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Committee Reports

Community Outreach Committee (COC)
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District of Columbia Government

Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A

Agenda for June 14, 2007


7:00 pm 
Call to order, adopt agenda and approve previous meeting’s minutes (page 4).

7:05
Community Comments (2 minutes each)

7:10
Officer Reports:


Chair (2 minutes)

Summer Meeting Schedule
Vice-Chair (2 minutes)



Secretary (2 minutes) 
Letters not sent from last meetings (for informational purposes only):

From April meeting:
Letter to request party status with BZA on parking re: Specialty Hospital of Washington - Open

Letter to DCRA / DDOT regarding Mount Moriah Church sign - Open

From May meeting:
Letter to DDOT requesting operation review of traffic signals at Ninth and Tenth Streets (open)

Letter to DDOT on public space violation enforcement at 1319 Constitution (open)

Letter to DDOT requesting Parking Increment Financing District along H Street (open)

Letter to PEPCO regarding loose metal plates (open)

Letter regarding Marathon (open)

Letter regarding ANC Reform Initiatives (open)


Treasurer (2 minutes) - starts on page 24
1. Approve treasurer’s report and previous month’s disbursements.

2. Approve monthly photocopying expenses. 

7:20
Single Member District reports (2 minutes each)


Standing Committee Reports:
7:35
Alcohol Beverage Licensing (4 minutes) – starts on page 25
1. Update:  H Street Moratorium

2. Recommendation:  Do not protest liquor license renewal for Granville Moore’s Brickyard (1238 H Street) and continue the voluntary agreement.
3. Recommendation:  Do not protest liquor license renewal for The Argonaut (1433 H Street) and continue the voluntary agreement.
4. Recommendation:  Do not protest liquor license renewal for The Majestic by Gwen (1386 H Street) and continue the voluntary agreement.
5. Next meeting: 7:00 p.m., June 19, 2007. (third Tuesday)

6. Accept Committee Report

7:40
Economic Development and Zoning (10 minutes) – starts on page 34

1. Nomination: Annie Swingen

2. Recommendation: Support the Comstock project (ZC 06-34) at the ZC hearing if the remaining concerns are addressed.

3. Recommendation: Support the replacement of the rear chimney with an elevator, conditionally support the enclosure of the rear patio if channel glass is used and letters of support are obtained from the adjacent neighbors, and oppose the enclosure of the front portico with glass. (HPRB Case 07-XXX)

4. Recommendation: Support the City Council for Bill 17-0086 and suggest that it be amended to require DCRA to report vacant properties to OTR quarterly and the affected ANC be notified when the Mayor exempts a property from the vacant property rules.

5. Recommendation: Authorize the changing of the venue for the ED&Z meetings to Sherwood Recreation Center.

6. Next meeting: 7:00 p.m., June 26, 2007 (fourth Tuesday).

7. Accept Committee Report

7:50
Community Outreach (10 minutes) – starts on page x
1. Resignations: Jesse Rauch and Rich Carlson

2. Recommendation: approve grant application received from TFCH in the amount of $380 (not to exceed) for Treegators for use on street trees within ANC 6A boundaries.

3. Recommendation: approve grant application received from KidPower DC in the amount of $1,000 to pay for a digital camera and the fees charged by the skating and dance instructors associated with their summer camp program.

4. Next meeting – 7:30 p.m., June 18, 2007 (third Monday)

5. Accept Committee Report.

8:00
Public Safety (15 minutes) – starts on page x
1. Recommendation:  Submit a letter of support (with suggestions) for Councilmember Graham’s proposed amendment to the Hot Spot No Loitering Zone Amendment Act of 2007 (amending D.C. 21Law 11-270; D.C. Official Code § 48-1001) to the Council Committee on Public Safety and Judiciary

2. Recommendation:  Submit a letter to the ANC 6A at large to request that MPD continue with the bike program on a district-wide level at the Commander’s discretion during warmer months.

3. Recommendation:  Submit a letter to Chief Lanier in response to her May letter regarding denial of a police substation and additional police officers in PSA 102 and 103.

4. Recommendation:  Letters regarding drug and crime related concerns to owners the following properties: 112 15th Street NE, 101 15th St NE (1504 A St NE) Unit A, 1536 A St NE , 1518 A St NE. 

5. Next meeting – 7:00 p.m., June 20, 2007 (third Wednesday)

6. Accept Committee Report.

8:15
Transportation and Public Space Committee (5 minutes) – starts on page x
1. Recommendation: Announce at the June ANC meeting that a public discussion on possible uses for the public space adjacent to 1401 Maryland Ave. NE will be held at the June Transportation and Public Space Committee meeting.
2. Recommendation: Send Mr. Granata’s draft letter requesting precise traffic camera request procedures.

3. Next meeting – 7:00 p.m., June 25, 2007 (fourth Monday)

4. Accept Committee Report.

8:20
Unfinished Business 
8:20
New Business – starts on page x

1. H Street Heritage Trail (Beatty)

2. Letter to DCPS regarding Maury Elementary School Fence (Alberti)

3. Motion provided by Commissioner Holmes regarding enhancements to ANC operations (Holmes)

4. Letter to DPR regarding wrought iron Fence for Sherwood Recreation Center (Fengler)

5. Letter to Inspector General requesting audit of Public Charter School Board notification process (Fengler)

6. Nomination of Chris Homan to serve as an ANC 6A representative to Vacant Property Task Force (Fengler)

7. Approve Commissioner Fengler to offer ANC 6A testimony regarding Noise Control Protection Amendment Act of 2007 (Bill 17-177) on July 9, 2007 (Fengler)

8. Louis Dreyfus Property Group’s Capitol Place project amenity package (Fengler)

9. Letter to DCPS to encourage support of the Community Action Group (CAG) tutoring program with Eastern SHS students.  (Nixon) 

10. Letter to DCRA and DDOT to highlight the different interpretations of sign code as it relates to the proposed Mt. Moriah Baptist Church sign.  (Nixon/Alberti)

11. Approve Comstock PUD with specific recommendations regarding the project and traffic patterns, particularly the funding for the Eastern SHS basketball court remodeling, and $25,000 to Capitol Hill Community Foundation designated for grants to Eastern SHS and Eliot JHS applicant for exterior improvements/maintenance. 

12. Zoning Commission Roundtable Discussion – June 21 (Fengler/Ronneberg)

8:55
Community comments – Round 2 (if time permits)

9:00
Adjourn
Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A

Miner Elementary School

Minutes

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m.

Present: Commissioners Alberti, Fengler, Holmes, Marshall, Nixon, and Schultheiss. 

Absent: Commissioner Beatty, Mack

 1. Approval of agenda

Discussion of the Comstock project was added to New Business

The additions were approved without objection.

 2. Minutes

The minutes for the March meeting were adopted, with minor amendments, without objection

 3. Community Comments
Commander William Flynn of the 2nd Battalion at 15th and C announced that smoke detectors are available from the Fire Department and that firefighters fire fighters will install them for residents.

He announced that, as a result of the Eastern Market fire, the Fire Department is conducting a formal program to identify fire hydrants that are broken, and are doing between 15-30 per day, and reporting them to WASA.  He also said that the rash of manhole cover explosions has been caused by electrical faults.  The phone number at which to reach the local chief is 673-3382.

 4. Community Presentation
Emeka Moneme, the new Director of DDOT, along with Ward 6 Transportation Planned Karina Ricks addressed the meeting and answered a group of questions prepared by the Commission:

He began by saying he had come to his job at DDOT from an earlier stint at DDOT and two years at WMATA, and so was aware of both surface transportation and transit issues, and that his responsibilities included streets, sidewalks, alleys, the movement of traffic, such issues as striping, working with the Office of Planning on the development of traffic plans, trees, public space management, including coordinating with PEPCO, WASA and the Metro Board.

H Street Streetscape
The H Street construction will take three years.  A contract will be awarded in the fall, and construction will begin shortly thereafter.  The streetcar project will take longer because the Anacostia line is being used as a model and has to be done first.  The construction will be broken into three phases in order to provide on-street parking during the construction.  Meters will be installed in the areas not being worked on, and then will be removed and moved during the next phase.  They are looking at the removal of parking restrictions during the construction.  He said that the will encourage people to use the buses, which he called excellent.  

They are reaching out internationally to between 6-10 companies to operate the streetcars, and asking for bids both on the current projects and potential future plans.  The “back door” of Union Station, at 3rd Street, is currently planned as the western terminus of the streetcar, and the east terminus will be at Benning Road and Oklahoma Avenue NE.  In the short term they are planning turn-arounds at both ends. He said that the Union Station area will not be done next year.

He said that the X2 and B2 are the most heavily traveled routes in the District, and service will be impacted by construction. Commissioners commented on how unsafe they are to ride, and how irregular the schedule is, and asked whether officers could be put onto the buses.  It was suggested that buses for the entertainment district be wrapped or otherwise identified.  Mr. Moneme said that bus shelters will be built and have the “Next Bus” system.  He said that bus delays are traffic controlled, but that at least passengers will be able to know about them. He also spoke about the possibility of additional buses leaving the Bladensburg Rd. garage in the evenings after their regular routes are completed for the day, and encouraging bar owners to encourage customers to use buses, which they will able to call to find out the schedule.

In answer to a question about the cost effectiveness of the streetcar, Mr. Monome said that H Street will be an important corridor and multi-modal transportation is a good way to get people shopping on H Street; it’s being used as an economic development tool.

He reported that he had spoken with PEPCO managers about the steel plates on H Street, and said that the Starburst at Benning Road will not be done in concurrence with the other work, and will be started this summer,

Curb Cuts
Mr. Moneme said the current curb cut policy is to not allow curb cuts where there are alleys or in commercial areas.  They also check on historic issues.  The administrative process is currently to move certain curb cuts to the Public Space Committee.  ANC involvement is another issue that needs to be addressed.  He is in the process of creating a formal Curb Cut Board to expedite review and deal with these issues.  Commissioners raised the issue of the illegal curb cut at 701 10th Street NE, and asked whether there was any recourse. He said there was no notification process for ANCs and said the Board would create policy to rectify that.

Public Space Violations
The question was raised about electrical boxes that are illegally not affixed to houses but are located on public space. Mr. Moneme did not have an answer to this clear violation of DC code, and said he would look into it.  Saying “we deserve better than that”, Mr. Alberti said the ANC would send a letter about three pending cases, demanding a response back.  

Traffic Calming Measures
Mr. Moneme said that on speed bumps and alley cleaning, data has to be collected before anything can be done. He said that alley restoration costs $180,000 per alley, and they are putting together a priority list.  He said that there is more in the DDOT “toolbox:” than speed bumps, such as raised crosswalks, etc. and he wants to work with the community to identify what should be done.  Commissioner Nixon identified specific alleys in her SMD, and Ward 6 Transportation planner Chris Delfs said that C Street has been identified as a traffic Hot Spot, and signs will be put it.  Mr. Moneme said that her was more money allocated in the 0008 budget for traffic calming, and he wants people to say where they want it to be spent.

Capitol Hill Transportation Study
Mr. Moneme reported that he is working on proposed changes, starting with making Constitution Avenue two-way beginning in July.  Independence Ave., 17th and 19th Streets are more complex and will not happen until 2008.

 5. Officer Reports

Treasurer

Commissioner Alberti presented the Treasurer’s Report. The report shows that the opening checking account balance was $28,984.14, including a District allotment of $5,794.43, and that the savings account balance was $4,168.41, including an interest payment of $1.06.  .  There were disbursements of $135.00 to Roberta Weiner for transcription of minutes (Check #1309); $1030.25 to FedEx/Kinko’s for copying (Check #1307); $240.43 to the Current Newspapers/Voice for a joint ad with ANC 6A (Check #1308); and $884.81 to Awards Unlimited for grant to the PTSA Eastern High School for the Health and Medical Science Academy (Check #1310), leaving a balance of $26,693.65 in the checking account, and $4,168.41 in the savings account.  Motion: Commissioner Alberti moved/ Commissioner Fengler seconded a motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report. It was approved without objection.

Motion: Commissioner Alberti moved that $600 be approved for copying for ANC materials, and that up to $60 be approved for copying for each Committee’s materials and each SMD’s materials for the next month.  The motion was accepted without objection.

Motion: Commissioner Alberti moved/Commissioner Holmes seconded approval of the ANC’s quarterly report for the 2nd Quarter of FY 07.  It was approved without objection.

Commissioner Alberti announced that the ANC audit would take place the following Monday, and would be for the 2005, 2006 and first two quarters of 2007 fiscal years.

 6. SMD Reports

Mr. Schultheiss reported that he had met with owners of Checkers, who had come from Florida, and they have agreed to better security at the establishment and to work with MPD, and to report back in a month on what steps had been taken.  He said a letter will be send outlining the points made in the discussion. Commissioner Alberti suggested that a time frame be set for implementation of the steps, and that they be available for the ANC’s July meeting.

Ms. Nixon reported on the Teen Summit Live, saying that the Mayor had issued a proclamation declaring May 5th as Youth Against Violence Day.  She also reported the following:

· She organized a neighborhood walk around her SMD and discovered several problems requiring attention

· She worked successfully with DPW to get parking tickets rescinded when the agency posted emergency No Parking signs without notice on D Street NE On April 18th.   She discussed the appointment of point person at DPW to deal with similar issues in the future.
· She held a joint roundtable with AND 6B at Mt. Moriah Church about the sign, which Mt. Moriah has not yet submitted its application because it is waiting for the ANC to act.

· She is working on getting speed cameras on C Street NE, because there are four schools on the street, and according to Chris Delfs, there is too much traffic for speed bumps

· She is working with neighbors on getting information on petitioning for speed control measures on 17th Street NE, and will involve Commissioner Mack because of its proximity to Rosedale Rec Center

· PSA 103 is hoping to work with Eliot Junior High School of removing the graffiti located on the eastern wall of the school

· The owner of a building at1637 E Street NE says he is renting the units in his building individually, dispelling rumors that it was being used as a group home.

She met, along with Dana and Brit Wycoff and David Holmes, with Office of Planning and the developers of the Comstock project.  They seemed reluctant to change the façade of the building.  They also reported that DCPS had given them permission only to replace the basketball court at Eastern HS.

Mr. Holmes reported that there are five intersections that are missing signs, and he has been contacting DDOT to get the issue taken care of.

Mr. Marshall reported that a crack house at 811 10th Street has been shut down, and that guns, alcohol drugs—and tickets (for a cover charge) had been found, and he expressed his thanks to Councilmember Wells and Commander Groomes.  He said his next SMD meeting will feature a visit from the Councilmember.

 7. Committee Reports
Alcoholic Beverage and Licensing 

The committee recommended the initiation of a recognition campaign for licensees and creates community awareness through window stickers for their participation.  Motion: Commissioner Fengler moved/Commissioner Alberti seconded a Committee recommendation that the resources of the Community Outreach Committee be utilized to maximize the impact of the alcohol license recognition program, and it should be referred to the COC for further study of expenses required and recommendation for ANC approval.  It passed without objection.

Motion: Mr. Fengler moved/Mr. Alberti seconded a motion to accept the Committee’s report.  It was accepted without object ion.


Economic Development and Zoning

Motion: Mr. Fengler moved/Mr. Holmes seconded the nomination of Harry Stevenson to serve as a member of the Economic Development and Zoning Committee.

BZA Case 17620 – 1383-85 H Street NE

This is a request for three variances for the construction of a three-story infill building at 1383-85 H Street NE, to increase the lot occupancy from 75% to 99.5%, to waive the rear yard requirement, and to waive the on-site parking requirement.

Drew Ronenberg said that the Committee had questions about the variances, but that no representative of the applicant had appeared at the Committee meeting, and the Committee had voted to recommend that the ANC oppose the request. Motion: Commissioner Fengler moved/Commissioner Alberti seconded a motion to accept the Committee’s recommendation that the ANC oppose BZA case 17683 until such time as the applicant answers questions from the community about the project.  It passed without objection.

The Committee’s report was accepted without objection.


Community Outreach

Motion: Mr. Fengler moved/Mr. Alberti seconded a motion to accept the Committee’s recommendation that the ANC approve a grant of $1,500 to Urban Family Development Inc. for math and reading curriculum materials for a summer program, which will include students from Miner, Maury and Ludlow-Taylor schools.  The motion passed without objection.

The Committee’s report was accepted without objection.

Public Safety
Ms. Nixon reported that the issue of the complex issue of police papering of perpetrators, and the committee had voted to support the sending of a letter to MPD, OAG and the US Attorney’s Office supporting papering reform for the District.  Motion: Ms. Nixon moved/Nr, Alberti seconded a motion to accept the Committee’s recommendation to send a letter of support of papering reform to MPD, OAG and the US Attorney.  It passed 7-0.

Motion: Ms. Nixon moved/Mr. Alberti seconded a motion to accept the committee’s recommendation to send a letter relevant City Council Members suggesting changes in legislation revising the noise ordinances, using a letter written by Commissioner Holmes.  Mr. Fengler suggested amending the letter by removing a suggestion that DCRA purchase more decibel meters, because of the expense.  The amendment was accepted. The motion passed without objection.

Commissioner Nixon suggested that the ANC approve a template for letter than can be sent to residents when there are concerns about public safety on, at, or around a property. Motion: Commissioner Nixon moved/Commissioner Holmes seconded a motion to approve the template of a letter to be sent to residents in areas where public safety is an issue. It passed without objection.

Te Public Safety Committee report was accepted without objection.


Transportation and Public Space

Motion: Commissioner Fengler moved/Commissioner Schultheiss seconded a motion to accept the resignation of Claire Rodriguez as a member of the committee.  The motion was accepted without objection.

Motion: Commissioner Fengler moved/Commissioner Alberti seconded a motion to accept the Committees recommendation to send a letter to DDOT requesting an operational review of the traffic signals at 9th and 10th Streets on Maryland Avenue NE.  It passed without objection.

Motion: Commissioner Fengler moved/Commissioner Schultheiss seconded a motion to accept the Committee’s recommendation asking for public space enforcement at 1319 Constitution Avenue NE, to include an inquiry regarding the electrical code to determine if there is a conflict between the electrical and public d space codes.  It was suggested that the other two cases mentioned by commissioner Alberti be included.  The motion passed without objection.

Motion: Commissioner Fengler moved/Commissioner Schultheiss seconded a motion to accept the Committee’s recommendation to send a letter to DDOT requesting that they consider the feasibility of instituting a Parking Increment Financing district along the H Street corridor, with revenues to support the development of a BID, increased parking enforcement and improved infrastructure along the corridor and adjacent streets and alleys.  The motion passed without objection.

Motion: Mr. Fengler moved/Commissioner Alberti seconded that the ANC accept the Committee’s recommendation to send a letter to PEPCO, copying DDOT officials and Councilmember Wells, regarding a remedy for the loose metal plates installed by PEPCO along H Street.  The motion passed without objection.

Motion: Commissioner Fengler moved/Commissioner Alberti seconded a motion to accept the Committee’s recommendation to send a letter to DDOT, WMATA, DPW, MPD Chief Lanier and the National Marathon race organizers thanking all for bringing the marathon to ANC 6D, and expressing various concerns to be considered when planning next year’s event.  The motion passed without objection.

The Transportation and Public Space Committee’s report was accepted without objection.

 8. New Business

ANC Reform Initiatives

Motion: Commissioner Holmes moved/Commissioner Alberti seconded a motion that the ANC request that the City Council the provision of 1/an attorney within the ANC office dedicated to assisting ANCs with appearances and appeals before the Zoning Commission and BZA; and 2/staff within the ANC Office who can advise and assist ANCs on the procedures of the Alcoholic Beverage Control Board, the Department of Consumer and Regulatory Affairs, the Department of Public Works, the Department of Transportation, and others.  The motion passed without objection.

Joint Task Force on Vacant Property

Motion:  Commissioner Schultheiss moved that the ANC support the establishment of a joint task force with ANC 6C to combat vacant property within ANC 6A and 6C with Charles Elliot appointed to chair the task force, including an appropriation, not to exceed $275, for Committee expenses, such as printing and postage.

Commissioner Alberti expressed concern about the makeup of the Committee, and how with a joint committee, it could respect the rules of the ANC’s committee structure, and would not emphasize one half of H Street over the other.  Questions were raised about how people were appointed and removed.  Mr. Schultheiss responded that it was currently a voluntary group, and was working well both on H Street and side streets as well.  Dr. Ronenberg reported that Charles Elliot already has 160 properties on his list, is very well organized, and Mr. Fengler added that people who want to volunteer should be welcomed and get as many people as want to work.  He added that the mission is a simple one.  Charles Allen, of Councilmember Wells’ office, said that the Councilmember was also involved, and has resources that can help, including lists of City-owned vacant properties, and franking privileges for postage.  

Mr. Schultheiss proposed a friendly amendment that the committee should be cooperative, have as large a membership as possible, that volunteers can identify properties on their block.  The motion passed without objection.

Bicycle Lanes

Mr. Schultheiss reported that DDOT has notified the ANC of its intention to install bicycle lanes on C Street and North Carolina Avenue. Motion:  Commissioner Schultheiss moved/Commissioner Holmes seconded a motion that ANC 6A send a letter to DDOT supporting the installation of bicycle lanes on C Street and North Carolina Avenue.  The motion passed without objection.

Checkers
Motion: Commissioner Schultheiss moved/Commissioner Nixon seconded a motion to send a letter to the Checkers Corporation and Patrick Jenkins, the franchise owner of the restaurant at 1401 Maryland Avenue, requesting their consultation with MPD to determine security improvements needed at the property to protect employees, patrons and neighbors of the restaurant.  It was suggested that the language of the letter be modified to say that that they “expect” them to meet with MPD, and “expect them to follow up.  The motion was passed without objection.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:25 pm.
May 30, 2007
Patrick Jenkins

Checkers Franchise Owner

Checkers Restaurant

1401 Maryland Avenue, NE

Washington, DC 20002

Dear Mr. Jenkins,

At our regularly scheduled public meeting on May 10, 2007, our Commission voted unanimously to invite you, your staff, and the Checkers Corporation to partner with the residents of this neighborhood, the Metropolitan Police Department (MPD), and this Commission. Our goal of this partnership is to improve the safety of patrons, neighbors, and employees of your restaurant as well as to enhance the image of your Checkers Restaurant in the neighborhood.

As discussed at our public meeting on May 10, 2007, the two recent incidents connected with your Checkers Restaurant at 1401 Maryland, NE have created grave concern within our community.  Your concern for the welfare of the neighborhood and your commitments to partner with the community were appreciated.  Your quick actions to install security cameras are a strong initial statement to the community of your sincerity.  In addition, neighbors have seen your staff walking the adjacent streets, picking up litter associated with your restaurant.  

The ANC is looking forward to facilitating a continued partnership with the community to accomplish the remaining goals we set forth from the meeting, including:

· Improvement of staff training to report activity to the police, and to cooperate as necessary

· Investigate a partnership with the H Street Business Community and/or Evolve LLC to focus on street cleaning and joint security

· Willingness to hire security as necessary to discourage loitering and criminal activity 

· Installation of “NO LOITERING” signs 

· Continuation of an open dialogue the ANC to build a positive relationship with the community

We invite you to report back to the public your progress on these goals at our July 12th ANC public meeting. We appreciate the effort you have put forth thus far and we look forward to helping you strengthen our community.  Please contact Commissioner Bill Schultheiss (202-257-9994) with any questions you have.  We look forward to working with you.

On behalf of the Commission,

 

 

Joseph Fengler

Chair, Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A

Cc: 
Mr. Adam Noyes, Executive Vice President of Company Operations and Services


Mr. James Nellis, Senior Manager, Field Marketing Checkers Drive In Restaurants, Inc.

Commander Diane Groomes, Metropolitan Police Department, 1st District

Councilmember Tommy Wells, Ward 6

May 22, 2007

Zoning Commission

One Judiciary Square

441 4th Street NW, Suite 210S

Washington, DC 20001

Re: ZC Case #06-34 (Comstock – PUD @ 1705-1729 East Capitol St, SE)

Dear Zoning Commissioners,

At a regularly scheduled and properly noticed public meeting on May 10, 2007, our Commission voted 7-0-0 (with 5 Commissioners required for a quorum) to oppose Comstock ZC Case #06-34.  We have already submitted a letter to request party status and have attached the form to the present letter.

Our Commission is seeking party status in this case because we are within 200 feet of the Planned Unit Developments along East Capitol Street SE and will be significantly impacted by the development.  Accordingly, we are concerned with the following issues:

1. The applicant is proposing that a portion of the property be upzoned to R-5-B from R-4.  The upzoning will increase the density and negatively impact surrounding community as well as exceed the existing infrastructure capacity for a residential neighborhood.

2. The current plans indicate that only 11 of the planned units will be “affordable”.  Our Commission strongly believes that affordable housing is a must and that the builder should allot 20% of the planned development as affordable units.

3. The current renderings of the facade are inconsistent with the architectural vocabulary of the surrounding neighborhood.  For example, Comstock is requesting a 50’ height, with the top floor of inconsistent and inappropriate material (appears to be stucco) contrasting unpleasantly with the brick veneer used on the first three floors.  The cornice should be moved to the top of the structure.  Beyond that, the utility structures on the roof are only sketched in.  These elevator housings and other utilities would be an unpleasant contrast to the architectural vernacular of beautiful historic Capitol Hill.  

4. The value of community amenities is meager compared to over 35,000 additional square feet that the developer is seeking from the upzoning and PUD.  ANC 6A estimates that the value to the developer is over $9,000,000, while the value of the community amenities is around meager $15,000.  The developer must increase the amenities package for the entire community.
In close, the following are authorized to act on behalf of ANC6A for the purposes of this case: Commissioner Stephanie Nixon (202-222-8570), Commissioner Joseph Fengler, Commissioner Nick Alberti, Commissioner David Holmes, Commissioner William Schultheiss, Dana Wyckoff, Brit Wyckoff, Linda Whitted, and Drew Ronneberg.

On behalf of the Commission,

Joseph Fengler, Chair

Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A

May 30, 2007

Mr. Clifford Moy

Secretary of the Board of Zoning Adjustments

Office of Zoning

441 4th St. NW, Suite 210S

Washington, DC 20001

Re: BZA Case 17620 (1383-1385 H St. NE)

At a regularly scheduled and properly noticed meeting on May 10, 2007, our Commission voted 6-0-0 (with 5 Commissioners required for a quorum) to oppose the above referenced application.

Although the owner’s agent, Mr. Ed Nunley, was notified by our Commission twice by phone and once by email that we would hear the case on April 24, no one representing the owner was present at the for this meeting.  Furthermore, Mr. Nunley provided no explanation of the absence, nor did the applicant request inclusion on the agenda for the following month.

We also requested that Mr. Nunley provide the Statement of Burden of Proof, which was not included in the documentation package received from the Office of Zoning.  This crucial document has still not been received by our Commission.

To date, our Commission has not been provided with any justification for the three variances (relief from lot occupancy requirements, rear yard setback requirements and on-site parking requirements).   We strongly urge the Board to not grant these variances without the owner’s agent making a meaningful attempt to justify the requested zoning relief to our Commission.

On Behalf of the Commission,

Joseph Fengler

Chair, Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A

May 22, 2007

Councilmember Mary Cheh

Chairperson, Committee on Public Services and Consumer Affairs

1350 Pennsylvania Avenue NW, Suite 108

Washington, DC 20004

Councilmember Mary Cheh:

We applaud the introduction of  the Noise Control Protection Amendment Act of 2007 (Bill 17-177 ) and welcome the opportunity to testify in support of the bill on Monday, July 9, 2007 at 10:00am in the Council Chamber located in John A. Wilson Building located at 1350 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
After a review of the Noise Control Protection Amendment Act of 2007, we noticed several issues that should be amended to ensure our residents are protected from harmful noise levels.  We believe that these changes will protect the right to free speech.  Accordingly, the following amendments we offer for consideration were approved unanimously at our Commission meeting on May 10, 2007: 

· Measured Distance.  Limit loudness to a level that does not inhibit residents' quiet enjoyment of their homes.  The 50 foot provision for measuring sound at 70 dB(A) is simply not enough protection.  To accommodate mixed-use zoning corridors, such as H Street NE, the Act should be amended to state: "50 feet or the closest occupied building". 

· Maximum Sound Level.  The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) established a maximum level for outdoor activity interference and annoyance is 55 dB(A) outdoors and 45 dB(A) indoors.  These are the maximum levels that still permit spoken conversation and comfort in the activities of daily living.  A permitted level greater than 55 dB(A) would be actively harmful to the hearing of our residents.  Why should we be required to confine our children and our family activities to the inside of our homes?  We strongly urge the Act be amended stating the maximum sound level be no higher than 55 dB(A).

· Tools, Training and Enforcement.  The relatively few sound level meters are owned by Department of Consumer and Regulator Affairs (DCRA).  Additional meters should be funded and training should be provided to DCRA inspectors and Metropolitan Police Department (MPD) personnel. The Act should be amended to provide enforcement powers to both DCRA and MPD.

If you have any questions regarding these proposed amendments, please contract me by phone at (202) 423-8868 or by electronic mail at fengler6a02@yahoo.com.

On behalf of the Commission,

Joseph Fengler, Chair

Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A

Cc:
Councilmember Tommy Wells

Councilmember Kwame Brown

COUNCILMEMBER MARY CHEH, CHAIRPERSON
COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC SERVICES AND CONSUMER AFFAIRS
ANNOUNCES A PUBLIC HEARING ON


Bill 17-177, the “Noise Control Protection Amendment Act of 2007”

Monday, July 9, 2007
10:00 a.m.
Council Chamber
John A. Wilson Building
1350 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.

On Monday, July 9, 2007, Councilmember Mary Cheh, Chairperson of the Committee on Public Services and Consumer Affairs, will hold a public hearing on Bill 17-177, the “Noise Control Protection Amendment Act of 2007.” Bill 17-177 would define the circumstances in which noise made during non-commercial speaking can be considered a noise disturbance. The public hearing will begin at 10:00 a.m. in the fifth-floor Council Chamber of the John A. Wilson Building, 1350 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.

The Committee invites the public to testify or to submit written testimony, which will be made a part of the official record. Anyone wishing to testify at the hearing should contact Aukima Benjamin, staff assistant to the Committee on Public Services and Consumer Affairs, at 724-4902, or via e-mail at abenjamin@dccouncil.us. All witnesses will be permitted a maximum of three (3) minutes for oral presentation.

If you are unable to testify at the hearing, written statements are encouraged and will be made a part of the official record. Copies of written statements should be submitted either to the Committee on Public Services and Consumer Affairs, or to Ms. Cynthia Brock-Smith, Secretary to the Council, Room 5 of the John A. Wilson Building, 1350 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20004. The record will close at the end of the business day on Monday, July 23, 2007.
May 31, 2007
Karinna Ricks, Great Streets Manager

District of Columbia Department of Transportation

2000 14th Street, NW

7th Floor

Washington, DC 20009

Re: H Street Transportation Management

Ms. Ricks,

At our regularly scheduled public meeting on May 10, 2007, our Commission voted unanimously to request that the District of Columbia Department of Transportation (DDOT) investigate the possibility of allowing parking on Florida Avenue and the designation of a taxi cab zone within the entertainment district.

It is our view that parking could be allowed on Florida Avenue during non-rush hour periods of the day to calm traffic and to increase the parking supply.  With the upcoming reconstruction of H Street and the required loss of on street parking, we feel that it would greatly benefit the community if parking could be allowed during the evenings and on Saturday.  This can help to maintain the parking supply for the businesses along H and to reduce the parking demands on the residents adjacent to H.

We also encourage DDOT to consider creating a dedicated taxi-cab zone somewhere within the entertainment district and to actively reach out to the DC taxicab companies to encourage them to utilize the zone.  It is currently extremely difficult to hail a cab while standing on H.  Many residents have experiences of cab drivers ignoring them as they drive by. Discussions with individual cab drivers have found that a perception of H Street as being unsafe permeates the cab community.  

For H Street to succeed, the businesses must succeed.  To prevent the neighborhood from being overwhelmed by business patron parking, we need to do all we can to encourage alternative modes of transportation and to provide parking where appropriate.

We look forward to continuing to explore opportunities to improve our community and the H Street Corridor with you. If you have any questions regarding this matter, please contact Omar Mahmud, Chair of our Transportation and Public Space Committee, at (202) 546-1520 or by electronic mail at familymahmud@yahoo.com.

 

On behalf of the Commission,

 

 

Joseph Fengler

Chair, Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A

 

cc:
Christopher Delfs, Ward Six Transportation Coordinator

Councilmember Tommy Wells, Ward 6



Anwar Saleem, H Street Main Street

June 13, 2007
William J. Barrow, III

Executive Director

H Street Community Development Corporation

501 H Street, NE
Washington, DC 20002

Re:
Assistance in securing shared use parking agreements on H Street

Mr. Barrow:

At our regularly scheduled Commission meeting on April 12, 2007, we voted unanimously to seek H Street Community Development Corporation’s assistance in negotiating the use of the surface parking lots of 1207 H Street NE and 721 H Street NE for parking of vehicles after 8:00 pm.  While we understand that H Street Community Development Corporation does not own 721 H Street NE, we welcome your assistance in contacting the current owner, Mr. Gary Rappaport.

The District of Columbia Department of Transportation (DDOT) H Street NE Corridor Transportation and Streetscape Study identified properties along the corridor that have underutilized parking lots.  Specifically, the study identified 1207 H Street (Autozone – 37 spaces) and 721 H Street (H Street Connection – 80 spaces) has potential candidates.   

Unfortunately, these parking lots are also closed to the general public after their businesses close, which removes 117 potential parking spaces from the corridor.  The loss of these spaces is felt by the neighboring residents who are finding patrons of the Atlas Theatre, H Street Playhouse, and the restaurants and taverns parking on the residential streets. 

We propose to meet with you, as well as those listed at the carbon copy below, on June 14, 2007, at 5:30pm at Miner Elementary School to discuss this option as well as other ideas to alleviate parking on the H Street NE corridor.  For more information, please contact Commissioner William Schultheiss by e-mail at schlthss@yahoo.com or by phone (202) 257-9994.
On behalf of the Commission,

Joseph Fengler

Chair, Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A

Cc: 
Ms. Karina Ricks, Great Streets Program Manager, DDOT

Mr. Anwar Saleem, Executive Director, H Street Main Street

Mr. Patrick Stewart, Executive Director, Atlas Theater

Mr. Joe Englert, Business owner

Mr. Robert Pittman, Old City Capitol Hill Neighborhood Association

Mr. Omar Mahmud, ANC 6A Transportation and Public Space Committee

Mr. Gary D. Rappaport, Rappaport Management Company
Ms. Sarith A. Ercoline, Senior Property Manager, Rappaport Management Company 

May 30, 2007

Ms. Karina Ricks

Great Streets Project Manager

District Department of Transportation

2000 14th St NW

Washington, DC 20009

Mr. Mike Carter

Deputy Director

Dept. of Public Works
Government of the District of Columbia
2000 14th Street NW, 6th Floor
Washington, DC 20009

Re: Illegal parking on public space at 809 12th Street NE

Dear Ms. Ricks and Mr. Carter:

At our regularly scheduled public meeting on April 12, 2007, our Commission voted unanimously to request your departments explore ways to prevent illegal parking on the sidewalk fronting 809 12th Street NE (near H Street NE), the location of an eating establishment called Horace & Dickie’s.  Residents have reported repeated instances of vehicles parking illegally on public space at this location, blocking pedestrian access to the sidewalk (see attached photos).

One solution we ask you to explore is a change to the no parking designation along this block to allow for parking by commercial vehicles during designated hours of the day.  We recognize that delivery trucks often park on the sidewalk in order to avoid disruptions to traffic in the adjacent street and alley.  Therefore, we are interested in providing commercial vehicles a reasonable alternative to illegally parking on the sidewalk.  In addition, we ask that you also look into installing bollards or implementing any other measure aimed at preventing vehicle parking on the sidewalk at this location.


If you have any questions regarding this matter, please contact Omar Mahmud, chair of our Transportation and Public Space Committee, at (202) 546-1520 or by electronic mail at familymahmud@yahoo.com.
On behalf of the Commission,

Joseph Fengler
Chair, Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A

Cc: 
Commander Diane Groomes, MPD


Councilmember Tommy Wells


Christopher Delfs, DDOT Ward Six Coordinator

Horace & Dickie’s

May 30, 2007

Soumya S. Dey, P.E.

Interim Associate Director

District of Columbia Department of Transportation

2000 14th Street, NW

Washington, DC 20009

Rr: Support for Installation of Bicycle Lanes along C and North Carolina Avenue, NE

Ms. Dey,

At our regularly scheduled public meeting on May 10, 2007, our Commission voted unanimously to support the installation of bicycle lanes along C Street, NE from 16th Street to 21st Street, and North Carolina Avenue from Constitution Avenue to C Street in Ward 6.

This project will provide an important connection between our community and the new Anacostia Trail which is currently under construction.  It provides support to bicycling within our community, thereby supporting an alternative mode of transportation which can enhance our quality of life.

We look forward to continuing to explore opportunities to add to the bicycle facility network within our neighborhood. If you have any questions regarding this matter, please contact Omar Mahmud, Chair of our Transportation and Public Space Committee, at (202) 546-1520 or by electronic mail at familymahmud@yahoo.com.

 

On behalf of the Commission,

Joseph Fengler

Chair, Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A

 

cc: 

Mike Goodno, DDOT Bicycle and Pedestrian Program



Sharlene Reed, Ward 5 Neighborhood Transportation Planner, DDOT



Derege Seifu, TSA Team Leader, DDOT

Councilmember Tommy Wells, Ward 6



Anwar Saleem, H Street Main Street

May 30, 2007

Jeffrey A. Taylor

United States Attorney for the District of Columbia

United States Attorney’s Office

555 4th St., N.W.

Washington, D.C.  20530

Dear Mr. Taylor:

At its regularly scheduled meeting on May 10, 2007 with a quorum present, our Commission voted 7-0-0 to support the joint efforts of the Metropolitan Police Department (MPD), the U.S. Attorney’s Office (USAO), and the District of Columbia Office of the Attorney General (OAG) with regards to “papering” reform.

Our Commission takes the “papering” issue very seriously –  we consider it to be one of the key process reforms that can improve the ability of MPD to perform their mission.  The excessive time, including rampant overtime, that police officers have historically had to spend filling out arrest paperwork is unacceptable – it takes officers off the streets or requires them to report on their days off, which in turn decreases the time officers spend patrolling and being visible in the community, lowers officer morale, and increases the taxpayer expense.  

As we understand it today, progress has been made. Assistant Chief Peter Newsham, AUSA Tracey Lanker and AUSA Kenneth Behle have stated that changes have been implemented to permanently alleviate the papering burden.  Specifically, these recent changes will make it possible for MPD officers to transmit their arrest paperwork to the USAO and OAG intake attorneys electronically.  This will significantly cut down on the number of matters requiring the officer to appear in person at the intake office.  

In close, we respectfully commend these offices for working together on an amenable plan and request your continued support.

On behalf of the Commission,

Joseph Fengler

Chair, Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A

CC:
Tommy Wells, Councilmember Ward 6


Cathy Lanier, Chief MPD


Jeffrey Taylor, U.S. Attorney’s Office


Lisa Marie Singer, Director Office of the Attorney General


Phil Mendelson, Councilmember At-Large
APRIL ANC TREASURER’S REPORT

[image: image1.wmf]
REPORT OF THE ALCOHOL AND BEVERAGE LICENSING COMMITTEE OF ANC 6A 

May 22, 2007

Meeting called to order at 7:10 pm.

Committee members present:  Mary Beatty; Tish Olshefski, Jeremy Marcus; Michael Herman.

Committee members absent:  Malcolm Ross; Mary Koszinski

**Meeting was conducted with a quorum of voting members**

I.   a. Welcome/Introductions - Committee members introduced themselves.
b. Agenda - Motion to accept the agenda.  No objections.

c. Minutes - Motion to accept minutes of April meeting.  No objections.

II. Community Comment

      Joe Englert announced he is taking the lead on a series of meetings to gather community input on a Heritage Trail for the H Street neighborhood.  They are looking to have between 10 and 17 markers in the neighborhood including Gallaudet, Wiley Street, other historical points and events.  Starting in June there will be a of 6 public meetings at ANC’s, public libraries, Gallaudet, etc.  Chair Beatty will take this issue to the ANC and ask that this item be placed on the next agenda. 

III. Updates

A. Public awareness campaign of liquor laws/benefits of calls to MPD and initiate recognition program of licensees who sign VA’s
The committee’s recommendation to the ANC that there be a public awareness campaign of liquor laws and the benefits of calls to MPD as well as a recognition program of licensees who sign VAs was accepted by the ANC at last week’s meeting.  The matter was referred to the community outreach committee chaired by Elizabeth Nelson.  Depending on their recommendation the matter may come back to the ABL Committee. The committee’s initial thought is a sticker for licensees who have signed a VA—‘working with my community” with the ANC logo–to be placed in the window.  The two owners present think it’s a good idea.

B. H Street Moratorium-Public/Council Review-Update
Chair Beatty reported that the H Street Moratorium issue came out of the attorney general’s office about two weeks ago and has been published in the DC Register.  There is a 30 day public review period – and then to the DC Council for an additional 90 days to review.  ABRA Chair Burger thinks this will go into effect some time over the summer.

C. Moratorium on number of CT licenses along H Street-Public Comment

This was one of the ABL Committees goals for 2007.  The committee needs to come up with some kind of recommendation as to whether we should pursue a moratorium on issuing CT licenses (not CR’s).  The committee plans a special meeting on this topic and will flyer all the areas around H Street and the entire ANC.  Tentatively the meeting will be in July and we may consider a second meeting to make sure we hear enough comment.  Timeline is to make a recommendation to the ANC by August.  Committee member Jeremy Marcus reports he has been talking with neighbors and his neighbors feel it might be counter-productive to put a stop on development now.  Chair Beatty encouraged him to get those neighbors to the meeting so their comments will be heard.  

The committee will need to do some research on whether there is a cap.  Process will be essentially the same as the singles moratorium.  We should consider putting a cap higher than what we have now.  Could be based on percentage of open space, certain number per block, total retail space, percent higher than current establishments, only in the arts & entertainment, etc.  Also need to consider extending further down H Street than just the arts & entertainment district.  Suggestion made to invite H Street Great Streets to talk to committee prior to the hearing and also be at the public hearing.

IV. New Business

A. License Renewals

a. Granville Moore’s Brickyard 1238 H Street

Comments from Joe Englert:  this establishment should be open by the end of June as they are just starting inspections.

Recommendation:  Mary Beatty recommends to not protest and continue the voluntary agreement.  Seconded by Michael Herman.  Unanimous.

b. The Argonaut 1433 H Street

Comments from Joe Engler:  The establishment is adding a patio with 37 seats.  Business is going well.  Haven’t been any incidents with police.

Recommendation:  Mary Beatty recommends to not protest and continue the voluntary agreement.  Seconded by Michael Herman.  Unanimous.  (Committee voted on The Argonaut and Granville Moore’s Brickyard at the same time.)

c. The Majestic by Gwen 1386 H Street

Comments from Bernard Wallace.  No problems.  No public comments.  

Recommendation:  Mary Beatty recommends to not protest and continue existing voluntary agreement.  Seconded by Michael Herman.  Unanimous.

V. Adjourn.  

Move to adjourn 7:30 pm.   

Next meeting:  June 19, 2007.

West Dupont Circle Moratorium

June 8, 2005  

Renewed for 5 years

307. WEST DUPONT CIRCLE MORATORIUM ZONE

307.1 A limit shall exist on the number of retailer’s licenses issued in the area that extends approximately six hundred (600) feet in all directions from the intersection of 21st and P Streets, N.W., Washington, D.C., as follows: Class A – Two (2); Class B – Three (3); Class CR or Class DR – Seventeen (17); Class CT or Class DT – Six (6); Class CN or DN – Zero (0); and Class CX or Class DX – Two (2). This area shall be known as the West Dupont Circle Moratorium Zone.

307.2 The West Dupont Circle Moratorium Zone is more specifically described as beginning at 22nd Street and Florida Avenue; North on Florida Avenue to R Street; East on R Street to 21st Street; South on 21st Street to Hillyer Place to 20th Street; South on 20th Street to Q Street; East on Q Street to Connecticut Avenue; Southeast on Connecticut Avenue to Dupont Circle; Southwest around Dupont Circle to New Hampshire Avenue; Southwest on New Hampshire Avenue to N Street; West on N Street to 22nd Street; North on 22nd Street to Florida Avenue.

307.3 All hotels, whether present or future, shall be exempt from the West Dupont Circle Moratorium Zone.

307.4 Nothing in this section shall prohibit the Board from approving the transfer of ownership of a retailer's license Class A, B, CR, CT, CX, DR, DT, or DX located within the West Dupont Circle Moratorium Zone, subject to the requirements of the Act and this title.

307.5 Nothing in this section shall prohibit the Board from approving the transfer of a license from a location within the West Dupont Circle Moratorium Zone to a new location within the West Dupont Circle Moratorium Zone.

307.6 A license holder outside the West Dupont Circle Moratorium Zone shall not be permitted to transfer its license to a location within the West Dupont Circle Moratorium Zone unless the transfer will not exceed the number of licenses permitted in the West Dupont Circle Moratorium Zone for that particular class or sub-class, as set forth in Section 307.1.

307.7 Subject to the limitation set forth in Section 307.8, nothing in this section shall prohibit the filing of a license application or a valid protest of any transfer or change of license class.

307.8 No Class CR or Class DR licensee in the West Dupont Circle Moratorium Zone shall be permitted to request a change of license class to CT, DT, CN, or DN.

307.9 A current holder of a retailer's license Class A, B, C, or D within the West Dupont Moratorium Zone shall not be permitted to apply to the Board for expansion of service or sale of alcoholic beverages into any adjoining or adjacent space, property, or lot, unless: (1) the prior owner or occupant has held within the last five (5) years a retailer's license Class A, B, C, or D; or (2) the applicant is a Class CR or DR licensee and the prior owner or occupant has held during the last three (3) years, and continues to hold at the time of application, a valid restaurant license from the Department of Consumer and Regulatory Affairs. The number of substantial change applications approved by the Board for expansion of service or sale of alcoholic beverages into an adjoining or adjacent space, property, or lot, as allowed under this subsection, shall not exceed three (3) during the five (5) year period of the West Dupont Circle Moratorium Zone. Nothing in this section shall prohibit holders of a retailer’s license Class C or D from applying for outdoor seating in public space.

307.10 This section shall expire five (5) years after the date of publication of the notice of final rulemaking.

Adams Morgan Moratorium 

April 15, 2005 

Three years

304 ADAMS MORGAN MORATORIUM ZONE 

304.1 No new Retailer's License Class CN, CT, CX, DN, DT, or DX shall be issued for a period of three (3) years from the effective date of this section in the area that extends approximately fourteen (1400) hundred feet in all directions from the intersection of 18thStreet and Belmont Road, N.W., Washington D.C. This area shall be known as the Adams Morgan Moratorium Zone.

304.2 The Adams Morgan Moratorium Zone is more specifically described as beginning at 18thStreet and Vernon Street, NW ; and proceeding on both sides of all streets, unless otherwise noted; West on Vernon Street to 19thStreet; Northwest on 19thStreet to Wyoming Avenue; Southwest on Wyoming Avenue to 20thStreet; Northwest on 20thStreet to Belmont Road; East on Belmont Road to 19thStreet; Northwest on 19thStreet to Biltmore Street; East on Biltmore Street to Cliffbourne Street; North on Cliffboume Street to Calvert Street; East on Calvert Street to Lanier Place; Northeast on Lanier Place to Adams Mill Road; Southeast on Adams Mill Road to Columbia Road; Northeast on Columbia Road to Ontario Road; South on Ontario Road to Euclid Street; East on Euclid Street to 17thStreet; South on 1ih Street to Kalorama Road; Southwest on Kalorama Road to,Ontario Road; South on Ontario Road to Florida Avenue; Southwest on Florida Avenue to U Street; West on U Street (North side only); across 18thStreet to the South comer of 18thand Vernon Streets, N.W., Washington D.C.

304.3 The following license classes shall be exempt from the Adams Morgan Moratorium Zone: (a) All hotels, whether present or future;  (b) Restaurantsapplyingfor new Retailer's licenses ClassCR and DR; And (c) Retailer's licenses Class A and B

304.4 Any new Retailer's licenses Class CR or DR issued during the moratorium period within the Adams Morgan Moratorium Zone shall be prohibited from changing its license.class to a Class CN, CT, CX, DN, DT, or Dx.

304.5 Nothing in this section shall prohibit the Board from approving the transfer of ownership of a retailer's license Class CN, CT, CX, DN, DT, and DX within the Adams Morgan Moratorium Zone that was in effect or for which an application was pending prior to the effective date of this section, subject to the requirements of Title 25 of the D.C. Official Code and this title.

304.6 Nothing in this section shall prohibit the Board from approving the transfer of a license from a location within the Adams Morgan Moratorium Zone to a new location within the Adams Morgan Moratorium Zone.

304.7 A license holder outside the Adams Morgan Moratorium Zone shall not be permitted to transfer its license to a location within the Adams Morgan Moratorium Zone, unless exempt by section 304.3.

304.8 Nothing in this sectionshall prohibit a valid protest of anytransfer or changeof a license .class.

304.9 The moratorium shall have a prospective effect and shall not apply to any license granted prior to the effective date of this section or to any application for licensure pending on the effective date of this section. ' '

304.10 This section shall expire three (3) years after the date of publication of the notice of final rulemaking. 

East Dupont Circle 

Emergency Rules adopted May 18, 2005  Three years

306. EAST DUPONT CIRCLE MORATORIUM ZONE

306.1 A limit shall exist on the number of retailer’s licenses issued in the area that extends approximately six hundred (600) feet in all directions from the intersection of 17th and Q Streets, N.W., Washington, D.C., as follows: Class A – Two (2); Class B – Two (2); Class CR or Class DR – Sixteen (16); Class CT or Class DT – Two (2); Class CN or DN – Zero (0); and Class CX or Class DX – Zero (0). This area shall be known as the East Dupont Circle Moratorium Zone. 306.2 The East Dupont Circle Moratorium Zone is more specifically described as beginning at New Hampshire Avenue and S Street; East on S Street to 17th Street; South on 17th Street to Riggs Place; East on Riggs Place to 16th Street; South on 16th Street to P Street; West on P Street to 18th Street; North on 18th Street to New Hampshire Avenue; and Northeast on New Hampshire Avenue to S Street, N.W. 306.3 All hotels, whether present or future, shall be exempt from the East Dupont Circle Moratorium Zone. 306.4 Nothing in this section shall prohibit the Board from approving the transfer of ownership of a Retailer's license Class A, B, CR, CT, DR, or DT located within the East Dupont Circle Moratorium Zone, subject to the requirements of the Act and this title. 306.5 Nothing in this section shall prohibit the Board from approving the transfer of a license from a location within the East Dupont Circle Moratorium Zone to a new location within the East Dupont Circle Moratorium Zone.

306.6 A license holder outside the East Dupont Circle Moratorium Zone shall not be permitted to transfer its license to a location within the East Dupont Circle Moratorium Zone unless the transfer will not exceed the number of licenses permitted in the East Dupont Circle Moratorium Zone for that particular class or sub-class, as set forth in Section 306.1.

306.7 Subject to the limitation set forth in Section 306.8, nothing in this section shall prohibit the filing of a license application or a valid protest of any transfer or change of license class.

306.8 No licensee in the East Dupont Circle Moratorium Zone shall be permitted to request a change of license class to CT, DT, CN, or DN.

306.9 As of December 19, 2000, and at any time during the pending or renewed effective dates of the East Dupont Moratorium Zone established by this section, current holders of a Retailer's license Class A, B, C, or D within the East Dupont Moratorium Zone shall not be permitted to apply to the Board for expansion of service or sale of alcoholic beverages into any adjoining or adjacent space, property, or lot, the prior owner or occupant of which has not held within the last five (5) years a Retailer's license Class A, B, C, or D, or which has had a certificate of occupancy or building permit held in the name of any person other than the current holder of a Retailer's license Class A, B, C, or D within the East Dupont Moratorium Zone at any time within a period of five (5) years. Nothing in this section shall prohibit the Board from approving any application pending prior to December 19, 2000, subject to the requirements of Title 25 of the District of Columbia Official Code, nor shall this section prohibit holders of a Retailer’s license Class C or D from applying for outdoor seating in public space.

306.10 This section shall expire three (3) years after the date of publication of the notice of final rulemaking. 

Georgetown Moratorium  

April 5, 2005

Five Years

305. GEORGETOWN MORATORIUM ZONE 

305.1 No Retailer's licenses Class CN, CR, CT, CX, DN, DR, DT, or DX shall be issued for a period of five (5) years from the effective date of this section in the area that extends approximately 1800 feet in all directions from the intersection of Wisconsin Avenue and N Street, N.W., Washington, D.c. This area shall be known as the Georgetown Moratorium Zone. 

305.2 The Georgetown Moratorium Zone is more specifically described as beginning at the intersection of 33rd and Q Streets; East on Q Street to Wisconsin Avenue; Southeast on Wisconsin Avenue to Q Street; East on Q Street to 29th Street; South on 29th Street to P Street; East on P Street to 28th Street; South on 28th Street to 0 Street; East on 0 Street to 27th Street; South on 27th Street to the Northwest Boundary of Rock Creek Park; Southwest along the Northwest Boundary of Rock Creek to the North Bulkhead of the Potomac River; West along the North Bulkhead of the Potomac River to the Key Bridge; North on the Key Bridge to M Street; West on M Street to 36th Street; North on 36th Street to 0 Street; East on 0 Street to 35th Street; North on 35th Street to P Street; East on P Street to 34th Street; North on 34th Street to Volta Place; East on Volta Place to 33rd Street; North on 33rd Street to Q Street. 

305.3 The following establishments shall be exempt from the Georgetown Moratorium Zone: (a) All hotels, whether present or future; and (b) Establishments located in or to be located in Georgetown Park, Georgetown Park II, Prospect Place Mall, Georgetown Court, and Washington Harbor. 

305.4 Nothing in this section shall prohibit the Board from approving the transfer of ownership of a Class C or D Retailer's license within the Georgetown Moratorium Zone that was in effect, or for which an application was pending prior to the effective date of this section, subject to the requirements of Title 25 of the D.C. Official Code and this title. 

305.5 Nothing in this section shall prohibit the Board from approving the transfer of a license from a location within the Georgetown Moratorium Zone to a new location within the Georgetown Moratorium Zone. 

305.6 A license holder outside the Georgetown Moratorium Zone shall not be permitted to transfer its license to a location within the Georgetown Moratorium Zone. . 

305.7 Nothing in this section shall prohibit a valid protest of any transfer or change of license class. 

305.8 The moratorium shall have a prospective effect and shall not apply to any license granted prior to the effective date of this section or to any application for licensure pending on the effective date of this section. 

305.9 This section shall expire five (5) years after the date of publication of the notice of final rulemaking. 

Glover Park Moratorium

November 6, 2004 

Three Years

308 GLOVER PARK MORATORIUM ZON:E

308.1 No new Retailer's License Class A, B, CN, CR, CT, CX, DN, DT, or DX shall be issued for a period of three (3) years from the effective date of this section in the area that extends approximately one thousand two hundred feet (1,200 ft.) in all directions from 2436 Wisconsin Avenue, N.W., Washington D.C. This area shall be known as the Glover Park Moratorium Zone.

308.2 The Glover Park Moratorium Zone is more specifically described as beginning at Tunlaw Road and Fulton Street; East on Fulton Street to Wisconsin Avenue; South on Wisconsin Avenue to Edmunds Street; East on Edmunds Street to Massachusetts Avenue; Southeast on Massachusetts Avenue to Observatory Circle; Southeast around Observatory Circle to Calvert Street; West on Calvert Street to Wisconsin Avenue; Southeast on both sides of Wisconsin Avenue to 35thStreet; South on 3SthStreet to Whitehaven Parkway; West on Whitehaven Parkway to 37thStreet; North on 37thStreet to U Street; West on U Street to a point of intersection of Huidekoper Place and W Street; West on W Street to 39thStreet; North on 39thStreet to Davis Place; East on Davis Place to Tunlaw Road; North and Northwest on Tunlaw Road to Fulton Street.

308.3 All hotels, whether present or future, shall be exempt from the Glover Park Moratorium Zone.

308.4 Nothing in this section shall prohibit the Board from approving the transfer of ownership of a retailer's license class A, B, CN, CR, CT, CX, DN, DT, and DX within the Glover Park Moratorium Zone that was in effect or for which an application was pending prior to the effective date of this section, subject to the requirements of Title 2S of the D.C. Official Code and this title.

308.5 Nothing in this section shall prohibit the Board from approving the transfer of a License from a location within the Glover Park Moratorium Zone to a new location within the Glover Park Moratorium Zone.

308.6 A license holder outside the Glover Park Moratorium Zone shall not be permitted to transfer its license to a location within the Glover Park Moratorium Zone. --~

308.7 Nothing in this section shall prohibit a valid protest of any transfer or change of a license class.

308.8 The moratorium shall have a prospective effect and shall not apply to any license granted prior to the effective date of this section or to any application for licensure pending on the effective date of this section.

308.9 This section shall expire three (3) years after the date of publication of the notice of final rulemaking.

REPORT OF THE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND ZONING COMMITTEE OF ANC 6A 

May 22, 2007 

Present: Citizen Members: Drew Ronneberg, Jeff Fletcher, Linda Whitted


  Commissioners:  David Holmes, Stephanie Nixon, Nick Alberti

**Meeting was conducted without a quorum of voting members**

Drew Ronneberg chaired the meeting. 

7:25 Call to Order 

Community Comments

None

Status Reports

200H (Dreyfus Development). Drew Ronneberg reported that the Office of Planning proposed Mr. Lee Quill as mediator between Drefus and the community groups and that the groups were trying to find out more about Mr. Quill's background before agreeing to mediation.   

Vacant Properties. Heather Scott was out of town but sent the following update, “Joint Vacant Property TaskForce ANC6a/ANC6c has been formed and will be holding regular meetings at the Argonaut. We will be working closely with Tommy Wells' staff on this project. We have documented approx. 180 vacant properties in both ANC areas to date. We are looking for a few ANC6a neighbors to join myself, Nick Alberti and Bill Schultheiss on the Taskforce.”

Historic District Expansion/Creation. Drew Ronneberg reported that during the last ED&Z meeting, it was stated that properties which enter a historic district with vinyl windows could replace their existing windows with new vinyl windows (i.e. replacement-in-kind).  This statement was incorrect. While properties with vinyl windows are not required to install wooden windows when they become part of a historic district, if the owner decides to install new windows after becoming part of the historic district, they must be made of wood.  The third joint meeting between ANC 6A and ANC 6C on historic district creation/expansion will take place on May 23rd at the Sherwood recreation center.

Old Business

None

ZC 06-34 (1700 Block of E. Capitol St. SE, Comstock East Capitol LLC)

Mr. Mark Becket of Comstock East Capitol LLC presented a  proposed Planned Unit Development (PUD) to construct a condominium building on the 1700 block of E. Capitol Street.  Although this property resides in ANC 6B, it is within 200 feet of ANC 6A.  ANC 6A has asked for a number of changes to the design of the building, greater community amenities and a plan to manage construction traffic.

Comstock proposes to demolish the existing building and construct a new condominium building on the site containing 133 units with 117 under-ground parking spaces.  Of the 133 units, 40% will be 2 bedrooms, 40% one bedrooms and 20% will be studio units. Comstock is proposing 11 affordable housing units of which 5 units will be two bedrooms, 4 will be 1 bedrooms and 2 studio units.  In addition to the upzoning and PUD density, Comstock is seeking variances for the rooftop structures and a reduction of the rear yard setback from 15 feet to 3 feet.

Mr. Becket talked at length about the PUD process and changes that had been made to the Comstock development to address community concerns.  These changes include putting the AC units on the roof and changing the material at the rear of the building from vinyl siding to brick.  Mr. Becket also presented changes that were made to enhance the rooftop cornices and reduce the visibility of the rooftop structures.

Design concerns expressed by ANC 6A

Mr. Becket presented revised drawings that included 6 design options for different brick colors. The consensus was that option G was the best design.  Drew Ronneberg asked why Comstock proposed using a Hardy-board paneling material, instead of brick for the 4th floor.  Mr. Becket said the reason was structural – that brick veneers needed to be self-supporting for frame construction and that the maximum height was approximately 30 ft or 3 stories.  This assertion was confirmed by information available on the internet.  

The committee also asked Mr. Becket to design balconies which appear supported, rather than just constructing a protruding concrete slab that is common in modern garden style apartments.  Mr. Becket agreed to consider balcony designs provided by ANC 6A's designated representatives.

Proposed community amenities

Comstock proposes landscaping and planting trees (oak and cherry) in front and on three sides of the block, including the Drummond side of the building and the apartments belonging to Mt, Moriah.  In addition, Comstock proposes installing new sidewalks, incorporating green elements to the roof of the building, incorporating a storm water management system, replacing the brick retaining wall, allocating 11 affordable housing units (meeting inclusionary zoning requirements), making a $20k donation Eastern Market, contributing $10k to Eastern High School Superleaders program, and restoring the basketball court at Eastern High School.

David Holmes expressed concern that the Comstock development didn't have any 3 bedroom units, which made it unlikely that the development would have any residents with children attending Eastern High School.  Mr. Becket replied that  Comstock's market assessment drove the decision to not include any 3 bedroom units.  Brit Wykoff expressed concerns that construction traffic not be routed onto C St. NE and 17th St NE.  Mr. Becket replied that they were willing to work with ANC 6A to come up with an acceptable construction traffic management plan.

The committee thought that Comstock had been responsive to ANC 6A's concerns and that, given the quickly approaching deadline for the ZC case, the designated representatives should have the authority to offer ANC 6A's support to the project, if the remaining concerns were addressed.

Recommendation: The committee unanimously recommends that the ANC allow the designated representative to support the Comstock project at the ZC hearing if the remaining concerns are addressed.

HPRB Case 07-XXX (816 E. Capitol St. NE)

John Murphey and Lael Taylor of Meditch Murphey Architects presented plans for renovations to 816 E. Capitol St. NE that require HPRB approval.  The first change was to replace a chimney at the back of the property with an elevator of the same footprint..  This change was non-controversial.  The second proposed change was to enclose the roof-top terrace at the rear of the property.  The architects presented drawings which showed that the western wall as a party wall and thus would not have any windows.  The eastern wall made liberal use of channel glass (a translucent glass that wouldn't contribute to bird deaths).  This committee agreed to support the rear addition as long as channel glass was used and letters of support was obtained from both neighbors.  The final proposed change was for the enclosure of the front portico with non-reflective glass in order to allow the owners to use the space during the winter months.  The committee and residents thought that this change was out of character with the rest of buildings on East Capitol Street.  The consensus was to oppose the enclosure of the front portico on the grounds it detracted from the character of the historic homes on East Capitol Street. 

Recommendation: The committee unanimously recommends that the ANC support the replacement of the rear chimney with an elevator, conditionally support the enclosure of the rear patio if channel glass is used and letters of support are obtained from the adjacent neighbors, and oppose the enclosure of the front portico with glass.

Bill 17-0086, "Nuisance Properties Abatement Reform and Real Property Classification

Amendment Act of 2007".

This bill is currently being considered by the City Council and is intended to 1) clear up ambiguities in the existing law 2) streamline the process of recording vacant properties and 3) reduce the number of exemptions to the current vacant property designation.

The committee found it difficult to understand the legislation but thought that the bill improved a number of shortcomings in the current law and hopes that it will help ANC 6A and 6C's joint effort to report vacant properties and have them taxed at Class 3 property rates.  The committee was concerned with 2 issues:

5. That the law allowed the mayor or mayor's agent to grant an exemption from the regulations. Nick Alberti suggested that in these cases the Mayor's office should be required to notify the affected ANC of this action.

6.  DCRA's reporting of vacant properties to the Office of Tax and Revenue was too infrequent.  The proposed law says that this reporting has to be done semi-annually.  The committee was concerned that this time lag would make it possible for a year to elapse between the time a vacant property was first reported to DCRA and when OTR sent a tax bill charging Class 3 rates.  The committee thought that DCRA's vacant property reporting to OTR should be conducted quarterly.

Recommendation: The committee unanimously recommends that the ANC write a letter of support to the City Council for Bill 17-0086 and suggest that it be amended to require DCRA report vacant properties to OTR quarterly and the affected ANC be notified when the Mayor exempts a property from the vacant property rules.

Change of Venue for ED&Z Committee Meetings

Capitol Hill Towers has been the gracious host for ED&Z meetings for at least 5 years.  CHT is also the host to a number of other groups and their common spaces are often booked solid.  Drew Ronneberg suggested that Sherwood Recreation Center might provide a better venue for ED&Z meetings because the facilities were more conducive to large meetings and the space was better air conditioned in the summer months.

Recommendation: The committee unanimously recommends that the ANC authorize the changing of the venue for the ED&Z meetings to Sherwood Recreation Center.

Community Comments

None

Next Scheduled ED&Z Committee Meeting: 

Tuesday, June 26, 2007 

7-9 PM 

Venue: TBD

June 5, 2007

Honorable Mary Cheh

Honorable Jack Evans

John A. Wilson Building

1350 Pennsylvania Ave, NW

Washington DC 20004

RE: Bill 17-0086, “Nuisance Properties Abatement Reform and Real Property Classification Amendment Act of 2007”

Dear Councilmember Cheh and Evans,

At our regularly scheduled and properly noticed meeting on June 14, 2007, our Commission voted X-X-X (with X Commissioners required for a quorum) to support the “Nuisance Properties Abatement Reform and Real Property Classification Amendment Act of 2007” and request two important changes be incorporated into the final bill.

Our neighborhood has been plagued for too long by unmaintained vacant properties and the associated problems of drug use, vermin and trash that are attracted to these properties.  We share the Council’s desire for vacant properties to be rehabilitated and reoccupied and believe that increasing the tax rate for vacant properties will help achieve this end.

The current law is unnecessarily cumbersome and had resulted in many vacant properties not being classified as vacant.  Residents of ANC 6A and ANC 6C have recently catalogued over 200 vacant properties within our boundaries – of which less than 50 are on DCRA’s vacant property list and taxed at Class III rates.  Our ANC is hopeful that the changes proposed in this bill, including making DCRA the sole determiner of whether a property is vacant, will help streamline the current process and result in the high number of vacant properties being registered and charged at Class III rates.  

The residents of ANC 6A are especially interested in using the proposed law to help promote the reoccupation of the historic structures on the H Street NE Corridor.  A number of property owners on H Street are using loopholes in the current law (including advertising buildings as leasable while inquiries are not returned) to keep their vacant properties at Class II tax rates.  We are hopeful that changes in the proposed bill will close these loopholes and help spur the revitalization of H Street NE.

Although we are generally in favor of the proposed changes we do have two concerns with Bill 17-0086.  First, we ask that Section § 42-3131.16(a), which requires DCRA report the list of vacant properties to OTR on a semiannual basis, be changed to a require reporting on a quarterly basis.  Under the proposed regulations, more than a year can elapse between when a vacant property is first reported to DCRA and when it is charged Class III rates by OTR.  Second, we ask that § 42-3131.06(5) be amended to require the Mayor notify the affected ANC within 15 days of invoking this section and provide the ANC with the rationale for exempting the property from the vacant property list. We think that this change will help bring transparency to Mayoral decisions and limit the potential abuse of this Section.  

Sincerely, 

Joseph Fengler

Chair, Advisor Neighborhood Commission 6A

June XX, 2007

Ms. Sharon Schellin

Secretary of the Zoning Commission

c/o Office of Zoning

One Judiciary Square

441 4th St NW, Suite 210S

Washington, DC 20001

Re: ZC Case #06-34 (Comstock – PUD @ 1705-1729 East Capitol St. SE)

Dear Ms. Schellin,

At our regularly scheduled and properly noticed meeting on June 14, 2007, our Commission voted X-X-X (with X Commissioners required for a quorum) to vest ANC 6A’s designated representatives in ZC Case #06-34 with the authority to act on behalf of the ANC 6A to support Comstock’s application.

In our May 22, 2007 letter to the Zoning Commission, ANC 6A unanimously voted to oppose the Comstock application for ZC Case #06-34.  Since that time, Comstock has made a number of changes to the design and community amenities to address ANC 6A’s concerns.  We are hopeful that Comstock will address our remaining concerns and that ANC 6A will be able to support the application.

Please be advised that Commissioner Stephanie Nixon, Commissioner Joseph Fengler, Commissioner Nick Alberti, Commissioner David Holmes, Commissioner William Schultheiss, Dana Wyckoff, Brit Wyckoff, Linda Witted and Drew Ronneberg are authorize to act on behalf of the Commission for the purposes of this case and this authorization includes the power of the agent or representative to bind the persons in this case before the Zoning Commission.

On behalf of the Commission,

Joseph Fengler

Chair, Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A

June XX, 2007

Mr. Tersh Boasberg, Chair

District of Columbia Historic Preservation Review Board

801 North Capitol Street, NE, 3rd Floor

Washington, DC 20002

Re: HPA #07-XXX (816 E. Capitol St. NE)

At a regularly scheduled and properly noticed meeting on June 14, 2007, our Commission voted X-X-X (with X Commissioners required for a quorum) to:

1. support the replacement of the rear chimney with an elevator at 816 E. Capitol St. NE, provided that the elevator is built on the footprint of the chimney. 

2. conditionally support the enclosure of the rear patio.  ANC 6A supports the enclosure of the rear patio if letters of support are obtained from both adjacent neighbors and channel glass is used to minimize bird deaths.

3. oppose the enclosure of the front portico with glass. The Commission feels strongly that the proposed enclosure of the front portico with glass would create a structure that would be out of character with the historical character of the East Capitol Street.

Respectfully yours,

Joseph Fengler.

Chair Advisory Neighborhood Commission, 6A

REPORT OF THE COMMUNITY OUTREACH COMMITTEE OF ANC 6A 

May 21, 2007
The Committee convened at 7:30 PM, at the Church of the Lord Jesus Christ of the Apostolic Faith annex, 1235 C St. NE.

**Meeting was conducted without a quorum of voting members**

Attending COC members: 

Barbara Anderson, Kenneth Wicks, Rose Williams, Elizabeth Nelson (chair)

Absent COC members: 

Rich Carlson (resigned), Louis Barbash, Maurice Cook, Jesse Rauch (resigned)

Community members: Annisteen Wicks

· Mark Grace, Trees for Capitol Hill

· Max Skolnik, KidPower DC

I. 
Feedback from May ANC meeting:

1. Funding approved for grant application from Urban Family Development, Inc.

2. The Commissioners approved a recommendation from the ABL Committee to have the COC develop a plan to recognize merchants entering into voluntary agreements.  At Commissioner Beatty's request (as Chair of the ABL) this will be placed on the June COC agenda.  Commissioner Beatty would like to be present for the initial discussions and could not attend the May COC meeting.

II. 
Alternate photocopy service

The owner/manage of Anointed Visions on H St. has agreed to send the paperwork necessary to establish a corporate account but it has not yet been received. 

III. 
Grant application from Trees for Capitol Hill

1. Mark Grace of Trees for Capitol Hill (TFCH) presented their grant application for $380 (not to exceed) to pay for Treegators – watering devices – for street trees within the ANC 6A boundaries. TFCH will take responsibility for placing the Treegators on street trees where residents of ANC  6A have committed to watering.  They will also collect the Treegators at the end of the growing season for re-use in subsequent years.  The COC agreed that it is a wise investment to spend money on improving the survival rate of the trees, most of which are planted at District expense.  The trees will lower air temperatures and noise levels, improve air quality thereby improving the health and quality of life of ANC 6A residents.

Committee recommendation (unanimous):  that ANC 6A approve grant application received from TFCH in the amount of $380 (not to exceed) for Treegators for use on street trees within ANC 6A boundaries.

IV. 
Grant application from KidPower DC

1. Max Skolnik of KidPower DC presented his organization's grant application for $1,000 to pay for costs associated with their summer camp.  They plan to hire instructors to teach skating and dance to the campers.  They would also purchase a digital camera for a photography component.

2. The COC members agreed that KidPower has a good track record and has appropriately used funds previously provided.  Their summer camping program will provide a very worthwhile experience to many students who attend Miner ES and reside in ANC 6A.  The funds they request would pay for key components of this program.

Committee recommendation (unanimous):  that ANC 6A approve grant application received from KidPower DC in the amount of $1,000 to pay for a digital camera and the fees charged by the skating and dance instructors associated with their summer camp program.

V.
Outreach to Grant Applicants

The committee has been contacted by the Schools Libraries program of the Capitol Hill Community Foundation.  They will be submitting grant applications at the June COC meeting.  Subsequent to the May meeting, draft grant applications were received and initial comments provided.

VI.
Membership

Richard Carlson will be unable to attend future meetings of the COC and so is resigning from formal membership on the COC so as not to affect the quorum.  However, he will take the lead on researching the video/audio capture of ANC meetings (see below). Jesse Rauch has also resigned.

VII.
Video/audio capture of ANC meetings

Commissioner Nixon has informed us that she expects to have access to a broad selection of audio visual equipment when she begins a new job later this summer.  Once she gains access, she will let us know what all is available to her.  In the meantime, Rich Carlson will continue to research the technology (hardware and software) necessary to accomplish this task.

The meeting adjourned 8:30 pm.

Next meeting is June 16, 2007.

Respectfully submitted,

Elizabeth Nelson

Advisory Neighborhood Commission (ANC) 6A

Grant Request Application Form

1. Date of Application




2. Date of Project or Activity




5/15/07





6/25/07 to 8/3/07

3. Applicant Organization Name and Address

Kid Power-DC, Inc., 755 8th St. NW, Washington, DC 20001

      operating at Miner Elementary (601 15th St. NE, Washington, DC 20002) 

4. Contact Name 





5. Title

Max Skolnik





   Executive Director

6. Address (if different from above)

7. Telephone






8. Fax

     (202) 554-6070, (202) 431-4539 (c)

 

  (202) 347-6360

9. E-mail Address

max@kidpowerdc.org

10. Brief Description of Proposed Project/Activity

Kid Power-DC will be operating a full-service summer camp to serve     

 At-risk youth in the District of Columbia.  Half of the campers reside in ANC 6A.

11. Projected Total Cost  




12. Amount Requested


$30,073




     


$1,000

13. Other Sources of Funding (be specific, provide names)

DC Children and Youth Investment Trust Corporation, Serve DC Learn and Serve,        

Kids Café of the Capital Area Food Bank, Kid Power-DC Budget   

14. Statement of Benefit (detailed description of project or activity, who will benefit and in what way)

Please see attached.

Kid Power-DC, Inc. Grant Request

A. Organizational Information

Mission Statement: Kid Power-DC is a community youth organization that explores local history through academic, artistic, and civic engagement programs.  It believes that by making a personal connection to the past and by acquiring advanced educational skills, youth can become powerful neighborhood advocates.  Its students discover an approach to learning that prepares them to be aware, analytical, and articulate citizens. Through this process, they will gain the independence to direct the course of Kid Power’s mission and promote positive social change.  

History and Previous Year’s Accomplishments:  Kid Power-DC was incorporated in March 2002, received its tax-exempt status in July 2003, and initiated direct educational programs in October 2003. Currently, KPDC provides educational programming at four elementary schools and one neighborhood site (Miner E.S. starting in 2003, Tubman E.S. in 2004, Tyler E.S. in 2005, Calvary Baptist Church middle school program in 2006, and Ross E.S. in 2006).  In the summer of 2005, KPDC operated its first, full-service summer camp.  Milestones in the past year include the completion of the first Citizenship Project, the staging of a Winter Talent Show at the Calvary Baptist Church, the production of two poetry slams at Love Café and Busboys & Poets, the exhibition of a comic book project at the MLK library, and participation in the 2006 DCTV Film Festival at the Landmark E Street Theatre. In April 2006, students volunteered for National & Global Youth Service Day, where they constructed garden boxes at Miner E.S. and created two, large-scale murals at Tubman E.S.  In the spring of 2006, students built cars for the Washington DC Soapbox Derby, with plans to compete annually.  In June 2006, ten students took part in the 2nd annual trip to NYC.  KPDC has also demonstrated significant improvements in the reading abilities and civic knowledge of its students (1.8 grade level improvement in 2005-2006).  Most recently, KPDC organized major service projects for MLK Day and National & Global Youth Service Day and hosted a chess championship with Words, Beats, & Life.    
Current programs and activities: The Citizenship Project, with tutors from the Edmund Burke and Georgetown Day schools, builds reading skills, explores local history, and promotes civic engagement.  Through guided lesson plans, the student partners investigate the fundamental building blocks of citizenship.  At all times, the students connect these ideas to District history, current events, and their personal lives.  The bi-monthly Generations Project uses service-learning and recreational activities to investigate oral histories in the elderly community.  Teaming up with local senior centers, such as Delta Towers in Northeast and NCBA in Columbia Heights, the students work with elderly citizens to collect community memories and interact socially.  The Kid Corps, a middle-school program, stresses social entrepreneurship and cultural exploration through the micro-financing of youth business ideas in the District and the implementation of service projects overseas.  The Creative Communities Project tells community stories through performing and visual arts.  The Explorers Club organizes high-level artistic, culinary, cultural, and athletic workshops with area professionals.   Finally, Summer Camp provides academic and artistic enrichment, recreational trips, community service projects, and farming/cooking activities.

B. Project Description

Program Proposal:  This summer, Kid Power-DC will operate its third, full-service camp for thirty-six youth from underserved communities in the District of Columbia.  Participants will include students from our programs at Miner Elementary School in Northeast (18) and Tubman E.S. in Columbia Heights (18).  The camp will run five days-a-week for seven hours each day from June 25th to August 3rd.  During week five, the students will participate in an overnight camp in rural Virginia.  The Capital Area Food Bank will provide lunch at each session.  There will be no charge for the participants in the program.  The camp will operate free-of-charge for all participants.

The Kid Power Summer Camp seeks to meet the four goals of academic improvement, increased artistic expression, enhanced environmental awareness, and positive social development.  To meet academic goals, students will participate in “Hands-On Science” activities, a financial literacy program with Junior Achievement, daily vocabulary-building games, pilot projects with the National Building Museum and the Smithsonian American Art Museum, and numerous educational field trips throughout the District 

To meet artistic goals, students will engage in a variety of visual and performing art activities.  The final outcomes will be the acquisition of measurable artistic skills and the production of public art pieces and a neighborhood theater and dance show.  

To meet our environmental goals, students will participate in the Farming Youth Initiative at Claggett Farm in Maryland, an organic farm operated by the Kids Café of the Capital Area Food Bank.  At the farm, the students will learn the connection between nutrition and local produce. Using these food products, students will work with chef mentors from Brainfood to develop healthy meal plans.  

To meet our social development goals, our students will engage in numerous team-building and recreational activities.  These will include weekly swimming and ice-skating sessions, bowling, athletics, outdoor adventure excursions, and a weeklong overnight camp in rural Virginia.  

Public Benefit:  The Kid Power Summer Camp will have three significant community benefits.  First, KPDC will directly serve youth who live in the ANC 6A neighborhood.  Currently, programs at Miner Elementary School serve 18 students.  These students will represent half of the children enrolled in camp.  Second, many of the summer camp activities will take place in the community, including projects at Miner Elementary School and the Delta Towers Senior Center.  Finally, artistic activities will focus on locally exhibited productions.  Performing and visual art works will be shown at the school and potentially at the Atlas Performing Arts Center.        

Specific Grant Request: 

Kid Power-DC will be paying for two instructors during its summer camp.  First, it will retain the services of an ice skating teacher from the Fort Dupont Ice Skating Arena for 4 sessions ($240 total).  Second, it will contract with the Bamberg-Tia Dance Company for 8 sessions ($400 total).  Finally, Kid Power-DC will purchase a digital camera for a photography project ($360).  The total request for funding is $1,000.

Financial Statements (Fiscal Year:  July 1 to June 30) 

Organizational Budget  

	
	2006-07
	2007-08

	REVENUE
	Current
	Projected

	Grants/Contracts: 
	
	

	    a. Local Government 
	160,000
	185,000

	    b. Foundations
	18,500
	75,000

	    c. Corporations
	5,000
	30,000

	    d. CFC 
	3,000
	3,000

	    e. Individual Donors
	15,000
	35,000

	    f. Other
	500
	500

	Earned Revenue:
	 
	 

	    a. Events
	5,000
	15,000

	    b. Products (T-shirts)
	50
	250

	    c. Other (Online Auctions)
	50
	250

	In-Kind Support 
	8,000
	10,000

	TOTAL REVENUE
	215,100
	354,000

	
	 
	 

	EXPENSES
	 
	 

	Salaries and Wages:
	 
	 

	    a. Management
	38,000
	75,000

	    b. Program 
	112,000
	160,000

	    c. Interns
	0
	0

	Fringe Benefits
	3,000
	6500

	Consultant/Professional Fees
	 
	 

	    a. Staff training (CPR)
	300
	300

	Travel and transportation:
	 
	 

	    a. Field trips and youth travel
	10,000
	34,000

	    b. Staff travel (conferences)
	2,000
	2,000

	Consultant services (in-kind) 
	500
	500

	Accounting services  
	500
	5,500

	Program Costs
	 
	 

	    a. Books, media, learning materials
	500
	1,500

	    b. Student supplies
	4,200
	8,500

	    c. General office supplies
	800
	800

	    d. Equipment
	750
	1,000

	    e. Student grants
	0
	1,200

	    f. Other costs (field trips)
	1,800
	5,500

	Other Costs:
	 
	 

	    a. Printing
	200
	200

	    b. Internet
	0
	540

	    b. Postage and Delivery
	150
	300

	    c. Occupancy
	5,125
	6,000

	Indirect Costs
	 
	 

	    a.  Fundraising costs 
	250
	3,000

	    b. Amortization/Depreciation
	3,000
	5,000

	    c. Liability and D&O Insurance
	5,500
	8,500

	    d. Fees, Licenses, Permits, Bank
	250
	2,000

	    e. Auditing Services
	5,000
	5,000

	TOTAL EXPENSES
	193,825
	332,840

	NET INCOME
	$21,275
	$21,160


Program/Project Budgets (2007-2008):  

	
	Program
	Summer 

	
	2007-08
	Camp

	Training and Orientation
	Current
	2007

	CPR/First Aid
	
	300
	0

	Staff Dev./Conferences
	
	2,000
	0

	Clearances
	
	300
	0

	 
	TOTAL:
	2,600
	0

	Transportation
	
	 
	

	Program Transportation
	
	12,000
	0

	Summer Transportation
	
	7,000
	7,000

	 
	TOTAL:
	19,000
	7,000

	Program Expenses
	
	 
	

	Equipment
	
	1,000
	400

	General Supplies
	
	5,000
	500

	Field Trip Admissions
	
	3,500
	1,000

	Books/ Reference Materials
	
	1,500
	

	Program Food
	
	1,500
	500

	 
	TOTAL:
	12,500
	2,400

	Other Program Costs
	
	 
	

	Facilities use fee
	
	6,000
	0

	Liability Insurance
	
	2,800
	660

	Kid Power Bank Fund
	
	1,200
	0

	
	
	 
	

	 
	TOTAL:
	10,000
	660

	Salaries (Management)
	
	 
	

	Executive Director 
	
	19,200
	3,300

	Program Director 
	
	37,500
	4,538

	Youth Advocate
	
	34,200
	4,125

	
	
	 
	

	 
	TOTAL:
	90,900
	11,963

	Salaries (Instructors)
	
	 
	

	Assistant Program Director 
	
	17,000
	3,150

	Project Manager
	
	12,000
	0

	Site Coordinators (4))
	
	20,000
	0

	Assist. Site Coordinators (4) 
	
	10,000
	0

	Summer Counselors (6)
	
	4,800
	4,800

	Instructors
	
	5,000
	1,000

	
	
	 
	

	 
	TOTAL:
	68,800
	8,950

	International Service 
	
	 
	

	Transportation
	
	15,000
	0

	Supplies
	
	2,000
	0

	Insurance
	
	3,000
	0

	Passports/Visas
	
	500
	0

	Admissions
	
	2,000 
	0

	
	
	 
	

	 
	TOTAL:
	20,500
	0

	
	
	 
	

	
	
	224,300
	30,973
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May 16, 2007

Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A

Community Outreach Community

To Whom It May Concern:


Working with four public, one neighborhood site, and two independent school partners, Kid Power-DC currently serves approximately 150 students.  Its mission is to explore local history through comprehensive academic, artistic, and civic engagement programs.  This summer, Kid Power-DC is organizing a full-service day and overnight camp for 36 of its students.      

Kid Power-DC is seeking $1,000 to assist this project.  This funding will go towards equipment and instructor costs.  We greatly appreciate any aid that ANC 6A can provide.  We look forward to your response.      

Respectfully,

[image: image3.jpg]



Max Skolnik

Executive Director, Founder

Kid Power-DC, Inc.

____________________________________________________________________________

Kid Power-DC, Inc., 755 8th St. NW, Washington DC, 20001, 202.554.6070, info@kidpowerdc.org
Advisory Neighborhood Commission (ANC) 6A

Grant Request Application Form
A. 1. Date of Application





2. Date of Project or Activity


5/14/07






7/01/07

3. Applicant Organization Name and Address

Trees For Capitol Hill, Inc. (TFCH)

647 South Carolina Ave. SE., Washington, DC 20003

4. Contact Name 





5. Title

Margaret Missiaen




Vice President

6. Address (if different from above)

647 South Carolina Ave. SE., Washington, DC 20003

7. Telephone






8. Fax

 202-546-8681    





9. E-mail Address

missiaen@verizon.net 

10. Brief Description of Proposed Project/Activity

Purchase 20 Treegators (watering bags) for use on street trees (in City tree boxes) in ANC 6A

11. Projected Total Cost  




12. Amount Requested


$378.05





     

$380 (not to exceed)

13. Other Sources of Funding (be specific, provide names)

While TFCH receives grants and donations from a variety of sources including individuals and the Capitol Hill Community Foundation, none of these are contributing to the cost of the Treegators.

14. Statement of Benefit (detailed description of project or activity, who will benefit and in what way)

The District government has been replacing dead street trees.  Residents have been assisting with this effort, both independently and through TFCH.  Watering during the hot dry months is essential to the survival of the newly planted replacement trees.  The District government relies on residents to perform this service.  The use of Treegators facilitates the deep watering that is most beneficial to the trees.  The gaiters can be reused for several seasons.  If the grant application is funded, TFCH will take respon-sibility for placing the Treegators on street trees where residents of ANC  6A have committed to watering.  They will also collect the Treegators at the end of the growing season for re-use in subsequent years.  This will benefit the residents of ANC 6A by increasing the survival rate of the trees and therefore the number of trees.  The trees will lower air temperatures and noise levels, improve air quality, and provide shade and beauty.  

Budget: 20 Treegators @ $17.49 =  $349.80
from AM Leonard

                 +  shipping

    28.25
Total:                                    $378.05 -- $380 (not to exceed)

REPORT OF THE PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE OF ANC 6A 

May 16, 2007
**Meeting was conducted with a quorum of voting members**

Committee Members: Stephanie Nixon (Chair, Commissioner 6A08), Joe Bellino, Annie Earley 

Committee Members absent: Laura Brown, Daniel Wolff, Mark Laisch

Commissioners: Nick Alberti (6A04) and David Holmes (6A03)

Community Members: 1

Government: Carolyn Crank (US Attorneys Office)

Ms. Nixon called the meeting to order at 7:05 PM

Action items:

1. Submit a letter of support (with suggestions) for Councilmember Graham’s proposed amendment to the Hot Spot No Loitering Zone Amendment Act of 2007 (amending D.C. 21Law 11-270; D.C. Official Code § 48-1001) to the Council Committee on Public Safety and Judiciary

2. Submit a letter to the ANC 6A at large to request that MPD continue with the bike program on a district-wide level at the Commander’s discretion during warmer months.

3. Submit a letter to Chief Lanier in response to her May letter regarding denial of a police substation in and additional police officers in PSA 102 and 103.

4. Letters regarding drug and crime related concerns to owners the following properties: 112 15th Street NE, 101 15th St NE (1504 A St NE) Unit A, 1536 A St NE, 1518 A St NE. 

Office of Unified Communications
Unable to attend.  We hope to have them at a future meeting.

Office of the Attorney General – Court Reports Request
Committee member Joe Bellino mentioned the need to have Court Reports, like those released by the U.S. Attorney’s office, from the Office of the Attorney General.  Corporation Counsel within the Office of the Attorney General Prosecutes juveniles crime as well as small misdemeanor crimes.  A papering section for the reports would be helpful to any community group who would like to examine the full breadth of crime occurring in a given area.  This is particularly necessary because of the number of different law enforcement agencies operating in the District of Columbia.  

Ms. Crank from the U.S. Attorney’s Office explained that the USAO court reports are something that they do as a press release in addition to the “papered” cases list.  However, many of the cases that go before the OAG are bondable citations in lieu of arrest.

The committee decided to continue this topic until the next meeting with the understanding that Mr. Bellino would investigate further the status of OAG producing court reports.

Hot-spot No Loitering Zone Text Amendment

Note: Since the meeting, it has been determined that the Hot-Spot No Loitering Amendment Act of 2007 has been referred to the Council Public Safety and Judiciary Committee. 

DC currently has no loitering legislation. Commissioner Nixon asked for support of a motion for public comment on the amendment. Ms. Nixon also discussed her concern for the lack of attention paid to “warm spots” (e.g., Rosedale, 15th and A NE, etc.). Given that these are areas with significant drug action, perhaps they should be included in some manner in the legislation to allow for “drug-free zones”.  Using the Baltimore anti-loitering laws as a jumping point for the creation of similar laws in DC, Ms. Nixon suggested that the proposed amendment also include schools, recreation centers, liquor stores and convenience stores as permanent “no loitering” areas. 

Commissioner Alberti noted that there are two different points to be addressed: first, the issue of the proposed amendment at hand. And second, a more long-term dialogue is necessary to approach altering the existing codes to include legislation concerning loitering. Additionally, Mr. Alberti requested clarification on the definition of a “hot spot” and “warm spot.” Ms. Nixon noted that no definition within the DC code currently exists. Committee member Annie Earley volunteered to contact Councilmember Graham’s office to clarify the situation.

Commissioner Nixon again returned to the Baltimore anti-loitering code stating that a drug-free zone is the equivalent of a “hot spot/anti-loitering zone”. Such areas in Baltimore designated by the Chief of Police [Commissioner] are reviewed for renewal as such an area every three months. Additionally, this designation can be terminated at any time.  This is something that should be considered if this legislation is adopted.

Members of the Public Safety Committee agreed that this proposed amendment will assist in the short-term, but the issue of creating anti-loitering legislation within DC is imperative to address issues in areas not necessarily deemed “hot spots”.

Motion. In a vote of 3-0 the committee supported the proposed amendment and agreed to submit a letter to Councilmember Gray, copying Councilmembers Graham, Wells, Mendelson, Brown and other at-large members as well as Chief Lanier with the following recommendations.  In addition, Commissioners Alberti and Holmes were in agreement.

1. The ANC 6A Public Safety Committee moves that the City Council offers this amendment for public opinion

2. Terms such as “hot spot” and “ warm spot” should be defined in code.

3. Amend the language to read three months with option to recertify an area via a review versus leaving designation solely to the discretion of the Chief of Police.

Also, the committee moved to suggest that if the proposed legislation is passed, MPD utilizes citation with release as appropriate. Once the amendment is made, the ANC may vote to send a letter to MPD requesting that officers consider citation with release as an option when dealing with loitering “hot spot”/drug-free zones.

Bike officers in Patrol Service Areas 102 and 103

The committee discussed the pros and cons of bike police in ANC6A


Pros:


- Officers are better able to access areas otherwise inaccessible to automobiles


- Officers can easily shift patrol areas


- Officers can be more stealthy 


- Stronger public presence


Cons:

- Officers are likely slower to reach crime scenes

- Reduce number of police in squad cars

Commissioner Nixon offered the option of instead of pulling police from Patrol Service Areas (PSAs), perhaps the District should create a bike unit (similar to the DC undercover unit). Further, Commissioner Alberti questioned whether we can request bike officers in PSAs, and if so, where will they come from in MPD?

The committee recommended that it continue to examine the efficiency of bike patrols in certain situations (e.g., seasons) to better focus ANC requests. However, in the interim, the committee views bicycle officers as an integral component of a proactive police presence. Thus, the committee recommends that the community use said police in a strategic sense so as to maximize their efficacy in targeted areas.

Motion. Submit a letter to the ANC 6A at large to request that MPD continue and consider increasing the bicycle program on a 1st District level with units dispersed at the Commander’s discretion during warmer months.

Checkers Business License Request

A request was received to submit a letter to the franchise owner of Checkers for a copy of his operating license.  Commissioner Alberti suggested that a Public Safety committee member work with DCRA to retrieve all relevant documents regarding Checker’s permits/licenses vs. approaching Checker’s for the information. Committee member Annie Earley volunteered to obtain a copy of Checker’s business license, Certificate of Occupancy and any other documents that could be pulled regarding the restaurant’s licenses and permits. Additionally, it was agreed upon that any findings would be reported to both the Public Safety and Economic Development and Zoning Committees for ANC 6a.

Since the meeting, Mrs. Earley has been researching these items using resources at DCRA.  It turns out that Checkers is zoned C-2-B and did not require exceptions for the location.  We are still looking for the Certificate of Occupancy on-line.

Chief Lanier letter RE: PSA Substation and Staffing

Substation

The committee discussed Chief Lanier’s letter regarding ANC6a’s request for a police substation in Northeast DC.  In Chief Lanier’s response to the ANC6A request for either the main station or the substation to be positioned in NE DC, she stated that she is “not contemplating expanding the number of substations in the First District at this time”.  Chief Lanier expressed concerns about the overhead cost of an additional substation.  (Please see Chief Lanier’s letter at the end of these minutes.)

Commissioner Nixon stressed the need for a response to Chief Lanier’s letter.  In particular, the NE quadrant of the District lacks a tactical response unit.  In addition, Patrol Service Areas 102 and 103 need to be housed in the same sector in order to be able to proactively collaborate with regards to a nice flow between concerns that will definitely arise with regards to the Benning Rd/H St NE Corridor.  Although the Lieutenants from both PSAs 102 and 103 take great lengths to coordinate meeting times, meetings would be much more feasible if they were in the same station and sector.  Options might include a cross PSA tactical task force assigned to the Benning Rd/H St corridor.

Furthermore, the committee, in general, agreed that we have no concerns that the command staff and officers will cope no matter where they are placed, but it is necessary to house some piece of the 1st District in Northeast DC.  Committee Member Joe Bellino noted that in the past the 1st District did not run as far North and East.  In fact, PSAs 102 and 103 were predominantly part of the 5th District.  It is hoped that consideration will be given to housing the a tactical response unit in Northeast DC to acknowledge the expansion of the 1st District boundaries and to place some piece of the 1st District in Northeast DC.  ANC6a has been consistent in this request for a police station for several years.  

Staffing
With regards to the staffing portion of Chief Lanier’s letter, the committee appreciates the use of a formula using 2004 and 2006 statistics.  The committee discussed the need to see this formula include a projection for the increase in residents, visitors, and tourists in both Patrol Service Areas 102 and 103.  It seems that PSAs 102 and 103 are perfectly staffed according to the calculations.  This should allow the officers to be proactive versus reactive to crime.  

With new residents in both PSAs there are likely to be higher expectations, particularly with regards to quality of life.  Therefore, calls for service will most likely increase for a time period until everything settles.  PSAs 102 and 103 have large housing communities (e.g., condominiums) and apartment buildings that are currently empty, but are being renovated for sale and rental.  It is important to account for these impending increases when considering officer allocation.  The committee was concerned that projections be used for potential future crime versus just past data and would like such projections to include ongoing land development in the way of entertainment and housing, both of which bring more people into the PSAs who need access to police.

Motion: Submit a letter to Chief Lanier in response to her May letter regarding denial of a police substation in and additional police officers in PSA 102 and 103.

We also discussed inviting Chief Lanier to either the ANC6a Public Safety Committee Meeting or an ANC6A meeting.
Nuisance Property Letters

Commissioner Nixon made a motion that ANC6A send letters to several property owners (addresses below) requesting that they work with neighbors regarding concerns with their properties.  Police officers have even noted unusual activity at the properties listed in the motion.  It is important to note that per the tax records, only the owners of 1536 A St NE and 1518 A St NE appear to reside on the property as they are both receiving the Senior Homestead Deduction.  However, community members are concerned that 1518 A St NE may be vacant.

There had been community concern regarding a property on 14th St NE near Emerald St NE.  However, the ANC6A Public Safety Committee would like to have something in writing or in person from several residents before submitting letters as were written for properties.

Commissioner Nixon stressed that it was important to have input on such letters from multiple sources over a period of time and that there must be a strong case.  If ANC6A were to send such letters without checking facts, then the importance of these situations could be diluted.

Motion: Letters regarding drug and crime related concerns to owners the following properties: 112 15th Street NE, 101 15th St NE (1504 A St NE) Unit A, 1536 A St NE, 1518 A St NE.  These properties have been identified as concerns to neighbors for residents that have been appear to be involved in illegal drugs, harassing neighbors, and more.
Teen Summit Live

Teen Summit Live, held on May 5, 2007 was a success. Forty teens participated, along with over 15 officers from the first district. The group was greeted by Mayor Anthony Williams, Councilman Tommy Wells, and WPGC’s Justine Love. Following lunch, the teens broke out into discussion groups to talk about violence in their own lives as well as questions they had for police officers present. Both the teens and the police officers felt this was a mutually beneficial exercise to increase dialogue about serious issue facing teens in the first district. The teens also created t-shirts depicting how violence has affected them on a primary and/or secondary level; these t-shirts will be on display in the 1D main station as well as the Mayor’s office. This was the first even of many to kick off the 2007 “Summer of Safety”.

Guide to DC with Other Committees
Commissioner Nixon noted that this was something the committee would continue evaluating.  Committee Member Daniel Wolff had mentioned a type of open source document on the web.  The committee is interested in such an idea.  In addition, Commissioner Nixon had spoken with Commissioner Ron McBee from ANC6D who has been working on something similar.

Ms. Nixon asked if perhaps using Yahoo Groups (moderated) or Google Groups (moderated) might be a good way to start.  Another idea would be using a blog type website.

The meeting adjourned at 8:30 PM

[INSERT DATE HERE]

The Honorable Vincent C. Gray

Council Chair

Council of the District of Columbia

1350 Pennsylvania Ave, NW, Ste 402

Washington, DC 20004 

Dear Councilmember Gray: 

At its regularly scheduled meeting on May 14, 2007 with a quorum present, our Commission voted [INSERT VOTE HERE] to respectfully to support the Council’s proposed text amendment concerning the “Hot-spot No Loitering Zone Act Amendment of 2007” with the following suggestions. 

First, we respectfully request that the proposed text amendment is offered for public opinion. 

Second, the Commission requests that terms such as “hot spot” and “warm spot” are explicitly defined in DC code so as to avoid any potential future misunderstandings in enforcing the legislation. 

And lastly, we suggest that the Council alter the proposed text amendment lines 30-34 to indicate that the “Hot Spot No Loitering Zone” may be in effect for a maximum three months, whereby it will then be reviewed by the Chief of Police and either extended or terminated. This suggestion is based upon Baltimore ’s existing anti-loitering legislation to promote a more objective review of “hot-spot zones”. 

We respectfully request that you consider the above suggestions from the Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A.

On behalf of the commission,

Joseph Fengler

Chair, Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A

CC:      Councilmember Tommy Wells, Ward 6

            Councilmember Phil Mendelson, At-Large

            Councilmember  Kwame R. Brown, At-Large    

Chief Cathy Lanier, Metropolitan Police Department

Commander Diane Groomes, 1st District

[INSERT DATE HERE]
Chief Cathy Lanier

Metropolitan Police Department

300 Indiana Avenue NW 

Washington DC 20011

Dear Chief Lanier:

At its regularly scheduled meeting on June 14, 2007 with a quorum present, our Commission voted [INSERT HERE] to request that the Metropolitan Police Department renew utilization and involvement in bicycle patrol for officers within the 1st District.  

Bicycle patrol is important and effective in community policing.  Bicycle patrol allows patrol officers, in full uniform, to more effectively engage in detection and surveillance of the criminal element while still presenting an approachable and engaged appearance to the general public.  For these reasons, we are requesting that MPD train and assign officers to work in bicycle patrol, at the Commander’s discretion, in communities throughout the 1st District during the warmer months. 

We look forward to your response.

On behalf of the Commission,

Joseph Fengler

Chair, Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A

CC:
1st District Commander Diane Groomes


Tommy Wells, Ward 6 Councilmember


[Insert At-large councilmembers]

[INSERT DATE HERE]

Chief Cathy Lanier

Metropolitan Police Dept.

Government of the District of Columbia

300 Indiana Avenue NW

Washington, DC 20001

Dear Chief Cathy Lanier:

At its regularly scheduled meeting on June 14, 2007 with a quorum present, our Commission voted [INSERT HERE] to respectfully respond to your letter regarding locating a station for the First District in Northeast DC and staffing for Patrol Service Areas 102 and 103.

We appreciate your response and understand that there are limits to every budget and the explanation of the formula planned for determining officer allocation.  We again respectfully request that either the main First District station be moved to Northeast DC or that Patrol Service Areas 102 and 103 be provided a substation in Northeast DC. We feel that the benefits to public safety far outweigh the costs.  Most, if not all, of PSAs 102 and 103 was originally part of the Fifth District that has a nearby station.  When this territory in Northeast DC was transferred to the First District, it expanded the space and residents that officers in the First District cover.

When the plans to move the First District Station were created that involved moving the station to Virginia Ave, SW, it further emphasized the distance placed between our police officers and the community of Northeast DC.  We would appreciate you reconsidering the location of the First District Main Station.  At minimum, we need a way that Patrol Service Area 102 and 103 can be housed in the same station to facilitate a smooth and safe transition for the Benning Rd NE/H St NE Corridor.  This is of utmost importance as these two PSAs share three borders, 9th Street Northeast, Maryland Ave Northeast, and Benning Rd Northeast.

We appreciate the calculations you and your staff have completed with regards to staffing.  We want to ensure that Patrol Service Areas 102 and 103, along with the rest of the First District, will have enough officers to remain proactive rather than reactive.  We are concerned that 2004 and 2006 calls for service and crime numbers will not accurately predict future criminal activity in an area.  First District Commander Diane Groomes is terrific at ensuring that areas are staffed; however, it is important that our officers do not have to move to a reactive position.

Please ensure that any calculations include the projected increase in residents, visitors, and tourists to both PSA 102 and 103.  In both PSAs there are many vacant commercial and non-commercial properties that are being developed for housing and entertainment.  Over the next few years, we anticipate that there will be a significant increase in new residents to both PSAs as well as more visitors/tourists seeking the Benning Rd NE/H St NE Corridor.  Both items should increase calls for service in these PSAs and criminal activity.  

As your statistics indicate, Patrol Service Areas 103 had the second highest number of homicides in 2006.  Crime is most likely to increase before it decreases again.  We strongly request that any officer detailed from a PSA to a tactical unit no longer be counted as among the officers available to the PSA.  Both PSAs have significant ongoing drug activity despite the efforts of MPD.  This activity leads to violence.  It is of utmost importance that PSAs 102 and 103 have ample staff to handle the increased demands of the neighborhoods and the Benning Rd/H Street Corridor.

Again, we appreciate your response and your honesty.  We appreciate the work of First District Commander Diane Groomes.  We would appreciate a commitment to at minimum maintain the officers allocated to these Patrol Service Areas, to consider placing either the Main First District Station in Northeast DC, and to consider the need to house Patrol Service Areas 102 and 103 under the same roof.

We look forward to your response.

On behalf of the Commission,

Joseph Fengler

Chair, Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A

CC:
1st District Commander Diane Groomes


Tommy Wells, Ward 6 Councilmember


[Insert At-large councilmembers]

[INSERT DATE HERE]

Mrs. Thelma Best

3906 17th Place, NE

Washington, DC 20018

Dear Mrs. Thelma Best,

We would like to work with you and residents of your property at 112 15th St NE to increase the safety of the neighborhood.

Concerns have been expressed about public safety at and around 112 15th St NE by community members as well as police.  Concerns include drug activity and noise, among other issues, at and around the property by individuals who appear to reside at the property.  

There are several ways you can work with the community to enhance public safety including, working with the Metropolitan Police Department (Patrol Service Area 103), your Advisory Neighborhood Commissioner for Single Member District 6A04 Nicholas Alberti, and establishing a point of contact with your immediate neighbors. 

To facilitate communication, we have included contact information for your Patrol Service Area 103 and Advisory Neighborhood Commissioner, along with meeting dates below:

Patrol Service Area 103, A/Lieutenant Mark Saunders (Mark.Saunders@dc.gov) 698-0068, Volunteer Co-Community Coordinator Brenda Artis (bfartis14@yahoo.com) and Stephanie Nixon (smnixon6a@prodigy.net) 

Advisory Neighborhood Commissioner 6A04 Nicholas Alberti, 202 543-3512

alberti6a04@yahoo.com

Ward 6 Neighborhood Services Coordinator Hiram Brewton, 202-727-7975 (Hiram.Brewton@dc.gov) 

We look forward to working with you.

On behalf of the Commission,

Joseph Fengler

Chair, Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A

enc: ANC6A flier, PSA boundaries handout

CC:
Hiram Brewton, NSC Ward 6


1st District Commander Diane Groomes


Acting Lt (Sgt) Mark Saunders


Kenneth Behle, US Attorney’s Office


Tommy Wells, Ward 6 Councilmember

[INSERT DATE HERE]

Mrs. Susanna Casu

101 15th St, NE

Washington, DC 20002

Dear Mrs. Susanna Casu,

We would like to work with you and residents of your property at 101 15th St NE (also 1504 A St NE and specifically Unit A) to increase the safety of the neighborhood.

Concerns have been expressed about public safety at and around 101 15th St NE (Unit A) by community members as well as police.  Concerns include drug activity and noise, among other issues, at and around the property by individuals who appear to reside at the property.  At least one drug-related arrest from this Unit supports these concerns and occurred within the past three months.

There are several ways you can work with the community to enhance public safety including, working with the Metropolitan Police Department (Patrol Service Area 103), your Advisory Neighborhood Commissioner for Single Member District 6A04 Nicholas Alberti, and establishing a point of contact with your immediate neighbors. 

To facilitate communication, we have included contact information for your Patrol Service Area 103 and Advisory Neighborhood Commissioner, along with meeting dates below:

Patrol Service Area 103, A/Lieutenant Mark Saunders (Mark.Saunders@dc.gov) 698-0068, Volunteer Co-Community Coordinator Brenda Artis (bfartis14@yahoo.com) and Stephanie Nixon (smnixon6a@prodigy.net) 

Advisory Neighborhood Commissioner 6A04 Nicholas Alberti, 202 543-3512

alberti6a04@yahoo.com

Ward 6 Neighborhood Services Coordinator Hiram Brewton, 202-727-7975 (Hiram.Brewton@dc.gov) 

We look forward to working with you.

On behalf of the Commission,

Joseph Fengler

Chair, Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A

enc: ANC6A flier, PSA boundaries handout

CC:
Hiram Brewton, NSC Ward 6


1st District Commander Diane Groomes


Acting Lt (Sgt) Mark Saunders


Kenneth Behle, US Attorney’s Office


Tommy Wells, Ward 6 Councilmember

[INSERT DATE HERE]

Mr. A. D. Ashton

1536 A Sreet, NE

Washington, DC 20002

Dear Mr. Ashton,

We would like to work with you and residents of your property at 1536 A St NE to increase the safety of the neighborhood.

Concerns have been expressed about public safety at and around 1536 A St NE by community members as well as police.  Concerns include drug activity and noise, among other issues, at and around the property by individuals who appear to reside at the property.  

There are several ways you can work with the community to enhance public safety including, working with the Metropolitan Police Department (Patrol Service Area 103), your Advisory Neighborhood Commissioner for Single Member District 6A04 Nicholas Alberti, and establishing a point of contact with your immediate neighbors. 

To facilitate communication, we have included contact information for your Patrol Service Area 103 and Advisory Neighborhood Commissioner, along with meeting dates below:

Patrol Service Area 103, A/Lieutenant Mark Saunders (Mark.Saunders@dc.gov) 698-0068, Volunteer Co-Community Coordinator Brenda Artis (bfartis14@yahoo.com) and Stephanie Nixon (smnixon6a@prodigy.net) 

Advisory Neighborhood Commissioner 6A04 Nicholas Alberti, 202 543-3512

alberti6a04@yahoo.com

Ward 6 Neighborhood Services Coordinator Hiram Brewton, 202-727-7975 (Hiram.Brewton@dc.gov) 

We look forward to working with you.

On behalf of the Commission,

Joseph Fengler

Chair, Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A

enc: ANC6A flier, PSA boundaries handout

CC:
Hiram Brewton, NSC Ward 6


1st District Commander Diane Groomes


Acting Lt (Sgt) Mark Saunders


Kenneth Behle, US Attorney’s Office


Tommy Wells, Ward 6 Councilmember

[INSERT DATE HERE]

Mrs. Deborah Davis

1518 A St, NE

Washington, DC 20002

Dear Mrs. Deborah Davis,

We would like to work with you and residents of your property at 1518 A St NE to increase the safety of the neighborhood.

Concerns have been expressed about public safety at and around 1518 A St NE by community members as well as police.  Concerns include drug activity, noise, loitering, litter, and illegal dumping, among other issues, at and around the property by individuals who do not appear to reside at the property.  In fact, there are questions about whether or not the property is occupied.

There are several ways you can work with the community to enhance public safety including, working with the Metropolitan Police Department (Patrol Service Area 103), your Advisory Neighborhood Commissioner for Single Member District 6A04 Nicholas Alberti, and establishing a point of contact with your immediate neighbors. 

To facilitate communication, we have included contact information for your Patrol Service Area 103 and Advisory Neighborhood Commissioner, along with meeting dates below:

Patrol Service Area 103, A/Lieutenant Mark Saunders (Mark.Saunders@dc.gov) 698-0068, Volunteer Co-Community Coordinator Brenda Artis (bfartis14@yahoo.com) and Stephanie Nixon (smnixon6a@prodigy.net) 

Advisory Neighborhood Commissioner 6A04 Nicholas Alberti, 202 543-3512

alberti6a04@yahoo.com

Ward 6 Neighborhood Services Coordinator Hiram Brewton, 202-727-7975 (Hiram.Brewton@dc.gov) 

We look forward to working with you.

On behalf of the Commission,

Joseph Fengler

Chair, Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A

enc: ANC6A flier, PSA boundaries handout

CC:
Hiram Brewton, NSC Ward 6


1st District Commander Diane Groomes


Acting Lt (Sgt) Mark Saunders


Kenneth Behle, US Attorney’s Office


Tommy Wells, Ward 6 Councilmember

REPORT OF THE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND ZONING COMMITTEE OF ANC 6A 

Capitol Hill Towers (900 G St NE)

May 30, 2007

**Meeting was conducted without a quorum of voting members**

I. Chairman Mahmud called the meeting to order at 7:15 PM

A. Committee members present: Lance Brown, Jennifer Flather and Omar Mahmud (Chair)

B. Committee members absent: DeLania Hardy, Sean Lovitt, Warner Sterling, Diane Hoover, Victor McKoy and Marlon Smoker 

C. Also in attendance were ANC 6A Commissioners Stephanie Nixon and David Holmes, and a member of the community.

II. Announcements

a. Conversion of Constitution Ave. NE to Permanent Two-Way on or about July 1, 2007

i. Mr. Mahmud informed the committee of DDOT’s decision to perform this two-way conversion first among the two-way conversions recommended by the Capitol Hill Transportation Study.

ii. Commissioner Holmes asked about timing the streetlights along C Street NE.  Commissioner Nixon informed him such action may disrupt the timing of bus service.

b. Christopher Delfs of DDOT Tentatively Scheduled to Attend June Committee Meeting

i. Mr. Delfs agreed to attend our June committee meeting as a follow-up to Director Moneme’s participation at the May ANC 6A meeting.

ii. Mr. Mahmud would like to prepare a set of issues/questions to be addressed by Mr. Delfs ahead of time.  A set of draft issues/questions will be circulated by Mr. Mahmud for review by the committee members ahead of being forwarded to Mr. Delfs.

III. New Business

A. Establish Legislative Research Group – Mahmud

i. The committee discussed establishing a group of committee members interested in researching and proposing legislation to city counsel aimed at addressing transportation and public space concerns in our ANC.

ii. As a first step, Mr. Mahmud and Mr. Brown agreed to look into legislative fixes for the sign illumination issues the committee has looked into with respect to Mount Moriah Church.

B. Research DDOT’s Alley Construction/Repair Schedule for ANC 6A – Mahmud

i. Numerous questions have come up of late regarding alley repair and maintenance in our ANC.  Mr. Mahmud informed the committee he asked Mr. Delfs of DDOT about this matter and that Mr. Delfs promised to forward Mr. Mahmud an updated construction prioritization list in the next week or so.

ii. Mr. Mahmud would like to evaluate this list and compare it against past ANC 6A prioritization lists and current alley repair needs.

iii. In addition, Mr. Mahmud would like Mr. Delfs to address this issue in June.  More specifically, he would like to find out how many repair projects our ANC can reasonably expect to be completed this year, what those projects are and when they will be started.

C. Letter to Taxicab Commission Re: Lack of H Street Service – Mahmud

i. Mr. Mahmud informed the committee of recent complaints about taxicab service to H Street and the surrounding neighborhoods.  Residents and patrons of H Street business have complained of cab drivers refusing to take fares to H Street.  In addition, some have complained it is difficult finding a cab on H Street when leaving an H Street business.  The committee discussed the issue at length and decided something needed to be done.

ii. Ms. Nixon has been in contact with Carolyn Crank of the U.S. Attorney’s Office who is interested in helping us resolve the problem.  Ms. Crank also passed along a contact at the Taxicab Commission, Doreen Thompson, who may be able to help us as well.

iii. Mr. Mahmud agreed to contact Ms. Thompson to find out the most effective way of addressing our concerns.  Mr. Mahmud will also invite her to our July committee meeting so residents can express their concerns directly.  This will also give us a chance to discuss possible solutions.

D. Proposed Letter Re: Traffic Camera Request Procedures – Mahmud/Nixon

i. Ms. Nixon informed the committee of her efforts to get clarification on this issue.  Ken Granata, a former member of the committee, has drafted a letter requesting precise instructions on how citizens can go about making a traffic camera request (attached).

ii. The committee briefly reviewed the letter.  Mr. Mahmud moved that we send Mr. Granata’s letter on to the ANC for approval.  Ms. Nixon seconded and the motion passed without objection.

iii. Recommendation: Send Mr. Granata’s draft letter requesting precise traffic camera request procedures.
E. Proposed Letter Re: Utilization of 1401 Maryland Ave. NE – Mahmud

i. Commissioner Schultheiss has proposed we recommend some uses for the public space adjacent to this property since it is currently being used for illegal parking.  One idea is to use the space for temporary legal parking during streetscape construction along H Street and Benning Road since many public parking spaces will be lost during construction.

ii. The committee discussed the best way of getting community input on this issue.  Commissioner Nixon moved that the committee hold a public discussion at its June meeting to get community feedback, and make an announcement at the June ANC meeting.  Mr. Brown seconded the motion and it passed without objection.

iii. Recommendation: Announce at the June ANC meeting that a public discussion on possible uses for the public space adjacent to 1401 Maryland Ave. NE will be held at the June Transportation and Public Space Committee meeting.
IV. Updates

A. H Street Transportation Management – Schultheiss

i. Commissioner Schultheiss continues to work with H Street merchants and city officials to come up with parking solutions, particularly during streetscape construction.

B. SMD Captains – Mahmud

i. Mr. Mahmud has created a spreadsheet to track service requests and the flyer of reportable conditions is nearly complete.  We have several volunteers in place, but are still lacking others in some single member districts.

ii. Elizabeth Nelson of the Community Outreach Committee has recommended we submit an article to Voice of the Hill informing the community of this program and soliciting volunteers.

V. Additional Community Comment

A. Ms. Nixon informed the committee of problems with trash cans in public space.  She suspects some businesses abutting residential zones do not have public space permits for their dumpsters and some dumpsters are not properly fenced in.

i. Ms. Nixon cited one address in particular as a problem, a catering company located at 409 18th Street NE.  The committee discussed sending a letter to DDOT asking for public space enforcement.

ii. Mr. Mahmud agreed to call DDOT to find out if the owner a) has a valid public space permit and b) whether our committee can request a copy of the permit.

VI. Adjourn meeting at 8:35 pm.

DRAFT TRAFFIC CAMERA INFORMATION REQUEST LETTER

[INSERT DATE HERE]

Captain Henry Burt and Lieutenant Kelvin Cusick

MPD: Traffic Division

[INSERT ADDRESS HERE]

Dear Captain Burt and Lieutenant Cusick,

We appreciate your office providing a description of steps to obtain a traffic camera in our neighborhoods.  However, we need to request further clarification on which District agency is responsible for each step and at what points the community should weigh in to facilitate this process.  

At its regularly scheduled meeting on June 14, 2007 with a quorum present, our Commission voted [INSERT HERE] to respectfully request that MPD Traffic Division provide ANC 6A Transportation & Public Space Committee with a step-by-step (from request-to-implementation) procedural guide for the fix speed-camera program.  

This procedural guide should include all steps necessary to evaluate a site for the speed-camera program.  The information should include, but not be limited to, the following: step-by-step procedural outline from site request to camera implementation; responsibilities of each DC government department/agency and personnel contact for each step; citizens’ responsibilities for each step, an estimated time-line for completion of each step; MPD’s site assessment traffic data; and MPD site evaluation protocol to assess site appropriateness for the fixed camera program. 

We request MPD provide this information to ANC 6A Transportation & Public Space Committee within thirty day from receipt of  this letter.

Thank you for all your assistance and we look forward to your prompt reply.

On behalf of the Commission,

Joseph Fengler

Chair, Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A

CC:
Tommy Wells, Councilmember Ward 6


Cathy Lanier, Chief MPD


Diane Groomes, 1st District Commander 


Christopher Delfs, District Department of Transportation

Letter regarding Maury Elementary School Fence

Dr. Clifford B. Janey

District of Columbia Public Schools

825 North Capitol St. NE

Washington D.C.  20002

Dear Dr. Janey:

We have not yet received a reply to our letter dated January 4, 2007 in which we directed your attention to the lack of response to our letter dated May 15, 2005.  Copies of these letters and the accompanying photographs are enclosed for your reference.

We continue to be concerned about the status of the chain link fencing around Maury Elementary School.  As previously noted, the fence is not continuous on the 12th Place NE side.  This allows unauthorized access to the playground.  As the weather is improving there are increased complaints about the packs of young adults who are congregating at the site and threatening neighbors, from late afternoon into the evening hours.

While we continue to believe that the best solution is a complete, secure, iron fencing around all sides of the playground, we are willing to discuss alternate proposals for eliminating the unacceptable after-hours activities that take place on the playground.

We look forward to your prompt response.

Cc:

Wells

Fenty

Raymond

Groomes

Enclosure:

Letter dated January 4, 2007

Letter dated May 15, 2005

Photos submitted with May 15 letter.

Motion proposed by Commissioner Holmes:

I move the Commission adopted the following three provisions to be presented to the City Council.

1/.
To clarify the ability of each ANC to petition the Zoning Commission directly for zoning amendments 

Amend the DCMR as follows:

In Title 11 102.2, insert "the Advisory Neighborhood Commissions" as "(f)";

and re-number the current language "Any other department of the District or fed-eral government." as "(g)". 

2/.
To remove prohibitions on enjoining City agencies. ((City agencies take action without waiting for the expiration of the ANC 30-day comment period, negating our "great weight". City agencies fail to consult as required by law and regulation. City agencies fail to perform the duties with which they are charged, to the detriment of the community. ANCs need a way to force or stop action.)) 

3/.
To provide an expedited appeal mechanism for decisions made by City agencies. The Office of Administrative Hearings may be the appropriate agency. ((There is, for example, no current appeal of any ruling by the Auditor. Other agencies have no appeal short of the Courts or action of the City Council. Unfortunately an issue that may be vital to a particular neighborhood may be of little interest or too time-consuming for the Council.)) 

\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\
It is my intention to offer, on behalf of the ANC, a compilation of these motions to the City Council.  This compilation will be brought back to the ANC for discussion.   We can then push for legislative action on a ANC reform and improvement bill. Should the Commission adopt these motions, I will talk to Councilmember Wells about drafting them into legislative language to be presented to the Council. 

I will offer several additional motions to our Commission at future meetings. If adopted, they will be added to the package.

David

Considerations for Zoning Commission Roundtable Discussion 

June 21 and July 12, 6:30 – 10 p.m.

Regulation of the Physical Structure:
- Problem: The current zoning code has weak, confusing and conflicting regulations on size, mass, and floor area.

- Proposed Solutions:
+ Form-based zoning: It controls, to varying degrees, any physical property of a building, from size to style to material.  In some places, it works as a stand-in for historic preservation laws in areas that lack historic protection.  In other places, it serves to maintain a certain consistency across structures in a given area.  As I envision it, however, a DC form-based code would be limited to, for example, maintaining structures of a certain age with their most prominent side(s); where there are no existing structures, maintain, at the very least, compatible size; and, perhaps, where there will be new construction on a lot where there are identifiable demolished structures within a certain distance from historic districts, require reconstruction of the prior structure.  This last one might not sit well even among preservationists, so I throw it out there primarily for the purposes of discussion.  I strongly favor historic districts, and at the same time I strongly favor innovation in architecture, so I'm trying to achieve the best of both worlds.

+ Any form-based code would need to include provisions to prevent incompatible uses in the same location.

Regulation of Use:
- Problem: PUDs.  PUDs don't work on any level.  First, the biggest problem with PUDs is that they result in spot inconsistencies within zoning districts and at best.  However, there's no reason to allow such inconsistencies outside of the variance process.  Second, and relatedly, the process is stacked in favor of the developer and against the average layman resident.  The reason is that residents have no easily accessible resource, or the economic resources, to determine how the value of the benefits of a PUD affecting them compare with a PUD in other areas, or at the very least, compare with the value of what they're giving up to the PUD.  By contrast, it seems that every developer comes to the table with vast economic resources, organization and the knoweldge base that comes with experienced legal counsel.  Third, as a result of the preceding problem, up until recently, ANC 6A has been getting the very short end of the deal in PUDs.  The reason is that the benefits that come out of a PUD are directly related to the sophistication and involvement of the residents, rather than the size, impact or inconsistency of the PUD.

- Proposed Solution: All of the follwing: (1) eliminate PUDs and process these kinds of projects as "Large-Scale Variances," and (2) require any Large Scale Variance, which would be any project that requires more than a threshold number and/or type variances, to negotiate public with both the District and residents.  The District, after all, is supposed to embody the interests of the general public; and (3) grant legal standing to enforce the agreement enumerating these benefits to both residents in a specified area around the project and the district; and (4) collect and make publicly available online a searchable register of PUD benefits and Large Scale Variance agreements, and (5) require any Large Scale Variance and PUD to post in window, lobby or other area open to the general public a list of the public benefits conferred.

- Problem: Incompatible uses: The current zoning code allows uses that, in theory, appear to be compatible with adjacent uses.  However, in practice, those uses are in fact in compatible beause of the nature of the business or the inability to enforce.  One obvious example is AutoZone.  I have nothing against the sale of auto parts, but I do have a problem with mechanics hawking their services all Saturday and working in they alleys and already limited number of parking spaces and dumping oil and brake fluid onto the sidewalk, onto the street, and into tree boxes, front yards, back yards and city trash cans.  It makes it difficult to achieve and maintain a clean and safe neighborhood and retail area.  Gas stations and repair garages pose similar problems (think of the repair shop at 11th and Florida, where all the cars are parked on the sidwalk).  We need all three kinds of establishments, but, because of the problems with regulating their negative impacts, existing ones should not be located directly adjacent residential structures.  That's how it is for auto parts repairs in R-1 districts.  if there are going to be repairs, there should at least be a commercial buffer zone to keep the negative impacts out of the neighborhood.  Personally, I even limit those establishments to industrial areas, but that's just me.

Solution: After a comprehensive review of potential incompatible uses in the zoning code, review of most-complained about types of businesses, and public input, disallow repair-type activities at existing retail establishments located adjacent to residential zoning districts.  Consider locating other incompatible uses to other areas.  Alternatively, require all parking for repair garages to be on a side of the building that does not have a sidwalk.

- Problem: over-concentration of negative-impact uses.  Liquor stores, gas stations, community-based residential facilities, carry-outs and fast food all come to mind.

- Proposed Solution: A zoning code should prevent over-concentration of these uses by number of C of Os issued in a particular block, zoning district, SMD and ward.  If the District developed a catalog of uses and their locations, a zoning technician would be able to make this determination up front very easily.

- Lack of public information about proposed uses:  Apart from having a searchable database of C of Os and construction permits online, the Zoning Commission should require an applicant to post a Notice of Proposed Change of Use that lists the current use and the proposed use, and must be posted for before or at the same time as filing their application for building permits, and for at least 30 days before the earlier of the issueance of the C of O or the initiation of the proposed use (e.g., beginning of construction).  This notice posting requirement would be similar to the notice posting requirement that for alcololic beverage establishments.  The notice requirement would benefit developers, because they would not be ambushed by residents who discover the proposed use only after the developer has invested heavily in construction; and residents would benefit, because they would be able to know ahead of time whether the proposed use was permissible or not.  Note that the time it takes to review construction documents for non-residential construction is usually much longer than 30 days, so this posting requirement shouldn't add any time to the already long time it takes to properly process construction permits.

Language of Zoning Code
- Problem: vagueness in the text of the zoning code is undesirable for developers because it is unreliable and insecure.  It causes problems for the city because it leads to lawsuits, administrative appeals and conflicts between residents and land users.  To some extent, ambiguity in language is unavoidable.  However, as the District's feedback about the recent text amendment of the fast food definition demonstrates, the Office of Planning insists on language that is ambiguous and, as a practical matter, too vague to be enforceable for a zoning technician at the building plan stage and too vague for to be enforceable a zoning officer at the enforcement stage.

- Solution: Craft language that is less conceptual and more "concrete."  Characteristics of every land use should include enumerated physical characteristics, identifiable from a building plan, that allow a per se determination of the proposed use, and a per se determination of the actual use.
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