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District of Columbia Government

Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A

Box 75115

Washington, DC 20013


June 8, 2006 -- Draft Agenda
7:00 pm
Call to order, adopt agenda and approve previous meeting’s minutes


Community Comments (2 minutes each)

7:15
Commissioner’s Single Member District reports (2 minutes each)

7:30
Officer Reports:

1. Chair (2 minutes)
2.
Vice-Chair (2 minutes) 
3.
Secretary (2 minutes)

4.
Treasurer (3 minutes)
A.
Approve monthly treasurer’s report and previous month’s disbursements.

B.
Mid-year budget report.

C.
Approve monthly photocopying expenses.

7:45
Standing Committee Reports:

1.
Alcohol Beverage Licensing (2 minutes)
A. 
Family Liquors, 710 H Street, NE.  Recommendation: Do not protest renewal; pursue voluntary agreement that contains a single sales provision.

B.
Jumbo Liquors, 1122 H Street, NE.  Recommendation: Do not protest renewal; pursue voluntary agreement that contains a single sales provision.

C.
Viggy’s, 409 15th Street, NE.  Recommendation: Protest renewal.

D.
Friend’s Liquor, 1406 H Street, NE.  Recommendation: Do not protest renewal; pursue voluntary agreement that contains a single sales provision.

E.
New York Liquor, 1447 Maryland Avenue, NE.  Recommendation: Do not protest renewal; pursue voluntary agreement that contains a single sales provision.

F.
Northeast Beverage, 1344 H Street, NE. Recommendation: Do not protest renewal; pursue voluntary agreement that contains a single sales provision.

G.
Capitol Liquors, 1835 Benning Road.  Recommendation: Do not protest renewal; pursue voluntary agreement that contains a single sales provision.

H.
Master Liquors, 1806 D Street, NE.  Recommendation: Do not protest renewal; pursue voluntary agreement that does not contain a single sales provision.

I.
Accept Committee Report.

2.
Economic Development and Zoning (10 minutes)
A.
1411 Ames Place, NE.  Recommend: Appeal building permit to BZA based on failure to provide required parking space for conversion to two-unit flat.

B.
RFP Representative.  Recommend: Send letter to DMPED requesting a SMD representative or designee to participate in Wylie St NE Home Again RFP process.

C.
Pet-related establishments.  Recommendation:  Send letter to Zoning Commission to support the requirement of special exceptions for pet-related establishments in a commercial zone – clarity the need for daycare/boarding as a use.

D.
Accept Committee Report.

3.
Community Outreach (2 minutes)
A.
Kingsman Basketball League.  Recommend: Approve funding of the NLPNA (on behalf of the Kingsman Basketball League) grant application, not to exceed $200 to cover costs of additional/replacement basketball equipment (Publicly recognize grant recipient).

B.
Accept Committee Report.

4.
Public Safety (10 minutes).
A. 
Rosedale Recreation Center.  Recommend: Send letter to DPR to improve public safety: (1) An ID system, (2) Sign in sheet with rules established by DPR staff and MPD upon entry, (3) Barring notices, (4) Working with MPD on developing policies to fight crime, (5) Iron fence surrounding facility, (6) Keep outside lights on at night.

B.
Close Circuit Television.  Recommend: Send letter to Deputy Mayor Reiskin’s office with general support of MPD using CCTV to monitor high crime areas.

C.
Crime Reports.  Recommendation: Send letter to Office of Attorney General to request regular crime report regarding PSA 102 and PSA 103.

D.
Accept Committee Report.

5.
Schools Committee (5 minutes)
A. Accept Committee Report.
6.
Transportation Committee (15 minutes)
A. H Street NE Streetscape Project.  Recommend:  Send letter to DDOT containing key concerns regarding sidewalk materials to be used for H Street corridor streetscape..
B. Membership – Maureen Benitz and William McColl resignations.
C. Accept Committee Report.
8:35
Unfinished Business

1. None

8:36
New Business

1. PSA 103 meeting on June 14, 2006 will be held at Rosedale Recreation Center.  At this meeting, Partnerships for Problem Solving will be used to begin develop an action plan. 
2. PSA 102 meeting on June 13, 2006 will be focusing on a comprehensive plan for H Street NE.
3. Request to DDOT to reconfigure the tree boxes on 100 block of 15th Street, NE
4. Construction of an addition to 1377 N. Carolina Avenue, NE
5. Amendments to ANC 6A Bylaws
8:52 
Community comments – Round 2 (if time permits)

9:00
Adjourn

Note: Time limits in parentheses are for planning purposes only, to help ensure we finish in two hours.

DRAFT MINUTES OF ANC 6A

May 11, 2006

Miner Elementary School, 601 15th St. NE

Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A

Miner Elementary School

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT

6A01: Raphael Marshall

6A02: Joe Fengler, Chair

6A03: Cody Rice (joined the meeting during the SMD Reports section)

6A04: Nick Alberti, Treasurer

6A05: Mary Beatty

6A06: Marc Borbely, Secretary

6A08: Mfon Ibangha, Vice-Chair

COMMISSIONERS ABSENT

6A07: Gladys Mack

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m.

 1. Approval of agenda

The agenda was approved without objection.

 2. Minutes

Several corrections were offered to the April minutes: 

· Under the reconsideration of the Birdland appeal, Mr. Marshall was omitted from the list of those voting in opposition, and Ms. Mack was omitted from the list of those abstaining.

· Mr. Alberti requested that the specific disbursements in the Treasurer’s Report be listed in the minutes: $3 bank service charge, $110 to Roberta Weiner for minute-taking; $124 to Eastern SHS PTA; and $105 to the Postmaster for the PO Box.Under the text amendment on fast food establishments, Mr. Alberti’s amendment to Mr. Rice’s motion on printed signs was accepted without objection, rather than “amendment.”

· Mr. Alberti had a question about the text amendment discussion he wanted to get clarification on from Mr. Rice.  On Mr. Fengler's motion and without objection, the minutes, as amended, were approved, with the exception of the paragraph beginning "Mr. Borbely moved to strike (b)(3)…" which was left open until further discussion.

3. Community Comment
A resident of Rosedale spoke about the Rosedale Recreation Center, saying it is the pride of the neighborhood, but the facility is in disrepair, that there is crime there now, including a shooting.  He said he is anxious for the City to build a new center, and is meeting with Kathy Patterson to discuss a new center.  He said that Mr. Ibangha and Ms. Mack will be at the meeting, and is hoping for more support.

Inspector Kevin Keegan of the 1st District introduced himself as Andy Solberg’s replacement.  He gave a brief biography of himself, saying he is a native Washingtonian who has worked his way through the ranks of MPD for 25 years.  He said he has worked at the 7th District, and been in charge of the traffic and high crime units, working with people not in uniform.  He gave his phone number—698-0068—and his e-mail—kevin.keegan@dc.gov.  He said he’s currently in charge of the 1st District substation, and is working with the officers to understand the issues and what is happening with crime in northeast.

4 Single Member District Reports
Commissioner Beatty reported that things appear to be going better with Lovejoy Park, and everyone is working together to get things done.  She said that the permits are finally in process.

Commissioner Alberti reported that there had been a meeting at Maury School of parents and prospective parents, at which there was a discussion about the future of the school.  They talked about increasing the number of classrooms to include at least one more pre-K classroom.  The meeting was positive and the school is hoping to grow.

Commissioner Ibangha reported that he has requested help from Councilmember Ambrose’s office to get trees planted on C Street. He reported on his SMD meeting.   
Commissioner Borbely reported that he had held a meeting with people from Options and Sasha Bruce about disruptive behavior in the neighborhood.  He also said that there is a problem with traffic at 14th and E Streets with kids being dropped off for school, and he has been told that teachers will do more about being outside to facilitate arrivals.  He also talked about the Adopt-A-Block program of the Clean City office, and had gotten a good response to doing that within his SMD.  He announced that the ANC's support on 501 12th Street had finally paid off, with the landlord installing a new front door.  Finally, he mentioned that the Argonaut wants to expand to the second floor of its building; he said early indications were that neighbors had no serious objections. 

Commissioner Fengler reported that there would be a BZA hearing on May 16th on 1124 E Street NE.  He said the Zoning Administrator, after a protest by the ANC, had denied a Certificate of Occupancy for the building because of the illegal construction of an illegal six-unit renovation. He reported that the amplified speech legislation is stalled because the labor unions are putting pressure on Councilmember Graham to not change the language.

Commissioner Marshall reported that he had a good SMD meeting, with 27 people attending.  He said he discussed the planned clean-up of the SMD.  He said that one of his neighbors is interested in nuisance properties, and they discussed starting a “Dirty Dozen” program to bring attention to the problem.  He talked about the Industrial Opportunities Centers as a resource for the community, with computer programs and job training, and distributed flyers about the program.  He also said that Karina Ricks had presented the new H Street plans to his constituents, and he expressed his appreciation.

Commissioner Rice arrived and reported that he had been delivering testimony on the charter school text amendment at the Zoning Commission.  He said the hearing was well attended by people from Mr. Alberti’s and his SMDs.

5. Officers Reports
Vice Chair
Mr. Ibangha proposed several changes to the ANC bylaws. He requested that the changes be considered at the June meeting.

Treasurer
Mr. Alberti presented the Treasurer’s Report. The report shows that the opening checking account balance was $4,037.94, and that the savings account balance was $4,151.76.    There was an allotment check from the District of Columbia in the amount of $5,794.43, and a bank service charge of $3,00.  There was interest to the saving account of $1.41.There were no disbursements, leaving totals of $9,829.37 in the checking account, and $4,153.17 in the checking account.  Motion: Mr. Alberti moved to approve the Treasurer’s Report.  It was seconded by Mr. Fengler and approved without objection.  

Motion: Mr. Alberti moved acceptance of the Quarterly Report for the 2nd Quarter of FY06.  It was seconded by Mr. Fengler, and approved without objection.

Motion: Mr. Alberti moved that $600 be approved for copying for ANC materials, and that up to $60 be approved for copying each Committee’s materials and each SMD’s materials for the next month.  The motion was accepted without objection.

No other officers had reports.

6. Committee Reports
Alcoholic Beverage and Licensing Committee
Ms. Beatty reported that there had been a meeting about the moratorium on single sales on H Street, but there was no recommendation arising from the meeting.

She said that all the Class A stores in the area were coming up for license renewal, and are open for comment from the community.  She said there would be a meeting on May 16th from 7-9 pm at the Sherwood Recreation Center, and that comments from the community and the store owners were being solicited.

Motion: Ms. Beatty moved acceptance of her committee report, which was accepted without objection.

Economic Development and Zoning
Home Again-Wylie Street Properties
Mr. Rice raised the issue of the RFP for the Home Again development on Wylie Street, saying there was a new plan from the Deputy Mayor for Economic Development to add 1215, 1216 and 1217 to a bundle of properties to be developed through the Home Again Initiative.  The Wylie Street Neighbors have circulated a petition asking for certain conditions on the Home Again properties on Wylie Street:

1. Party walls shall be build of brick or fire-rated non-combustible materials

2. No basements shall be constructed or allowed as part of a building’s design

3. No curb cuts or driveways for entrance onto a property from the street;

4. The original footprint of the former structure shall be maintained;

5. All facades shall be designed in alignment and character to match the existing structures and materials (brick) on Wylie Street NE.

6. Third stories allowed as a matter of right will require design review and approval by stakeholders (the ANC and affected neighbors).

7. No blocking of the alley shall occur between the hours of 7 pm to 7 am the following day for construction deliveries.

8. Contact information shall be exchanged and kept current between the stakeholders and developers.

Mr. Rice said that the committee felt that they were reasonable conditions. Motion:  Mr. Rice moved that the ANC accept the Committee’s recommendation and send a letter to Home Again endorsing the development conditions proposed by the Wylie Street Neighbors for 1215, 1216 and 1217 Wylie Street NE.  

Mr. Marshall presented an amendment that had been suggested by Vanessa Ruffin. Mr. Rice said it was not a recommendation of the Committee.

Mr. Alberti addressed the question of “stakeholder” input, and how it would be implemented.  He expressed his reluctance to send things forward with a loophole, saying that the District has design guidelines that would be effective in monitoring design and construction.  John Toima said that it is important that stakeholders have a say in the process, for example if someone wants to add a third story to a house.  Mr. Alberti responded that there are already restrictions on height.  Mr. Pittman said that the Home Again RFP has set conditions for person they chose as the developer, and this ANC should follow the model they have used in the Trinidad community.  Mr. Fengler said that he is always pushing for public involvement, and that the community should be on record, even if the process is messy.  The recommendation was adopted without objection.

Draft RFP for 1113-1117 H Street NE
The RLA Revitalization Corporation has issued a draft RFP for a vacant lot on the south side of H Street in the 1100 block of H Street.  RLARC may create a “short list” from submitted bids, and part of the selection process is a community meeting which would be the primary method of community input on submitted proposals.  Motion: Mr. Rice moved that the ANC accept the committee’s recommendation that the ANC recommend that RLARC revise the draft RFP to include information for developers on the H Street Zoning Overlay, the H Street NE Strategic Development Plan and Design Guidelines.  The committee further recommends that the ANC reference previous support for the provision of affordable housing on H Street NE.

Mr. Pittman suggested that it was inappropriate to move forward because there was inadequate information and community input and that a letter should be sent to RLARC saying that the community needs additional time.  He said the community should be placarded and noticed that this was taking place.  Mr. Fengler said that he supports the committee's recommendation because there is an opportunity for community input structured into its recommendation.  After two years of waiting for this, there should be no more delay.  Mr. Pittman said that he wanted a delay because there should be more information on the RFP available to the community.  Mr. Pittman said he objected to the process itself, and has no idea what letter the ANC will send. Mr. Borbely said he agreed that the ANC's process for seeking community input was imperfect. He said he would support the committee's motion but offered to work with Mr. Pittman to improve the process.  Mr. Fengler said that the process was open, that the ANC committee, which holds open meetings, is comprised of members of the community, and it is they who make the decisions on issues like this.  The motion passed unanimously.

Mr. Rice reported that he had just received a letter from the BZA saying that the variance requested by Gambling and Son Hauling had been granted.

Motion: Mr. Rice moved the acceptance of his committee report.  It passed without objection.

Community Outreach

Elizabeth Nelson requested that the ANC approve an expenditure of $200 to reprint the ANC’s brochure.  Motion: Mr. Fengler moved that the ANC approve $200 for the flyer.  It was approved without objection.
Motion: Mr. Fengler moved that the Community Outreach Committee report be accepted.  It was accepted without objection.

Public Safety Committee

Letter to Police Chief Ramsey

Motion: Mr. Fengler moved that the ANC accept the recommendation of the Public Safety Committee to send a letter to Police Commissioner Ramsey requesting that the MPD prepare a strategic plan for greater police coverage of H Street.  It was seconded by Mr. Marshall.

Stephanie Nixon outlined the Committee’s discussion of several specific initiatives to improve public safety on H Street, and suggesting that better police coverage was one answer.  Anwar Saleem, Executive Director of H Street Main Street asked that a request for greater late night protection be added to the letter.  Mr. Fengler reiterated that a permanent presence was needed on H Street and a substation was needed.  Mr. Pittman said that the Linden Place Neighborhood Association supports the letter, but said that the letter should be modified to say the plan should be implemented in less than 120 days.  Motion: Mr. Fengler moved that the letter should say 60 days instead of 120.  It was passed without objection.  The original motion was approved without objection.

Mr. Fengler suggested asking ANC 6C for an endorsement of the letter instead of making it a joint letter, and there was no objection.  Additionally, it was suggested that neighborhood associations, like the Linden Place Neighborhood Association, and the Northeast Coalition Against Crime be asked to endorse it as well.

Survey Results
Ms. Nixon suggested that the survey results be sent by the ANC to School Board Member Tommy Wells and to School Superintendent Janey.  It was approved without objection.

Membership

Mr. Fengler, at Ms. Nixon’s request, nominated Laura Brown to be a member of the Public Safety Committee.  The nomination was accepted without objection.

7. Schools and Libraries Committee

Mr. Borbely reported that Ludlow Taylor and Hamilton are discussing consolidation of the two facilities.  There was a presentation on the issue at Ludlow-Taylor.  

Motion: Mr. Borbely moved the committee's recommendation, that the ANC send a letter to Superintendent Janey immediately, raising concerns about a proposed Ludlow-Taylor Elementary School/Hamilton Center consolidation, including 1//whether the merger would require the mainstreaming of emotionally disturbed special education students before they are ready to be mainstreamed; 2/ whether Ludlow-Taylor staff will be adequately trained and whether they will be provided the resources necessary to prove a quality education to mainstreamed Hamilton students, prior to their arrival; 3/ whether there are sufficient classroom—quality spaces at Ludlow-Taylor for the proposed self-contained classrooms for Hamilton students; 4/ whether the immediate neighborhood’s needs, including programs for 3-4 year olds and projected enrollment growth, have been adequately considered; 65/ whether the financial benefits of consolidating the two schools this summer instead of next are sufficient to outweigh the potential disruption of moving forward with this merger now; and 6/ whether any community (parent, teacher, student or neighbor) input was solicited in developing this proposal. It was seconded by Mr. Ibangha

Mr. Alberti said he would feel more comfortable having a presentation by DCPS after they’ve responded to the principals’ plans and they can let the ANC know what’s happening.

Mr. Borbely suggested that perhaps the letter should be addressed to the principals with a copy to Superintendent Janey.  

Mr. Alberti reminded the Commission that the plan was being presented to DCPS that day, and Mr. Fengler asked how the ANC could have an impact on anything that’s moving that quickly.  Brenda Artis said that they’ve already decided which schools are being closed, and that the final vote would be on the 28th.  She said that people will be losing their jobs, and there wasn’t a lot of turnaround time.

Stephanie Nixon said that she was a professional speech pathologist and her concern was what was meant by “not ready to transition in,” and there was a need to look at this in a different context. Motion: Mr. Rice moved that the letter be sent to the principals of Ludlow-Taylor and Hamilton, rather than Superintendent Janey.   Mr. Rice said that the principals are in a tough spot, and they have been encouraged to be proactive.  This is a way to get some answers without getting them in trouble with DCPS administration.  Mr. Alberti said that while he agreed with Cody’s amendment, he is not comfortable with the wording.  Ms. Beatty expressed the view that if it was too late, while invest a lot of time and effort in the wording.  Mr. Borbely responded that it is not too late.  Mr. Rice’s amendment passed without objection.  After several approved amendments by Mr. Alberti and Mr. Fengler, the final motion read:

that the ANC send a letter to Superintendent Janey  the principals of Ludlow-Taylor and Hamilton Center, raising issues including: 

· Whether this merger would require the mainstreaming of students with special needs; 
· Whether Ludlow-Taylor staff will be adequately trained; 
· Whether there are sufficient classroom-quality spaces at Ludlow-Taylor for the proposed self-contained classrooms for Hamilton students; 
· Whether the immediate neighborhood’s needs, including programs for 3-4 years olds and projected enrollment growth, have been adequately considered; 
· Whether the level of resources currently available to the schools will be maintained once they’re merged; and 
· Whether any community input (parent, teacher, student or neighbor) input was solicited, in developing this proposal.

Motion:  Mr. Rice moved that a question be added asking whether rejecting the merger would make the consolidation of Wilson and Ludlow Taylor, Maury and Miner more likely—schools paired because of their location.  The motion failed 2-5, with Commissioners Alberti and Rice voting in favor.

Motion: Mr. Rice offered an amendment suggesting that the letter ask whether there would be a charter school that is more compatible.  Mr. Alberti said it should say that the principals should consider all options.  The amendment failed by a vote of 3-4.

The original motion was approved without objection.

School Survey
 Motion: Mr. Ibangha moved that the ANC support a survey planned by the Committee to determine what type of neighborhood assistance the schools within the ANC area need.  It will be done through the appropriate officials and will help define the needs of the local schools.  Mr. Borbely added they want to put it out in May, starting with one or two schools, at Mr. Alberti's suggestion.  He distributed an e-mail from Suzanne Wells supporting the survey and offering a few suggestions for fine-tuning it.  Mr. Alberti said that a report should be prepared of the outcome.  Mr. Borbely moved Ms. Wells' changes. They were accepted without objection. The original motion was accepted without objection.

Membership
Mr. Alberti nominated Lisa Turner to serve as a member of the Schools Committee.  The nomination was approved without objection.

Motion: Mr. Borbely moved to accept the Committee report.  It was accepted without objection.

Transportation Committee

H Street Pavers

Omar Mahmoud reported that the committee had questions about the issue of London pavers versus concrete aggregate for the H Street paving project, and said that the Committee preferred the London pavers.  He said he’s not sure what can be done at this point.  Mr. Saleem said that H Street Main Street had preferred the aggregate.  Mr. Marshall said that 13th and K Streets you can see them side by side, Mr. Alberti said that, aesthetics aside, the ANC members are not experts on the relative merits of each choice.  Motion: Mr. Alberti moved that a letter be sent to DDOT asking about such issues as the aggregate’s ease of navigation for people with disabilities, its ease for snow and chewing gum removal, and its ease to maintain.

Lance Brown said that this will not affect the paving on Benning Road, which will not necessarily get nice pavers, just concrete, because of the cost.

The motion passed without objection.

RFK Zone Buffer Area

Mr. Mahmoud expressed his committee’s concern about parking in the buffer zone surrounding RFK Stadium, and that there were still many complaints from residents.  Mr. Borbely suggested that the issue be referred back to the Committee for further discussion.  The referral was approved without objection.

Membership
Mr. Mahmoud said that LaVerne Law wants to resign from the committee and the Bill Byrd has been “missing in action.”  In their stead, he asked that Marlon Smoker and Claire Rodriguez be added to the committee roster.  Motion:  Mr. Fengler moved that Mr. Smoker and Ms. Rodriguez be nominated to the Transportation Committee.  The nominations were passed without objection.

Motion: Mr. Fengler moved to accept the Committee report.  It was accepted without objection.

8. New Business
Reconsideration of Certificate of Occupancy for Birdland

Mr. Marshall said that he has gone through his community and has found that Birdland has no negative impact on the neighborhood, and he has visited the establishment and seen plates and spoons, etc.  Everything, he said, is cooked fresh, and based on his own observations and research he believes the appeal of Birdland’s Certificate of Occupancy is wrong. Motion: Mr. Marshall moved the withdrawal of the appeal of Birdland’s Certificate of Occupancy.

Mr. Borbely asked why the ANC was appealing the C of O.  Mr. Fengler responded that he is concerned about the ANC being consistent.  Cluck-U Chicken felt targeted by the ANC.  But the ANC is in this to protect the residents of the community because if there’s a special exception hearing, they will be able to come in and speak to the issue.

Mr. Fengler said he had no problem with the food, or with the establishment, but it’s a fast food establishment, which doesn’t meet the criteria of the zoning code.  Mr. Saleem said that the ANC’s point has been made, and they’re really trying to make things right.  He said he would encourage Birdland to adopt more of a restaurant atmosphere, which Taste of Jamaica is doing.

Birdland’s owner said that he applied for his license in 2005, and was told that they are not issuing any more fast food licenses for H Street.  He said he put in restrooms and a full kitchen, spending $9000 on his plans.  He says he waited seven months, passed all his inspections and has his life savings invested in the business. Mr. Fengler said he looked at the plans, and looked in the window during construction and it looked more like a fast food establishment than a restaurant.  

Mr. Alberti said that one has to compare an establishment with McDonald’s, which is not a restaurant.  He said he would oppose the motion to withdraw the appeal, but his anger is not with Birdland but with DCRA. Mr. Borbely asked the Commission to think about what they’re doing by punishing an establishment because it believes DCRA made a mistake, and he asked the Commissioners if they are sure enough that DCRA made a mistake to appeal DCRA's decision.

A resident asked why the ANC was selecting establishments that were up and running, and suggested that if they are closed it will have a detrimental effect on the community.  Mr. Fengler said that the ANC has been working on a mutual interpretation of the zoning law and has filed a text amendment that would make interpretation of the law consistent.

Mr. Fengler asked the Commissioners to think for a moment on whether they want the issue to go further, and asked them to consider their own feelings about the issue.  The motion then failed, 3-4, with Commissioners Borbely, Ibangha and Marshall voting in favor.

The meeting adjourned at 9:20 pm.

May 26, 2006

Anthony C. Freeman, President and CEO

RLA Revitalization Corporation

2025 M Street, NW, Suite 600

Washington, DC 20036

Re: Recommendations for RLARC Request for Proposals for 1113-1117 H Street NE
Dear Mr. Freeman,

On May 11, 2006, ANC 6A voted unanimously to send recommendations regarding the proposed Request for Proposals (RFP) for 1113-1117 H Street NE. 

We understand that the RFP will request submission of matter-of-right development proposals that provide strong affordable housing components, mixed-use retail/residential uses, and/or neighborhood-based destination retail. Over the past several years, ANC 6A has been a strong proponent of affordable housing on H Street NE. 

In addition, we understand that the RFP emphasizes Local, Small, or Disadvantaged Business Enterprise (LSDBE) participation with a goal of 50% or more LSDBE equity participation. The RFP also seeks high quality architecture and urban design. Proposals that contribute to an active and vibrant streetscape and pedestrian environment will be evaluated favorably.

Our main concern with the draft RFP is that it identifies the zoning for the subject site as C-2-A without mention of requirements and incentives in the new H Street Neighborhood Commercial Zoning Overlay. Additionally, although high quality architecture and urban design is a selection criterion, there is no reference to the H Street NE Strategic Development Plan or Design Guidelines. We recommend that RLARC revise the draft RFP to include correct zoning information for potential developers, as well as the design and use guidance from the H Street NE Strategic Development Plan or Design Guidelines that were adopted by DC Council as a Small Area Plan for H Street NE.

The courtesy of a response to this letter prior to our next ANC meeting on June 8, 2006 would be greatly appreciated. If you have questions or require clarification, please contact Commissioner Cody Rice at (202) 544-3734.

On behalf of the Commission,

Joseph Fengler

Chair, Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A

cc:
Councilmember Sharon Ambrose


Derrick Woody, Office of the Deputy Mayor for Planning and Economic Development


Fred Greene, RLARC

May 26, 2006

Stanley Jackson, Deputy Mayor

Office of the Deputy Mayor for Planning and Economic Development

801 N. Capitol Street, NW, 1st Floor

Washington, DC 20002

Re: Recommendations for Home Again Initiative Request for Proposals for Wylie St NE
Dear Mr. Jackson,

On May 11, 2006, ANC 6A voted unanimously to send recommendations regarding the proposed Request for Proposals for the Home Again Initiative properties at 1215-1217 Wylie Street NE. Following are the recommendations of the ANC for development of these properties:

1. Party walls shall be built of brick or fire-rated non-combustible materials.

2. No basements shall be constructed or allowed as part of a building’s design.

3. No curb cuts or driveways for entrance onto property from the street.

4. The original footprint of the former structure shall be maintained.

5. All façades shall be designed in alignment and character to match the existing structures and materials (brick) on Wylie Street NE.

6. Third stories allowed as a matter of right will require design review for approval by stakeholders (the ANC and affected neighbors).

7. No blocking of the alley shall occur between the hours of 7 PM to 7 AM the following day for construction/deliveries.

8. Contact information shall be exchanged and kept current between the stakeholders and developers.

The ANC believes that these are reasonable conditions, and are necessary to ensure that development on Wylie Street NE conforms with the character of existing historic-era housing.
The courtesy of a response to this letter prior to our next ANC meeting on June 8, 2006 would be greatly appreciated. If you have questions or require clarification, please contact Commissioner Raphael Marshall at (202) 544-4779.

On behalf of the Commission,

//original signed//

Joseph Fengler

Chair, Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A

cc:
Councilmember Sharon Ambrose

Erik C. Johnson, Program Manager, Home Again Initiative

May 16, 2006

Chief Charles Ramsey

Metropolitan Police Department

Government of the District of Columbia
300 Indiana Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20001

Chief Ramsey:

At our regularly scheduled public meeting on May 11, 2006, and with a quorum present, our Commission voted unanimously to request that Metropolitan Police Department (MPD) prepare a comprehensive plan of public safety strategies associated with the H Street NE Revitalization effort that is being supported by the DC government and private sector investment.  Through the Mayor’s Great Streets initiative, the DC government will spend tens of millions of dollars to improve the physical infrastructure of this corridor with the goal of supporting increased private investment, economic development and neighborhood livability.  

Accordingly, the plan needs to address specific strategies for the public safety of the residents as well as the anticipated new visitors that will increasingly find H Street a source of retail, arts, entertainment and dining options.  During the development of this plan, we encourage collaboration with our Public Safety Committee, Police Service Area 102, residents, as well as established business and community groups.  Broad collaboration will ensure an innovative and effective plan for meeting the public safety needs of the H Street community.

The development of this plan is a high priority.  This need is further emphasized by the increase in theft from autos along the H Street corridor.  For example, last month in PSA 102 there were 21 incidents of theft from auto versus 12 in April 2005, from January 1, 2006 to April 1, 2006 there were 111 incidents of theft from auto versus 78 from the same period a year ago, and other crime statistics, such as robbery, have doubled over the last few months.  Therefore, we suggest this plan be submitted to our Commission by July 17, 2006, so it can be discussed at our Public Safety Committee meeting on July 19, 2006, at 7:00pm at Sherwood Recreation Center.

In close, we respectfully ask that you strongly consider our request.  If you have any questions, please contact ANC 6A Public Safety Chair, Stephanie Nixon, at (412) 612-8881.

On behalf of the Commission,

Joseph Fengler

Chair, Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A

cc:
Deputy Mayor Edward Reiskin, Public Safety and Justice


Councilmember Sharon Ambrose


Commander Diane Groomes, First District


David Klavitter and Marc Lesnick, PSA 102 Co-Citizen Coordinators

May 25, 2006
 

Dr. Clifford B. Janey, Superintendent
District of Columbia Public Schools

825 North Capitol Street, NE
Washington, D.C., 20002

 

Dr. Janey:

 

We appreciate the response to our concerns regarding the safety and security issues at Maury Elementary School.  Specifically, encouraging the District of Columbia Public Schools (DCPS) Division of School Security and the Metropolitan Police Department (MPD) to work together to ameliorate these problems.  Neighbors have noted that there have been fewer problems in recent months although they are uncertain whether improvement will continue as warm weather approaches.

 

However, concern remains about the status of the chain link fencing around Maury Elementary School.  Your letter indicates that the problems with the fence have been resolved.  Unfortunately, this is not the case.  The fence is not continuous on the 12th Place, NE side.  Also, while steps have been taken to secure the gate on the 13th Street, NE side, the cable securing this gate allows enough "play" for slender individuals to slip through.  Neighbors report that they frequently witness this activity.  As this is difficult to visualize, we are attaching photos and a map documenting the interruptions to the fencing on 12th Place, NE.  We are including a photo of one of the many holes that has been snipped into the mesh.

 

We reiterate the need for complete iron fencing around all sides of the school and would appreciate continued attention to the after-hours activities that take place on the playground.

 

On behalf of the Commission,

 

 

 

Joseph Fengler

Chair, Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A

 

cc:
Tommy Wells, District 3 School Board Member

May 16, 2006
 

Chief Charles Ramsey

Metropolitan Police Department

Government of the District of Columbia
300 Indiana Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20001

 

Chief Ramsey:

 

At our regularly scheduled public meeting on May 11, 2006, and with a quorum present, our Commission voted unanimously to request that Metropolitan Police Department (MPD) prepare a comprehensive plan of public safety strategies associated with the H Street NE Revitalization effort that is being supported by the DC government and private sector investment.  Through the Mayor’s Great Streets initiative, the DC government will spend tens of millions of dollars to improve the physical infrastructure of this corridor with the goal of supporting increased private investment, economic development and neighborhood livability.  

 

Accordingly, the plan needs to address specific strategies for the public safety of the residents as well as the anticipated new visitors that will increasingly find H Street a source of retail, arts, entertainment and dining options.  During the development of this plan, we encourage collaboration with our Public Safety Committee, Police Service Area 102, residents, as well as established business and community groups.  Broad collaboration will ensure an innovative and effective plan for meeting the public safety needs of the H Street community.

 

The development of this plan is a high priority.  This need is further emphasized by the increase in theft from autos along the H Street corridor.  For example, last month in PSA 102 there were 21 incidents of theft from auto versus 12 in April 2005, from January 1, 2006 to April 1, 2006 there were 111 incidents of theft from auto versus 78 from the same period a year ago, and other crime statistics, such as robbery, have doubled over the last few months.  Therefore, we suggest this plan be submitted to our Commission by July 17, 2006, so it can be discussed at our Public Safety Committee meeting on July 19, 2006, at 7:00pm at Sherwood Recreation Center.

 

In close, we respectfully ask that you strongly consider our request.  If you have any questions, please contact ANC 6A Public Safety Chair, Stephanie Nixon, at (412) 612-8881.

 

On behalf of the Commission,

  

Joseph Fengler

Chair, Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A

 

cc:
Deputy Mayor Edward Reiskin, Public Safety and Justice


Councilmember Sharon Ambrose


Commander Diane Groomes, First District


David Klavitter and Marc Lesnick, PSA 102 Co-Citizen Coordinators

May 12, 2006

Donald Presswood, Principal
Ludlow-Taylor Elementary School
659 G St. NE
Washington, DC 20002

Brenda Kinsler, Principal
The Hamilton Center
1401 Brentwood Pkwy
Washington, DC 20002

Dr. Presswood and Ms. Kinsler:

We are writing in regard to the proposed merger between Ludlow-Taylor
Elementary School and the Hamilton Center. We would like to commend you both
for taking the initiative and exploring creative ways to increase enrollment
levels.  Our Commission has not taken a position on the proposed merger.
However, we have identified the following issues that we are hoping you
might address:

·    Does the merger require the mainstreaming of students with special needs;
·    Will Ludlow-Taylor staff will be adequately trained;
·    Is there sufficient classroom-quality spaces at Ludlow-Taylor for the
proposed self-contained classrooms for Hamilton students;
·    Have the immediate neighborhoods needs, including programs for 3-4 years
olds and projected enrollment growth, been adequately considered;
·    Whether the level of resources currently available to the schools will be
maintained once theyre merged; and
·    Was community input (parent, teacher, student or neighbor) solicited in
developing this proposal.

Thank you in advance for your consideration of these issues.  If you have
any questions or need further information, please contact Commissioner Marc
Borbely (544-2447) or Commissioner Mfon Ibangha (547-1535).

On behalf of the Commission,


//original signed//
Joseph Fengler
Chair, Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A

cc: Tommy Wells, District III Representative, DC Board of Education
ANC Treasurer’s Report

May 2006

	Period Covered:
	05/01/06
	 -
	05/31/06
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Checking Account:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Balance Forwarded
	
	
	
	   
	
	 $          9,829.37 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Receipts:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	District Allotments 
	 $                   -   
	   

	
	Interest Income
	
	
	
	 $                   -   
	

	
	Transfers from Saving Account
	
	
	 $                   -   
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Total Receipts
	
	
	
	   
	
	 $                    -   

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total Funds Available
	
	
	
	   
	
	 $          9,829.37 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Disbursements:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Roberta Weiner
	Ck #1281
	
	 $           127.50 
	

	
	Bank Service Charge    04/28/06
	
	
	 $               3.00 
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Total Disbursements
	
	
	
	
	
	 $             130.50 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Ending Balance
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 $          9,698.87 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Savings Account:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Balance Forwarded
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 $          4,153.17 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Receipts:
	
	
	
	
	
	   
	
	

	
	Interest   04/28/06
	
	
	
	 $               1.37 
	

	
	Transfers from Checking Account
	
	
	 $                   -   
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Total Receipts
	
	
	
	   
	
	 $                 1.37 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total Funds Available
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 $          4,154.54 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Disbursements:
	
	
	
	
	   
	
	

	
	Total Disbursements
	
	
	
	
	
	 $                    -   

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Ending Balance
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 $          4,154.54 


FY06 Mid Year Budget Review 

Oct. 2005 – Apr. 2006

	Expenditures
	Budgeted Allocation for Fiscal Year
	
	Total Expenditures as of 4/30/06
	
	Balance of Budgeted Funds

	Photocopying 
	8,500.00
	
	1,428.86
	
	7,071.14 

	Advertising
	6,000.00
	
	5,187.00
	
	813.00 

	Transcription Services for Minutes
	2,000.00
	
	759.54
	
	1,240.46 

	Post Office Box
	200.00
	
	105.00
	
	95.00 

	Grants
	6,000.00
	
	2,461.94
	
	3,538.06 

	Postage
	100.00
	
	22.80
	
	77.20 

	Office Supplies
	100.00
	
	0.00
	
	100.00 

	Office Equipment
	500.00
	
	0.00
	
	500.00 

	Rental Space
	1,500.00
	
	0.00
	
	1,500.00 

	ANC Security Fund
	25.00
	
	25.00
	
	0.00 

	Legal Fees
	0.00
	
	452.70
	
	(452.70)

	Bank Service Charges
	0.00
	 
	18.00
	 
	(18.00)

	Total 
	24,925.00
	
	10,460.84
	
	14,464.16 

	
	
	
	
	
	

	(1) Total Funds Available at Beginning of Fiscal Year
	
	18,640.68
	
	

	(2) Total Receipts (DC Allotments + Interest)
	
	5,802.70
	
	

	(3) Total Fiscal Year Expenditures 
	
	
	10460.84
	
	

	(4) Total Funds Available as of 4/30/06  (1)+(2)-(3)
	
	13,982.54 
	
	

	                    Checking Balance as of 4/30/06
	
	
	
	9,829.37 

	                    Savings Balance as of 4/30/06
	
	
	
	4,153.17 

	(5) Projected District Allotments for Remainder of Fiscal Year
	
	17,283.29 
	
	

	(6) Projected Funds Available for Remainder of Fiscal Year   (4)+(5)
	31,265.83 
	
	

	(7) Balance of Funds Budgeted for Remainder of  Fiscal Year
	
	14,464.16 
	
	

	(8) Projected Fiscal Year End Balance (6)-(7)
	
	16,801.67 
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	            1. Next PO Box payment due in Sept. will be $105 
	
	
	
	

	            2. There is a balance of $4,671.86 in funds approved for legal services not shown in budget
	

	            3. There is $27 in projected bank fees not shown in budget 
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


ANC 6A ABL Committee

May 16, 2006- Minutes

Meeting called to order at 7:07 pm.

Committee members present:  Tim Carney; Mary Beatty; Tish Olshefski; Malcolm Ross, Michael Herman

Committee members absent:  Lyndon Bonaparte

ANC Commissioners present:  Gladys Mack (ANC6A07)

Community members present:  Walter Fields; Son H. Chu; Renee Thompson; Joe Bellino. Julia Park (Viggy’s); Lina Park (Viggy’s); Maynard Curry (New York Liquors); Rick Uzes; Hezekian Efferson (Northeast Beverage); Edmund (Friends Liquor); Lincoln Jerome Hart. (Family Liquor); Laura Peterson; Bernadette Efferson Greene; John Briley (Master Liquor); James Briley (Master Liquor); Alphonso C. Coles.  Also present:  the owner of Capitol Liquors.

I.  Agenda.  

Mary added an item to take first under new business – a new application for a class A store in the 900 block of H Street, NE.  No objection to addition.  Agenda accepted with amendment.  

II.  Minutes.  

Mary moved to accept minutes of April meeting.  No objections. 

III.  Community Comment:

Mary Beatty asked for any community comments on issues other than those on the agenda.  No community comments.

IV.  Old Business.  

Committee members provided updates on work on the moratorium proposal.  Malcolm is working on quality of life – litter, noise, public urination, collapsed individuals, attacks, etc.  He is still gathering information.  Tim Carney is working on business owners other than those who own alcohol establishments.  He has started a photo collage and talked with owners about the appearance of H Street on a Saturday morning.  Tish Olshefski is continuing outreach to schools and churches.  She has contacted more than 80 institutions in the ANC.  The committee is targeting early June to complete the proposal.

V.  New Business

1.  New liquor license application.  We do not have much information at this point.  No filing date, no petition date, establishment has not been placquarded that we know.  There are four class A’s between the 700 and 1400 blocks of H Street.  Comment from community that the establishment was a liquor store about 30 years ago.  Committee isn’t going to make a recommendation on protesting or not unless we have time before the hearing with more information.  

2.  Community Comment and Committee Recommendations on Class A  License Renewals.  

Mary Beatty outlined the process and our charge as the ABL committee – to hear community comment on the establishment as it impacts the peace, order and quiet of the neighborhood.  This includes such things as litter, whether it attracts criminal behavior, public urination, etc.  

A.  Family Liquors

710 H Street, NE.

Comments from the Community:  none

Comments from the Owner:  LINCOLN JEROME HART.  Provided a history of the business and his commitment to the community through support of local schools and residents.  He expressed frustration with the proximity to four bus stops and his ability to control litter and behavior and that Family Liquors is often the scapegoat.  Discussion between the committee and the manager ensued on whether he calls police about loiterers, his view of the source of litter and loiterers.  Manager also shared that he has made changes to the hours of business as had been requested by the ABC Board.  

Comments from the Committee:  Comments about public drinking and that the establishment is a gathering place.  This establishment has been identified in the past by some ANC members as a problem.  

Tim Carney moved to recommend to the ANC that the ANC not protest renewal for Family Liquors and pursue a VA that contains a single sales provision.  Second by Tish Olshefski.  Passed unanimously by those voting (1 abstention). 

B.  Jumbo Liquors – 

June 19th  1122 H Street, NE.

Comments from community:  none

Comments from owner:  no comments

Comments from committee:  Jumbo Liquors is on the same block as 1101 and Me and My.  1101 is currently operating under a VA with single sales ban.

Motion made by Tim Carney to recommend to the ANC that the ANC not protest renewal for Jumbo Liquors and pursue a VA that contains a single sales provision.  Second by  Tish Olshefski.  Unanimous vote.

C.  Viggy’s

409 15th Street, NE

Comments from Community:  Three residents spoke about this establishment and problems with littering, overgrown vegetation on parking lot, drug activity, narcotic sales, public drinking, sales to minors on the property, loitering, vagrancy, broken floodlights, etc.  Since this store has a parking lot in front of the store, much of this activity takes place directly on their property, rather than on public sidewalks.  A petition supporting a protest of the license, signed by 35 residents of the immediate neighborhood, was presented to the committee.  One resident, Laura Peterson, expressed concern that the petition is more reflective of residents who simply do not want a liquor store in their neighborhood.

Comments from Owner:  JULIA (daughter of owner)/LIVA (store manager).  States that the owners are willing to work with the community to solve these problems and that up until two years they weren’t having these problems.  She expressed surprise with the issues raised by residents.

Comments from Committee:  The committee received additional negative comments via email.  Mary Beatty, who represents the SMD where this store is located, stated that she had heard frequent concerns and complaints for the year and a half she has served as the  6a05 Commissioner. Committee members expressed concern over many issues raised and statements made by both community members and owners.

Motion made by Mary Beatty to recommend to the ANC that the ANC protest renewal for Viggy’s.  Seconded by Tim Carney.  Passed 4 to 1, Michael Hermann voting against.

D.  Friends Liquor

1406 H Street, NE

Comments from Community:  none

Comments from Owner:  present but none

Comments from Committee: none

Motion made by Tim Carney to recommend to the ANC that the ANC not protest renewal for Friends Liquor and pursue a VA with a single sales provision.  Seconded by Michael Herman.  Unanimous.

E.  New York Liquor

1447 Maryland Avenue, NE

Comments from Community:  none

Comments from Owner:  Wants to note they feel a part of the community and the business has had the same owner for 32 years.  Many of the principles of the business live in and support the community.

Comments from Committee:  none

Motion made by Malcolm Ross to recommend to the ANC that the ANC not protest renewal for New York Liquor and pursue a VA with a single sales provision.  Seconded by Michael Herman.  Unanimous.

F.  Northeast Beverage

1344 H Street, NE

Comments from Community:  none

Comments from Owner:  The owner pointed out that he lives over the store and has for 27 years.  Expressed concern about the decline in services from the city for street cleaning and police.

Comments from Committee:  Informed community members that the ANC6A is pursuing an approach for better police coverage and a comprehensive approach for H Street.  View expressed that this is an exemplary Class A licensee on H Street.  

Motion made by Tim Carney to recommend to the ANC that the ANC not protest this renewal and pursue a VA with a single sales provision.  Seconded by Malcolm Ross.  Unanimous.

G.  Capitol Liquors

1835 Benning Road, NE

Comments from Community:  Gladys Mack ANC Commissioner spoke about the owner’s participation in community activities and their efforts to keep the area clean at a busy intersection.  

Comments from Owner:  Present by none

Comments from Committee:  none 

Motion made by Malcolm Ross to recommend to the ANC that the ANC not protest renewal for Capitol Liquors and pursue a VA with a single sales provision.  Seconded by Tim Carney.  Unanimous.

H.  Master Liquors

1806 D Street NE

Comments from Community:  Comments made that the owners seem to be trying to work with the community and participate in community activities.  

Comments from Owner:  Owners spoke of their brief history with the establishment and their other business ventures in the neighborhood.

Comments from Committee:  Committee raised questions about the source of litter and public drinking around the store.  Owner can’t say specifically that it comes from his store.  Point raised that the other store in the area has signed a VA but it does not contain a single sales provision.

Motion made by Tim Carney to recommend to the ANC that the ANC not protest renewal for Master Liquors and pursue a VA without a single sales provision.  Seconded by Michael Herman.  Unanimous.

Mary Beatty will communicate directly with each business that has been recommended to pursue a VA after recommendations are considered by the full ANC.  She described the new 3-member committee process for VA negotiations.  

Additional community discussion ensued regarding single sales and store owner responsibility for activities around their stores.

Move to adjourn 8:57 pm Next meeting:  June 20, 2006 at 7:00 pm.

REPORT OF THE 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND ZONING COMMITTEE OF ANC 6A 

May 30, 2006 

Present: Commissioners Nick Alberti and Cody Rice; Resident Members Jeff Fletcher, Virginia Gaddis, Rich Luna, Drew Ronneberg, Vanessa Ruffin-Colbert, and Linda Whitted.

Commissioner Rice chaired the meeting. 

1411 Ames Place NE: Building Permit Issues 

Commissioner Alberti brought this property to the attention of the committee. The developer obtained a building permit (B89703) to covert an existing single family dwelling into a 2 family flat by interior renovation and basement excavation. The building permit was issued April 7, 2006.

Commissioner Alberti reports that he observed work beyond what was approved in the permit, specifically an addition that appears not to conform to zoning requirements. This is apparently unpermitted construction and he reported it to DCRA. According to Commissioner Alberti, he has been told that a “Stop Work” order was issued, but he has not seen it posted on the property.

Commissioner Alberti noted that the planned conversion requires at least one parking space for the 2 units. Even in pre-1958 buildings that are nonconforming, the additional parking is required if the use or size increases by more than 25%. 1 to 2 units is a 50% increase (or 100% increase, depending on how you compute the measure). There are no plans for parking in the rear, and there is not room for both parking and an addition. As a result, Commissioner Alberti would like to appeal the issuance of the permit for a conversion.

The committee discussed how the requirement for 1 parking space for 2 units acts as a check on the strong incentives to convert single family dwellings into flats since not all properties can meet this requirement. These conversions increase density in the neighborhood and, if enough are approved, can change the character of the neighborhood.

Recommendation: That the ANC appeal the issuance of building permits for conversion of 1411 Ames Place NE to a 2-unit flat without the required parking.

Home Again Initiative on Wylie Street NE 

The committee again discussed a plan by the Office of the Deputy Mayor for Planning and Economic Development (DMPED) to offer 1215, 1216, and 1217 Wylie Street NE for residential development through the Home Again Initiative. Last month the ANC approved sending a set of development conditions to DMPED for incorporation in the Requests for Proposals. However, there are still concerns about whether these conditions will be taken seriously. In particular, there is concern about how to ensure the proper level of design review by stakeholders (the ANC and affected neighbors) for properties outside of a declared Historic District.

The committee discussed previous requests by the ANC to be included as part of the review team for RFPs planned by the Department of Housing and Community Development for properties in ANC 6A.

Recommendation: That the ANC request that DMPED include the affected Single Member District representative (or his designee) on the RFP review panel.

ZC 05-21A: Pet Uses in Commercial Districts

The committee discussed a text amendment to the zoning regulations proposed by the Office of Planning that would define and permit pet grooming, pet shops, veterinary hospitals, and animal shelters by special exception in the C2, C-3, C-4, C-M, and M Zone Districts. Pet shops and veterinary hospitals are currently permitted as matter of right uses in these Zone Districts, but neither pet grooming nor animal shelters are currently defined. The text of the proposed amendment is at http://dcoz.dc.gov/services/zoning/schedule/info/PHN05-12A_06-29-06.pdf
Pet grooming, pet shops, veterinary hospitals, and animal shelters would require a special exception in commercial districts. They would have to be located and designed to create no objectionable condition to adjacent properties from animal noise, odor, or waste. They would not be allowed to abut an existing residential use or zone. External yards or facilities would only be permitted for animal shelters, and then only at a distance of 1,000 feet or greater from residence zones.

The committee discussed how several of the proposed definitions mentioned “animal boarding” but that the proposal does not provide a definition or requirements for this use. The committee felt that it would be reasonable to create a definition for animal daycare/boarding, and requirements for this use similar to those for an animal shelter.

Recommendation: That the ANC send a letter of support for the proposed text amendments with the recommendation to create a definition for animal daycare/boarding, and requirements for this use similar to those for an animal shelter.

Next Scheduled ED&Z Committee Meeting: 
Tuesday, June 27, 2006 

7-9 PM 

900 G Street, NE 

Community Room of the Capitol Hill Towers 

Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A

Community Outreach Committee

Minutes for May 15, 2006

The Committee convened at 7:15 PM, at the Church of the Lord Jesus Christ of the Apostolic Faith annex, 1235 C St. NE.

Attending COC members: (quorum)

· Louis Barbash

· Rose Williams

· Barbara Anderson

· Elizabeth Nelson (chair)

Absent COC members: 

· Marissa Irwin (illness) 

Community members present:

· Andre Sullivan, Kingsman Basketball League

I. 
Review of grant application by North Lincoln Park Neighborhood Assn. (NLPNA) on behalf of Kingsman Basketball League

· Mr. Andre Sullivan of the Kingsman Basketball League presented the grant application, not to exceed $200 for the purchase of 15 reversible mesh vests with numbers on them in a variety of sizes to be used during league play to identify teams and individual players.  The league has expanded to include more youth living in the Sherwood area so current supply of vests, purchased with prior grant from ANC 6A in 2004, is insufficient. Also funds for 2 replacement "game balls", 2 whistles and a score board are requested to replace those that are worn out.
· The committee members satisfied themselves that the costs were appropriate for the types of equipment and number of players (approx. 60) who are expected to participate and noted that, as stated in the grant application, such recreational activities are much needed in ANC 6A and should be encouraged.  The NLPNA which is a registered non-profit organization will handle the purchase and the equipment will remain in the possession of the Kingsman Basketball Leagues/NLPNA.  Ms. Nelson stated that she had attended several games; they are well run and enjoyed by many spectators as well as the players.

· The committee thanked Mr. Sullivan for providing this valuable program.

Committee recommendation (unanimous, Ms. Nelson recused):  that ANC 6A approve funding of the NLPNA (on behalf of Kingsman Basketball League) grant application , not to exceed $200, to cover costs of additional/replacement basketball equipment.

II.
Discussion of recruiting additional grant applicants

1. The Committee discussed ideas for recruiting additional grant applicants.  Mr. Barbash suggested that Larry Kaufer, is very active in youth sports-on-The-Hill groups and might have ideas for grant applications in that area.  Ms. Williams agreed to contact Mr. Kaufer to aske if a significant number of participants reside in 6A and, if so, if he can put us in touch with potential grant applicants.  

2. There was some discussion of contacting groups that have received grants in the past, including the Girl Scouts, to see if they would be interested in applying again.  The committee members agreed that they would investigate additional grant-making opportunities.

III.
Discussion of May ANC 6A meeting and flyer

1. The Committee was brought up to date on the highlights of the May ANC 6A meeting, particularly that community groups would be asked to endorse the ANC's letter to MPDC regarding a request for a comprehensive plan to deal with crime issues on H St.  

2. The Committee reviewed the final ANC 6A flyer.  It was noted that the print quality of the map was better than in a previous printing.  A first printing of 600 copies was made and distributed at the May ANC 6A meeting.  Another printing will probably be needed, soon.  An additional $200 was approved at the ANC meeting for this purpose.

The meeting adjourned at 8:30 pm.

Next meeting is June 17, 2006.

Respectfully submitted,

Elizabeth Nelson[image: image3.png]


Advisory Neighborhood Commission (ANC) 6A

Grant Request Application Form

1. Date of Application





2. Date of Project or Activity



5 / 15 / 2006



Season begins May 2006 and ends in September
3. Applicant Organization Name and Address

North Lincoln Park Neighborhood Association. (NLPNA) for Kingsman Basketball League (KBL)

1330 North Carolina Ave NE, Washington DC  20002

4. Contact Name 





5. Title

Elizabeth Nelson, Chair

6. Address (if different from above)

7. Telephone






8. Fax

     (202)543-3512




 
  (
    )
       -

9. E-mail Address

elizabeth_knits@yahoo.com

10. Brief Description of Proposed Project/Activity

Purchase additional 15 reversible mesh vests with numbers on them in a variety of sizes to be used during league play to identify teams and individual players.  The vests will remain in the possession of the league and be stored with other equipment.  The league has expanded to include more youth living in the Sherwood area so current supply of vests, purchased with prior grant from ANC 6A, is insufficient. Also funds for 2 replacement "game balls", 2 whistles and a score board are requested to replace those that are worn out.

11. Projected Total Cost  




12. Amount Requested


$200




     

$200 (not to exceed)
13. Other Sources of Funding (be specific, provide names)

DC Department of Parks & Recreation (with assistance of The Charter School Development Corp.) maintains the court.  In 2004, ANC 6A provided funding for equipment (balls, scorepads, timer, etc.) and similar vests.  Most operating expenses are paid by the adult volunteers.
14. Statement of Benefit (detailed description of project or activity, who will benefit and in what way)

The Kingsman Basketball League provides much needed recreational activities and a constructive means to express neighborhood rivalries to youth in ANC 6A.  Games are enjoyed, not only by players, but also by a large audience of friends, family members and neighbors.  The KBL operates on the public court in the block bounded by 13th, 14th, D and E Sts NE.  The KBL has been featured twice in the Washington Post, reinforcing public perception that ANC 6A is a desirable area to live and raise families.  The KBL has enrolled over 60 young people, mostly ages 13-15, for the current season and expects to run a second season this year as well as future years.  Games are played every weekend on Saturdays and/or Sundays.  
Budget:

2 Basketballs @ $30/ball
   60.00

15 mesh vests @ $20/five
   60.00

2 whistles @ $4/whistle
    8.00

1 scoreboard


   50.00

Subtotal


 178.00

Estimated tax & misc.

   22.00

Total



$200.00
(not to exceed)

REPORT OF THE PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE

May 17, 2006 at Sherwood Recreation Center

Meeting Attendees:

Commissioners: Raphael Marshall (6A01)

Chair: Stephanie Nixon

Committee Members Present: Joe Bellino, Laura Brown, Mark Laisch, Michael Seneco, & Raphael Marshall

Committee Members Absent: NONE

Residents:  Merrill Daniels, Erik Bugler

Guests: Marcus Ellis (Dept. of Parks and Recreation Services), Commander Diane Groomes (1D), Sergeant Mark Saunders (PSA 103), Sergeant Allen (PSA 106), Alphonso Coles (MPD-Community Outreach Coordinator)

Stephanie Nixon opened the meeting at 7:06 pm.

Papering in DC:  

Ms. Nixon and Mr. Bellino had been amid compiling recommendations for the topic when Andy Lopez, Community Intelligence Counsel for the US Attorney’s Office contacted Ms. Nixon as well as Attorney Barbara Chesser (Juvenile division – Office of the Attorney General) regarding papering in DC.  Summaries from these conversations are attached to this report.  

The committee briefly discussed this information.  Mr. Laisch looked for the 2003 GAO report mentioned by Attorney Lopez.  However, he only found two reports from The Council for Court Excellence Report (2001, 2003).  Per the 2003 report “The Papering Reform Pilot Project has expanded citywide for some 20 separate DC and US misdemeanor offenses, but the full potential of the papering reform program has yet to be realized…MPD and the US Attorney have tested several variations of what might be called night papering of arrests.  The night papering initiatives improved the quality of the arrest work by the police, and strengthened prosecutorial cases.  However, arrest booking took far too long and individual agency costs may be higher.”  It was mentioned that the test for a lack of cost-effectiveness for night papering was conducted during a time when the first court appearance for MPD officers was comp time.  Now, any time beyond 40 hours in a week is paid and can run into significant overtime.  

Both Attorney Chesser and Attorney Lopez were unsure whether electronic papering would be beneficial.  It is important to note that this was among the recommendations from the Council for Court Excellence.  The 2003 update noted that in addition to the cost of over-summoning police officers “public safety is diminished when court cases are not held when scheduled, when defense counsel and prosecutors do not give adequate notice of a delay in a proceeding to avoid unnecessary officer attendance, and when prosecutors summon more officers than are necessary to effectively prosecute a criminal case.”  In just two weeks, the 2003 update reported that “MPD officers billed almost 1,000 hours for appearances in felony trials that were ‘continued’ (delayed) until a later date, at a cost to MPD of almost $40,000.  If this two-week period is representative, this cost would be just under $1,000,000, annually.”

The committee agreed to continue the fact-finding process and bring this back in June.  Ms. Nixon volunteered to contact MPD, OAG, and the US Attorney’s office to obtain an estimate of the hours that officers spend in court papering over 1 year.  Because the first appearance was comp time before and now billable the cost may have risen enough to make night papering cost-effective.  In addition, the committee continues looking for a way to determine whether electronic papering is plausible for DC.

Rosedale Recreation Center:
During the May PSA 103 meeting there was a thorough discussion of public safety at and around Rosedale Recreation Center (17th St NE and Rosedale St NE).  These public safety issues include reports from MPD of drug dealers using Rosedale Recreation Center as a “hide-out” where they go into the cave, cleanliness of the facility (e.g., graffiti, egg on windows, etc.), the non-fatal shooting of 3 teenagers on the basketball court of Rosedale Recreation Center in May 2006, individuals on the grounds after hours fighting and dealing, etc.  

As a result of the PSA 103 meeting, an ANC6A resident sent a letter to Mr. Ellis of the Dept. of Parks and Recreation requesting the implementation of a plan of action to improve Rosedale Recreation Center.

During the ANC6A Public Safety Committee Meeting, Mr. Ellis discussed several ongoing programs available at Rosedale Recreation Center such as the Teentime Initiative, Sisters on the Rise, and Plato (i.e., a computer learning lab).  Mr. Seneco asked Mr. Ellis whether everybody was required to sign in or show ID.  Mr. Ellis stated that all people are supposed to sign in at the recreation center and that adults are supposed to show IDs during school hours. 

Sgt. Saunders (PSA 103) mentioned that there were reports of Mr. Crawford claiming that MPD not stopping by Rosedale Recreation Center and that he had even purchased a book to put in the Center for officers to sign in.  Sgt. Saunders suggested guest passes for those who do not live in DC and to monitor the sign-in procedure.  Mr. Ellis conveyed that there appeared to be a misunderstanding about MPD’s role at Rosedale Recreation Center.  Mr. Ellis reported that Mr. Crawford was ill and unable to be present, but had been under the impression that MPD was supposed to come by daily to sign the book.  Sgt Saunders said that he tries to have Officers stop when they have no other calls and that not signing in did not indicate that the officers did not patrol the outside of the facility.

Mr. Ellis discussed a plan of action for Rosedale Recreation Center with the Committee.  He would like to install cameras to monitor the activities.  He has been working on having the fence repaired/replaced.  Discussion was directed at the need for an iron fence like that at Miner Elementary School and Sherwood Recreation Center and the importance of closing these gates around the recreation center at closing and keeping them closed.  Mr. Ellis mentioned that the loitering on the grounds is of concern but that there had been ugly situations with recreation center staff at Rosedale.

The two Sergeants and the Commander assured Mr. Ellis that MPD does not expect the Recreation Center staff to patrol the center.  However, there does need to be a little more accountability about who enters and exits the building.  The DPR Security Specialist is supposed to come and walk the grounds and Sgt Saunders volunteered to survey the grounds with him.

Some immediate suggestions were to keep the outside lights at Rosedale Recreation Center on all night.  Mr. Ellis enacted this suggestion immediately, which has since received positive feedback from the Rosedale Community per Mr. Ellis.  In addition, Sgt Saunders suggested that if the staff smell marijuana to call 3-1-1 as this is reasonable suspicion.  If those causing trouble at the recreation center do not leave, then to obtain barring notices.  Mr. Ellis mentioned the possibility of stationing armed guards at the recreation center.  The committee overwhelmingly agreed with this idea and that public safety would override any negative feelings.  This was suggested to occur throughout the summer.

Mrs. Brown asked why there was a focus on MPD signing the book when everybody should sign the book.

Mr. Bellino stated that people should have to show some ID before entering the facility as did Mr. Seneco.  Mr. Seneco mentioned the number of Sex Offenders in PSA 103 and the importance of checking the Sex Offenders registry regularly to protect the children and prevent it from becoming a place to find children.  

Mr. Ellis agreed with the ID suggestion and stated that DPR would like to have IDs.  They have begun RecWIC and the next step is IDs.  They have done some of these for the fitness centers within the Recreation Centers.  

Some discussion surrounded increasing the staff.  Mr. Ellis mentioned that Rosedale Recreation Center had 2 full-time staff, 2 part-time staff, and 2 way-to-work staff. 

Other discussion surrounded locating the June Public Safety Committee Meeting at Rosedale Recreation Center to give the Committee a better sense of the Center’s operations.  As of the present, it appears the June PSA 103 meeting will be held at Rosedale Recreation Center instead.  

Mr. Laisch proposed that the Recreation Centers have a sign-in form that stated individuals would be barred from the facilities for pre-specified amounts of time for not obeying Center rules and DC Rules and Regulations.  

The discussion opened a terrific dialogue between Mr. Ellis, the Committee and MPD.  This dialogue was to be followed up with a plan of action.  The Committee requested to lend support to Mr. Ellis’s efforts by sending a letter to the supervisors in strongly suggesting that the following be implemented quickly:

1. An ID system

2. Visitors to the Recreation Center sign in and agree to the rules established by DPR staff and MPD upon entry

3. Barring notices

4. Working with MPD on these policies

5. Iron fence surrounding facility

6. Keep lights on at night

The above suggestions were passed unanimously by the committee to be presented singularly to the ANC6A.

Mr. Seneco made a motion requesting that a letter be sent regarding training DPR employees by PSA supervisors and that DPR employees regularly monitor the sex offenders list for the area.  This motion failed.

Laura Brown volunteered to draft the letter regarding the discussion and approved suggestions (see drafted letter labeled Rosedale Recreation Center).  In addition, Mrs. Brown offered to be the point person for the ANC6A Public Safety Committee with regards to Rosedale Recreation Center.

MPD Use of Cameras to Combat Crime:
This discussion surrounded a notice of proposed rule making amending Chapter 25 (Metropolitan Police Department Use of Closed Circuit Television) of Title 24 (Public Space and Safety) of the District of Columbia Municipal Regulations (DCMR).  The amendments would pilot 3 locations for evaluating the use of closed circuit television for preventing, deterring, or investigating crime in neighborhoods of DC.  Mr. Bellino pointed out that the U.S. Park Police already use cameras around the monuments. Commander Groomes (1D) mentioned that it would be nice to have gun recognition cameras in our areas.  Mr. Laisch mentioned that one apparent issue was the monitoring of the cameras and the assessment of project effectiveness.  Ms. Nixon mentioned the need for an unbiased party to review the data.  Refinements were discussed among the committee members.

Discussion also centered around placement of the cameras on Linden Place and whether this was the most appropriate place within the ANC to suggest.

A committee member made a motion to send a letter of support with suggestions for quarterly external review to ensure the system is not abused.  This motion was based with a vote of 3 committee members in favor, 1 against, and 1 abstaining.

Mr. Laisch volunteered to assist with the letter.  (See drafted letter labeled CCTV)

Juvenile Crime:

Erik Bugler came to the meeting to discuss issues with students coming from Options School.  These students “terrorize” the neighborhood on their way to the bus stop by breaking windows.  They tend to travel via the alleyways on their way to the 8th Street NE bus stop.  Mr. Bugler has called 3-1-1 with little result.  Several committee members mentioned a meeting held by Commissioner Beatty regarding this problem.  Cmdr Groomes was asked for options on addressing the kids.  The time of occurrence is around 3:30 pm.  

It was requested that Mr. Bugler contact Ms. Nixon after she spoke with Commissioner Beatty about the previous meeting.  A later conversation with Commission Beatty yielded the suggestion that Mr. Bugler contact the Principal with this complaint.

Obtaining Crime Reports from the OAG:
Mr. Bellino made a motion for the ANC6A Commission to send a letter requesting crime reports be supplied by the OAG’s office on a regular basis.  He proposed that these encompass more agencies than the MPD reports.  The committee voted unanimously in favor of his request.  Mr. Bellino offered to draft the letter.  We hope to provide the Commissioners with a copy before the meeting. 

Request for Action by the ANC:
1. Letter to DPR with suggestions for improving public safety at Rosedale Recreation Center – please vote on the suggestions as individual items

a. An ID system

b. Visitors to the Recreation Center sign in and agree to the rules established by DPR staff and MPD upon entry

c. Barring notices

d. Working with MPD on these policies

e. Iron fence surrounding facility

f. Keep outside lights on at night

2. Letter to Deputy Mayor Reiskin’s office with general support for CCTV

3. Letter to OAG’s office requesting regular crime reports about PSAs 102 and 103 

Respectfully submitted by Stephanie Nixon.

ANC6A Public Safety Committee memorandum

to:
ANC6A Public Safety Committee

from:
Stephanie Nixon

subject:
Papering conversation with Andy Lopez, Community Intelligence Counsel, US Attorneys Office

date:
6/9/2006
cc:
Carolyn Crank, Andy lopez

Summary from phone conversation with Attorney Lopez 5/16/06:
The US Attorneys Office would also benefit from having papering run faster.  There are several constraints to changing the present system including funding.

GAO Study 2001 – Average Papering Time 2 hours
If cases are “no papered” then it takes about 5 minutes.  First, officers see screeners who determine whether it should proceed to the attorney.  If it is papered, then paperwork must be completed.  C10 is the first place an offender appears and at that point full discovery must be submitted.  It is impossible to know whether one has full discovery without a police officer present.  The defendant has right to counsel at the first appearance.  For example, if the attorney pushes for a stay away order and the defendant says that they live at 123 XYZ where the stay away will be enforced, the stay away cannot be granted.  However, if the police officer has monitored this defendant and swears in the Gerstein statement that the defendant lives at 456 ABC, then the judge can still issue the stay away order.  Mr. Lopez mentioned this as being effective for the 3rd District.

The attorneys make an assessment about (1) whether to forward a case or not and (2) with what the defendant should be charged.  This is supposed to be an informed decision that requires more than just paperwork.  For example, after papering a misdemeanor trial (70% of cases) the attorneys will not see the officer again until trial.  If the officer appears at trial with more information the Judge is dissatisfied because the defendant has the right to full disclosure at the first hearing.  

Per Mr. Lopez, overtime hours have decreased by 20% for MPD in the last fiscal year.  

GAO Study 2003 – Night Papering
A pilot project was conducted that was commissioned by the Criminal Justice Committee (CJCC).  Per Mr. Lopez, this project was conducted by an independent professor.  The general conclusion of which Mr. Lopez was aware was that night papering did not save money.

Electronic Papering
Mr. Lopez reported that screeners start at 7:30 am and go until about 12:30 pm.  He stated that he rarely observes a line at 7:30 am, but one is more likely to occur on Mondays.  With regards to appointments, a decision has to be made about lock-up that day.  When asked whether this was rule or regulation, Mr. Lopez stated that it was either a court rule or a Marshal rule.  After 1 pm, nobody is usually seen until the following day.

After hearing a brief description of the Prince George’s County System, Mr. Lopez stated that he was not sure if the system would meet our needs, particularly given the appointment-like scheduling in Prince George’s County.  

General Information
If an officer does not show for a papering or grand jury then the commanding officer is notified and the case is dismissed. 

In cases where a defendant is found with several bags of narcotic the charge of felony or misdemeanor depends on the experience of the attorneys with DC juries on a specific type of case.  Mr. Lopez stated that if the individual is a repeat offender, then it is more likely a felony trial.  

Citywide, approximately 80% of cases are papered.  Of this 80%, some cases are dismissed.  

It was unclear how it would help to take the forms from the paper.

Generally speaking, there is no money bond because defendant can say he does not have the money for whatever reason and then the judge cannot hold him without cause beyond money.

The US Attorneys office does some supplemental training with officers on papering, upon request.

It would help if data were available to indicate that a method was cost-effective.  

ANC6A Public Safety Committee memorandum

to:
ANC6A Public Safety Committee

from:
Stephanie Nixon

subject:
Papering conversation with Barbara Chesser Office of the Attorney General, Papering

date:
5/17/2006

cc:
Barbara Chesser, OAG

***NOTE: All examples, are merely examples.***

Summary from phone conversation with Attorney Chesser 5/17/06:
There are several DC statutes that dictate how individuals are papered including Statute 1623.10.  The process is dictated by MPD and OAG. After a juvenile is arrested, they are taken to juvenile processing at 1000 Mt. Olivet.  There MPD looks at the case and has the option to divert the case (police diversion).  Police diversion occurs when a juvenile is placed back in the community with MPD charges but usually in a program. Police diversion is determined by MPD not by the courts.  

If it is sent through the OAG’s office, then it can be handled in several ways.  One way is a police release case, in which the juvenile is sent home to return on another day with their family and court social services in Superior Court.  Usually, MPD comes to the office as if the juvenile is not released to file the paperwork.  Officers must make at least three copies of the paperwork.

If anything is evident on the face of the case that seems inappropriate, then the case may not go forward (e.g., possession of marijuana but the drug was not marijuana, the stop/search is suspicious).  For example, to prosecute Unauthorized Use of a Vehicle (UUV) the prosecution must prove that juveniles know they did not have the authorization to use the vehicle.  

The attorney assigned to paper the case interviews the officer in person.  The officer must arrange for the individual who witnessed the crime to be present in the office on the same day as the case is papered unless an officer witnessed the event.  In special circumstances the OAG may interview victims over the phone.  The OAG does not have pretrial subpoena power authorization for juvenile cases.  This means the victim must appear in the juvenile OAG’s office with the officer on the day the case is to be papered.  Victims are covered by the juvenile omnibus legislation and may meet with a victim witness specialist. 

When the juvenile is processed by the court they have the right to a defense attorney at the first hearing.  If the juvenile is not presented to the court by cut-off time (below), then they may be held over night or released to appear at a later date.  If MPD does not do police release, then the juvenile goes to the central processing unit with Court Social Services (see below for more information).  There it is determined whether the juvenile can return for court another day or stay overnight to appear in court the following court date.

If the prosecution and/or court social services would like the juvenile detained or held, then the court considers holding probable cause hearings.  The court has to find probable cause to believe the juvenile committed one of the offenses charged to detain pretrial.  Respondents can wave the probable cause hearing.  Evidence is shown including that of the papering officer.  

Time Frame for Papering
The office officially opens at 8 am, but many of the Attorneys will begin the process as soon as the officers arrive.  Also, the paperwork arrives at the OAG vs. liaison first thing in the morning.  The juvenile has to arrive in the court house by 3 pm during the week, 2:30 pm during the weekends, and 10:30 am during Holidays.  If the juvenile does not arrive by the set time, then they will appear at the next available court date.

Assuming that the case is papered, it will then go to initial hearing on all days except Sundays (including Holidays).  The number of hours that an individual (juvenile/adult?) can be held before the first hearing is dictated by Statute.  Because of some of these laws/statutes it is unclear whether the electronic papering system used in Prince George’s County would work for the DC system.

Court Social Services
The Director of Court Social Services is Terry Odom, 202-508-1800.  This is similar to CSOSA for juveniles.

There is no bail/bond for juveniles.  

After Successful Trial
Misdemeanors and felonies are not differentiated in the juvenile system.  A juvenile can receive the same sentence no matter the crime.  Often the court examines the offense and determines what is necessary to rehabilitate the child. 

Court Social Services is in charge of probation and DYRS is in charge of care and rehabilitation of juveniles who are committed as well as evaluation.

ROSEDALE RECREATION CENTER LETTER

May 30, 2006



Marcus Ellis
Department of Parks and Recreation
Government of the District of Columbia
640 10th Street NE

Washington, DC 20002     

(202) 673-9128

CC Kimberley Flowers


Mr. Ellis:

At our regularly scheduled public meeting on May 17, 2006, and with a quorum present, our Commission voted unanimously to request that the Department of Parks and Recreation (DPR) prepare a comprehensive plan of public safety strategies associated with the Rosedale Recreation Center.  Through a citywide initiative, the DC government will spend millions of dollars to improve the physical infrastructure of this recreation center with the goal of supporting increased usability, safety, and neighborhood livability. 

We appreciate your continued efforts to work with the community and MPD in developing a Plan of Action for Rosedale Recreation.  The committee and community members discussed the need for the plan to address specific strategies to ensure public safety of all who use the facility for recreational purposes. During the development of this plan, we encourage collaboration with the ANC6A Public Safety Committee, Police Service Area 103, residents, as well as established business and community groups.  Broad collaboration will ensure an innovative and effective plan for meeting the public safety needs of the Rosedale neighborhood community.  We hope that the Department of Parks and Recreation will see fit to support the implementation of the plan throughout its various phases in a manner that will support increasing public safety at and around Rosedale Recreation Center.


Developing this plan is a high priority as emphasized by the continuing violent crime and drug trafficking on the premises of Rosedale Recreation Center (e.g., on Sunday, May 7, 2006 in the afternoon there was a non-fatal shooting of three juveniles on the basketball courts). Furthermore, there are regular reports from citizens, MPD, and DPR employees of individuals on the Rosedale Recreation Center Grounds fighting and dealing drugs.  Although illegal activity occurs after hours, problems continue during the facilities normal hours of operation.  

The committee was pleased with the discussion of ways to improve public safety after hours and during normal hours.  The following suggestions were discussed supported by the committee as ways to increase safety at and around Rosedale Recreation Center after hours: (1) A wrought-iron fence with entry gates that can be closed and locked at closing as well as a design that deters after-hours entry and (2) Continue to leave all the outside lights on around the facility as.  The latter of the two was immediately implemented with positive feedback from the community since that time.  We strongly suggest that DPR continue to leave the lights on at night.  

Suggestions from MPD, DPR, residents, and committee members were also discussed for improving the safety of those at and around the center during operating hours: (1) Stationing armed guards at Rosedale Recreation Center, which would provide stronger protection of those visiting the center; (2) MPD and the Security Specialist for DPR do a walkthrough and ascertain the best way(s) to maintain safety (e.g., cameras); (3) Strengthen the sign-in policy of DPR with the use of IDs; (4) Design behavior rules that people agree to when they sign in to the center.  There were many issues discussed with regards to Rosedale Recreation Center – the cleanliness of the facility was among the issues (e.g. egg on the window/wall that remained for weeks).  To continue improving the safety at the Rosedale Recreation Center, we suggest that the supervisors of this facility and the DPR implement the following quickly:

1. An ID System

2. Draft rules for DPR facilities with input from MPD

3. Visitors to the Recreation Center sign in and agree to obey the facility rules and DC law/code to enter and remain in the facility
4. Barring Notices for people who violate the rules of the facility and/or DC law/code
5. DPR work with MPD on a regular basis to ensure public safety is maintained
6. Install an iron fence around the perimeter of Rosedale Recreation Center

In close, we respectfully ask that you strongly consider our request.  Also, thank you for your continued efforts to improve the Recreation Centers.  If you have any questions, please contact ANC 6A Public Safety Chair, Stephanie Nixon, at (412) 612-8881.

On behalf of the Commission,

Joseph Fengler

CCTV

DRAFT

Date

Councilmember Phil Mendelson, Chairman

Committee on the Judiciary
1350 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Suite 402
Washington, DC 20004
Dear Councilmember Mendelson:  

At its regularly scheduled meeting on June 8, 2006, and with a quorum present, our Commission voted unanimously to support PR 16-766, the Metropolitan Police Department Closed Circuit Television System (CCTV) Regulations Amendment Approval Resolution of 2006 with a suggested modification described in the paragraph below.  Our Commission believes that the pilot projects authorized by PR 16-766 have the potential to help fight crime in DC’s neighborhoods.

One area where we believe this proposed legislation may be improved is with the addition of a requirement to have an external auditor monitor, not less than once a quarter, the implementation of the pilot CCTV projects authorized by this resolution.  In 2003, the United States General Accounting Office (GAO) prepared a report related to the use of video surveillance for law enforcement purposes.  In this report, the GAO identified several best practices that should be considered by localities interested in adopting CCTV.  One best practice cited is an audit of  CCTV systems, to ensure that they are only utilized for the stated purpose of law enforcement and not misused through the inappropriate use or release of data captured through the system. 

In close, we ask that you strongly consider our community’s request for support of PR 16-766.  If you have any questions, please contact ANC 6A Public Safety Chair, Stephanie Nixon, at (412) 612-8881.

On behalf of the Commission,

Joseph Fengler

Chair, Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A

cc: 
Councilmember Sharon Ambrose

Chief of Police Charles Ramsey 

Deputy Mayor Edward Reiskin, Public Safety & Justice

DRAFT 

June 8, 2006

Attorney General Robert J. Spagnoletti

Office of the Attorney General

1350 Pennsylvania Avenue NW, Suite 409

Washington, DC 20004

Re: Statistics for “quality of life” arrests along the

H Street Corridor

Dear Attorney General Spagnoletti,

At its regularly scheduled meeting on June 8, 2006 with a quorum present, our Commission voted unanimously to request that the Attorney General’s Office prepare a monthly list of statistics on the papered “quality of life” arrests.  If provided by your office, this type of data would greatly assist us in motoring and examining the proactive law enforcement efforts of the Metropolitan Police Department, Metro Transit Police Department and any other law enforcement agency that is actively policing the H Street Corridor. Through the Mayor’s Great Streets initiative, the DC government will spend millions to improve the physical infrastructure of this corridor with the goal of supporting increased private investment, economic development and neighborhood livability.  

The Attorney General’s office is responsible for the “papering” of criminal arrests and the prosecution of public order, or “quality of life”, offenses such as possession of an open container of alcohol, drinking in public, urinating in public, indecent exposure and disorderly conduct. These arrests, and their prosecution, are important to both enhance public welfare and improve the safety of the H Street corridor.

Although we receive a monthly list of papered cases from the United States Attorney’s

Office, the Office of the Attorney General does not publish any type of monthly list or statistics on the papered “quality of life” arrests.

Again, your assistance in this matter would greatly affect our ability to improve public safety within the boundaries of ANC 6A.  Please contact ANC 6A Public Safety Committee Chair, Stephanie Nixon, at (412) 612-8881 and the Public Safety Committee via ANC6A_Public_Safety_Committee@yahoogroups.com with any questions and with information.

On behalf of the Commission,

Joseph Fengler

Chair, Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A

cc: Deputy Mayor Edward Reiskin, Public Safety & Justice

Schools & Libraries Committee Report

May 24, 2006

7 pm, Miner Elementary School

Present

Committee Members: André Taylor (6A03); Richard Carlson (6A04); Lisa Turner (6A04); Tony Hurst (6A05); Marc Borbely (co-chair, 6A06); Brenda Artis (6A07); Mfon Ibangha (co-chair, 6A08)

Absent

Audra LeBlanc (6A06)

School Reports

· Maury: Mr. Hurst reported on a community meeting that took place recently at Maury. A child had phoned to invite interested parents. About 100 people attended. Someone sang an inspirational song. Tommy Wells was present. A week later, there was a PTA meeting with about 30 people. The PTA has about $300. Mr. Hurst's son will be in next year's 3-year-old class, consisting of about 20 children (currently there are 9; this is the program's first year). There is a campaign to get Maury two more 3-year-old classes. Also, there is discussion about having morning and and afternoon classes for the 3-year-olds, instead of a full-day class. An art teacher at the school would appreciate donations of toilet paper and paper towl rolls, scraps of fabric, ribbon, egg containers, yoghurt containers, shoe boxes, and aluminum pie plates.


· Miner: Ms. Artis reported that on May 31, teachers and parents would interview seven potential principals. There will be a field day around June 9. The promotion for 6th graders will be on June 12. There will be a boat trip on the Odyssey, for 6th graders. There will also be a Family Day. The police department will start renovations of the Old Miner building, to be occupied by Assistant Chief Jordan. Miner's playground will move to the other end of the field. The playground will be fenced off this summer. 
DC Menu Education and Labeling Act

· After a brief discussion about this proposed legislation (Center for Science in the Public Interest made a presentation about it to the ANC, asking for the ANC's endorsement), the co-chairs agreed to invite a representative from CSPI and from an opposing organization, possibly representing the retail or food service industry, to the next committee meeting, to hear pros and cons of the proposal.

Neighbor Volunteer Survey

· The committee discussed which schools to survey, using the newly approved Neighbor Volunteer Survey. Pros and cons of surveying the various schools were discussed. Gibbs and Miner are getting new principals, so it may be the wrong time. Ms. Artis said she would check with Miner's administration to see if it would be okay to conduct the survey. Mr. Hurst said he would reach out to Maury's administration. Mr. Carlson said he would reach out to Eastern. The ANC is initially surveying two schools. The committee decided to try Miner and Maury, and if one of those falls through initially, to try Eastern.

Eastern Senior High School PTA Fundraising Efforts

· Mr. Carlson reported that Darryl Donnelly has left DCRA, and that this has delayed his efforts to get information from the agency on how to facilitate Eastern PTA's use of the parking lot for fundraising. The main remaining questions: who owns the parking lot? And what uses are permitted under zoning regulations?

· Mr. Ibangha volunteered to seek Tommy Wells's assistance and invite him to the next committee meeting to consider the PTA's request. Mr. Hurst volunteered to seek Cody Rice's assistance on the zoning issue.

New Leadership of the DC Public Libraries

· Mr. Hurst gave a presentation on the background of Jenny Cooper, the new director of the DC Public Libraries. He said Ms. Cooper achieved a high rate of books borrowed per person, in a previous job. In Brooklyn, she was able to raise $16 million and oversaw the construction of a new main branch. She had some trouble with the library board in Brooklyn, concerning a trip to Singapore. Mr. Hurst said library staff had been told they would be consulted before a new director was chosen. The "consultation" amounted to meeting her for half an hour, just before the board voted to approve her hiring. Ms. Cooper will have to decide the future of MLK, and the future of the four closed branches, among other things. Mr. Hurst described in detail the exciting programs the children's section would be offering this summer, at the Northeast Branch: board games (Tuesdays); signup art activities (Wednesdays); grade school story time (Thursdays); and movies with popcorn and cookies (Fridays). There will be a reading contest, with prizes. Mr. Carlson offered to donate his almost-new bicycle as a prize.

Respectfully submitted by Marc Borbely

Transportation Committee Meeting Minutes

Community Room of Capitol Hill Towers (900 G Street NE)

May 22, 2006

Committee members in attendance: Lance Brown, Aryeh Fishman, Jennifer Flather, Ken Granata, DeLania Hardy, Victor McKoy, Claire Rodriguez, Marlon Smoker, Warner Sterling and Omar Mahmud (Chair)

Committee members absent: Maureen Benitz, Diane Hoover and William McColl

I. Call Meeting to Order at approximately 7:10 pm

II. Introductions

III. Community Comment

a. Mr. Mahmud shared information he learned from Rich Luna regarding the car sharing parking space on 12th Street NE, just South of H Street NE.  People not authorized to park in this space are doing so to the detriment of those who use the car sharing service.  Since there is little parking enforcement during the evening, Mr. Luna is looking for ideas to help address this problem.  Mr. Mahmud asked that the Committee think about solutions to this problem for the next meeting.

IV. Mr. Mahmud reviewed the Transportation Committee’s goals for 2006

a. Forum for community to discuss transportation-related issues

b. Provide the ANC with timely well-informed recommendations regarding transportation-related issues (like new sidewalk materials for H Street)

c. Track progress of the streetscape improvement project and implementation of the streetcar line for H Street/Benning Road: A key reason for the committee’s creation

i. Mary Spencer, a community member in attendance, questioned whether installing streetcars on H Street is a good thing.  According to Ms. Spencer, people did not like them when she was growing up.  Omar Mahmud informed all in attendance that the city had undertaken a transportation study for the H Street/Benning Road corridor and had concluded in that study that a streetcar line should be implemented along the corridor.

d. Working with DDOT and other city agencies to implement transportation-related initiatives

e. Stay on top of transportation initiatives that impact our ANC

f. Expand relationships with other ANCs and community groups, including the ANC 6A Public Safety Committee and PSA 102

i. Example: Increase WMATA PD enforcement around the 8th and H intersection

V. Updates

a. City plans to cut service for the D6 and X6 bus lines

i. Claire Rodriguez updated the committee on recent efforts by the DC Night Riders, a community action group she is a member of, to address the city’s plans for the D6 line.  After much hard work on this issue, the DC Night Riders recently learned Metro has decided to retain hourly late night service until 3AM on the D6 line.

ii. Ms. Rodriguez also informed the committee Metro would work with the Friends of the Arboretum to retain some type of service for the X6 line during the flower season.

b. Capitol Hill Transportation Study (“CHTS”)

i. Mr. Mahmud briefed the committee on a recent conversation he had with Chris Delfs of DDOT.  Mr. Delfs informed Mr. Mahmud of the following:

1. The Existing Conditions Report is now available on the DDOT website.

2. The next public hearing on the CHTS will be held on June 21 of this year. Exact time and location to be determined.  At this hearing, DDOT will present information from the Existing Conditions Report and preliminary feedback from consulting experts.

3. The final study will be presented at a meeting to be held some time in September of this year.  Exact date, time and location to be determined.

ii. Mr. Mahmud informed the committee that its goal going forward should be to figure out what intersections, streets and other areas are a problem and to prioritize them for consideration by DDOT as the study moves forward.  In addition, the committee should alert DDOT to conditions it may have missed in the Existing Conditions Report.

c. Streetscape sidewalk materials options

i. Mr. Mahmud informed the committee DDOT is almost certainly going with the concrete aggregate option.

ii. Since the committee has been unable to make a truly informed recommendation regarding choice of sidewalk materials to this point, Mr. Mahmud informed the committee it was suggested by Nick Alberti at the last ANC meeting that the committee come up with a list of four or five key concerns it would like addressed by DDOT in making a final sidewalk material choice.  The committee agreed with this approach.

iii. The committee discussed this issue and decided it would like to forward DDOT the following key concerns:

1. Consult with experts on issues like water treatment, gradation – micron sizes (see iv. Below)

2. Maintenance/gum

3. Handicap issues/high heels

4. Impact of Roots/Trees

iv. Architect from the Capitol informed DeLania Hardy there 
is a special process to get rocks that are just the right size. The concern is DC might not be willing to pay for this process. We should request that DDOT talk to the Capital architect before finalizing materials selection.

v. The committee agreed these recommendations should be presented to the ANC for inclusion in a letter from ANC 6A to DDOT.

d. Resident traffic concerns

i. Ken Granata updated the committee on his efforts to gather information to help the committee address these concerns.  Mr. Granata informed the committee there are several traffic studies (all on the DDOT website) being conducted around the city, including some that impact our ANC such as the H Street Corridor and the CHTS.

1. CHTS gives an overall flow of traffic through our neighborhood; but doesn’t necessarily touch upon our larger concerns such as commuter traffic and commercial vehicles.  It does, however, address crosswalks, signal rotation, two way streets, how commercial vehicles get from major thoroughfares (395, 495, 95) into the city, 11th street bridge, etc.

2. We are looking at the CHTS because people have concerns about 14th and E and 8th Street. Our ultimate goal is to find out what DDOT is going to do to address these and other concerns, and inform it of our top 5 – 10 areas of concern.

ii. Mr. Mahmud asked a question about speeding cameras and who is responsible for installing them.  Jennifer Flather informed all that they are installed and maintained by the police department.  Ms. Flather agreed to look into the process behind requesting the installation of speeding cameras.

iii. Problems at 14th and E St. Charter School, including school buses and parents double parked on the street causing traffic jams and bus engines idling for extended periods of time.

1. The community has begun an email correspondence with the Principal, but he needs additional help from the community.

2. Commissioner Borbely requested the following:

a. Contact DCPS to determine who is in charge of monitoring bus idling.  DeLania Hardy volunteered to take on this task.

b. Look into moving the drop off and pick up points for students to a designated place where 14th Street won’t get backed up with traffic.  There is currently no such designation.  Also, ask for a limitation on pick up and drop off hours.

i. The committee suggested the Principal could also call downtown and say where/how they want the bus to pick up and drop off students.

3. Community members also raised concern about drivers speeding through this area.  The committee discussed the possibility of requesting “traffic calming” measures from the city. As mentioned above, Jennifer Flather has volunteered to take on this task.

4. Commissioner Borbely also requested the ANC send a letter to DCPS if the issue is not resolved by the June meeting.

a. The Committee felt this might not be the best approach at the time since it lacks enough information to formulate a request or propose a remedy. The committee decided it would be more effective if it addressed this issue again once committee members gathered more information.

5. Marlon Smoker agreed to be the “fact finder” on these issues.  He will go to the site, observe the conditions brought to the committee’s attention and report back no later than the next regularly scheduled meeting.

6. The committee agreed to try its best to gather enough information to formulate a recommendation before the next ANC meeting, approving a draft letter by sending it around to the group via email.  However, it was unable to firmly commit to this goal since it is uncertain it will be able to gather all the information it needs prior to the next ANC meeting in roughly two weeks.

e. Joint effort with the Public Safety Committee to focus WMATA PD’s attention on bus stops at the 8th and H intersection.

i. Since Diane Hoover is not available at this time, Mr. Mahmud suggested someone from the committee provide assistance on this matter in her absence.

ii. Mr. Mahmud informed the committee the goal is to free up MPD resources for enforcement along other parts of the H Street corridor.  This, in turn, will aid the revitalization effort by bringing a better sense of safety to the corridor.

iii. Claire Rodriguez volunteered assistance from a member of the DC Night Riders, possibly Jesse Rauch who was in attendance. Mr. Mahmud agreed to put the DC Night Riders in touch with Stephanie Nixon, Chair of the Public Safety Committee.

f. Bus Shelter design

i. Mr. Mahmud informed the committee that according to Alice Kelly of DDOT, one design has been chosen for use throughout the city, historic district or not.

1. It is possible different colored shelters will be used for historic districts, but it’s not clear if that decision has been made yet.

g. RFK parking enforcement buffer zone

i. After discussing this issue at the last meeting, the committee recommended the neighbors drop their request for a “buffer zone” and join the RPP process.

ii. Mr. Mahmud informed the committee this item was placed on the agenda again per the request of Commissioner Borbely.  Since none of the community members in attendance came to discuss this issue, Commissioner Borbely was no longer at the meeting, and the committee had already discussed this issue at the last meeting, it did not see any reason to discuss the issue again or change its prior recommendation.

VI. Adjourn meeting at 8:35 pm

NEW BUSINESS
BY-LAWS -- PROPOSED REVISION.

Page 2, Article ll.  Commission Geographic Area

Current Reading: “The boundaries of the Commission are all in North East …”

Proposed Reading: Except for the DC Correctional Facility located at 

                                 1901 D Street,  South East , which is in SMD 6A08,                   

                                  the boundaries of the Commission are all in North East.  

                                  The boundaries are generally…

                                   OR:  The boundaries of the Commission are all located in

                                    North East, except for the DC Correctional Facility located at 

                                    1901 D Street, South East, which is in SMD 6A08.   

                                    The boundaries are generally…    

Rationale:  The Street Index of SMD 6A08, from the Board of Elections and Ethics,   

                   shows the DC Correctional Facility in this SMD. 

                   The DC Correctional Facility is located at 1901 D Street, South East, on the    

                   grounds of  what used to be the DC General Hospital.  

Page 3, from Article IV.  Commission Responsibilities .  

 General Scope of Responsibilities.  Section 1, (d). 

  Current Reading: (d) The Commission may initiate its own proposals for

                                     District Government action and undertake other projects beneficial                 

                                     to the community.

   Page 3, Section 2. (c) Public Hearings  

   Current Reading:  (c)  The Commission may initiate its own proposals for District 

                                       Government action.

     Proposed Reading: (Retain (d), but delete (c)). “The Commission may initiate its 

                                       own proposals for District Government action and undertake 

                                       other projects beneficial to the community”.

 Rationale:  Redundancy.
 ARTICLE V. Meetings. Section 2. (a), (d), (e),  page 9.                      

Current Reading: Voting in Commission meetings shall be restricted to Commission 

                              members.  All members shall have equal voting rights following the 

                               principle of  one person one vote.  There shall be no voting by 

                               proxy.  However, to the greatest degree possible, the principle of 

                               common courtesy and consensus should be allowed to prevail.

Proposed Reading: Voting in Commission meetings shall be restricted to the                                       

                                  Commissioners. All members shall have equal voting rights

                                   following the principle of one person one vote.  There shall be 

                                   no voting by proxy.    

Rationale:               The word: “Commissioners” is precise. It is also 

                                consistent with Article III. Commission Membership.   Section 1, 

                                 page 2. The sentence: “However, to the degree possible,  the 

                                 principle of common courtesy and consensus should be allowed to 

                                 prevail”, though laudable, is fraught with the difficulty of empirical 

                                 verifiability; too subjective and imprecise, and, therefore, should be 

                                 deleted.

 (d) Change the last “d” to “e”

   Rationale: There are two (2) “ds”.  One after the other.

(e) change  “e” to “f” to maintain chronology; and change “that” to “who”.

   Rationale:   The relative pronoun, “that”,  is used in reference to  non- humans or 

                       inanimate objects, while the relative pronoun “who” is used in reference to 

                       humans or animals with names, e.g,  dogs.

 Page 10, Section 6.    Definition of emergency is not consistent with 1-309.01(c)(3), 

                                    page 1 of  Subchapter V .  Advisory Neighborhood Commission .

Current Reading:        An “emergency” means that an action must be taken 

                                    immediately preserve the public peace, health, safety, welfare

                                    or moral pursuant as outlined by District Columbia law, 

                                     regulation or code.  

Proposed Reading:       “Emergency” means an action taken to immediately preserve 

                                     the public peace, health, safety, welfare, or morals pursuant to 

                                     § 2-506(c).   

Rationale: It is consistent with 1-309.01(c)(3), page 1 of  Subchapter V.  Advisory 

                  Neighborhood Commission, and applies, across the board, to all 

                  DC Government Agencies .     

Page 13, Article VIII, Section l.

Current Reading :  The Commission shall elect officers from its members and standing 

                               Committee chairs at a public meeting of the Commission held in 

                               January each year.

Proposed Reading: The Commission shall elect officers from its membership, and 

                                  chairs of its standing committees from both its membership and 

                                  the residents of the ANC area, at a public meeting of the 

                                  Commission held in January each year.

Rationale:  “The Commission shall elect officers from its membership”, is consistent 

                    with Article 111. Commission Membership.  “…and chairs of its 

                     standing committees  from both its membership and the residents of 

                     the ANC area…”, is consistent with ANC Handbook 2005 – 2006, 

                     IV. NON-FINANCIAL REQUIREMENTS, page 23, last paragraph.

                      It reads: “The law governing the Advisory Neighborhood Commission 

                      allows each Commission to establish committees and task forces as needed.

                      Membership, as well as the chairmanship, on such committees and task 

                      forces is to be open to any resident of the Commission area.  The 

                      chairperson of  such a committee or task force is appointed by the 

                      commission.”   

                       This also mirrors the current configuration of  Commission officers and 

                       Committees chairmanship.      

Section 2. Method of Election, b(1), page 24

Current Reading:  Each candidate shall be nominated by a Commissioner and must be 

                              seconded by another Commissioner.  A Commissioner may nominate 

                              him or herself, but may not second the nomination.  Upon receiving a 

                              second, the candidate shall be afforded a brief  period of time to 

                              address the nomination.

Proposed Reading: Each candidate shall be nominated by a Commissioner and 

                                  must be seconded by another Commissioner.  A Commissioner 

                                  may nominate him or herself, but may not second the 

                                  nomination.  Upon receiving a second, the candidate shall be 

                                  granted some time to address the nomination.

Rationale: The use of  “period of time” or “time period” are both incorrect, according to 

the rules of language, otherwise referred to as “grammar”.  This is because “period” refers to “time” and “time” refers to “period” and should not be used together. Accordingly, the phrase, “granted some time”, is preferred and better.   
 Article XII. Bylaws, Section 3, page 24.

Current Reading: It shall require two-thirds of the Commission as a whole to approve 

                             amendments to the bylaws.  When appropriate, revisions or 

                             amendments to these bylaws shall be approved after the reading of the 

                             proposed change at one regularly scheduled meeting prior to its 

                             consideration.  

Proposed Reading: It shall require two-thirds of the Commissioners present and 

                                  voting, to approve amendments to these bylaws.  When 

                                  appropriate, revisions or amendments to these bylaws shall be 

                                  approved after  the reading of  the proposed change at one 

                                   regularly scheduled meeting prior to its consideration.  

Rationale:  ARTICLE V. Meetings, Section 2. Voting, stipulates that “There shall be no 

                   voting by proxy”.  Section 2 (a) also provides that “Voting in Commission 

                    meetings shall be restricted to Commission members.”  The insertion of the  

                    phrase, “Commissioners present and voting” is, therefore, appropriate 

                    and consistent with these provisions.  
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