment.  The date for filing a protest is April 12th, and he solicited comment from the community.

5. Officers Reports
Chair: Commissioner Fengler reported that the Voice of the Hill ad soliciting committee membership was so successful that several committees now have a queue of people waiting to participate.  He said that having too many people is the best kind of problem to have, and it makes the Commission stronger to have 40 community members serving on five committees.

Treasurer:  Mr. Alberti presented the Treasurer’s report.  The report shows that the opening checking account balance was $4,264.80, and that the savings account balance was $4,132.52.  Motions:  Mr. Alberti moved that checks be enumerated separately but accepted with a single motion.  It was approved without objection.  Mr. Alberti moved that checks for the following amounts be approved: $135 to Roberta Weiner for transcribing meeting minutes (Check #1236); for $25 to the ANC Security Fund (Check #1234); for $1,232 to Bode and Grenier LLP for legal services (Check #1238); and for $219.63 to Kinko’s copying expenses (Check #1235).  The motion was approved without objection, leaving a checking account balance of $12,653.17, and a savings account balance of $4,133.92, for a closing total of $6,787.09.  Motion: Mr. Alberti moved to approve the Treasurer’s Report.  It was approved without objection. 

Motion: Mr. Alberti moved that $600 be approved for copying of ANC materials, and that up to $50 be approved for copying each Committee’s materials and each SMD’s materials for April.  The motion was passed without objection.  

6. Committee Reports
Economic Development and Zoning

Letter of Support to HPRB for addition to 122 Tennessee Avenue NE

Motion: Commissioner Rice moved that the ANC send a letter to the Historic Preservation Review Board supporting the addition of a one-story sunroom addition to 122 Tennessee Ave NE. The motion was approved without objection.

H Street Zoning Overlay:  

Commissioner Rice said that an ANC Commissioner would have to be authorized to testify for the Commission at a Zoning Commission hearing on April 7th on the H Street NE Neighborhood Commercial Overlay District, and outlined several amendments to the plan submitted for approval by the Zoning Commission, including the addition of a recommendation that affordable housing be included as a preferred amenity for developers, and that only half of affordable housing be built at 80% of Average Median Income for the neighborhood, and the other half at 50% or less.  

Commissioner Fengler outlined the history of the overlay district recommendations, including that it had been a year and a half project done in cooperation with ANC 6C, in a unique process where the two Commissions met jointly.  He said that 95% of the recommendations that emerged from that process made it into the plan that will be considered by the Commission, and the additional recommendations are on the remaining 5%. He said that this was a tribute to the hard work and diligence of Commissioner Rice that so much of the Commission’s work has been integrated into the plan.  Commissioners Borbely applauded the Committee for its support for affordable housing.

Commissioner Rice said that Richard Layman had suggested at the ANC 6D meeting that because H Street had not been designated a historic district, it was necessary to include language to make certain that signage was consonant with historic district guidelines. Motion:  Commissioner Rice moved that the proposed overlay regulations be amended to include § 1324.14 be added to say that signage along the corridor be subject to review by the DC Historic Preservation Office for compliance with design guidelines.  It was approved without objection.

Commissioner Fengler offered the following motions: Motion:  To add to §1320.4(c) that fast food establishments will occupy no more than 25% of linear street frontage that occupies space along any sidewalk that face roadways. He said that this was suggested by people within his SMD.  Commissioner Rice added that similar restrictions occur in other parts of the city including the 8th Street SE overlay.  It was accepted without objection.  Motion: Commissioner Fengler moved that § 1325.1 be amended to add “provide for safe and efficient pedestrian movement” at entrances and alleys.  This too is in the 8th Street overlay.  It was approved without objection.  Motion: Commissioner Fengler moved to amend § 1320.2 (c) to add the word “serving” retail, shopping, etc.  It was approved without objection.  Motion: Commissioner Fengler moved to amend § 1320.2 (d) to add  establish design guidelines for new and restored buildings “that are consistent with the historic character and scale of the overlay district.”  This is to encourage people who want to build on H Street to keep the historic flavor of the street, rather than build a Foot Locker-like structure.  The amendment was approved without objection.  Motion: Commissioner Fengler moved that the ANC 6A testimony on the H Street overlay be approved as amended.  It was approved without objection.  Motion: Commissioner Fengler moved that Commissioner Rice and Commissioner Fengler be authorized to testify on April 6th.  The motion was approved without objection.

Motion: Commissioner Fengler moved that the report of the Economic Development and Zoning Committee be accepted.  It was accepted without objection.

Alcoholic Beverage and Licensing

S&T Grocery
Commissioner Beatty reported that the ABL Committee had voted to become a party to the voluntary agreement for S&T Grocery, which has been accepted by the ABC with two amendments.  Both parties had agreed to the revisions in principle, but new information has come to light, which should preclude ANC support for the agreement.  Commissioner Alberti reported that the original voluntary agreement had been written to ban the sale of malt liquor except in manufacturer provided six packs.  This was done because there is a problem in the neighborhood with public drinking.  In December, the owner agreed to the ban.  The ABC voided that provision of the agreement, and the owner has agreed to it.  Therefore, the protest should be continued.  Commissioner Alberti feels, after conversations with the owner’s representative, that he plans to return to his old destructive practices.  Motion: Commissioner Beatty moved the ABL committee’s motion to discontinue the Commission’s protest against S&T Grocery.  It did not receive a second, and failed.  Motion: Commissioner Alberti moved that he and Commissioner  Beatty have the authority to represent the ANC in the disposition of the S&T Grocery protest.  Both Commissioners have to agree on a course of action.  The motion was accepted without objection.

Commissioner Beatty added the Committee is working on a comprehensive plan for H Street, and invited community input at the next meeting of the ABL Committee on March 15th.

Motion:  Commissioner Fengler moved to accept the report of the Alcoholic Beverage and Licensing Committee.  It was accepted without objection.

Commissioner Fengler interjected that there is an on-going series of positive activities around the development of H Street: the zoning overlay, a comprehensive plan for alcoholic beverages; the removal of parking restrictions; the multi-agency plan for the emerging area of the street.  Each Commissioner has been involved in making it work, and it’s hard to see when it’s dealt with in a quick piecemeal fashion, but there is a very comprehensive plan to work with H Street, and it’s finally paying off.

Community Outreach
Elizabeth Nelson suggested that thank you letters be written to those who have hosted ANC and Committee meetings over the past years.  Motion: Commissioner Fengler moved that the Commission approve the writing of thank you letters to those who have assisted the Commission with its meetings.  The motion was approved without objection.

Ms. Nelson announced that she wants to start working on Commissioner pages on the ANC website, including bios, messages to the constituents, etc.

Motion: Commissioner Borbely nominated Brian Hayden to replace LaVerne Law as a member of the Community Outreach Committee. The nomination was accepted without objection.

Motion: Commissioner Fengler moved to accept the report of the Community Outreach Committee.  It was accepted without objection.

Public Safety
Raphael Marshall reported that his committee meeting was on the third Wednesday of the month, at 7 pm, at the Sherwood Rec Center.  He said he is still looking for members. He said that Bill Wright, who does public relations for the Fire Department and EMS, would be the guest speaker at the next meeting, as Ward 6 has the largest number of fires and deaths due to fire in the City.  He will also have police officers to talk about the problems within the PSA. Commissioner Fengler asked that Mr. Marshall devote some time at the meeting to developing goals for his committee.    Motion:  Commission Borbely nominated Mark Laisch to serve on the Public Safety Committee.  The nomination was approved without objection. Commissioner Beatty nominated Alfie Taylor to serve on the Committee.  Her nomination was accepted without objection.

Schools 

Commissioner Borbely said that Committee members were needed from SMDs 1, 2, 3, 5 and 8.  He gave a brief description of the Committee’s goals.  Motion: Commissioner Alberti nominated Mark Williams, and Commissioner Borbely nominated Mary Spencer to serve on the Schools Committee.  Both nominations were accepted without objection.

Motion: Commissioner Fengler moved the acceptance of the committee’s report.  The report was accepted without objection.

7. New Business
Letter of Support for Capitol Hill Classic
Motion: Commissioner Fengler moved that the ANC send a letter of support for the Capitol Hill Classic 10k race.  It was approved without objection.

Letter to DC Department of Transportation on Lincoln Park Signs
Commission Alberti said there had been a community meeting to discuss whether there were community objections to the Capitol Hill Seventh Day Adventist Church’s parishioners parking around the Lincoln Park on Saturdays.  There was much discussion on both sides.  Motion: Commissioner Alberti moved that a letter be sent to DDOT and the National Park Service requesting more information on the parking situation at Lincoln Park.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Rice and approved without objection.

Letter to HPRB Requesting Delay of Medlink Development Hearing
Motion: Commissioner Rice moved that the Commission send a letter to the Historic Preservation Review Board requesting a delay in hearing the request of the developers of the Medlink site for approval of their plans until after the community has an opportunity for input.  The motion was approved without objection.

Distribution of One-page ANC Agendas on Lamposts

Motion: Commissioner Borbely moved to allocate $100 to pay an ANC 6A resident to distribute 96 ANC agendas on lampposts.  They would be posted one week before the meeting, and removed three day after the meeting.  He said there are ANCs in Northwest who do this, and stated he is aware that there are people who don’t want to see papers on lampposts. He also suggested that there are some Commissioners who want to do this and some who don’t.  He said he would ask the Outreach Committee to develop an implementation plan.  After discussion with the Chairman, the motion was withdrawn in favor of a discussion of the issue.  

Bruce Robey asked about the legality of doing such a thing.  Commissioner Borbely explained that it was not illegal, but governed by specific regulations.  Lisa Alfred suggested that it be delivered to people’s mailboxes.  It was pointed out that that was illegal. Virginia Gaddis pointed out the problems with nails in trees, but that there was not a problem with lampposts. A community member stated that in her building, as in many, there was no way, because of security, to do door-to-door delivery or posting.  Elizabeth Nelson suggested waiting a month to see what impact the informational flyer has in encouraging new attendees.  John Turner said he liked the idea, and it was worth a try.  

Commissioner Fengler said he was dead set against it.  He said ANC 6A is the only ANC in Ward 6 that advertises in both the Voice of the Hill and the Hill Rag, and that each Commissioner is allotted $50 each month for copying and can therefore already post agendas publicly.  There is no need for an ANC-wide policy on lamppost posting.  Commissioner Mack said that the local papers do not come into her community, and she would like to see the posting. Commissioner Alberti said he can’t support the motion, but he would support sending the issue of increased outreach to the Outreach Committee.  He said he always gets negative feedback when he posts flyers, and suggested that were this to be instituted that volunteer posters be used as a way of engaging more people.  Commissioner Holden said that she has enlisted block captains to get flyers out to the neighborhood.  Commissioner Fengler suggested that the Outreach Committee brainstorm on ways to increase outreach.  Commissioner Borbely asked wither it could be done in the next month or two.

H Street Liquor License Protest Update
Commissioner Beatty gave some of the background on the attempt by the ANC to get a voluntary agreement signed by the establishments on H Street.  Some voluntary agreements have been signed, but progress has been slow, with the big item being objections to ending single sales, because no store wants to be first to give them up.  She believes the solution may lie in working toward a general moratorium on H Street. Commissioner Fengler said these negotiations have been going on for two years, and the problem has been the ABC’s push to get a settlement, no matter what it is.  He reviewed the background of developing community standards, and having poor results going one store at a time.  

Commissioner Holden asked whether since the Commission is changing direction whether the attorney should continue to be retained.  Commissioner Borbely said that changing directions is a big decision that should be considered by the full Commission.  Motion: Commissioner Borbely moved that a letter be sent to Doug Fierberg asking him to take no further action on the seven stores on H Street until further notice. It was approved without objection.  Commissioner Alberti mentioned that Friends Liquors was about to sign an agreement and asked whether they were still being asked to sign.  He was told they were.  Commissioner Borbely asked whether there was a record of how Mr. Fierberg had been using his time, and Commissioner Alberti told him there was.

Joint ANC 5A-6C PSA Ad Allocation

Commissioner Fengler said the ANC had approved, in February, a $250 allocation for a joint ANC 6A-6C ad encouraging community participation in local PSAs.  ANC 6C allocated $500; an additional $250 from ANC 6A will enable the purchase of a larger ad.  Motion: Commissioner Fengler moved that an additional $250 be allocated for an ad on behalf of PSAs 102 and 103.  The motion was approved without objection.

Capital Finding for DC Schools
Commissioner Borbely stated that the School Board will be considering its capital budget and funding for modernizing R.H. Terrell JHS, serving ANC 6A, was slated to be cut substantially.  Motion:  Commissioner Borbely moved that a representative of the ANC be authorized to testify at the school board hearing on March 16, to ask, on behalf of the ANC, that the school board request capital funding above the $147 million for FY 2006 that the mayor has told the board he will approve. The school board should ask for what it needs to provide first-rate schools. Commissioner Alberti said that the ANC knows very little about what the schools need as opposed to what the City’s other needs are.  He said the Commission could look foolish testifying without full information.  Commissioner Holden said that the School Board should ask for what it needs.  Commissioner Mack said that she is aware of the needs of the schools and she will be voting in favor of the motion.  Commissioner Borbely said there is a $400 million surplus, and some of that money should be going to schools.  He said he is not asking for a specific sum, just more to meet the needs of schools that have modernization plans.  The motion carried by a vote of 5-1, with Commissioner Alberti opposed and Commissioners Rice and Beatty abstaining. Commissioner Borbely moved and the ANC approved without objection that Schools Committee member Mary Spencer be the ANC’s authorized representative to make this statement at the March 16 hearing.

Community Comments
LaVerne Law expressed her concern about the influx of traffic into the new H Street entertainment district.  She also announced that the Atlas Theatre will be officially opening on April 17th.

Lisa Alfred complimented the ANC on its meeting packet and website.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:45.

March 30, 2005

Angela Tilghman, Principal

Miner Elementary School 

601 15th St. NE 

Washington DC  20002

Dear Ms. Tilghman,

For the past two years you have provided a meeting place for Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A and have recently begun providing space to the Schools Committee, as well.  We want to express our sincere appreciation for the time and effort you have put in to helping us hold these public meetings, which are crucial to the functioning of our city.  

Please share our thanks with Ms. Brenda Artis, of your staff, who has made a special effort to ensure our access to your building.  She is extremely reliable and supportive of our meeting requirements – no matter how short the notice.  

On behalf of the Commission,

Joseph Fengler

Chair, Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A
March 30, 2005

Minister Thompson

Church of the Lord Jesus Christ of the Apostolic Faith

1235 C St. NE 

Washington DC  20002

Dear Minister Thompson,

For the past two years you have provided a meeting place for the Community Outreach Committee of Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A.  We want to express our sincere appreciation for the time and effort you have put in to helping us hold these public meetings, which are crucial to the functioning of our city.

Once again, thank you.

On behalf of the Commission,

Joseph Fengler

Chair, Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A

March 30, 2005

Ms. Maria Barner, Director

Sherwood Recreation Center

Corner of 10th and G Sts. NE

Washington, DC 20002

Dear Ms. Barner,

For the past two years you have provided a meeting place for the Alcohol Beverage Licensing Committee of Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A.  We want to express our sincere appreciation for the time and effort you have put in to helping us hold these monthly public meetings, which are crucial to the functioning of our ANC.

Thank you, also, for agreeing to host the meetings of the Public Safety Committee of Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A.

On behalf of the Commission,

Joseph Fengler

Chair, Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A
March 30, 2005

Paulette Page, Director

Capitol Hill Towers

900 G St NE

Washington, DC 20002

Dear Ms. Page,

For over two years you have provided a meeting place for the Economic Development & Zoning Committee of Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A.  We want to express our sincere appreciation for the time and effort you have put in to helping us hold these monthly public meetings, which are crucial to the functioning of our Commission.

On behalf of the Commission,

Joseph Fengler

Chair, Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A
The Great Streets Community Discussion.  The Great Streets Initiative is designed to implement completed and approved plans which comprehensively highlight new opportunities to invest in physical development strategically and public realm improvements along the District’s major corridors. There are approximately 30 major corridors which pass through neighborhoods within the District of Columbia and offer an opportunity to showcase the diverse quality of life in the District. In certain locations along the corridors, the land use conditions are good. These sections could benefit from public realm improvements and consistent maintenance. However, where there are commercial districts or industrial zones along the District’s major corridors, the character of the corridors reduces greatly. These zones are typically located at key intersections and represent the greatest potential for visible improvements.
The goals for the initiative are:

A. To make major corridors and boulevards throughout the District of Columbia clean, safe & attractive neighborhood destinations which represent the city’s diversity and overall quality of life.

B. To use public tools to leverage private investments and enhancements.
C. To provide neighborhood preferred goods and services in well maintained facilities while retaining, expanding and attracting businesses.

D. To create broad stakeholder support and participation in the initiative.

The framework for the initiative will focus upon the following priorities:

1. Realizing investment and redevelopment opportunities by creating and adopting strategic land development plans significant community input and support.
2. Enhancing the public realm and mitigating impacts.  Developing comprehensive transportation, streetscape, open space and public art frameworks.
3. Implementing approved plans and creating tools to assist.  Working proactively with local businesses, property owners, developers, neighborhood associations and others to realize new investment. Employing existing and new public incentives or policies to assist with plan implementation.
4. Maintaining our investments.  Implementing clean & safe strategies for all corridors.
5. Encouraging active participation of residents, businesses and developers.  Creating immediate neighborhood improvements and providing regular and easily accessed updates on our progress
The first round of Corridors includes:

· 7th Street – Georgia Ave NW (Mount Vernon Square to Eastern Ave) – 5.6 miles

· H Street NE – Benning Road (North Capitol St to Southern Ave) – 3.5 miles

· Martin Luther King Jr. Avenue SE (Good Hope Rd to South Capitol St) – 2.59 miles

· Pennsylvania Avenue SE (2nd Street SE to Southern Avenue) – 2.67 miles

· South Capitol Street (Martin Luther King, Jr. Ave. to Southern Avenue) – 1.15 miles

· Minnesota Avenue (Good Hope Road to Sheriff Road) – 3.52 miles

· Nannie Helen Burroughs Avenue NE (Minnesota Ave to Eastern Ave) – 1.44 miles

The criteria for selection:

· Adjacency to or inclusive of one or more of the following: strategic development plan, SNIP area, Hot Spot, Neighborhood Investment Fund target area, DC Main Street, potential New Communities location, Transit Enhancement corridor, government centers, etc.

· Availability of public or quasi-public owned land which can be redeveloped, i.e. District land, public school sites, library sites, RLA land, WMATA land, etc.;

· Significant private land which has potential for redevelopment; and

· Improving trends in crime rates and property values – market readiness.

Project Management, Lead Office of the Deputy Mayor for Planning & Economic Development - Overall Initiative management and interagency coordination.  Assisted by DC Department of Transportation (DDOT) - Specifically re: transportation, parking, streetscape, transit planning and construction.
Anacostia Riverwalk Community Discussion.  The Anacostia Riverwalk Trail is a comprehensive trail system for pedestrians and bicyclists to access the Anacostia waterfront and Anacostia Park by providing:

· Continuous access on the east side of the river from the Fredrick Douglass Memorial Bridge (South Capitol Street) to the Bladensburg Trail in Maryland;

· Continuous access on the west side of the river from the Washington Navy Yard to the Benning Road Bridge and

· Safe and convenient access points into Anacostia Park from the surrounding neighborhoods.

The National Park Service (NPS) and DDOT have conducted an environmental review for portions of the trail and identified three design sections described as follows:

Design Section 1 includes the east side of the Anacostia River between the Fredrick Douglass Memorial Bridge (South Capitol Street) and the Benning Road Bridge.

Design Section 2 includes the west side of the Anacostia River between the Washington Navy

Yard and the Benning Road Bridge.

Design Section 3 includes the east side of the Anacostia River from the Benning Road Bridge to the Bladensburg Trail in Maryland.

The environmental review conducted for NPS found that the projects have no significant

environmental impacts. The brief presentation will focus specifically on Design Section 2, which DDOT has funded and will begin constructing in June 2005. Representatives of the consultant team will join me for the presentation.

There is also planned a community-wide public meeting in Ward 6:

Thursday, April 28, 2005

7:00 – 9:00 pm

Payne Elementary School

305 15th Street NE

Washington, DC 20003

Please call me if you have questions. For more information you may also visit the project web

site at http://www.arwstudy.com. I look forward to seeing you April 14, 2005.

Officer’s Reports

Chair.  

A.  H Street NE Neighborhood Commercial Overlay District Testimony on April 7, 2005.

Good evening. My name is Joseph Fengler. I am the chairman of Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A and a close neighbor of H Street NE. This evening I will be delivering testimony in support of the H St NE Neighborhood Commercial Overlay District, as well as several recommendations for improving the proposed overlay. The specific recommendations in this testimony were approved unanimously at a regular monthly meeting of our ANC on March 10, 2005.

First, let me begin by commending the work of the Office of Planning to reach this stage.  ANC 6A would like to thank the Office of Planning for having the vision and determination to spearhead this effort. Specifically, the long hours and hard work of Derrick Woody, Karina Ricks, and David McGettigan stand out as an example of how the city should work with the community to bring about sustainable change and community improvements. We feel that planning effort leading to this overlay proposal has been well served by the many efforts to reach out to the community and incorporate the input of residents who live near the corridor in the revitalization plan.

Second, before I get into substantive comments, I’d like to make you aware the efforts our ANC has undertaken to ensure that these recommendations have been fully vetted with the residents we represent. Almost two years ago, we began a series of joint public meetings with ANC 6C on recommendations for a zoning overlay district to remove obstacles and create incentives to achieve the goals of the H Street NE Revitalization Plan. This effort culminated in a joint report to the Office of Planning in July 2003. We are quite pleased that Office of Planning used our joint report as a framework for the proposed map and text amendments under consideration this evening. More recently, our Economic Development & Zoning Committee drafted a number of recommendations for this evening’s testimony. As I mentioned earlier, these recommendations (and a few amendments) were adopted unanimously by our ANC. Most of these recommendations were also adopted by our neighbor to the west, ANC 6C.

Now, let me move into the specific points that ANC 6A would like for the Zoning Commission to consider in creating the Overlay District for H St NE:

1. ANC 6A supports the designation of thematic areas with incentives for preferred uses. In a letter to DC Council supporting a Small Area Plan, the ANC said “Thematic areas that build upon the existing assets of the H Street NE corridor are a useful planning concept. We support an “urban housing” district, a neighborhood retail shopping district, and an arts and entertainment district as described in the plan.” All of these uses should be understood to be “neighborhood-serving” for the residents living on and around H St and it would be helpful to incorporate this terminology into the “purposes” section of the overlay text.

2. ANC 6A supports the design requirements at section 1324, especially the requirements for zero setbacks from the street, parking in the rear, public entry from the sidewalk, and minimum height of buildings. We believe that these detailed design guidelines will be integral in the creation of a “pedestrian friendly” urban corridor in an area that does not currently have the added protection of design review through a designated historic district. The text of the overlay should make explicit reference to the goal and purpose of “safe and efficient pedestrian egress and access” along the length of the corridor. We also feel that it would be advisable to add language to clarify that design should be “consistent with the historic character and scale of the overlay district.” 

3. ANC 6A supports incentives to preserve pre-1958 buildings, and we also recommend adding language at 1321.3, 1322.3 and 1323.4 to include “restoration and adaptive reuse” as qualifying for FAR bonus. This terminology is consistent other sections of the zoning regulations. As currently written, the text may not fully capture the intent of creating incentives to retain and reuse the older buildings that give this corridor a feeling of being a unique and distinctive destination. To further clarify the intent, section 1320.2(e) could be replaced with the following language from another section of the zoning regulations: “Encourage adaptive reuse of pre-1958 buildings along the corridor and an attractive combination of new and old buildings.”

4. ANC 6A supports a special exception requirement for new construction or substantial enlargement on lots larger than 6,000 square feet. Based on a typical lot size on the corridor of 1,600-2,500 square feet, this requirement would be triggered by projects that consolidate about 3-4 lots. This would allow public review and input on large-scale projects that would have a significant impact on the corridor without requiring a review of every project.

5. ANC 6A supports restrictions and prohibitions on less pedestrian-friendly, less neighborhood-serving uses at 1320.4 and 1320.5. These are all uses that are, to varying degrees, difficult to reconcile with the goal of a corridor that operates as a neighborhood-serving, pedestrian and transit-oriented destination. Some of the uses, such as parking garages, could be designed with special exception review in ways that would not detract from the goals of the corridor. Other uses, such as gas stations and parking lots, would create large dead zones along the H St frontage that would discourage street life and pedestrian mobility along the length of the corridor. For the prohibited uses, it is difficult to imagine any potential for mitigating these effects, thus our support for prohibition.

Next, I would like to turn to a few items in the overlay that ANC 6A believes should be modified more substantially:

1. ANC 6A recommends deletion of section 1320.4(e) and deletion of the text “after the effective date of this section” in 1320.5(d) related to gasoline stations. These sections provide special treatment for the BP site next to the Children’s Museum. ANC 6A recommends that the overlay list gasoline stations as a prohibited use without further qualifications. There is no compelling justification for special treatment here and this change would make discussions about conforming versus non-conforming uses more straightforward and consistent with the rest of the zoning regulations.

2. ANC 6A recommends adding “automobile accessories sales” to prohibited uses in 1320.5. As an alternative, the ANC would at least recommend requiring a special exception under 1320.4. This recommendation is based on experience with illegal repairs and material disposal on-site and in surrounding residential areas near the AutoZone. The use has not contributed in a positive way to the creation of a neighborhood-serving commercial area and has had a net negative impact on the quality of life of nearby residents. Although making this change would not require the AutoZone to close, it would become a non-conforming use. This would make expansion or replacement with another store more difficult, although not impossible.

3. ANC 6A recommends that fast food restaurants and food delivery services should meet all the criteria in section 733 and 734 of the zoning regulations for the C-2-A zone, not just the criteria specified in 1320.4(c). These are the existing criteria for a special exception to allow a fast food restaurant or food delivery service in a C-2-A zone, and ANC 6A was recently successful in an appeal of a Certificate of Occupancy that was issued to fast food restaurant on H St without applying these criteria. We also recommend that the provision allowing no more than 25 percent of retail area in fast food uses would also be as appropriate for H St as it is for other overlay districts.

4. ANC 6A recommends the addition of incentives for affordable housing along the corridor. In a letter to DC Council, the ANC earlier said, “We support residential development that draws on the benefits of proximity to transit and generates retail activity on the corridor. We hope the Council will identify and adopt additional mechanisms to create housing options that are affordable for teachers, firefighters, police, government workers, and others who support our community.” In the past, the Zoning Commission has approved incentives for affordable housing in an overlay. For example, the Reed-Cooke Overlay District allows extra height for projects that provide for the on-site construction or substantial rehabilitation of low and moderate income household units equal to fifty percent (50%) of the additional gross floor created. ANC 6A recommends that the Zoning Commission consider the inclusion of incentives from the original 6A/6C joint report such as a bonus 1.0 FAR for residential uses as a matter of right (provided height limits are not exceeded) and 80% lot coverage if affordable housing is provided. ANC 6A would support a standard that reserves half the affordable units for households at 50% or less of AMI and half at 80% or less of AMI. ANC 6A also recommends that affordable housing be identified as a preferred amenity for planned unit developments that seek additional density along H Street.

5. ANC 6A recommends that the zoning overlay adopt the recommendation of the design guidelines for the H Street Revitalization Plan on placement of parking in the rear half of lots with H Street frontage. Specifically, where parking is located on the ground level or surface, parking should only be located on the rear-one half of the lot beginning no less than 50 feet behind the front wall of the building facing H Street NE. This requirement would clarify that parking should not front H Street and should be in the rear of buildings. Again, this reinforces that H Street NE should be a neighborhood-serving, pedestrian-friendly corridor rather than a suburban strip mall that caters primarily to automobiles.

6. ANC 6A recommends that a section 1324.14 be added to require that permits for signage along the corridor be subject to review by the DC Historic Preservation Office for compliance with design guidelines. Throughout the city’s commercial areas, signs play a major role in creating either a positive or negative visual image. Signs on storefronts are a key feature in defining the overall character of a building and in contributing to the coherence and distinctiveness of a commercial district. The city already has a number of specific sign guideline resources and the DC Historic Preservation Office would be a logical steward for administering these guidelines though the sign permit process. 

This concludes the recommendations from ANC 6A. Thank you for the opportunity to provide this testimony.

B. Capitol Hill Transportation Study - Leadership Meeting

(Letter from Christopher Delfs Ward 6 Transportation Planner)

Hello everyone,

As many of you may know, DDOT recently issued a Notice to Proceed to its consultant, DMJM Harris, to begin the Capitol Hill Transportation Study.  I am contacting you today because your organization has been identified as a key stakeholder in the Capitol Hill study area.  

The District Department of Transportation plans to hold its first open public meeting at the end of April.  However, due to the large geographic space of the study area, the number of interested and active parties, and the number of concurrent projects underway, DDOT would like to first schedule a kickoff coordination meeting with selected representatives from Capitol Hill communities.  Meeting Details Below.

DDOT is hoping to expedite the start of data collection and analysis – prior to a large and significantly more involved public gathering - and wants to ensure that we incorporate community perspectives from the start.    

The purpose of this first meeting is to:

1. Introduce the Capitol Hill stakeholders to DDOT's project management team

2. Discuss the scope and time frame of the study 

3. Solicit knowledge of the area

4. Establish a framework for coordination with the greater community at large; and  

5. Secure commitments to assist with outreach efforts

DATE:  Wednesday, April 6, 2005, TIME:  6:00 - 8:00 PM, LOCATION:  Northeast Library, 330 7th Street NE, Washington DC 20002

Invitees: ANC 6A Commissioner Chair:  Joseph Fengler; ANC 6B Commissioner Chair:  Scott Cernich

ANC 6C Commissioner Chair:  Mark Dixon, CHAMPS Executive Director:  Rob Gabany, EMCAC Chair:  Donna Scheeder, Capitol Hill BID Executive Director:  Patty Brosmer, Capitol Hill Restoration Society President:  Rob Nevitt, Office of the Councilmember Sharon Ambrose Chief of Staff:  Marge Francese

Motion:  Approve Ms. Dea Varsovczky as the ANC 6A representative to the Capitol Hill Transportation Study.
[image: image1.emf]
After ABL Minutes, please post the text of the proposed voluntary agreement:

Clifton,

 

I am sending you the voluntary agreement with two changes (highlighted in yellow):

 

On line 3e, I omitted the word "tours".  The resulting language is still clear that promotion or participation in any activity similar to a pub crawl is prohibited by this agreement.

 

Line 4d, I changed the wording to reflect provision of a dance floor, rather than provision of "dancing."  

 

I left the wording on 3f as it complies with wording in ABC regulation.  I also left the wording intact in 4d regarding dancing by employees or entertainers.  This language is intended to prohibit "nightclub" type dancing.  If you want to have performers teach or perform dance moves maybe we can write an exception.  But we don't want to eliminate the language since there will be several clubs along the block that might take advantage!  

 

Let me know if this is something you want to talk about.  Otherwise, I hope the changes satisfy you and that you can enter into the agreement.  If so I will remove the yellow highlights and send you a clean copy for signature.  I have requested a copy of your application, so after a review of that, and your signature, I will present this to the ANC at the April meeting.

 

All the best to you,

 

Mary Beatty

ANC 6A ABL Committee Chair

REPORT OF THE 
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE LICENSING COMMITTEE (ABLC)
OF ANC 6A
March 15, 2005
Sherwood Recreation Center

7 p.m.
COMMITTEE ATTENDANCE



Mary Beatty

Committee Member, Chairman




Tish Olshefski

Committee Member, Secretary




Michael Herman
Committee Member




Lyndon Bonaparte
Committee Member




Malcolm Ross

Committee Member




Tim Carney

Committee Member

Absent:  Michelle Klass; Patti Neil; Jessica Ward

COMMISSIONER ATTENDANCE




Cody Rice

ANC 6A03




Nick Alberti

ANC 6A04




Joe Fengler

ANC 6A02

COMMUNITY ATTENDANCE

Clifton Humphries; Raphael Marshall; Laurie Collins (speaker); Ken Jarboe (ANC6B)

CALL TO ORDER
Meeting called to order at 7:04 pm.  

INTRODUCTIONS

Ms. Beatty asked new members to introduce themselves.  New Members Present:  Malcolm Ross, Tim Carney.  Each described their reason for choosing to volunteer for the ABL committee.  Ms. Beatty thanked them for their service.

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES 

MOTION:  Mary Beatty moved to accept the minutes of the February 15, 2005 meeting.  No objections.  Passed.

APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA

MOTION:  Mary Beatty moved to accept the agenda absent objection from committee members.  Passed. 

II.  OLD BUSINESS 

a.  Update—Majestic by Gwen Voluntary Agreement (Evans) (1300 block of H Street, NE)

The ANC did agree to and sign the voluntary agreement with Majestic.  Majestic received a stipulated license and opened for business on Friday, March 11.

b.  Update—ANC Vote re:  S&T Voluntary Agreement/Protest

Prior to action on the motion from the ABL Committee, the ANC learned that the ABC had amended the voluntary agreement with S&T, thus gutting the provision that prohibited single beverage sales.  For this reason, the motion this committee approved in February which recommended that the ANC drop its protest did not get a second.  (ABL Committee chair Mary Beatty spoke against the motion.)  The motion failed.  The ABL Committee will discuss next steps under new business.
c.  Update—H Street Protests/Voluntary Agreements-Legal Costs

The attorney has been told that the ANC is no longer pursuing these protests on an individual basis and has been told not to pursue them on our behalf.  
III.  NEW BUSINESS

a.  Legal Expenditure for S&T VA-ABC Fact Finding Hearing

Commissioner Nick Alberti reported on the action taken by the ABC to amend the S&T Voluntary Agreement.  

Specifically:  the ABC did the following:  

Original wording from Voluntary Agreement between ANC 61 and S&T Supermarket and deli, signed in December 2004

1.A.
The applicant shall not divide a manufacturer’s retail pack of more than one container of malt liquor to sell an individual container.

1.B
The Applicant shall not sell, give, offer, expose for sale or deliver an individual container of malt liquor, i.e., a container not included as part of a manufacturer’s retail package of more than one container.

As amended by the ABC Board on February 9, 2005:

1A.
Malt liquor shall be sold by the Applicant only in a manufacturer’s retail package.

It is unclear what the Board’s reason was for amending the voluntary agreement.  In follow up with the ABC Board, the ANC has been told that there will be a fact finding hearing in May.

MOTION:  Tish Olshefski moved that we request that the ANC allocate funds for legal representation on the matter of the ABC Board amendment to the S&T Voluntary Agreement.  Seconded by Tim Carney.  Passed (unanimous).

b.  H Street Martini Lounge Application

Mr. Clifton Humphries reported on the specifics of the Martini Lounge he is opening at 1236 H Street, NE.  Projected opening is the first or second week of June.  The Martini Lounge will serve a menu of martini’s and other alcoholic drinks as well as non-alcoholic drinks.  Food is available but is prepared off-premises for the first six months until the kitchen is in place.  The premises is two floors with lounge downstairs and up and a dance floor upstairs with DJ, live jazz, Karaoke, etc. on various evenings.  Hours are:  Sunday 12 noon to 11:00 pm; Monday-Thursday 4 pm to 2 am; Friday 4 pm to 3 am; Saturday 12 noon to 3 am.  

Mr. Humphries has applied for a plaquard which is expected at the end of this week.  The ABL Committee will ask the ANC to enter into a voluntary agreement with Mr. Humphries.  

MOTION:  Ms. Beatty moved that the ABL pursue the standard voluntary agreement with the Martini Lounge and recommend that the ANC enter into the agreement also.  Seconded by Michael Hermann.  Passed.  

c.  H Street Moratorium on Sale of Singles

i. Lyndon Bonaparte reported on the research he completed on the topic of moratorium’s.  He looked at the moratorium process in Washington and in other cities.  There are currently two successful moratorium efforts – Adams Morgan which is a moratorium on the number of CT, CR, CN licenses in a given area; and Mount Pleasant which is a moratorium on single beverage sales in a given area.  There are two ways this can happen:  through a request to the ABC Board or through the legislative process with the City Council.  Each has their pros and cons.  In either instance we will need community support, the support of all businesses involved, the support of other business in the area and research on the negative effects of single beverage sales on our community. 

ii. Laurie Collins next addressed the group on the successful effort she led in the Mt. Pleasant area to achieve a moratorium on single beverage sales.  The specific area involved is 3 blocks long and at the time included 22 Class B stores and 2 Class A stores.  Ten of these were single sale establishments.

The group she worked with included community groups, businesses, police, fire department, churches, schools, etc.  She would recommend legal counsel for this process and also recommends pursuing this through the ABC Board.

They successfully achieved a moratorium for one year with extensions for an additional year, two years and then most recently four years.  The effect on the neighborhood has been noticeable.  There are no bottles, trash or drunks on the street.  Police calls and emergency assistance/fire engine calls are down significantly.  And in the end no one went out of business.

MOTION:  Mary Beatty moved that the ABL recommend that the ANC initiate a moratorium on the sale of single s on the H Street Corridor and obtain legal counsel to pursue these efforts.  Seconded by Tim Carney.  Passed.

ADJOURNMENT

MOTION:  Meeting adjourned at 8:57 pm.
Respectfully submitted by Tish Olshefski, Secretary

March 30, 2005

Douglas E. Fierberg, Esq.

Bode & Grenier, LLP

1150 Connecticut Avenue, NW

Ninth Floor, Connecticut Building

Washington, DC 20036-4192

VIA FACSIMILE

Re: February 15, 2005 letter regarding ANC 6A Class A and B Protests on H Street, NE

Mr. Fierberg:

At our regularly scheduled and properly noticed public meeting on March 10, 2005, and with a quorum present, the Commission voted to terminate our support of the individual protests of Class A and Class B liquor licenses on H Street, NE.  Accordingly, our Commission no longer requires legal services for the protests or negotiations of voluntary agreements with merchants along the H Street, NE corridor.  

It is our understanding that Friends Liquor has received a copy of a Voluntary Agreement and if they choose to sign, without additional negotiation, that no additional costs will be incurred by our Commission.  Therefore, if negotiations are required to bring this matter to conclusion, please consult with Commissioner Mary Beatty and Commissioner Nick Alberti prior to incurring costs that will be charged to our Commission.  All other negotiations with merchants along the H Street, NE corridor should be discontinued.

Thank you for your diligent efforts on behalf of our Commission.  We look forward to a continued relationship in our pursuit of the goal of discouraging public drinking along this corridor.

If you have any questions, please contact me at (202) 423-8868.

On behalf of the Commission,

Joseph Fengler

Chair, Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A

cc:
ANC 6A Commissioners


Mr. Chuck Burger

Treasurer’s Report

	Period Covered:
	03/01/05
	-
	03/31/05
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Checking Account:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Balance Forwarded
	
	
	
	
	
	$2,653.17 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Receipts:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	District Allotments 
	$- 
	

	
	Interest Income
	
	
	
	$- 
	

	
	Transfers from Saving Accounts
	
	
	$- 
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Total Receipts
	
	
	
	
	
	$- 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total Funds Available
	
	
	
	
	
	$2,653.17 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Disbursements:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Service Charge 12/31/04
	
	
	$12.00 
	

	
	Bode & Grenier LLP (Legal Services)
	CK #1237
	
	$540.00 
	

	
	Roberta Weiner (Minutes Feb. '05)
	CK #1239
	
	$130.00 
	

	
	Marc Borbely (Photocopying)
	CK #1240
	
	$42.00 
	

	
	Postmaster
	CK #1241
	
	$100.00 
	

	
	Marc Borbely (Photocopying)
	CK #1242
	
	$50.00 
	

	
	Voice of the Hill (Feb. full pg ad)
	CK #1243
	
	$877.50 
	

	
	Kinko's Inc. (Photocopying)
	CK #1244
	
	$494.87 
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Total Disbursements
	
	
	
	
	
	
	$2,246.37 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Ending Balance
	
	
	
	
	
	
	$406.80 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Savings Account:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Balance Forwarded
	
	
	
	
	
	$4,133.92 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Receipts:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Interest 02/ /05
	
	
	
	$1.27 
	

	
	Total Other Deposits 
	
	
	$- 
	

	
	Transfers from Saving Accounts
	
	
	$- 
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Total Receipts
	
	
	
	
	
	$1.27 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total Funds Available
	
	
	
	
	
	$4,135.19 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Disbursements:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Total Disbursements
	
	
	
	
	
	
	$- 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Ending Balance
	
	
	
	
	
	
	$4,135.19 


Mid-Year Budget Review

[image: image2.emf]Expenditure Items  Budgeted 

Allocation for 

Fiscal Year 

 Total Mid-Year  

Expenditures    

as of 3/31/05 

 Budgeted & 

Committed 

Funds for 

Balance of the 

Year 

Basis for Budget Estimates in         

Column (3)

          (1)         (2)          (3) (4)

Photocopies 12,000.00             2,437.13                          6,000.00 Half of fiscal year budget total

Advertising 4,000.00              5,764.40                             500.00 Approved allocation

Transcription Service (Minutes) 2,400.00              830.00                             1,200.00 Half of fiscal year budget total

Post Office Box 200.00                 100.00                                       -   

Postage 200.00                 51.80                                  148.20 Balance of fiscal year  budget total

Grants 10,000.00             4,427.61                          5,572.39 Balance of fiscal year  budget total

Office Supplies 400.00                 9.81                                    390.19 Balance of fiscal year  budget total

Office Equipment 500.00                 -                                     500.00 Balance of fiscal year  budget total

Rental Space  1,500.00              -                                     750.00 Half of fiscal year budget total

SMD Distribution Boxes 2,000.00              -                                  2,000.00 Balance of fiscal year  budget total

Petty Cash 600.00                 -                                     300.00 Half of fiscal year budget total

Legal Services 10,000.00             13,187.99                         6,812.01 Balance of fiscal year  budget total

ANC Flyers  -                      -                                     950.00 Approved allocation

Total 43,800.00             26,808.74             25,122.79            

Check Account Balance as of 3/31/05 406.80                

Savings Account Balance as of 3/31/05 4,135.19             

Total Funds Available as of 3/31/05 4,541.99             

Projected District Allotments for FY05 23,177.70            

Projected Total Funds Available  27,719.69            


Commissioners, I intend to offer the following motion for the Mid-Year Budget Review:

Amend the annual budget as follows:

1. Decrease the photocopies annual budget of $12,000 to $6,000 leaving a $3,562.87 balance for the remainder of the year.

2. Decrease the amount for office supplies by $300 bring the total to $100 based on the fact that we have only spend less then $10 for the first six months of the fiscal year.

3. Eliminate the $500 in funding for office equipment for this fiscal year as we do not have an office.

4. Eliminate the $1,500 in funding for rental of office space.

5. Decrease the $2,000 in funding for SMD Distribution Boxes by $1,000.

6. Eliminate Petty the $600 in Petty Cash as we do not have an office to accommodate a secure lock box for emergency purchases.  In addition, over the last three years, we have never used the Petty Cash for any disbursements.

The total of these budget reductions are $9,900.

7. Increase advertising budget by $2,500 for a total of $6,500.  This simply covers all the expenses approved year-to-date.

8. Transfer $7,400 of budget authority to the Commission’s savings account.

- Joe Fengler

	
	Quarterly Report Period Covered 10/01/04 - 12/31/04
	ANC 
	6A 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Summary of Receipts and Disbursements: Checking Account

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Balance Forwarded
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	$18,635.58 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Receipts:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	District Allotments
	
	
	$- 
	
	$- 
	

	
	
	Interest Income
	
	
	$- 
	
	$- 
	

	
	
	Other Deposits
	
	
	
	$- 
	
	$- 
	

	
	
	Transfers from Saving Accounts
	
	$- 
	
	$- 
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Total Receipts
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	$- 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total Funds Available
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	$18,635.58 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Disbursements:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	1.
	Net Salary and Wages
	$- 
	
	$- 
	

	
	
	2.
	Workers Compensation
	$- 
	
	$- 
	

	
	
	3.
	Insurance:
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	4.
	
	A. Health
	
	
	$- 
	
	$- 
	

	
	
	5.
	
	B. Casualty/Property
	$- 
	
	$- 
	

	
	
	6.
	Total Federal Wages Taxes
	$- 
	
	$- 
	

	
	
	7.
	Tax Penalties
	
	$- 
	
	$- 
	

	
	
	8.
	Local Transportation
	
	
	
	$- 
	
	$- 
	

	
	
	9.
	Office Rent
	
	
	$- 
	
	$- 
	

	
	
	10.
	Telephone Services
	
	$- 
	
	$- 
	

	
	
	11.
	Postage and Delivery
	
	$- 
	
	$- 
	

	
	
	12.
	Utilities
	
	
	
	$- 
	
	$- 
	

	
	
	13.
	Printing and Copying
	
	$- 
	
	$1,102.46 
	

	
	
	14.
	Flyer Distribution
	
	$- 
	
	$- 
	

	
	
	15.
	Purchase of Service
	
	$- 
	
	$12,330.40 
	

	
	
	16.
	Office Supplies
	
	$- 
	
	$61.61 
	

	
	
	17.
	Office Equipment
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	A. Rental
	
	
	$- 
	
	$- 
	

	
	
	
	
	B. Purchase
	
	$- 
	
	$- 
	

	
	
	18.
	Grants
	
	
	
	$- 
	
	$3,663.97 
	

	
	
	19.
	Training
	
	
	
	$- 
	
	$- 
	

	
	
	20.
	Petty Cash Reimbursement
	$- 
	
	$- 
	

	
	
	21.
	Transfers to Saving Account
	$- 
	
	$- 
	

	
	
	22.
	Bank Charges
	
	$- 
	
	$12.00 
	

	
	
	23.
	Other
	
	
	
	$- 
	
	$- 
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Total Disbursements
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	$17,170.44 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Ending Balance:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	$1,465.14 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Approval by Commission:_______________
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	________________________
	
	________________________
	
	__________________________ 

	
	Treasurer
	
	Chairperson
	
	Secretary 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Secretary Certification_________________________
	
	Date_______________ 
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	I hereby certify that the above noted quarterly financial report has been approved by a majority of Commissioners
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	during a public meeting in which there existed a quorum.
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Made this 4th day of April, 2005, by and between

Clifton Humphries

H Street Martini Lounge

1326 H Street

Washington, DC 20002

and

Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A

Preamble

Through this agreement, both parties aim to create an environment whereby the applicant may operate as a viable contributing business to the ANC 6A community, while concurrently curtailing any adverse effects a business such as the applicant’s could have on the surrounding neighborhood.  This agreement applies to following class of liquor licenses: CT (Tavern), CR (Restaurant) and CN (Nightclub)

The applicant agrees to work regularly with the ANC 6A, neighborhood associations, and residents to ensure the business operations do not adversely affect the surrounding neighborhood.  All parties believe the statements and provisions contained in this agreement are reasonable and must become wholly integrated into the day-to-day operation of the business establishment.

Further, ANC 6A acknowledges that this Cooperative Agreement shall be presented to all Class CT, CR and CN applicants within the boundaries of ANC 6A.  To the greatest extent possible, the ANC will not insist upon or allow any significant changes to this Cooperative Agreement that will unfairly benefit or, conversely, cause competitive disadvantage to, any individual applicant or establishment within the ANC, unless such change is required by the District of Columbia government, other authorized governmental bodies, or rule of law.  

The community and merchants have agreed that it is in all the parties’ best interests to standardize the requirements for the operation of tavern, restaurants and nightclub establishments within the boundaries of ANC 6A.  The community and merchants understand and agree that the changes imposed upon the operations of all licensees within the ANC as set forth herein are important measures to protect the safety, peace, order and quiet of the neighborhood, its residents, and businesses.  
Witnesseth

Whereas, Applicant’s premises is within the boundaries of ANC 6A; and,

Whereas, the parties desire to enter into an agreement governing certain requirements and understandings regarding the issuance of a Retailer’s Class CT Liquor License at the subject premises; and,

Whereas, the parties recognize the importance of that commercial districts provide safe, clean and pedestrian friendly environments for the adjacent neighborhoods,

The Parties Agree As Follows:

1. Public Space Cleanliness and Maintenance.  Applicant will maintain the public space (minimally the front sidewalk up to and including the gutter in front of the subject premises, and the alleyway behind the subject premises) adjacent to the establishment in a clean and litter-free condition by:

a. Picking up trash, including beverage bottles and cans, and all other trash a minimum of twice daily (immediately before business hours and once between 5:00 p.m. and 8:00 p.m.).

b. Maintaining regular trash garbage removal service, regularly remove trash from the trash and dumpster area, and see that the trash and dumpster area remain clean.  Applicant shall deposit trash and garbage only in rodent-proof dumpsters, and shall see that dumpster covers fit properly and remain fully closed except when trash or garbage is being added or removed.  

c. Exercising due diligence to prevent and/or rid vermin infestation in and around the establishment, including following, minimally, the recommendations and guidelines of the Vector Control Division of the Department of Public Works.

d. Assisting in maintenance of the curb in front of the establishment to keep them free of trash and to remove snow and ice from the sidewalk and comply with all applicable D.C. laws and regulation in these respects.

e. Planting, watering, and generally tending to tree boxes directly in front of the subject premises, if any.

f. Promptly removing or painting over any graffiti written on the exterior walls of the property.

2. Business Improvement District:

a. Applicant and/or landlord will be an active participant in an effort to bring a Business Improvement District (BID) program to the H Street NE corridor.  

b. Applicant and/or landlord will support and financially contribute to any BID implemented on the H Street NE corridor.  

3. Business Operations and Practices:

a. Applicant will not, directly or indirectly, sell or deliver alcohol to any intoxicated person, or to any person of intemperate habits, or to any person who appears to be intoxicated. A person of intemperate habits shall be defined as:

1) Any person arrested or cited for alcohol-related offences by the Metropolitan Police Department for any alcohol-related crime three times or more in any one year; and 

2) Who has been so identified to the licensee by the Metropolitan Police Department by giving a photo and name to the licensee.

b. The applicant agrees to take all necessary steps to prevent patron rowdiness, including refusing admission/service to loud, rowdy, and/or unruly persons.

c. The applicant agrees to ensure that no patron brings alcohol into the establishment from outside sources, and at no time exits the establishment with alcoholic beverages.

d. The applicant will not provide sell alcoholic beverages “to go.”

e. Applicant agrees not to promote or participate in bar or pub “crawls” or any other event of this nature.

f. The licensed establishment will be managed by the applicant in person or a board licensed manager.

g. Applicant, and all employees of the applicant, shall attend and complete an alcoholic beverage server training course/seminar.

h. Applicant shall post a notice kept in good repair and visible from point of entry a sign, which states:

1) Proper ID required (proof of age 21 minimum to be served and assurances that ID’s will be checked at all times prior to serving alcoholic beverages to patrons.

2) Prohibition against selling alcohol to minors.

3) Request to patrons to not litter, loiter, or make excessive noise in the neighborhood as they arrive or depart. 

4) Warning: Drinking alcoholic beverages during pregnancy can cause birth defects.

5) Request that customers do not contribute to panhandlers.

i. Applicant shall make every effort to prohibit and prevent loitering and criminal activity on or in front of the establishment premises, to include:

1) Asking loiterers to move on whenever they are observed outside the establishment,

2) Calling the Metropolitan Police Department (MPD) to remove loiterers if they refuse Applicant’s request to move on,

3) Calling the Metropolitan Police Department if illegal activity is observed,

4) Keeping a written record of dates and times (i.e. log) when the MPD was called for assistance.  

5) Applicant’s log shall be provided to the Board and, for good cause shown to the Board, to any valid protestant during hearings involving future renewals or contested proceedings involving the Applicant’s license.   

j. Applicant agrees to not post any alcoholic beverage signage (promotions) in the windows (i.e.  signs/posters that identify brand(s) of alcohol.).

k. Applicant shall deny support of the installation of pay phones around the establishment (externally).

l. To the extent such lighting is not present on the exterior of the establishment, the Applicant will install and maintain high-intensity flood-lights on the exterior of its premises so as to fully light any abutting alleyway from dusk until dawn.

m. Class CT license Applicant will serve both alcoholic beverages and food and keep its food serving facilities open until two (2) hours prior to closing.

4. Music / Dancing / Entertainment:

a. Applicant agrees to ensure that sounds originating from within the establishment are not heard by residents in the surrounding neighborhood and that adequate sound proofing is installed.  As part of the effort to accomplish this, the applicant agrees to not leave doors propped open during business hours.  In addition, the applicant agrees to keep the sound system at reasonable levels of volume and bass, and reduce even further these levels when necessary to ensure the peace and quiet of the neighborhood.

b. Applicant agrees that all windows will be closed at all times when music is being played within the subject premises, unless the volume of said music is so low, with the windows open, as to not be heard by anyone standing on the sidewalk in front of the premises on H Street NE.

c. For Class CT (Tavern) and Class CR (Restaurant) establishments, the Applicant agrees not to use cover charges (a charge at the door which covers the cost of one or more drinks, which are provided to the patron upon entry), or charge for admission (charges to gain entrance to the establishment, without benefit of additional services/product in return for the fee).

d. Class CT license Applicant may offer entertainment, but can not offer entertainment that has nude performances.  The Applicant can allow dancing for its patrons only.  The Applicant can not provide dancing for its employees or any entertainers.  The size of the dance floor in a tavern may not exceed one hundred and forty (140) square feet.  The H Street Martini Lounge will provide a dance floor on one level only. 
5. Cooperation with ANC 6A.  The applicant agrees to work with the Single-Member District ANC Commissioner whose boundaries the establishment is located, on resolving issues preventing the applicant from fulfilling its obligations under this cooperative agreement. 

6. Modifications.  This agreement can be modified only by mutual agreement of all the parties with the approval of the ABC Board.  In the case of ANC6A, if applicant desires to modify the terms of this agreement, the applicant, prior to implementing the change(s), shall receive written agreement from ANC6A after a majority of the commissioners shall have voted in favor of the changes at a full public meeting.

7. Miscellaneous:

a. The applicant certifies that it does not owe more than $100 to the District of Columbia government as the result of any fine, fee or penalty interest or past due tax.

b. Applicant shall receive, at their request and at no cost, a sign to post within their establishment (provided by the ANC 6A) that outlines the primary points of this agreement

c. Applicant will operate in compliance with all applicable laws and regulations.
8. Enforcement:

a. If either party hereto believes in good faith that the applicant is in violation of this agreement, written notice specifying the alleged violation shall be delivered to the applicant and the applicant shall have ten (10) days after receipt of such written notice to come into compliance with this agreement or respond to said alleged notice of default.

b. The applicant and the ANC 6A Commission agree to enter into this agreement.  If the applicant should breach the conditions of this agreement, it is understood by all parties that the ANC 6A, and/or its committees, or others shall immediately petition the ABC Board for a “show cause” hearing pursuant to 23 D.C.M.R. 1513.5. 

c. This cooperative agreement is binding on the applicant and its assigns and will continue in force for any and all subsequent license holders at this location. 

In Witness Whereof

The parties have affixed hereto their hands and seals.

Applicant:

By: _____________________________________________________________Date: ____________

Signature: ________________________________________________________

Advisory Neighborhood Council 6A Representative:

By: _____________________________________________________________Date: ____________

Signature: ________________________________________________________

ABC Board-Licensed Manager:

By: _____________________________________________________________Date: ____________

Signature: ________________________________________________________
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REPORT OF THE 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND ZONING COMMITTEE
OF ANC 6A
March 29, 2005

Present: Commissioners Robyn Holden, Gladys Mack, and Cody Rice; Resident Members Brendan Danaher, Jeff Fletcher, Virginia Gaddis, Laura Peterson, Vanessa Ruffin-Colbert, and Craig Ward.

Commissioner Rice chaired the meeting.

Home Again Initiative

The committee discussed the city’s Home Again Initiative as it relates to properties within ANC 6A boundaries at 1209, 1215, 1216, and 1217 Wylie Street, NE and 705 18th Street, NE. The Wylie Street properties under development by MOTIR have been monitored by Vanessa Ruffin and other residents. Ms. Ruffin also recently helped Commissioner Mack interpret the plans for the 18th Street property under development by Mi Casa.

According to the program website, Home Again encourages property owners to abate vacant and abandoned residential property. If they do not, Home Again acquires these properties and bundles them together for redevelopment. Currently, Home Again focuses on neighborhoods with high concentrations of vacant and abandoned residential property such as Near Northeast and Rosedale in our ANC. Once Home Again acquires properties, they are bundled according to their location and economic potential. Pre-qualified developers bid to purchase and renovate the bundle. Home Again selects a developer based on several factors including the quality of the proposed rehabilitation and the unit sale prices. The selected developer has one year from the time of closing on the bundle to complete the rehabilitation. Title is not transferred until all required permits have been obtained, and the DC government retains a right to take back a property for non-performance. After settlement, all liability rests with the developer. Once completed, the properties are sold by the developer to qualified homebuyers. A goal of Home Again is that 30% of all properties be sold to homebuyers who earn less than 60% of the Area Median Income (AMI). (At the committee meeting, Howard Ways from the Office of the Deputy Mayor for Planning and Economic Development stated that the goal was 20% at 80% AMI and applies across all Home Again properties not to individual bundles.)

The committee identified a number of concerns specific to the Wylie Street properties. On Wylie Street, MOTIR has not posted permits at 1209, leaving residents to wonder if the work they see being performed has been properly reviewed and permitted. Some of the work appears to residents like it is not being performed properly (e.g., 1209 not being properly secured). For the other lots on Wylie St, MOTIR has not contacted adjacent property owners about plans for excavation and party walls. MOTIR has not been as proactive as Mi Casa in informing adjacent residents of the plans for construction and renovation. 

The committee also identified concerns about the oversight and notice of activity provided by the Home Again Initiative. Home Again has never removed a developer from its pre-qualified list for poor performance. No official notice is provided to ANCs when a property is acquired, bundled, or assigned to a developer. Mr. Ways said that there is no legal requirement for notification if the development proceeds as matter-of-right. The following map shows properties in the process of acquisition by friendly sale (green), eminent domain (blue and red), and tax sale (purple). Note the high concentration on or near Wylie St and in Rosedale.

[image: image3.emf]
Home Again does not provide any guidance to developers about obtaining community support for the proposed redevelopment (e.g., the proposed pre-fabricated housing with excavation for basements at 1215, 1216, and 1217 Wylie Street). Fred Grimes from MOTIR agreed to address the residents’ concerns on Wylie Street, and the committee tabled recommendations for the April meeting.

HPA #05-196: Capitol Hill Hospital/MedLINK (700 Constitution Ave, NE)

The committee discussed a proposal before the Historic Preservation Review Board for concept/demolition, alteration, and new construction of up to 300 residential units at the MedLINK site in ANC 6C. This is directly across 8th St, NE from ANC 6A. The new designs require approval by the Historic Preservation Review Board, which will review the plans in late April. Site plans are available at http://www.anc6a.org/MedlinkCondos.pdf
The Capitol Hill Group (current site owner) has hired Shalom Baranes Associates to create plans for up to 300 residential units. The exact number has not been settled, but is expected by the architect to be somewhat less than 300. Currently, only the patient tower on 7th Street , NE is being used for medical activities. 

The residential project would be done in two phases, with work on the buildings along Massachusetts Avenue occurring first, followed later by work on the patient tower on 7th Street and new 3-story construction at 8th & C Streets. Medical activities would continue at the tower until new space for patients is located elsewhere. The 1928 building at the corner of 8th Street and Constitution Avenue would be renovated. The 1956 additions would be demolished and rebuilt to somewhat above the existing height (67 feet at main roof) along Massachusetts Avenue. The patient tower will get a “face lift.” 

There will be at least 1.1 underground parking spaces per residential unit, with a higher ratio if fewer units are built. This ratio will apply to both phases. The two main entries to underground parking would be on 7th Street and C Street, with a third entry on 8th Street. There would be a “ceremonial” drop-off court on the property with entry from Constitution Avenue. A traffic and parking study is being updated. 

The committee discussed the “ceremonial” drop-off court, noting that the proposed location is at a busy, dangerous intersection and that HPRB eliminated a drop-off court during the last effort to convert this site to a residential use. The committee also discussed the appeal of the proposal to slightly widen the 8th Street entrance to the site to give more breathing room for the St. James church. Finally, the committee agreed to ask that HPRB consider the possibility that the project might stall after Phase 1, so it needs to fit in on its own and with Phase 2. The committee agreed to make some recommendations to the ANC now, and re-visit other issues related to height, design, and other issues next month. There is a possibility that the first HPRB hearing will be in late May rather late April, and in either case it is likely that HPRB will be discussing the plans at several meetings.

A second public meeting organized by Commissioners Sherman and Crews of ANC 6C and Commissioner Rice of ANC 6A will be held at 7 PM, Wednesday, April 20, 2005 at St. James Episcopal Church (222 8th Street, NE). Topics will include (1) traffic/parking, (2) building facade (including discussion of glass), (3) two-step phasing of project, (4) density/massing/height of project, (5) possible incorporation of a commercial use (gym, dry cleaner, coffee shop) on NE corner of the site, and (6) other issues.

Committee Recommendation: That the ANC send a letter to HPRB recommending that the automobile drop-off be redesigned as a pedestrian entrance and/or landscaped, that the 8th Street, NE entrance be widened as planned, and that HPRB consider whether the first phase of the project would meet HPRB approval if proposed without the second phase.

Discussion: Parking in neighborhoods during baseball games at RFK Stadium

The committee briefly discussed the issue of DDOT plans for managing parking in the neighborhoods during baseball games at RFK. At the time of the discussion, the committee did not have any details on DDOT’s plans. Several concerns were raised related to some streets not being zoned for Residential Permit Parking, the inability of residents to get Ward 6 stickers without getting the designation changed, and the ability for visitors to park during games. 

[Ed. Commissioner Borbely provided the following information in an email on Thursday, March 31]:  

The Transportation Department and the Department of Public Works presented two main options -- both of which were presented as temporary measures that would be reassessed in a month or two.

 

1) Extend the two-hour Residential Permit Parking program, which is in effect weekdays 7am-8:30 pm on most blocks east of 15th Street -- so that it would last until midnight and be in effect 7 days a week. Violators would be ticketed but could not be towed.

2) Use the two-hour RPP program for 7am to noon but from noon to midnight make this area No Parking -- Tow-Away Zone for everyone except permit holders, to allow immediate towing.

 

Both of these options would directly affect everyone east of 13th Street NE and south of Maryland/Benning, and north of Pennsylvania. Anyone living on a block not currently zoned would be sent or delivered parking permits. DDOT said it would be very willing to take different approaches in different areas -- even to the point of making no changes to current regulations, if a neighborhood doesn't want changes made. There wasn't much discussion about response about option would be preferable, but there were significant concerns about visitors, so I'm guessing the city won't take the harsher Tow-Away approach for now (I could be wrong).

 

After hearing comments from community representatives, some additional possibilities the city will be considering...

 

· Instead of using a Ward 6 Residential Permit Parking approach, the city might extend its current RFK Special Events permit system, so the area wouldn't be open to everyone from Ward 6.

· The city might give each household a visitor pass (the downside would be the possibility for abuse)

· The city might try to address concerns specific to churches, whose members from outside the area would be unable to park in the area.

· Residents living a block or two from the edge of the zone, outside the zone, might get passes too (this was my request; it's especially important if the Special Events approach is taken; otherwise these people, including me, simply lose half of our available parking).

· The restrictions might be enforced or be in effect only on game days; posted signs might be big enough to list the 80 game days

 

The city will continue to hold a dialogue with community representatives and will hold a fully open meeting in May to assess whatever temporary plan it adopts. There may also be a Task Force set up to meet weekly that would include community representatives.

 

There was general frustration with the city for starting this process so late. If you have thoughts or concerns, please communicate with your ANC commissioner and with DDOT's Chris Delfs (christopher.delfs@dc.gov or 671-1598) and DDOT traffic guru Doug Noble (douglas.noble@dc.gov).

Next Scheduled ED&Z Committee Meeting:

Tuesday, April 26, 2005

7-9 PM

900 G Street, NE

Community Room of the Capitol Hill Towers

ADVISORY NEIGHBORHOOD COMMISSION 6A

Community Outreach Committee

Minutes:  March 21, 2005

The Committee convened at 7:23 PM, at the Church of the Lord Jesus Christ of the Apostolic Faith annex, 1235 C St. NE.

Members Present: Elizabeth Nelson (Chair), Louis Barbash, Brian Hayden, Rose Williams, 

Guests Present:  Commissioner Nick Alberti Commissioner Marc Borbely, Commissioner Gladys Mack, Landrum Smith, Betty Taylor

A new member, Brian Hayden, was introduced.  It was noted that Ms. Laverne Law had resigned as committee member.  Ms. Irwin was absent due to medical reasons.  Ms. Currie-Tonic and Mr. Kenneth Mack were not in attendance.  It was also noted the Committee has not been contacted by Ms. Currie-Tonic and that her contact information has not been provided by the nominating commissioner.

It was agreed that the final version of the ANC flier would be printed at Kinko’s.

Ms. Nelson reported on her follow-up efforts with prospective grantees from around the ANC.  She said that she received a phone call from a boxing club that was interested in applying for grant money to fund scholarships.  Ms. Nelson explained that the ANC is not permitted to fund scholarships (Gottleib Simon verified this) and offered examples of activities that were eligible for funding.  The caller said that he would get back in touch but he has not done so.  She has also contacted organizations associated with Ludlow-Taylor Elementary School and the Rosedale Recreation Center.  The Rosedale contact sent an incomplete “draft” proposal, but has not submitted a complete version.  The Ludlow Taylor contact said they might apply at some point in the future but not now.

Mr. Barbash reported having contacted representatives of Sports on the Hill, and that they have indicated that they have no current, fundable needs.

Ms. Nelson reported that Committee Member Kenneth Mack was planning to contact groups associated with Eastern High School, of which he is an alumnus, to let them know what possibilities exist.  She also said that Brenda Artist, parent coordinator at Miner Elementary, had contacts at Eastern and would also be in touch with them.

Ms. Nelson commented that finding the right combination of eligible organizations and fundable activities was often problematical.  City agencies such as schools and recreational centers, for example, have needs but are not eligible for direct funding.  Rules also prohibit ANC funding for a range of needs and purposes such as food, clothing, field trips, and items and services already provided by the city.

The Committee discussed advertising in the Marketplace free newspaper.  Marketplace accepts without charge notice for events, such as meetings of the ANC and its committees, which are free of charge.  Ms. Irwin and Ms. Williams will inquire further as to Marketplace's circulation within the ANC.

Committee members and guests discussed whether a poster-sized version of the Voice of the Hill recruitment advertisement should be developed, seeking participation on ANC committees.  Bruce and Adele Robey have created an "Uncle Sam Wants You"-themed advertisement for use in their paper, Voice of the Hill.  The question was raised whether the ad could be used only in the Voice or for other purposes, such as posting in shop windows and other public places.  Ms. Nelson said that she would contact the Robeys to determine their wishes.  It was suggested that some might find the military associations of the theme either dated or offensive.  It was also suggested many committees already have as many members as they really need, especially from well-represented SMDs, and that the ad, as currently written, specifically requests committee members.  Such an advertisement might result in volunteers who might not be interested in committee service on a continuing basis.  Mr. Barbash volunteered to draft, for discussion, the text of a poster or advertisement seeking greater ANC involvement in general terms.

The Committee members and guests discussed agenda distribution.  Several possibilities were suggested and discussed: posting agendas on lampposts, placing them in the windows of cooperating places of businesses, free-standing distribution receptacles, and Lucite frames.  It was observed that taping them to lampposts looks unprofessional and encourages others to do the same, contributing to littering and visual pollution.  Although the practice is legal if certain conditions are met, it is widely believed to be illegal and could reflect poorly on the Commission.  It was agreed that the same goals could be met by posting agendas in a variety of types of dispensers or Lucite frames, appropriate to the specific location.  Commissioner Alberti said that a sum had been appropriated by the ANC for agenda dispensers that had not been expended and could be available for this purposes.  Members and guests also discussed whether, whatever receptacles were used, agendas should be distributed by Commissioners or other volunteers, or by people paid a small amount to do the distribution.  The committee voted to recommend to the ANC that each Commissioner choose what kind of receptacle would be used in his or her single-member district for as many as 4 locations, and that this approach would serve as a test period to determine these approaches' efficacy.  The Committee further recommended that distribution be done, at least initially, on a volunteer rather than paid basis.  The committee agreed unanimously to request that the following motion be made at the next ANC meeting:

That each commissioner be allowed to purchase as many as 4 dispensers/frames using the funds already allocated for this purpose, that the dispensers may be of whatever type will attach most readily in the chosen location, and that the posting be done by volunteers.

Commissioner Mack remarked that The Rag and Voice of the Hill do not have many distribution points in her SMD.  Ms. Nelson, who has previously been asked by The Rag to identify additional distribution locations, offered to ask The Rag to provide copies in locations to be identified by Ms. Mack.

The committee discussed the ANC Web page.  Ms. Williams suggested the possibility of a "newcomer" page, a one-stop approach to essential ANC information for people new to the neighborhood or to ANC involvement.  Committee members agreed that this would be a good idea.

Upon motion, second and vote, the Committee adjourned at 8:50 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Louis Barbash

Member, Community Outreach Committee

REPORT OF THE PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE

March 16, 2005 at Sherwood Recreation Center

Meeting Attendees:

Commissioners: Mary Beatty and Gladys Mack

Resident Members: Raphael Marshall, Chair; Michael Seneco, Elsie Taylor, and Mark Laisch

Guests: Officer D. Adams and Clifton Humphries

Raphael Marshall opened the meeting at 7:09 pm and asked everyone to introduce himself or herself. 

Officer D. Adams, First District, Metropolitan Police Department:
Officer Adams explained that he works in PSA 102.  He will attend each meeting of the Committee and try to address questions from the community and bring issues back to his supervisors that need further attention.  Commissioner Beatty asked what explains the increase in burglaries in PSA 103.  Officer Adams stated that he could not address specifics, but knew that 103 is spending more time on the issue and said Lieutenant Caldwell could explain how they are planning to reduce that particular crime.  Mr. Marshall stated that the Public Safety Committee works on behalf of the entire ANC6A, so it will be important to have PSA 103 representation at future meetings.  Officer Adams stated that he would let Captain Median know of the Committee’s desire to have a representative of PSA 103 at future meetings.

A resident raised a concern about the lack of responsiveness from a 311 call she had made to report a crime in progress.  Officer Adams stated that he hears a lot of confusion related to when to call 311 and when to dial 911.   He suggested 911 should always be dialed when a crime is in progress, not only when a situation is life threatening.

Mr. Seneco asked about possible new traffic patterns and parking rules related to baseball games being played at RFK stadium.  Officer Adams responded that Special Operations handles these bigger issues and is in the process of developing a plan, which may include temporary parking passes for guests visiting residents in areas up to Lincoln Park.

Another resident asked about the problem of individuals sleeping in the 1200 and 1300 blocks of H Street.  He is planning to open a business there, but is concerned that on many nights around 10:00 PM individuals start setting up their beds on the sidewalk.  Officer Adams said he would bring the issue up with the Business Beat Coordinator and ask them to look into the problem.

Mr. Clifton Humphries, Owner, The H Street Martini Lounge, 1236 H Street:

Mr. Humphries indicated that he plans to open a Martini lounge this June.  The projected occupancy of his lounge will be 65-80 persons.  He will have live jazz, salsa, karaoke and a dance floor on the second floor.  His target audience is ages 30 and over and he plans on the lounge being a very relaxing environment for his customers.  He described some of his menu items, but stated that for the first six months of operation he will have food catered in to his establishment.  He has tentative operating hours that run from 12-2 on Mondays through Thursdays, 12-3 on Fridays and Saturdays, and 12-11 on Sundays.  

Mr. Humphries indicated that he is a long-time resident of the community, so he hopes his establishment will be a positive addition to the community.  He also is glad to work with the ABL committee on a voluntary agreement.  

Mr. Marshall asked about his plans for crowd control and security.  Mr. Humphries said he is looking at a working with one of two companies.  He plans to have security on the premises from 7 PM to close.  Mr. Humphries also offered that he has seen the damage done by drunk drivers, so he is considering transportation options for patrons not capable of driving safely.

Mr. Seneco asked whether similar establishments would operate on the same block.  Commissioner Beatty explained that Mr. Humphries’ establishment is located in an arts and entertainment zone, so businesses like his are encouraged in certain parts of the H Street overlay.  She indicated that additional applications for liquor licenses have been made for businesses in the 1200 block.

Mr. Laisch asked what other steps will be taken by Mr. Humphries to prevent patrons from becoming drunk and a possible safety threat.  Mr. Humphries responded that all of his bartenders will be licensed, so they will know whether or not to serve someone a drink and he also will make clear to his staff during training sessions his expectation related to responsible drinking.

Community Concerns:

Mr. Marshall asked if anyone else had issues they wanted to have addressed.  One resident expressed her concern about the potential for problems associated with groups of youth congregating in the parks in the 1000 and 1100 blocks of Maryland Avenue and planning automobile thefts.  Mr. Marshall suggested that she call the police if she senses there may be trouble.  Officer Adams said he would make a note of the issue.  He believes a key to preventing problems is to break this pattern of congregation and he will bring the issue back to his office and see if officers can clear the parks before there is trouble.

Discussion of Committee Goals:

Mr. Marshall circulated a draft of a purpose statement and strategic goals for the Committee.  He said he developed this draft in response to a request from Commissioner Fengler.  He then asked the community for some input on goals or other issues.  One resident suggested child safety and another mentioned bicycle safety.  Mr. Seneco asked Mr. Humphries whether the fire department had brochures and other publications related to fire safety, which could be posted on the ANC website.  Mr. Humphries was not certain, but stated that if someone could scan information he could make publications available.  Mr. Seneco said he could scan documents.

Commissioner Beatty suggested that the Committee should focus on crime prevention and public safety awareness activities, as well as actively solving public safety problems in the community.  Officer Adams suggested the Committee request crime numbers before each meeting and look at establishing benchmarks and reduction goals over time.

The Committee agreed that they would consider the suggestions and develop a purpose statement and goals for consideration at the next meeting, which is scheduled for Wednesday, April 20. The meeting adjourned at 8:28 pm.  

Respectfully submitted by Mark Laisch.

REPORT OF THE 
SCHOOLS COMMITTEE
OF ANC 6A

March 23, 2005


Present

Committee Members: Commissioner Marc Borbely (6A06), co-chair; Commissioner Mfon Ibangha (6A08), co-chair; Mark Williams (6A04); Mary Spencer (6A06).

Honorary Member: Tommy Wells, Ward 5/6 Representative to the D.C. School Board

Residents: Sam Manivong (6A04); Audra LeBlanc (6A06); Miner Elementary School PTA President Dora Lindsay (6A06).

Guests: Rosalind Lyle, Parent Coordinator, Spingarn SHS; Lynwood Watson, Substitute Teacher, Spingarn SHS; Janet Myers, DC Congress of PTAs, and PTA President of West Elementary School; Jackie Pinkney-Hackett, parent, School Without Walls, special education advocate.

I. Reports

Ms. Spencer reported that she had testified on behalf of the ANC at the March 16 school board hearing on the capital schools budget. She asked the school board not to cut the school facilities budget. She testified about the need for new schools for the children in the D.C. area. She spoke about R.H. Terrell JHS’s budget needs, described Miner ES’s beautiful building and that all children deserve similar accommodations to be educated.

II. Spingarn SHS

Ms. Lyle said the principal, Mr. Burke, requests assistance with parental involvement. She described her efforts to reach out to parents, including parent calendars, “chats with the principals,” parent workshops.

She said girls, especially, are having identify crises. Need volunteers to come into the school to work with the mental clinicians to try to talk with the girls to see what’s going on. She said children are bringing issues from the neighborhood into the schools.

Ms. Lyle mentioned that Spingarn is not up for renovations, even though roofs are falling down and bathrooms are in terrible condition. The school has to lock the bathrooms because of fights, gambling and smoking -- there are not enough security guards. Kids are letting other kids into the building. Last week, there was an incident where a child had a gun in school (reported by other children). Expelling procedures were iniatied. The kids think they have to fight their own battles. Ms. Lyle said it would be good to go out in the neighborhood to speak with parents, since the parents aren’t coming to the school. 

There are many positive things going on at the school -- academies, a great ROTC program, barbering and cosmetology programs, shoe and leather design repair (also done to raise money).

She said the school has repeatedly been promised that an official would come to the school to pop in, but it never happens. There is a big problem with marijuana in the school, especially on the third floor. The kids just bring the marijuana in (they’re not patted down as they enter). There is also a big problem with gambling in the bathrooms. 

The school has decided to try to increase lunch-time activities next year; they would offer teachers a small amount for extra activities. To do this, children would have to be broken up in small groups, since they get crazy if they’re all in the auditorium at once -- the teachers can’t control them. If there was more involvement in supervising, from parents or volunteers, that might help. The school wants children to participate in at least one activity to keep them busy. Many children don’t eat lunch, in part because their free lunch forms haven’t been filled out. One idea would be to have descending gates to restrict access to parts of the building during lunch, to minimize inappropriate activities (smoking marijuana and gambling in the bathrooms, for instance).

She said student and teacher attendance is poor. Some classes have had 40 students on the roster. Mr. Wells said Spingarn’s staffing arrangements should probably be looked at, as student-teacher ratios are very low, District-wide -- about 14 per teacher. Ms. Lyle said the school is not fully staffed -- there are teachers missing in some subjects.

At times as many as 10 teachers are absent. Mr. Wells reported that truancy in elementary schools has been cut in half by instituting new rules that hold parents legally responsible for their children’s truancy. She said children are still out in the school at 9 or 10 a.m. They don’t come in, because if they’re late, they’d have to stay in the auditorium until homeroom. She said the school is thinking about instituting a policy requiring attendance in every class. Currently, if they attend homeroom, they’re counted as present for the day (also for purposes of calls home).

Ms. Lyle said there was a parent communication workshop at the school last night. Two parents attended. One child said her father never speaks to her at home. The other child felt like he has the world on his shoulders -- nothing is fun anymore. He’s been raising his siblings since he was little. He broke down and cried.

Ms. Lyle invited community members to visit the school anytime, to see how things are.

Ms. West said there need to be more social workers in the schools, to help address some of the children’s needs. Mr. Wells said DCPS has started partnering with the DC Mental Health Department. He said he would like to see mental health services, as well as other agencies,  co-locate in Spingarn, where there is space.

Ms. West said parents need to be held accountable, for not picking up children’s report cards, for example. Mr. Wells said he’s started with immunizations -- three parents have been locked up for not having their children immunized -- but that he couldn’t do that for parents not picking up report cards. Ms. West said maybe motivational speakers could be brought in. Ms. Spencer said there should be requirements that parents be involved, to motivate or encourage them to visit the school, for instance.

Special Education 

Ms. Lyle said she has heard that for the past few years, the special education department at the school has not been updating children’s Individualized Education Program’s, as required by federal law. Mr. Wells said he would follow up on this.

Ms. Pinckey-Hackett said this is ridiculous. Mr. Wells said people would get fired for this, if it’s true. Ms. Lyle said new people have just been hired at the school, and they’re trying to address the problem. Ms. Pinckey-Hackett said she holds the downtown administration responsible, because they should be able to tell, from their computer system, that records are not being updated.

Ms. Pinckey-Hackett said parents are active when their parents were active. Many parents are intimidated by teachers. Many teachers tell parents things that are not true. She herself spends hours educating teachers about different learning styles. There is an over-representation of black children in special ed because teachers don’t understand how black kids learn -- there’s something wrong with the teacher, not with the kids. Many children don’t learn because they don’t have educated teachers who understand different learning styles, such as visual learning. There are many learning differences that are not learning disabilities. Most children want to learn. They don’t learn in school because school is not interesting. We’re not reaching all out children, and it should not be acceptable to let so many fall through the cracks.

Ms. Pinckey-Hackett said community volunteers could help parents advocate for their children -- even to meet with teachers and administrators, and teach parents their rights. Children need mentors, so the ANC could start a mentoring program. Parents, too, need mentors. Many parents are afraid to go to IEP meetings alone because they’re intimidated. Community members can help just by being supportive.

Hilltop Campus

Mr. Wells presented a vision of a Hilltop Campus, encompassing the 40 acres of Spingarn SHS, Phelps SHS, Browne JHS and Young ES campuses. He said schools should be integrated into community life, so it’s not just a negative relationship of reward and punishment.

The Hilltop Campus vision would call for a transformation of the area, which is truly a beautiful, scenic spot, into a glorious place for both students and the neighboring community at large: instead of the local kiosk library, a full library would be built, open to students and neighbors. There would be recreation opportunities. The campus would be gated and secured like Gallaudet University, and thru-traffic would be eliminated by closing one of the roads. Multiple social agencies would be located on the campus, so seniors, for example, would visit the campus for their needs. Education would become more meaningful for students, as school would no longer be an isolated world of its own, but would bring real life, and the community, into the schools.

Mr. Wells said a university has been working on developing the plan over the past few years. Now it needs to be presented to the community, and the various city agencies have to start working together to accomplish the vision.

He suggested that the ANC could help promote such a vision by inviting officials from various agencies to make a presentation to the ANC about the future of the Hilltop Campus area.

There was widespread appreciation for the vision.

Recommendations

After discussing how the ANC could address some of the issues raised, the committee supported the following recommendations without objection: 

1) that the ANC work to help connect volunteers in the community to work with Parent Coordinators and PTA Presidents; 

2) that the ANC invite representatives from the D.C. Public Schools and various city agencies to the May ANC meeting to present their vision for the Hilltop Campus, including Spingarn SHS and Browne JHS, which serve about one-third of the high-school-age and junior-high-school-age children attending public schools in ANC 6A; 

3) that representatives on the Schools Committee compile a list of social services available in the District; 

4) that the ANC send a letter to DCPS Superintendent Clifford Janey requesting that his staff investigate reports by staff at Spingarn SHS that the Individualized Education Programs (IEPs) of special education students at Spingarn have not been updated yearly, as required by law, and to correct any deficiencies immediately; 

5) that the ANC agree in principle to hold neighborhood meetings at various schools serving ANC 6A, including Spingarn SHS, so that invited officials, including the mayor, will spend time in the schools.

Next Scheduled Schools Committee Meeting 

The committee’s next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, April 27, 2005, 7-9 p.m., at Miner Elementary School, 601 15th St. NE (15th and F NE). 

Respectfully submitted by Mr. Borbely

New Business:

A.  ABC Board Oversight and ANC “Great Weight”

Dear Fellow ANC Chairs and Commissioners:

 

As you know, the Alcoholic Beverage Control (ABC) law has for years enabled ANCs, civic associations, and neighbors to settle protests against ABC license applications, renewals, and changes with a document known as a Voluntary Agreement, also known as a Cooperative Agreement.

 

By and large, this system has worked well:  On one hand, it's enabled ANCs -- once some basic terms are agreed to -- to recommend approval of most ABC applications, the vast majority of which present no real problems; and on the other hand, it's given us a set of tools we can use to deal with the worst of our neighborhoods' scofflaws and recalcitrants, and to help control situations so they don't get to that extreme.

 

That is, apparently, until now.

 

Suddenly and without explanation, the ABC Board has started editing our ANC's agreements.  And I don't mean just minor edits that have no significant effect.  In the span of just a couple of weeks, in fact, they struck out or changed important terms in four different agreements.  In one recent agreement, with Safeway -- a multinational corporation that was ably represented by counsel from a large Washington law firm -- the Board made nine different changes in that agreement alone, including a provision as simple as Safeway agreeing to discourage customers from contributing to panhandlers on the premises.  In fact, the Board even struck provisions we had copied almost verbatim from previously approved Safeway agreements with other ANCs!

 

In agreements with two other Adams Morgan establishments, one of which was seeking to convert its restaurant license to a tavern license, the Board struck out a provision explicitly requiring compliance with the D.C. Noise Control Act -- the application of which would otherwise be questionable because under the ABC statute, bars in a commercial zone like 18th Street are not subject to the ABC law's noise control provisions.  

 

Following a hearing this past Wednesday on a motion by our ANC for reconsideration of their decision in the Safeway case, the Board ruled that it would stand by its edits in the Safeway agreement.  The Board's solution to our objections was to reinstate the ANC's protest against the license -- a result neither we nor Safeway really wanted, but which we felt compelled to ask for as the only way the ANC's and community's rights could be protected in further proceedings.  Now the Board wants us to enter into mediation with Safeway to rewrite the agreement to the Board's satisfaction -- even though we already negotiated in good faith and actually reached an agreement!  Just how insane can this city's bureaucracy get?

 

One of the ABC Board Members complained that he couldn't approve provisions that he considered "unenforceable" -- but much of the language the Board tried substituting themselves is totally vague and subjective.  Another Board Member complained that the agreement was too complicated and advised us to "keep it simple" -- ignoring the fact that in many cases, particularly in difficult cases, the agreements have gotten complicated because simple and general language hasn't seemed to work in the past, or because some of the issues we're dealing with are themselves complicated.

 

Since the ABC Board seems to think it knows how to write a better agreement for the parties than the parties themselves, and since there appears to be no particular rhyme, reason, or standard the Board used to do its rewriting or to guide us in future negotiations, the sorry result of this change in policy will be two-fold:

 

First, lawyers who specialize in representing ABC establishments will start insisting that ANCs can't require their clients do things that seem perfectly reasonable and rational to us and to our constituents.  Second, ANC Commissioners and civic associations can no longer have any confidence that the agreements they negotiate, vote on, and sign will actually be approved by the Board.  The inevitable outcome will be more, and more contentious, ABC protests and proceedings; and fewer cases settled quickly and amicably between applicants, ANCs, and civic groups.

 

It is true, as some critics of voluntary agreements have charged, that the protest process can be used and abused to extract unfair and improper terms out of some ABC applicants, or simply to drag out the protest process in hopes that an applicant will eventually give up.  The ABC Board certainly has both the legal authority to prevent that from happening -- mainly by speeding up their incredibly slow and bureaucratic processes -- as well as the discretion to terminate protests when it becomes evident that they haven't been brought in good faith.  But none of the edited provisions in our ANC's recent agreements fell into those categories; in fact, not only did every single one of them meet the criteria in the law and regulations for what a voluntary agreement may address, but the negotiations with most of the applicants were concluded quickly and amicably.

 

I strongly believe that the ABC Board's ruling this past week far exceeded its statutory authority.  If the ANC were permitted to appeal to the judicial branch (which we aren't, but civic associations are), we would have a very strong case for reversal on the grounds that the Board acted arbitrarily, capriciously, and beyond the bounds of the ABC statute and regulations, which define clearly what provisions may be in a voluntary agreement and direct the Board to incorporate the agreement in its license order if the agreement complies with all laws and regulations.  The Board has also given very short shrift here to the ANC statute's requirement that our recommendations be given "great weight."  It's worth reminding ourselves that the ANC statute provides as follows:

 

"Great weight requires acknowledgement of the Commission as the source of the recommendations and explicit reference to each of the Commission's issues and concerns.... In all cases the government entity is required to articulate its decision in writing.  The written rationale of the decision shall articulate with particularity and precision the reasons why the Commission does or does not offer persuasive advice under the circumstances.  In so doing, the government entity must articulate specific findings and conclusions with respect to each issue and concern raised by the Commission.  Further, the government entity is required to support its position on the record."

 

The ABC Board did none of that here -- not in its initial Orders editing the various voluntary agreements we submitted, nor in its denial of our motion for reconsideration.

 

I have discussed this with our Ward One Councilmember, Jim Graham, who chairs the committee with jurisdiction over the Board.  I plan to keep raising it in every appropriate forum.  If you are disturbed by what this portends for your ANC and your community, then I urge you to communicate your feelings directly to Councilmember Graham and to ABC Board Chair Charles Burger, 941 North Capitol St., NE - 7th Floor, Washington, DC  20002.


That's all for now.  Thanks for your time and attention.

 

Sincerely,

 

Alan Roth

Chairperson, ANC 1C
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		Expenditure Items		Budgeted Allocation for Fiscal Year		Total Mid-Year  Expenditures    as of 3/31/05		Budgeted & Committed Funds for Balance of the Year		Basis for Budget Estimates in         Column (3)

				(1)		(2)		(3)		(4)

		Photocopies		12,000.00		2,437.13		6,000.00		Half of fiscal year budget total

		Advertising		4,000.00		5,764.40		500.00		Approved allocation

		Transcription Service (Minutes)		2,400.00		830.00		1,200.00		Half of fiscal year budget total

		Post Office Box		200.00		100.00		- 0

		Postage		200.00		51.80		148.20		Balance of fiscal year  budget total

		Grants		10,000.00		4,427.61		5,572.39		Balance of fiscal year  budget total

		Office Supplies		400.00		9.81		390.19		Balance of fiscal year  budget total

		Office Equipment		500.00		- 0		500.00		Balance of fiscal year  budget total

		Rental Space		1,500.00		- 0		750.00		Half of fiscal year budget total

		SMD Distribution Boxes		2,000.00		- 0		2,000.00		Balance of fiscal year  budget total

		Petty Cash		600.00		- 0		300.00		Half of fiscal year budget total

		Legal Services		10,000.00		13,187.99		6,812.01		Balance of fiscal year  budget total

		ANC Flyers		- 0		- 0		950.00		Approved allocation

		Total		43,800.00		26,808.74		25,122.79

		Check Account Balance as of 3/31/05		406.80

		Savings Account Balance as of 3/31/05		4,135.19

		Total Funds Available as of 3/31/05		4,541.99

		Projected District Allotments for FY05		23,177.70

		Projected Total Funds Available		27,719.69
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