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Committee Reports

Community Outreach Committee (COC)
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District of Columbia Government

Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A

Agenda for July 12, 2007


7:00 pm 
Call to order, adopt agenda and approve previous meeting’s minutes (page 4).

7:05
Community Presentation 
1. Thomas Gallo, H Street Heritage Trail (5 minutes) 
2. Jay Bennett, H Street Tropicana Restaurant (5 minutes)
7:15
Community Comments (2 minutes each)

7:15
Officer Reports:


Chair (2 minutes)

Vice-Chair (2 minutes)



Secretary (2 minutes) 
Letters not sent from last meetings (for informational purposes only):
From April meeting:
Letter to request party status with BZA on parking re: Specialty Hospital of Washington - Open

From May meeting:
Letter to DDOT on public space violation enforcement at 1319 Constitution (open)

Letter to PEPCO regarding loose metal plates (open)

Letter regarding Marathon (open)

Letter regarding ANC Reform Initiatives (open)
From June meeting:
None


Treasurer (2 minutes) - starts on page 33
1. Approve treasurer’s report and previous month’s disbursements.

2. Approve monthly photocopying expenses. 

7:20
Single Member District reports (2 minutes each)


Standing Committee Reports:
7:30
UAlcohol Beverage Licensing (4 minutes) – starts on page 34
1. No Report – June Meeting Canceled T 
2. Next meeting: 7:00 p.m., July 17, 2007. (third Tuesday)

7:30
UEconomic Development and Zoning (10 minutes) – starts on page 35
1. Recommendation:  support BZA application 17620 (1383-1385 H ST NE) with stipulations and appoint Drew Ronneberg as designated ANC representative

2. Recommendation:  support the survey of existing properties anywhere in the borders of ANC 6A for the potential creation of a new historic district or expansion of an existing historic district.  Annie Swingen is recommended to coordinator of the survey.
3. Recommendation: write a letter to DCRA and OTR pointing out technical errors (e.g. wrong square lot #s) in their vacant property lists.
4. Recommendation: appeal the building permit for 1016 H St NE to renovate the property for a fast food restaurant unless the owner of the property writes a letter to the Zoning Administrator asking that the permit be reissued to renovate the property for a restaurant. 
5. Recommendation: write a letter to Mayor Fenty and the City Council expressing its support for the former Zoning Administrator Bill Crews and appoint Drew Ronneberg as designated ANC representative
6. Recommendation: write a letter to the Zoning Administrator asking that the property at 701 10th St NE not receive a C of O unless it complies with the order from the Public Space Administration to bring its curb cut up to city specifications. 
7. Recommendation: write a letter to Trader Joe's urging them to locate in the new Stuart Development on the 300 block of H ST NE. 
8. Recommendation: submit a new petition to the Zoning Commission to pass a text amendment to the H Street Overlay forbidding map amendments as part of PUD applications.
9. Next meeting: 7:00 p.m., July 24, 2007 (fourth Tuesday).

10. Accept Committee Report

7:50
UCommunity Outreach (10 minutes) – starts on page 42
1. Nomination: Sylvie Lee

2. Recommendation: approve both grant applications received from Capitol Hill Community Foundation, Schools Libraries Project for library equipment/technology at both Maury ES and Ludlow Taylor ES in the amount of $1,000 each or $2,000 total.
3. Next meeting – 7:30 p.m., July 16, 2007 (third Monday)

4. Accept Committee Report.

8:00
UPublic Safety (15 minutes) – starts on page 50
1. Recommendation:  Send letter to FEMS and MPD regarding cooperation in dealing with illegal fireworks

2. Recommendation:  Send a letter via certified and “regular mail” to the owners of the six properties outlined in section “E” requesting that he/she clean it up and properly secure it.

3. Recommendation:  Send a letter of commendation for Police Commander Diane Groomes to the office of Police Chief Lanier.

4. Next meeting – 7:00 p.m., July 18, 2007 (third Wednesday)

5. Accept Committee Report.

8:15
UTransportation and Public Space Committee (5 minutes) – starts on page 59
1. Recommendation: Send letter to DDOT requesting that design funds be set aside in the FY 08 budget for two-way conversion of 17th St NE/SE.
2. Recommendation: Send DDOT (and send a copy to MPD and DPW) a request to install signage and begin enforcing illegal parking in the public space of 1401 Maryland Avenue. 
3. Recommendation: Send letter of support for traffic calming studies to DDOT for 12th Street, 13th Street, and 1300 block of G Street.

4. Next meeting – 7:00 p.m., July 23, 2007 (fourth Monday)

5. Accept Committee Report.

8:20
Unfinished Business 
8:20
New Business – discussion starts page 64
1. Send a letter to ABRA requesting use of their authority to modify a license in the Viggy's protest if the license is renewed. (Beatty)

2. Send a letter to DPR asking them to perform an inspection of the sprinkler system at Kingsman Field to ensure that it wasn’t damaged by the contractor constructing the condos at D and 13th Street while acknowledging that the sprinkler system was previously allowed to fall into disrepair by DPR. (Schultheiss)
3. Discuss value of advertising ANC Meeting in the Hill Rag (Marshall)

4. H Street Festival – September 15th (Marshall)

5. Enhancing the ANC’s Proposed Motions  (Holmes)
6. Modification to Citywide Call Center to include public space violations (Holmes)
8:55
Community comments – Round 2 (if time permits)

9:00
Adjourn
TAdvisory Neighborhood Commission 6A

TMiner Elementary School

TMinutes

T
The meeting was called to order at 7:05 pm.

Present: Commissioners Alberti, Beatty, Fengler, Holmes, Marshall, Nixon, and Schultheiss. 

 1. Approval of agenda

The agenda was approved without objection.

 2. Minutes

The minutes for the May meeting were approved, with technical amendments.

3. Community Comments
Patti Shea asked about the funeral parking for St. Cyprian’s at 14th And East Capitol Streets on weekday mornings, when funerals don’t begin until Noon, but the signs, which are not MPD’s and placed by the funeral home, prohibit parking after 8 am.    Mr. Alberti said that there are two issues involved, the first is the early parking prohibition, the second issue is No Parking signs must be issued by MPD, which would permit DPW to tow the cars.  Mr. Pittman added that there is a book at the precinct in which these events are supposed to be entered
Officer Reports

Chair

Motion: Mr. Fengler moved/Ms. Beatty seconded a motion that ANC 6A not meet in August.  The motion passed without objection.  He said that Committee chairs should be in touch with Elizabeth Nelson to let her know what their schedules will be for August.

Vice Chair
Mr. Holmes reported that ANC 6C had adopted a resolution supporting a historic structure survey as the first step in studying whether to extend the Capitol Hill historic district or create new historic districts.  He said that there was some money available from the Capitol Hill Restoration Society and the Historic Preservation Review Board has grant money for these surveys.

Treasurer
Mr. Alberti reported that the ANC’s audit had been successful, and the ANC’s policies and practices were found to be sufficient.  There were no problems with expenses, and the Auditor was particularly pleased with the grant application.  The Auditor suggested that a process be developed for having a second person check the bank statements.

Commissioner Alberti presented the Treasurer’s Report. The report shows that the opening checking account balance was $26,693.65, and that the savings account balance was $4,168.41.  There was an interest payment to the savings account of $1.03.  There were disbursements of $127.50 to Roberta Weiner for transcription of minutes (Check #1314); $570.84 to FedEx Kinko’s for photocopying (Check #1311); $390 to Partners in Sign for interpreter services; $2,057.70 to Current Newspapers for 2007 (Check #1313); $173.44 to Bill Schultheiss for business cards; and $583.02 to FedEx Kinko’s for April copying, leaving a balance of $22,791.15 in the checking account, and $4,169.44 in the savings account.  Motion: Commissioner Alberti moved to approve the Treasurer’s Report.  It was seconded by Commissioner Fengler, and approved without objection.

Motion: Mr. Alberti moved that $600 be approved for copying for ANC materials, and that up to $60 be approved for copying for each Committee’s materials and each SMD’s materials for the next month.  The motion was accepted without objection.

Mr. Pittman asked that the ANC’s check books be open to the public, and he was told that all ANC finances are visible on the web site, through the quarterly reports and the Treasurer’s Reports.

 4. SMD Reports

Mr. Schultheiss reported that Checkers has installed security, and within the next thirty days they will install No Loitering signs.  They are fixing the windows, and improving the exterior later in the summer.  So far they are making good progress.  They are also reaching out to the merchants on H Street to determine the feasibility of a partnership to address security and cleanliness.

Ms. Mack reported that there are problems with Benning Road Liquors, including issues in the parking lot, which she will discuss with the Public Safety Committee.  She also said there are problems with trash at a house at 1766 Gales Street.  Mr. Alberti suggested contacting the Health Department.

Ms. Beatty reported that Lovejoy Park was open and operating, and she has gotten volunteers to help with its maintenance.  No ribbon cutting ceremony has been scheduled yet.  She said that Commander Groomes came to her last SMD meeting and addressed the issues of violent crime and drug dealing in our area.  In addition, PEPCo discussed the frequent outages in the neighborhood, stating that they had resolved the problem the day of the SMD meeting. There was also an update regarding the construction of Lincoln Park Terrace condominiums, which are scheduled to be completed by July 31.

 Ms. Nixon reported the following:

· There is a carriage house behind 1608 East Capitol Street NE that seems to have been separated from the rest of the property during a sales transaction.  Eric Rogers is still checking this out, and the Fire Marshal requested that the building be placed on the Neighborhood Services team list, as it appears to be hazardous and require inspection.

· Concerns have been expressed about the maintenance of several vacant buildings in the 1600 block of East Capitol Street and the east side of the unit block of 16th Street NE.

· Alleys that require repaving/repair include the north alley in the 1600 block of East Capitol Street NE; the south alley in the 1700 and 1800 block of E Street NE; and the north alley in the 1700 and 1800 blocks of D Street NE.

· There is a dump truck that continues to park on a strip of land that has thousands of dollars in fines in the 1800 block of D Street NE.

· Traffic on C Street NE and 17th Street NE has to be slowed because of the high volume of children walking to and from school.  Speed limit signs are needed in the eastbound lanes of C Street NE for 1800 and 1900 blocks.

· Mr. Jackson presented to the SMD a plan devised by the Community Action Group for training teen tutors and taking them around to various schools.  He is seeking feedback for the plan.

Mr. Alberti reported that Constitution Avenue will going in two directions beginning in a few months.  He also said there have been complaints about Bella Market at 15th and A about their not cleaning up outside and not using clear plastic bags—quality of life issues.  He said, however, that they have been proactive in correcting the problems.

Mr. Fengler reported that alley issues are being immediately addressed on Pickford Place and that six or seven people who live there have been active and it has helped.  He reported that the Parks and Recreation Department has not approved the permit for the Fathers Day event at Sherwood Rec Center.  He said that Councilmember Wells had advised him that the Sherwood Rec Center Advisory Committee will be replaced.  He also said that they are exploring evening parking options on H Street including using the H Street Connection and AutoZone lots for valet parking for the restaurants and clubs.

Mr. Holmes reported that tour buses are now parking and idling on Constitution and Independence Avenues since they can’t park near the Capitol.  He said there is a $250 fine for idling, and suggested that the Transportation Committee should deal with the issue.  Ms. Nixon said that the fine for idling is $1000.

Mr. Marshall reported on a shooting gallery at 811 10th Street NE, and he is working with Councilmember Wells and MPD to get it boarded up.  He said he had an SMD meeting on June 6th and 23 people and the Councilmember had attended.  He said the Councilmember is interested in having a police substation near H Street, that he wants to increase the curfew this summer, and is against the Father’s Day party and other events that will take police off the street.  Finally, he said Councilmember Wells is interested in doing a walk-through in his SMD.

 5. Committee Reports
Alcoholic Beverage and Licensing 

Ms. Beatty announced the resignation of Malcolm Ross, who is moving out of the ANC.  She presented an update on the Moratorium, saying that it has been released by the Office of the Attorney General and has been published in the DC Register, but she doesn’t know whether it has been forwarded to the City Council for final approval yet.

Motion: Ms. Beatty moved the ANC accept the Committee’s recommendation that no protests be entered on the renewals of three licenses up for renewal, and that existing voluntary agreements be continued. They are Granville Moore’s Brickyard, the Argonaut, and the Majestic by Gwen. The motion was passed without objection.

Motion: Ms. Beatty moved/Mr. Alberti seconded a motion to accept the Committee’s report.  It was accepted without objection.


Economic Development and Zoning

New Member
Motion: Mr. Fengler nominated/Mr. Alberti seconded the nomination of Annie Swingen to serve as a member of the Economic Development and Zoning Committee.  The nomination was accepted without objection.

Comstock East Capitol
While there was no quorum at the last Economic Development and Zoning meeting, there was as discussion of the project with the developer, and Mr. Holmes said that, with several reservations, they were prepared to support the project. Those include the cladding on the roof structures and balcony detailing.

Motion: Mr. Fengler moved/Ms. Nixon seconded a motion that ANC 6A support the Comstock project before the Zoning Commission if the remaining issues are addressed as approved by the authorized representative of the ANC. 
816 East Capitol Street NE
This is a request for ANC 6A support of an application to HPRB to replace a chimney at the rear of the building with an elevator in the same footprint, and to enclose a third floor rear patio with glass. 
Motion: Mr. Fengler moved/Mr. Alberti seconded a motion that the ANC accept the Committee’s recommendation to support the replacement of the chimney with an elevator, conditionally support the enclosure of the rear patio if channel glass is used, and letters of support are received from the building’s adjacent neighbors, and oppose the enclosure of the front portico with glass.  Mr. Holmes added that motion should include language authorizing him and Mr. Ronneberg to represent the ANC in the matter, and can testify at HPRB as well, if necessary.  The motion passed without objection.  The motion passed without objection.

Nuisance Properties Abatement Reform and Real Property Classification Amendment Act of 2007 (Bill 17-0086)
This bill, currently being considered by the City Council, is intended to 1/ clear up ambiguities in the existing law; 2/ streamline the process of recording vacant properties and 3/ reduce the number of exemptions to the current vacant property designation.

Motion: Mr. Fengler moved/Ms. Beatty seconded a motion to accept the Committee’s recommendation to support Bill 17-0086 and suggest it be amended to require DCRA to report vacant properties to OTR quarterly and that the affected ANC be notified when the Mayor or agents of the Mayor exempts a property from the vacant property rules.  The motion passed without objection.

Meeting Location

Motion: Mr. Fengler moved/Ms. Nixon seconded a motion to authorize the change of the venue of the Committee meetings to the Sherwood recreation Center.  The motion passed without objection.

The Committee’s report was accepted without objection. 


Community Outreach

Ms. Nelson announced the resignation from her committee of Rich Carlson and Jesse Rauch.

Motion: Mr. Fengler moved/Ms. Beatty seconded a motion to accept the Committee’s recommendation to approve a grant application for $380 (not to exceed) to Trees for Capitol Hill (TFCH) for the purchase of tree gators for use on street trees within ANC 6A boundaries.

The motion passed without objection.

Motion: Mr. Fengler moved/Ms. Beatty seconded a motion to accept the Committee’s recommendation to approve a grant application for $1000 to KidPower for the purchase of a digital camera, and the fees charged by the skating and dance instructors associated with their summer camp program.  The motion passed without objection.

The Committee’s report was accepted without objection.

Public Safety
Motion: Ms. Nixon moved/Mr. Alberti seconded a motion to accept the Committee’s recommendation to send a letter of support with suggestions for Councilmember Graham’s proposed amendment to the Hot Spot Loitering Zone Amendment Act of 2007 to the City Council Committee on Public Safety and the Judiciary.  The motion passed without objection.

Motion: Ms. Nixon moved/Mr. Alberti seconded a motion to accept the Committee’s recommendation to send a letter to Chief Lanier, Councilmember Wells and At-Large Councilmembers requesting that MPD continue with the bike officer program on a district-wide level at the Commander’s discretion during the warmer months.  The motion passed without objection.  The motion passed without objection.

Motion: Ms. Nixon moved/Mr. Alberti seconded a motion to accept the Committee’s recommendation to submit a letter to Chief Lanier in response to her May letter regarding denial of a police substation and additional police officers in PSA 102 and 103.  The motion passed without objection.

Motion: Ms. Nixon moved/Mr. Alberti seconded a motion to accept the Committee’s recommendation to submit letters regarding crime-related concerns to owners of the following properties: 112 15th Street NE, 101 15th Street NE (1504 A Street NE) Unit A, 1536 A Street NE, and 1518 A Street NE.  It passed without objection.   

The Committee’s report was accepted without objection.

Transportation

Motion: Mr. Fengler moved/Mr. Alberti seconded a motion to send a letter to the MPD’s Traffic Division requesting clarification on the process for requesting and installing traffic cameras.  The motion passed without objection.

The Committee’s report was accepted without objection

 6. New Business

Maury Elementary School Fence
Mr. Alberti moved/Mr. Fengler seconded a motion to send a letter to DCPS Superintendent Janey about the construction of a wrought iron fence to replace the chain link fence at Maury School.  The motion passed without object ion.

Changes to ANC Law

Mr. Holmes offered another in a series of reforms to the law governing ANCs to make them more responsive to Commissioners’ needs.

Motion: Mr. Holmes moved that the DCMR be amended as follows: In Title 11 102.2, insert “the Advisory Neighborhood Commissions” as (f); and re-number the current language “Any other department of the District or federal government” as (g). The motion passed without objection.

Motion: Mr. Holmes moved that the ANC support the removal of prohibitions on enjoining City agencies when they take action without waiting for the expiration of the ANC 30-day comment period, negating ANC’s “great weight.” 

When City agencies fail to consult as required by law and regulation, they fail to perform the duties with which they are charged, to the detriment of the community.  ANCs need a way to force or stop action.  The motion passed without objection.

Motion: Mr. Holmes moved that the ANC support an expedited appeal mechanism for decisions made by City agencies, perhaps the Office of Administrative Hearings.  The motion passed without objection.

Fence for Sherwood Recreation Center
Motion: Mr. Fengler moved/Mr. Alberti seconded a motion to write to the Department of Parks and Recreation following up on an earlier request to construct a wrought iron fence to replace the chain link fence at the Sherwood Recreation Center.  The motion passed without objection.

Public Charter School Board
Motion: Mr. Fengler moved/ Mr. Alberti seconded a motion to send a letter to the Inspector General asking for an audit of the Public Charter School notification process. Mr. Fengler said that by law, the Board is supposed to notify the relevant ANC about the location of new schools.  He is asking for an audit of their files to see whether that process had been followed in the case of AppleTree and others.  The motion passed without objection.

Nomination to Vacant Property Task Force
Motion: Mr. Fengler moved/Mr. Alberti seconded the nomination of Chris Homan to serve as an ANC 6A representative on the joint 6A/6C Vacant Properties Task Force.  The motion passed without objection.

Authorization to Testify on Noise Control Legislation
Motion: Commissioner Fengler moved that he or any officer be authorized to offer ANC 6A testimony before the City Council on the Noise Control Protection Amendment Act of 2007 (Bill 17-177) on July 9, 2007.

Capitol Place Amenity Package
Motion: Mr. Fengler moved that Drew Ronnenberg be authorized to negotiate with the Louis Dreyfus Property Group on the amenity package that will be part of the Capitol Place project, and will include 400-500 square feet of space for an office for ANC 6A; Dreyfuss participation in an H Street BID; and a contribution to Stanton Park Neighborhood Association for community projects. The motion passed without objection.

Support of CAG Tutoring Program
Motion: Ms. Nixon moved that the ANC sent a letter to DCPS supporting the efforts of Michael Jackson and the Community Action Group (CAG) tutoring program.  The motion passed without objection.

Mt. Moriah Church Sign
Motion: Ms. Nixon moved/Mr. Alberti seconded a motion to send letters to DCRA and DDOT pointing out that they have different interpretations of the sign code as it relates to Mt. Moriah Baptist Church sign.  The motion passed without objection.

Comstock Project Amenity Package

Motion: Mr. Fengler moved/Mr. Holmes seconded a motion to direct ANC 6A designees to oppose the Comstock project unless specific recommendations for community benefits are resolved, including traffic patterns, funding for remodeling the Eastern SHS basketball court, and $25,000 to be designated for grants to Eastern SHS and Eliot JHS for exterior improvements/maintenance.   

Motion: Mr. Holmes moved to amend the motion to include encouraging the developer to include family housing of three bedrooms, or two bedrooms and a den.  The amendment did not receive a second.

There was discussion about how differences among the designated negotiators would be resolved. Motion: Ms. Nixon moved that the final decisions would rest with the ANC Commissioners on the negotiating team.  It passed without objection.  Mr. Fengler said that those designated by the ANC were empowered to make decisions when the Commission doesn’t meet.  The original motion passed without objection.

Zoning Commission Roundtable
The Zoning Commission will be holding two part roundtable on the Zoning law on June 21st and July 12th to assess whether changes are needed in the law, or whether it has to be entirely rewritten.  Motion: Mr. Fengler moved that Drew Ronnenberg be authorized to represent ANC 6A at the Roundtable.  The motion was accepted without objection.

H Street Infrastructure
Mr. Fengler said he had received a letter from Anwar Saleem of H Street Main Street requesting support for upgrading utilities during the upgrading of H Street.  Motion: Mr. Fengler moved that the ANC send letters to the Public Service Commission, copied to the Peoples Counsel, Pepco, Washington Gas and WASA supporting Mr. Saleem’s request.  The motion passed without objection.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:05 pm.
T
July 11, 2007
Mr. Tersh Boasberg, Chair

District of Columbia Historic Preservation Review Board

801 North Capitol Street, NE, 3rd Floor

Washington, DC 20002

Re: HPA #07-222 (816 E. Capitol Street, NE)

At a regularly scheduled and properly noticed meeting on June 14, 2007, our Commission voted unanimously, with all Commissioners present, to: 

1. Support the replacement of the rear chimney with an elevator at 816 East Capitol St. NE, provided that the elevator is built on the footprint of the chimney. 

2. Conditionally support the enclosure of the rear patio.  We support the enclosure of the rear patio if letters of support are obtained from both adjacent neighbors and channel glass is used to minimize bird deaths.  To date we have not received the letters, and therefore at this time, we oppose the rear enclosure.  

3. Oppose the enclosure of the front portico with glass. The Commission feels strongly that the proposed enclosure of the front portico with glass would create a structure that would be out of character with the historical character of the East Capitol Street, NE.

On behalf of the Commission,

Joseph Fengler

Chair, Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A

June 18, 2007

Ms. Sharon S. Schellin 

Secretary of the Zoning Commission

Office of Zoning

One Judiciary Square

441 4th Street NW, Suite 210S

Washington, DC 20001

Re: ANC 6A Testimony Regarding Rewriting the Zoning Code

Dear Ms. Schellin,

At our regularly scheduled and properly noticed public meeting on June 14, 2007, our Commission voted 8-0-0 (with 5 Commissioners required for a quorum) to designate Dr. Terres Andrew (Drew) Ronneberg, as well as any officer of the Commission, to provide ANC 6A's testimony on our desires and concerns related to the proposal to rewrite the DC Zoning Code.  Dr. Ronneberg is authorized to act on behalf of ANC 6A and this authorization includes the power of the agent or representative to bind the Commission in this case before the Zoning Commission. 

On behalf of the Commission,

Joseph Fengler

Chair, Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A

July 11, 2007
Chief Cathy Lanier

Metropolitan Police Dept.

Government of the District of Columbia

300 Indiana Avenue NW

Washington, DC 20001

Dear Chief Cathy Lanier:

At our regularly scheduled meeting on June 14, 2007 with a quorum present, our Commission voted unanimously to respectfully respond to your letter regarding locating a station for the First District in Northeast DC and staffing for Patrol Service Areas (PSA) 102 and 103.

We appreciate your response and understand that there are limits to every budget and the explanation of the formula planned for determining officer allocation.  We again respectfully request that either the main First District station be moved to Northeast or that PSA 102 and 103 be provided a substation in Northeast. We feel that the benefits to public safety far outweigh the costs.  Most of PSA102 and 103 was originally part of the Fifth District that has a nearby station.  When this territory in Northeast was transferred to the First District, it expanded the space and residents that officers in the First District cover.

When the plans to move the First District station were created that involved moving the station to Virginia Ave, SW, it further emphasized the distance placed between our police officers and the community of Northeast DC.  We would appreciate you reconsidering the location of the First District Main Station.  At minimum, PSA 102 and 103 should be housed in the same station to facilitate a smooth and safe transition for the Benning Road / H Street corridor.  This is critical as these two PSAs share three borders, Ninth Street, Maryland Avenue, and Benning Road.

We appreciate the calculations that have completed with regards to staffing.  We want to ensure that PSA 102 and 103, along with the rest of the First District, will have enough officers to remain proactive rather than reactive.  We are concerned that 2004 and 2006 calls for service and crime numbers will not accurately predict future criminal activity in an area.  First District Commander Diane Groomes is terrific at ensuring that areas are staffed; however, it is important that our officers do not have to move to a reactive position.

When determining staffing levels, calculations need to include the projected increase in residents, visitors, and tourists to both PSA 102 and 103.  In both PSAs there are many vacant commercial and non-commercial properties that are being developed for housing, entertainment and retail uses.  Over the next few years, we anticipate that there will be a significant increase in new residents to both PSAs as well as more visitors/tourists seeking the Benning Road / H Street corridor.  Both items should increase calls for service in these PSAs and criminal activity.  

As your statistics indicate, PSA 103 had the second highest number of homicides in 2006.  Crime is most likely to increase before it decreases again.  We strongly request that any officer detailed from a PSA to a tactical unit no longer be counted as among the officers available to the PSA.  Both PSAs have significant ongoing drug activity despite the efforts of MPD.  This activity leads to violence.  It is of utmost importance that PSAs 102 and 103 have ample staff to handle the increased demands of the neighborhoods and the Benning Rd/H Street Corridor.

In close, we appreciate your response and your honesty.  We appreciate the work of First District Commander Diane Groomes.  We would appreciate a commitment to maintain the officers allocated to these PSAs as well as consideration of placing either the Main First District Station in Northeast DC, and to consider the need to house PSAs 102 and 103 at the same facility.  We believe the tactical situation warrants a police station in Northeast.  If MPD concurs, then the community can work with the Council to seek additional funding to meet the tactical requirements.  

On behalf of the Commission,

Joseph Fengler

Chair, Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A

June 18, 2007

Honorable Jack Evans 

Honorable Mary Cheh

John A. Wilson Building

1350 Pennsylvania Ave, NW

Washington DC 20004

RE: Bill 17-0086, “Nuisance Properties Abatement Reform and Real Property Classification Amendment Act of 2007”

Councilmembers Evans and Cheh:

At a regularly scheduled and properly noticed meeting on June 14, 2007, our Commission voted 8-0-0 to support the “Nuisance Properties Abatement Reform and Real Property Classification Amendment Act of 2007” and request two important changes be incorporated into the final bill.

Our neighborhood has been plagued for too long by unmaintained vacant properties and the associated problems of drug use, vermin and trash that are attracted by these properties.  We share the Council’s desire for vacant properties to be rehabilitated and reoccupied and believe that increasing the tax rate for vacant properties will help achieve this end.

The current law is unnecessarily cumbersome and had resulted in many vacant properties not being classified as vacant.  Residents of ANC 6A and ANC 6C have recently catalogued over 200 vacant properties within our boundaries – of which less than 50 are on DCRA’s vacant property list and taxed at Class III rates.  Our ANC is hopeful that the changes proposed in this bill, including making DCRA the sole determiner of whether a property is vacant, will help streamline the current process and result in the high number of vacant properties being registered and charged at Class III rates.  

The residents of ANC 6A are especially interested in using the proposed law to help promote the reoccupation of the historic structures on the H Street NE corridor.  A number of property owners on H Street are using loopholes in the current law (including advertising buildings as leasable while inquiries are not returned) to keep their vacant properties at Class II tax rates.  We are hopeful that changes in the proposed bill will close these loopholes and help spur the revitalization of H Street NE.

Although we are generally in favor of the proposed changes we do have two concerns with Bill 17-0086.  First, we ask that Section § 42-3131.16(a), which requires DCRA report the list of vacant properties to OTR on a semiannual basis, be changed to a require reporting on a quarterly basis.  Under the proposed regulations, more than a year can elapse between when a vacant property is first reported to DCRA and when it is charged Class III rates by OTR.  Second, we ask that § 42-3131.06(5) be amended to require the Mayor or the Mayor’s agent notify the affected ANC within 15 days of invoking this section and provide the ANC with the rationale for exempting the property from the vacant property list. We think that this change will help bring transparency to Mayoral decisions and limit the potential abuse of this Section. 

If you have any questions about this letter, please contact the Chair of the ANC 6A Economic Development and Zoning Committee, Dr. Drew Ronneberg, at 202 431-4305 or ronneberg6a02@gmail.com.

On behalf of the Commission, 

Joseph Fengler

Chair, Advisor Neighborhood Commission 6A

June 18, 2007

Mr. Harold J. Gordon

President/CEO

Holy Comforter St Cyprin

Community Action Group

901 Pennsylvania Avenue, SE

Washington, DC 20003

Dear Mr. Gordon:

At its regularly scheduled meeting on June 14, 2007, with a quorum present, our Commission voted unanimously to support the Educational Enrichment Program.

We look forward to having this tutoring program implemented within schools in Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A and hope to see it implemented this fall with Eastern Senior High School Students as tutors.  

Thank you for considering our neighborhood as a place to pilot this program.

On behalf of the Commission,

Joseph Fengler

Chair, Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A

Cc:
Tommy Wells, Councilmember Ward 6


Lisa Raymond, Board of Education Representative for Ward 5 and 6

July 11, 2007
Chief Cathy Lanier

Metropolitan Police Department

300 Indiana Avenue NW 

Washington DC 20011

Chief Lanier:

At our regularly scheduled meeting on June 14, 2007, with a quorum present, our Commission voted unanimously to request the Metropolitan Police Department to renew utilization and involvement in bicycle patrol for officers within the First District.  

Bicycle patrols are important and effective in community policing.  Bicycle patrols allow patrol officers, in full uniform, to more effectively engage in detection and surveillance of the criminal element while still presenting an approachable and engaged appearance to the general public.  For these reasons, we are requesting that MPD train and assign officers to work in bicycle patrol, at the Commander’s discretion, in communities throughout the First District during the warmer months. 

We look forward to your response to our community’s request.

On behalf of the Commission,

Joseph Fengler

Chair, Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A

CC:
First District Commander Diane Groomes


Councilmember Tommy Wells

Councilmember Kwame R. Brown   

Councilmember Carol Schwartz

Councilmember David Catania

July 11, 2007
Councilmember Phil Mendelson

Chair, Judiciary Committee

Council of the District of Columbia

1350 Pennsylvania Ave, NW, Ste 402

Washington, DC 20004

Councilmember Mendelson: 

At our regularly scheduled meeting on June 14, 2007 with a quorum present, our Commission voted unanimously to support the proposed “Hot-spot No Loitering Zone Act Amendment of 2007” with the following suggestions. 

· Offer proposed text amendment for public opinion. 

· Define terms “hot spot” and “warm spot” in the DCMR to avoid any potential future misunderstandings in enforcing the legislation. 

· Change lines 30-34 to indicate that the “Hot Spot No Loitering Zone” may be in effect for a maximum three months, whereby it will then be reviewed by the Chief of Police and either extended or terminated.  This suggestion is based upon Baltimore’s existing anti-loitering legislation to promote a more objective review of “hot-spot zones”. 

Our Commission is dedicated to providing the tools necessary to the Metropolitan Police Department to improve the safety our city.  We thank you for time and leadership on this legislation.  

On behalf of the commission,

Joseph Fengler

Chair, Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A

CC:
Councilmember Tommy Wells, 

Councilmember Kwame R. Brown

Councilmember Carol Schwartz

Councilmember David Catania

Councilmember Mary Cheh

Chief Cathy Lanier, Metropolitan Police Department

Commander Diane Groomes, 1st District

June 15, 2007

Robert H. Braunohler, Vice President

Louis Dreyfus Property Group

2001 K Street, NW Suite 202

Washington, DC  20006-1001

Via Fax: 202 785-8369

Re: Capitol Place Project Community Benefit and Amenity Package Regarding Zoning Commission Case No. 05-37

Mr. Braunohler:

At our regularly scheduled and properly noticed public meeting on June 14, 2007, our Commission voted unanimously, with all eight Commissioners present, to direct Advisory Neighborhood Commission (ANC) 6A’s designated representatives for the Capitol Place Project meditation to request the following items regarding the pending community benefit and amenity package:

1. ANC 6C Community Office.  The Capitol Place Project will provide free of charge a 400 to 500 square foot office at 200 H Street NE for ANC 6C to conduct official Commission business for the community.

2. Business Improvement District (BID).  If a BID opportunity presents itself for H Street NE, the Capital Place Project will participate in the BID as outlined by the enabling District of Columbia legislation.

3. Community Financial Compensation.  All financial compensation to the community will be directed and provided to the Stanton Park Neighborhood Association.

We look forward to working with the Louis Dreyfus Property Group and the Office of Planning this summer to resolve all outstanding issues regarding the pending Planned Unit Development for 200 H Street NE.

On behalf of the Commission,

Joseph Fengler

Chair, Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A

Electronic-mail: fengler6a02@yahoo.com
Telephone: (202) 423-8868

Cc:
Councilmember Tommy Wells

Monte Edwards, Co-Chair, SPNA Land Use Committee

Commissioner Karen Wirt, Chair ANC 6C

July 11, 2007
Charles J. Willoughby

Inspector General

District of Columbia

717 14th Street, NW, Fifth Floor
Washington, DC 20005 

Inspector General Willoughby:

At a regularly scheduled and properly noticed meeting on June 14, 2007, our Commission voted unanimously, with all Commissioners present, to request the Office of the Inspector General to conduct a formal audit of the prior notification procedures used by Public Charter School Board (PCSB) to determine if they have complied with the statutory notification requirements of the Charter School Act.  

We have learned that the PCSB is required to provide 10-day notification whenever they are scheduled to consider a petition to grant or revise a public school charter.  To this point, our ANC did not receive any notice from PCSB regarding the Two Rivers Charter School that opened Elliot Junior High School or Options Charter School that opened at Kingsman school property.  We have grave concerns that PCSB has never notified an ANC in the entire city regarding granting or revising a public charter school.

This lack of notice is critical to our community as PCSB moves to grant or revise any pending public school charters with in our Commission.  Recently, AppleTree Institute for Education Innovation applied for permits to operate a charter school at 138 12th Street, NE.  However, the PCSB has not approved AppleTree Institute for Education Innovation to operate a charter school at this address.  In terms of process, it begs the question – “How can you build a charter school without the authority to operate one from PCSB?”

While that question is beyond your review, it underscores the importance that PCSB operate within the requirements of the law.  When you combine AppleTree Institute for Education Innovation’s attempt to construct a school without an approved charter with what appears to be PCSB’s disregard to statutory requirements to notify ANCs – we will be denied the right to participate in these decisions.  

On behalf of the Commission

Joseph Fengler

Chair, Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A

CC:
Councilmember Tommy Wells

Enclosure: Office of the Attorney General’s letter dated April 5, 2007

July 11, 2007
Captain Henry Burt and Lieutenant Kelvin Cusick

Metropolitan Police Dept.
Traffic Division

300 Indiana Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20001

Dear Captain Burt and Lieutenant Cusick,

We appreciate your office providing a description of steps to obtain a traffic camera in our neighborhoods.  However, we need to request further clarification on which District agency is responsible for each step and at what points the community should weigh in to facilitate this process.  

At its regularly scheduled meeting on June 14, 2007 with a quorum present, our Commission voted unanimously to respectfully request that Metro Police Department (MPD) Traffic Division provide our Commission with a step-by-step (from request-to-implementation) procedural guide for the fix speed-camera program.  

This procedural guide should include all steps necessary to evaluate a site for the speed-camera program.  The information should include, but not be limited to, the following: step-by-step procedural outline from site request to camera implementation; responsibilities of each DC government department/agency and personnel contact for each step; citizens’ responsibilities for each step, an estimated time-line for completion of each step; MPD’s site assessment traffic data; and MPD site evaluation protocol to assess site appropriateness for the fixed camera program. 

We request MPD provide this information to our Commission within thirty day from receipt of this letter.

Thank you for all your assistance and we look forward to your prompt reply.

On behalf of the Commission,

Joseph Fengler

Chair, Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A

CC:
Councilmember Tommy Wells


Chief Cathy Lanier, MPD


Commander Diane Groomes, First District


Christopher Delfs, District Department of Transportation

July 11, 2007
Ms. Michelle Rhee, Acting Chancellor

District of Columbia Public Schools

825 North Capitol Street, NE

Washington, D.C.  20002

Ms. Lisa Raymond, Representative for Ward 5 and 6

State Board of Education

441 4th Street, NW, Suite 350 North
Washington, D.C.  20001

Ms. Rhee and Ms. Raymond:

We have not yet received a reply to our letter dated January 4, 2007, in which we directed the District of Columbia Public School administration’s attention to the lack of response to our letter dated May 15, 2005.  Copies of these letters and the accompanying photographs are enclosed for your reference.

We continue to be concerned about the status of the chain link fencing around Maury Elementary School.  As previously noted, the fence is not continuous on the 12th Place NE side.  This allows unauthorized access to the playground.  As the weather is improving there are increased complaints about the packs of young adults who are congregating at the site and threatening neighbors, from late afternoon into the evening hours.

While we continue to believe that the best solution is a complete, secure, iron fencing around all sides of the playground, we are willing to discuss alternate proposals for eliminating the unacceptable after-hours activities that take place on the playground.

On behalf of the Commission,

Joseph Fengler

Chair, Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A

Cc:
Councilmember Tommy Wells 

Councilmember Kwame R. Brown

Councilmember Carol Schwartz

Councilmember David Catania

Victor Reinoso, Acting Deputy Mayor for Education of the Department of Education

Commander Groomes, First District

Enclosures:

ANC 6A Letter dated January 4, 2007

ANC 6A Letter dated May 15, 2005

ANC 6A Letter dated December 6, 2006

July 11, 2007
Wanda S. Durden
Interim Director, Department of Parks and Recreation 

Government of the District of Columbia

3149 16th Street, NW

Washington, DC 20010

Ms. Durden,

At our regularly scheduled public meeting on June 14, 2007, with a quorum present, our Commission voted unanimously to renew our request made at our Commission’s meeting on Wednesday, September 20, 2006, where we voted unanimously for the Department of Parks and Recreation (DPR) to install a new fence at Sherwood Recreation Center.

Fences should address specific concerns for the public safety of the residents as well as the visitors who use the facility for recreational purposes.  In order to continue improving the safety at the Sherwood Recreation Center, we renew the request for a fence to be installed with the following characteristics:

1. 
Constructed of wrought iron.

2. 
Height shall be the maximum 7 feet allowed by zoning code.

3. 
Decorative caps shall be placed on the tops of the fence posts to help appearance.

4. 
Apply for a public space permit to allow the large “hideout” tree to be fenced in.

We look forward your response, so we can continue to work together to make Sherwood Recreation Center safe for our community.  

On behalf of the Commission,

Joseph Fengler

Chair, Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A

Cc:
Councilmember Tommy Wells


Commander Groomes, First District


Sherwood Recreation Advisory Council


Mr. Marcus Ellis, Department of Parks and Recreation

Enclosure:
ANC 6A’s October 20, 2006 Letter

July 11, 2007
Ms. Denise Wiktor

District of Columbia Department of Transportation 

914 N. Capitol Street NE 

Washington DC 20002

Re: Matter of Right Compliance of Mount Moriah Baptist Church Sign/Church Bulletin

Ms. Wiktor:
In our letter of March 23, 2007, we expressed our support for the placement of a sign on public space adjacent to the property of Mount Moriah Baptist Church.  We would like to clarify that the support expressed in that letter relates solely to the placement of a matter of right sign on public space.  It should not be interpreted to indicate support for the granting of relief for a structure that would not comply with matter of right criteria of signs or church bulletins as specified in DCMR Title 12.

The proposal presented to us by Mount Moriah describes a sign/church bulletin consisting of two panels each approximately 19 sq. ft., in an L shape configuration.  Each panel would display non-stationary text in red LED lighting, the content of which would change with each cycle of the adjacent traffic signal light.  We believe Mount Moriah’s proposal fails to meet the matter of right requirements as specified in DCMR Title 12, Chapter 31A, Signs.  To evaluate the matter of right compliance, it is necessary to first considered whether or not it would be defined as a sign or as a church bulletin per DCMR Title 12, Chapter 31.   We find that the proposed sign/church bulletin fails to meet the matter or right criteria for both signs and church bulletins.

In a presentation to our community, Mount Moriah’s pastor stated that the bulletin will display messages that would be inspirational in nature or would advertise church and community functions.  Given the proposed message content, and the fact that the text will change a frequent intervals, it fails to comply with the matter of right criteria provided in DCMR Title 12, Chapter 31, Section 3107.4.1.5 Sign Copy, which states that copy on signs shall be limited to the address or name of the establishment, or both and the type of business conducted. 

The proposed sign/church bulletin also fails to comply with the matter of right criteria of a church bulletin as provided in DCMR Title 12, Chapter 31 Section 3107.9.5.  That section of the code limits the total area of church bulletins to 20 sq. ft. per church.  With a total area of 38 sq. ft., the proposed structure would be almost twice the allowed limit.  

Please consider these factors in your review of plans for the sign/church bulletin when they are presented to you.  Our observations are based on the current information presented by Mount Moriah, which may change as Mount Moriah proceeds through the permitting process.  We will continue to work with Mount Moriah to review and comment on plans as they become available. 

On behalf of the Commission

Joseph Fengler, Chair

Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A

Cc:
Mr. Jose Colon, DDOT
Mr. Dennis Anibaba


Mr. Matthew Marcou
Pastor Lucius M. Dalton, Mt. Moriah Baptist Church


Mr, Juan Amaya
Councilmember Tommy Wells


Mr. Matt LeGrant, DCRA

June 18, 2007

Ms. Sharon S. Schellin 

Secretary of the Zoning Commission

441 4th Street NW, Suite 210S

Washington, DC 20001

Re: ZC Case #06-34 (1705-1729 East Capitol St NE, Comstock)

Dear Zoning Commissioners,

At a regularly scheduled and properly noticed public meeting on June 14, 2007, our Commission voted 8-0, with 5 Commissioners required for a quorum, to provide two commissioners, Stephanie Nixon and David Holmes the ability to negotiate the Commission’s position.  Accordingly, ANC 6A has a pending negotiated agreement with the applicant based on the following:

1.
A Construction Traffic Management Plan containing traffic routes as discussed to avoid C Street, NE and 17th Street, NE.  Routes to be utilized include Southeast Freeway (395), Anacostia Freeway (295), East Capitol Street, Benning Road, Oklahoma Ave, 22nd Street NE, Pennsylvania Ave, Potomac Ave, 19th Street SE, and possibly Barney Circle and/or RFK Stadium access points with all routes to be approved by DDOT.

2.
Comstock shall designate a representative to be the key contact for interaction with members of the community regarding construction. The representative will have a local office, fax and voice mail and be accessible during all business hours.

3.
Comstock shall make reasonable attempts to provide community representatives with schedules and information regarding large deliveries to facilitate the enforcement of the Traffic Management Plan

4.
Comstock shall make reasonable attempts to implement a job-site ID system whereby construction vehicles that are parked on or in front of the site or that must idle for extended periods on or in front of the site be given an identifying sign or placard to be placed in the windshield of the vehicle during the time that it is on or in front of the project site. Such ID system would facilitate community identification of vehicles that are associated with the project and enable community members to identify and describe to authorities, vehicles that are on or around the site that are not properly identified and may cause a potential hazard.

5.
Comstock shall contribute $25,000 to an organization for their use in the repair, maintenance of athletic fields at Eastern Senior High School and Eliot Junior High School.

6.
Comstock shall incorporate a plinth element in the design of the building’s balconies.

On behalf of the Commission,

Joseph Fengler

Chair, Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A

cc:

Esther Bushman, Esq., General Counsel, Office of Zoning



Maxine Brown-Roberts, Office of Planning

Commissioner Julie Olson, Chair, ANC 6B


Commissioner Francis Campbell, ANC 6B Planning and Zoning Chair


Commissioner Antonette Russell, ANC 6B09


Commissioner Francis Campbell, ANC6B10


Gary Peterson, Capitol Hill Restoration Society, Zoning Chair


Holland & Knight, LLP


Pastor Lucius Dalton, Mt Moriah Baptist Church

July 11, 2007
Mrs. Deborah Davis

1518 A St, NE

Washington, DC 20002

Deborah,

We would like to work with you and residents of your property at 1518 A St NE to increase the safety of the neighborhood.

Concerns have been expressed about public safety at and around 1518 A St NE by community members as well as police.  Concerns include drug activity, noise, loitering, litter, and illegal dumping, among other issues, at and around the property by individuals who do not appear to reside at the property.  In fact, there are questions about whether or not the property is occupied.

There are several ways you can work with the community to enhance public safety including, working with the Metropolitan Police Department (Patrol Service Area 103), your Advisory Neighborhood Commissioner for Single Member District 6A04 Nicholas Alberti, and establishing a point of contact with your immediate neighbors.  To facilitate communication, we have included contact information for your Patrol Service Area 103 and Advisory Neighborhood Commissioner:

· Patrol Service Area 103, Lieutenant Mark Saunders (Mark.Saunders@dc.gov) 698-0068, Volunteer Co-Community Coordinator Brenda Artis (bfartis14@yahoo.com) and Stephanie Nixon (smnixon6a@prodigy.net) 

· Advisory Neighborhood Commissioner 6A04 Nicholas Alberti, 202 543-3512 (alberti6a04@yahoo.com)

· Ward 6 Neighborhood Services Coordinator Hiram Brewton, 202-727-7975 (Hiram.Brewton@dc.gov) 

On behalf of the Commission,

Joseph Fengler

Chair, Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A

enc: ANC6A flier, PSA boundaries handout

Cc:
Hiram Brewton, NSC Ward 6


MPD First District Commander Diane Groomes


Acting Lt (Sgt) Mark Saunders


Kenneth Behle, US Attorney’s Office

July 11, 2007
Mrs. Susanna Casu

101 15th St, NE

Washington, DC 20002

Susanna,

We would like to work with you and residents of your property at 101 15th St NE (also 1504 A St NE and specifically Unit A) to increase the safety of the neighborhood.

Concerns have been expressed about public safety at and around 101 15th St NE (Unit A) by community members as well as police.  Concerns include drug activity and noise, among other issues, at and around the property by individuals who appear to reside at the property.  At least one drug-related arrest from this Unit supports these concerns and occurred within the past three months.

There are several ways you can work with the community to enhance public safety including, working with the Metropolitan Police Department (Patrol Service Area 103), your Advisory Neighborhood Commissioner for Single Member District 6A04 Nicholas Alberti, and establishing a point of contact with your immediate neighbors.  To facilitate communication, we have included contact information for your Patrol Service Area 103 and Advisory Neighborhood Commissioner:

· Patrol Service Area 103, Lieutenant Mark Saunders (Mark.Saunders@dc.gov) 698-0068, Volunteer Co-Community Coordinator Brenda Artis (bfartis14@yahoo.com) and Stephanie Nixon (smnixon6a@prodigy.net) 

· Advisory Neighborhood Commissioner 6A04 Nicholas Alberti, 202 543-3512 (alberti6a04@yahoo.com)

· Ward 6 Neighborhood Services Coordinator Hiram Brewton, 202-727-7975 (Hiram.Brewton@dc.gov) 

On behalf of the Commission,

Joseph Fengler

Chair, Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A

enc: ANC6A flier, PSA boundaries handout

Cc:
Hiram Brewton, NSC Ward 6


MPD First District Commander Diane Groomes


Acting Lt (Sgt) Mark Saunders


Kenneth Behle, US Attorney’s Office

July 11, 2007
Mrs. Thelma Best

3906 17th Place, NE

Washington, DC 20018

Thelma,

We would like to work with you and residents of your property at 112 15th St NE to increase the safety of the neighborhood.

Concerns have been expressed about public safety at and around 112 15th St NE by community members as well as police.  Concerns include drug activity and noise, among other issues, at and around the property by individuals who appear to reside at the property.

There are several ways you can work with the community to enhance public safety including, working with the Metropolitan Police Department (Patrol Service Area 103), your Advisory Neighborhood Commissioner for Single Member District 6A04 Nicholas Alberti, and establishing a point of contact with your immediate neighbors.  To facilitate communication, we have included contact information for your Patrol Service Area 103 and Advisory Neighborhood Commissioner:

· Patrol Service Area 103, Lieutenant Mark Saunders (Mark.Saunders@dc.gov) 698-0068, Volunteer Co-Community Coordinator Brenda Artis (bfartis14@yahoo.com) and Stephanie Nixon (smnixon6a@prodigy.net) 

· Advisory Neighborhood Commissioner 6A04 Nicholas Alberti, 202 543-3512 (alberti6a04@yahoo.com)

· Ward 6 Neighborhood Services Coordinator Hiram Brewton, 202-727-7975 (Hiram.Brewton@dc.gov) 

On behalf of the Commission,

Joseph Fengler

Chair, Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A

enc: ANC6A flier, PSA boundaries handout

Cc:
Hiram Brewton, NSC Ward 6


MPD First District Commander Diane Groomes


Acting Lt (Sgt) Mark Saunders


Kenneth Behle, US Attorney’s Office

July 11, 2007
Mr. A. D. Ashton

1536 A Street, NE

Washington, DC 20002

Dear Mr. Ashton,

We would like to work with you and residents of your property at 1536 A St NE to increase the safety of the neighborhood.

Concerns have been expressed about public safety at and around 1536 A St NE by community members as well as police.  Concerns include drug activity and noise, among other issues, at and around the property by individuals who appear to reside at the property.  

There are several ways you can work with the community to enhance public safety including, working with the Metropolitan Police Department (Patrol Service Area 103), your Advisory Neighborhood Commissioner for Single Member District 6A04 Nicholas Alberti, and establishing a point of contact with your immediate neighbors.  To facilitate communication, we have included contact information for your Patrol Service Area 103 and Advisory Neighborhood Commissioner:

· Patrol Service Area 103, Lieutenant Mark Saunders (Mark.Saunders@dc.gov) 202-698-0068, Volunteer Co-Community Coordinator Brenda Artis (bfartis14@yahoo.com) and Stephanie Nixon (smnixon6a@prodigy.net) 

· Advisory Neighborhood Commissioner 6A04 Nicholas Alberti, 202-543-3512 (alberti6a04@yahoo.com)

· Ward 6 Neighborhood Services Coordinator Hiram Brewton, 202-727-7975 (Hiram.Brewton@dc.gov) 

On behalf of the Commission,

Joseph Fengler

Chair, Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A

enc: ANC6A flier, PSA boundaries handout

Cc:
Hiram Brewton, NSC Ward 6


MPD First District Commander Diane Groomes


Acting Lt (Sgt) Mark Saunders


Kenneth Behle, US Attorney’s Office

June 15, 2007

Ms. Sharon Schellin

Secretary of the Zoning Commission

c/o Office of Zoning

One Judiciary Square

441 4th St NW, Suite 210S

Washington, DC 20001

Re: ZC Case #06-34 (Comstock – PUD @ 1705-1729 East Capitol St. SE)

Dear Ms. Schellin,

At our regularly scheduled and properly noticed meeting on June 14, 2007, our Commission voted unanimously to vest ANC 6A’s designated representatives in ZC Case #06-34 with the authority to act on behalf of ANC 6A to support Comstock’s application.

In our May 22, 2007 letter to the Zoning Commission, ANC 6A unanimously voted to oppose the Comstock application for ZC Case #06-34.  Since that time, Comstock has made a number of changes to the design and community amenities in order to address ANC 6A’s concerns.  We continue to work towards agreement on the remaining open issues so that we will be able support the application.

Please be advised that Commissioners Stephanie Nixon and David Holmes are authorized as the specific agents to bind ANC 6A in this case before the Zoning Commission.

On behalf of the Commission,

Joseph Fengler

Chair, Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A

Cc:
Ester Bushman, Esq., General Counsel, Office of Zoning


Maxine Brown-Roberts, Office of Planning


Julie Olson, Chair, ANC 6B


Francis Campbell, ANC 6B Planning and Zoning Chair


Antonette Russell, ANC 6B09


Gary Peterson, Capitol Hill Restoration Society, Zoning Chair


Mark Beckett, Comstock Homes


Pastor Lucius Dalton, Mt. Moriah Baptist Church
July 11, 2007
Ms. Agnes Yates, Chairperson

Public Service Commission of the District of Columbia
1333 H Street, NW
Suite 200, West Tower 
Washington, DC 20005

Ms. Yates:

At our regularly scheduled meeting on June 14, 2007 with a quorum present, our Commission voted unanimously to request the District of Columbia Public Space Commission requires utility companies to coordinate their infrastructure upgrades and repairs with the pending $30 million H Street NE Streetscape Improvement project.

The H Street NE corridor between Union Station and Benning Road / Maryland Avenue starburst interchange is scheduled for a comprehensive streetscape improvement over the next three years starting in October 2007.  The improvements will include a completely new and redesigned street, new sidewalks, new lighting and installation of streetcar tracks.  Proper coordination between utility companies will reduce the need to have the streets cut multiple times as PEPCO, Washington Gas, District of Columbia Water and Sewer Authority, Comcast and Verizon react to the expanding residential and commercial demands after the corridor has been renovated.  

The utility companies have made rate filings that will ultimately increase rates for commercial and residential use at over 50% to the customer.  The rate filings indicate that there will be funds available for investment in upgrading and replacing old distribution system and equipment throughout the city.  We would encourage your office to use the resources from the investment account to coordinate a comprehensive utility upgrade plan in conjunction with the DC Department of Transportation H Street NE Streetscape Improvement project.  
In close, we need to measure twice and cut once on the H Street NE corridor.  Synchronizing the efforts of the utility service companies into a single integrated approach will ensure the city’s investment to improve H Street NE will not be undone by a series of uncoordinated utility infrastructure improvements.
On behalf of the Commission,

Joseph Fengler

Chair, Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A

Cc:
District of Columbia Councilmembers Tommy Wells, Kwame Brown and David Catania


Ms. Betty Kane, Public Service Commission


Mr. Richard Morgan, Public Service Commission


Ms. Phylicia Fauntleroy Bowman, Executive Director, Public Service Commission


Ms. Linda Jordon, Director of Consumer Services, Public Service Commission

Mr. Robin B. Martin, Chairman, DC Water and Sewer Authority

Mr. Daniel M. Tangherlini, Principal Member, DC Water and Sewer Authority

Mr. Jerry Johnson, General Manager, DC Water and Sewer Authority

Mr. Dennis R. Wraase, Chairman of the Board, President and Chief Executive Officer, PEPCO

Mr. Emeka Moneme, Director, DC Department of Transporation

Ms. Kimberly Bassett, Verizon

Mr. Michael A. Doyle, President, Eastern Division, Comcast Cable

Ms. Sena Fitzmaurice, Senior Director, Corporate Communications & Government Affairs, Comcast
JULY ANC TREASURER’S REPORT
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June 2007

Period Covered: 06/01/07 - 06/30/07
Checking Account:
Balance Forwarded

Receipts:
District Allotments
Interest Income
Transfers from Saving Account

Total Receipts
Total Funds Available

Disbursements:
Roberta Weiner (May '07 Minutes)
Fort Dupont Ice Arena (Grant - Kid Power-DC)
Trees for Capitol Hill (Grant)
Kid Power-DC (Grant)
Wanda Bamberg-Tia (Grant - Kid Power-DC)
FedEx Kinko's

Total Disbursements

Ending Balance

Ck #1317
Ck #1318
Ck #1319
Ck #1320
Ck #1321
Ck #1322
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120.00
180.00
380.00
360.00
460.00
338.16

22,791.15

22,791.15

1,838.16

20,952.99

Savings Account:

Balance Forwarded

Receipts:
Interest (5/31/07)
Transfers from Checking Account
Total Receipts

Total Funds Available

Disbursements:
Total Disbursements

Ending Balance

@ P

1.06

416944

1.06

4,170.50

4,170.50





3rd QUARTER ANC TREASURER’S REPORT

[image: image2.jpg]ANC 6A QUARTERLY REPORT OF FINANCIAL ACTIVITY

3rd Quarter FYQ7

Quarterly Report Period Covered 04/01/07 - 06/30/07

Balance Forwarded

Receipts:

Summary of Receipts and Disbursements: Checking Account

District Allotments 2nd FYO7 Quarter Allotment
Interest Income
Other Deposits
Transfers from Saving Accounts

Total Receipts

Total Funds Available

Disbursements:

Total Disbursements
Ending Balance:

Approval by Commissi

Net Salary and Wages
Workers Compensation
Insurance:

A. Health

B. Casualty/Property
Total Federal Wages Taxes
Tax Penalties
Local Transportation
Office Rent
Telephone Services
Postage and Delivery
Utilities
Printing and Copying
Flyer Distribution
Purchase of Service
Office Supplies
Office Equipment

A. Rental

B. Purchase
Grants
Training
Petty Cash Reimbursement
Transfers to Saving Account
Bank Charges
Other

on:

Treasurer

Secretary Certification

Chairperson

Date

ANC 6A
$ 23,189.71
$ 5,794.42
$ .
$ -
$ o
$ 5,794.42
$ 28,984.13
$ -
$ o
$ o
$ -
$ o
$ -
$ o
$ -
$ o
$ o
$ 2,522.27
$ o
$ 3,244.07
$ o
$ o
$ -
$ 2,264.81
$ -
$ o
$ -
$ o
$ 8,031.15
$ 2095298
Secretary

| hereby certify that the above noted quarterly financial report has been approved by a majority of Commissioners
during a public meeting in which there existed a quorum.





REPORT OF THE ALCOHOL AND BEVERAGE LICENSING COMMITTEE OF ANC 6A 

Sherwood Recreation Center (corner 10th and G)

June Meeting Cancelled
Next Scheduled ABL Committee Meeting: 

Tuesday, July 17, 2007 

7-9 PM 

Venue: Sherwood Recreation Center

REPORT OF THE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND ZONING COMMITTEE OF ANC 6A 

Sherwood Recreation Center (corner 10th and G)

June 26, 2007 

Present: 
Citizen Members: Drew Ronneberg, Jeff Fletcher, Annie Swingen, Heather Scott


  
Commissioners:  David Holmes, Raphael Marshall
**Meeting was conducted without a quorum of voting members**

Drew Ronneberg chaired the meeting.

7:00 Call to Order 

Community Comments

None

Status Reports

200H (Dreyfus Development).  Drew Ronneberg reported that representatives from ANC 6A, ANC 6C, SPNA, CHRS and the residents of Square 752 held its first meeting with the mediator Lee Quill.   The groups outlined their common position on the Dreyfus' upzoning proposal, the need for a more contextual design and better community amenities.

H Street Upzoning Moratorium.  Drew Ronneberg reported the ANC 6A's request for an upzoning moratorium was rejected by the Zoning Commission at their June 11th setdown hearing.  The Commissioners were concerned that rejecting applications for upzonings at the Office of Planning would raise due process issues.  Dr. Ronneberg reported that the ANC could refile the application in a way that addressed these concerns.

Vacant Properties.  Heather Scott and Drew Ronneberg reported on efforts to move the vacant properties list to a Google map with photographs of each property and links to the tax records.

Historic District Expansion/Creation.  Annie Swingen reported on the 3rd and final joint meeting with ANC 6C on the historic district expansion/creation.  Ms. Swingen will be ANC 6A's point person leading the survey effort.

Comstock PUD.  Drew Ronneberg reported that agreement was reached with Comstock on design issues, a traffic management plan and community amenities.  Stephanie Nixon represented ANC 6A at the Zoning Commission hearing.

Old Business

None

BZA 17620 (1383-85 H St NE)

Mr. Leon Robbins, the owner of 1383-85 presented plans to develop a 3 story mixed-use commercial/residential property on the site.  The committee expressed its appreciation that the building's design complied with the design requirements and standards of the H Street NE Zoning Overlay and thought that the building would be a welcome addition to the H Street Corridor.

The site is unusual because it lacks alley access due to a building directly behind the property.  As a result Mr. Robbins is seeking a variance from the on-site parking requirements.  The committee agreed that this was a reasonable request and agreed to support the variance for on-site parking.

There was also discussion concerning the building's lot occupancy.  Since the lot is completely enclosed on both sides and rear by other buildings, allowing it to have 100% lot occupancy would not impact the light and air of the neighbors.  Mr. Robbins mentioned that Derrick Woody of the Mayor's Office was concerned that not having 100% lot occupancy would create a back yard that was like a “well” and he thought the property should have maximum lot occupancy.  The community asked Mr. Robbins where he would store his trash.  Mr. Robbins thought that this was a legitimate concern but that he could also build a ventilated trash room in the building.  The committee thought that this was an acceptable compromise and agreed to support the variance for lot occupancy and special exception to wave rear yard requirements contingent on Mr. Robbins building a ventilated trash room.

The last issue concerned the use of the building.  Mr. Robbins plans to have retail on the first floor and live on the third floor.  The H Street NE zoning overlay only permits 1.0 FAR as a matter-of-right for non-residential uses in the Arts and Entertainment District.  Mr. Robbins would like to use the second floor for commercial space and said that he has received a letter of interest from a group that would like to have a Comedy club at the site.  The committee thought that it was reasonable to support a special exception if the second floor was used for an Arts and Entertainment function.

Dr. Ronneberg said that he was looking forward to Mr. Robbins' building because it would show that high quality architecture could be built on small lots and that land consolidation would not be necessary for the revitalization of the Corridor.  He also agreed to serve as the ANC-designated representative for the case.

Recommendation: The ED&Z committee unanimously recommends that the ANC conditionally support BZA application 17620 (1383-1385 H ST NE) provided that the applicant 1) builds a structure with the facade and massing presented to the committee; 2) provides the ANC with the statement of burden of proof; 3) adheres to all the requirements in the H Street NE Zoning Overlay including the design requirements and design guidelines;4) creates a second floor use consistent with the goals of the Arts and Entertainment District and; 5) agrees to build a ventilated trash room.  The conditional support applies to the following zoning relief: 1) variance from the off-street parking requirements 2) special exemption to allow up to 100% lot occupancy 3) special exception from rear yard requirements and 4) special exception to allow 2nd floor commercial use.  Drew Ronneberg is recommended to be the designated representative.

Historic District Expansion/Creation

The committee discussed whether ANC 6A should support conducting a survey of existing properties within the boundaries of the ANC that could be used for a Historic District nomination.  The committee agreed that it was premature to discuss whether it should support a historic district, and agreed that that decision would require greater community outreach and should wait for completion of the survey.  Marta Wagner asked how resources would be allocated for the survey.  Dr. Ronneberg thought that much of the survey could be done with volunteer efforts that would minimize the cost of the survey.  He also said that he didn't want to limit the scope of the survey due to financial resources because some parts of the ANC might be neglected even if there was strong volunteer interest.  Dr. Ronneberg thought that the limiting factor should be volunteer interest in surveying their portion of the ANC.  Ms. Wagner thought that having a professional coordinator would be important in ensuring that the survey met the required standards and that it might be possible to have a hybrid system of volunteers and professional coordination.  The committee agreed that this would be a good system.

Recommendation: The ED&Z committee unanimously recommends that the ANC support the survey of existing properties anywhere in the borders of ANC 6A for the potential creation of a new historic district or expansion of an existing historic district.  Annie Swingen is recommended to be the coordinator of the survey.

Vacant Properties

Dr. Ronneberg said that when he was going through DCRA's and OTR's lists of vacant properties, he noticed a number of technical errors on the list, mainly related to incorrect square and lot numbers.  He asked the ED&Z committee to recommend to the full ANC that a letter be written to DCRA and OTR pointing out these errors so the lists could be corrected.

Recommendation: The ED&Z committee unanimously recommends that the ANC write a letter to DCRA and OTR pointing out technical errors (e.g. wrong square lot numbers) in their vacant property lists.

1016 H St NE – Building Permit for a Fast Food Restaurant

The property received building permit #105469 from DCRA to “renovate an existing building to accommodate a fast food restaurant”.  However, a fast food restaurant is only permitted in the H Street NE Zoning Overlay as a special exception.  Given the problems our ANC has had with fast food restaurants opening without obtaining a necessary special exception, Dr. Ronneberg thought that the ANC should appeal the Zoning Administrator's decision to issue a building permit.  Mr. Tchaka Sapp, the owner of Tropicana Eateries and the lessee of the building, was at the meeting and claimed that he did not request that the building permit for a fast food restaurant and that he was going to be operating a restaurant on the premises.  Mr. Sapp said that the permit was a result of DCRA's error.  He claimed that he would be operating a restaurant with the following characteristics:  

1. The restaurant will primarily be an eat-in restaurant where patrons will be provided tables and chairs.

2. Patrons will place orders and be served at their tables by wait staff.
3. Patrons will be provided with individual menus.

4. Meals will be served on non-disposable plates and silverware.

5. There will be no trash receptacles in eating areas

6. Tables will be bussed by the wait staff

7. The restaurant will have a on-premise dishwasher.

Mr. Sapp said that he would be willing to write a letter to DCRA asking that the permit be reissued as a restaurant.  The committee thought that this was acceptable because if the certificate of occupancy was issued for a fast food restaurant, it could be appealed within the 60 day window.

Recommendation: The ED&Z committee unanimously recommends that the ANC appeal the building permit for 1016 H St NE to renovate the property for a fast food restaurant unless the owner of the property writes a letter to the Zoning Administrator asking that the permit be reissued to renovate the property as a restaurant.

Bill Crew's Dismissal as Zoning Administrator

Mr. Crews, the City's zoning administrator, was put on administrative leave from his job.  Mr. Crews has a very important but relatively unknown position whose ruling on zoning matters affects ANC 6A directly.  Dr. Ronneberg said that he thought that Mr. Crews had made an honest attempt at interpreting zoning regulations and was the best zoning administrator the city has had in years.  The committee agreed to write a letter of support to DCRA and Mayor Fenty in support of Mr. Crews.

Recommendation: The ED&Z committee unanimously recommends that the ANC write a letter to the Director of DCRA, Mayor Fenty and the City Council expressing its support for the former Zoning Administrator Bill Crews.

701 10th St NE

ANC 6A voted unanimously against a curb-cut request for this property but the permit was still issued by DDOT.  The ANC is still appealing this ruling.  In the meantime, the property owner has not built the curb-cut and driveway to code and has been ordered by DDOT to replace the curb-cut and driveway with appropriate materials.  So far, the owner has failed to do so.  Dr. Ronneberg said he was worried that DCRA would issue a C of O for the property without the curb-cut being corrected and asked that the committee recommend that the full ANC send a letter to Zoning Administrator asking that the C of O not be granted until the curb-cut was replaced.

Recommendation: The ED&Z committee unanimously recommends that the ANC write a letter to the Zoning Administrator asking that the property at 701 10th St NE not receive a C of O until it complies with the order from the Public Space Administration to bring its curb-cut up to city specifications.

Trader Joe's on the 300 block of H St NE

After Harris Teeter pulled out of the Steuart Development on the 300 block of H Street, H Street Main Street and members of the community started an effort to attract Trader Joe's or Yes! Organic market to the site.  Anwar Saleem said that he thought Trader Joe's would be a better match for the site and asked that the community support writing a letter to Trader Joe's asking that they locate to the site.  The committee agreed to recommend this to the full ANC.

Recommendation: The ED&Z committee unanimously recommends that the ANC write a letter to Trader Joe's urging them to locate in the new Stuart Development on the 300 block of H ST NE.

H Street Upzoning Moratorium

After the Zoning Commission rejected ANC 6A's first request for an upzoning moratorium primarily based on the due process considerations, Dr. Ronneberg thought that the ANC could submit a narrower petition that wouldn't trigger these due process concerns.  He suggested that the ANC could submit a text amendment that would prevent PUDs from requesting a map amendment as part of the PUD application.

Recommendation:  The ED&Z committee unanimously recommends that the ANC submit a new petition to the Zoning Commission to pass a text amendment to the H Street Overlay forbidding map amendments as part of PUD applications.  Drew Ronneberg is recommended to be the designated representative.

Community Comments

None

Next Scheduled ED&Z Committee Meeting: 

Tuesday, July 24, 2007 

7-9 PM 

Venue: Capitol Hill Towers

[INSERT DATE HERE]

Mr. Matthew LeGrant

Acting Zoning Administrator

Office of the Zoning Administrator 


941 N. Capitol St. NE

Suite 2100

Washington DC 20002

Re: Building Permit #105469

Dear Acting Administrator LeGrant:

I am writing to request that your office reissue Building Permit # 105469 to state that the permit is “TO RENOVATE EXISTING BUILDING TO ACCOMMODATE A RESTAURANT.”.  The building permit currently states that these modifications are being conducted at 1016 H St NE to “ACCOMMODATE A FAST FOOD RESTAURANT.”  

I am the owner of Tropicana Eateries Inc. and am leasing the property at 1016 H St NE.  I intend to operate the establishment as a restaurant rather than as a fast-food restaurant.  I would like the building permit reissued because 1) I do not intend to seek zoning relief for a special exception to operate a fast-food restaurant at this address, which is in a C-2-A zone and subject to the provisions of the H Street NE Zoning overlay, and 2) the affected ANC would likely appeal the existing  permit because  a fast food restaurant must receive a special exception to operate at this address. 

I certify that I intend to operate a restaurant with the following characteristics:

8. The restaurant will primarily be an eat-in restaurant where patrons will be provided tables and chairs.

9. Patrons will place orders and be served at their tables by wait staff .

10. Patrons will be provided with individual menus.

11. Meals will be served on non-disposable plates and silverware.

12. There will be no trash receptacles in eating areas

13. Tables will be bussed by the wait staff

14. The restaurant will have a on-premise dishwasher.

Please reissue this building permit as soon as possible and notify myself and the Chair of ANC 6A's Economic Development and Zoning Committee, Drew Ronneberg at ronneberg6a02@gmail.com


 when this change has been made. 

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Best regards,

Tchaka Sapp

[INSERT DATE HERE]

The Honorable Adrian Fenty

Mayor

John A. Wilson Building, Room 600

1350 Pennsylvania Avenue NW

Washington DC 20004

RE:  Zoning Administrator Bill Crews

Dear Mayor Fenty:

It was with great regret that ANC 6A commissioners learned that Bill Crews had been placed on administrative leave.  While we did not always agree with Mr. Crews’ decisions and interpretations of zoning regulations, he was a competent, fair, and honest Zoning Administrator--one of the best the city has had in decades.  

Mr. Crews was willing to actively engage with our community, listen to our concerns, and gather all pertinent facts prior to making a decision.  The interests of our ANC always received a fair hearing.  Differing from most other government administrators, Mr. Crews always was willing to return to the community and explain the reasons for his decisions.  Our community has particularly appreciated the attention Mr. Crews paid to the revitalization of H Street, N.E. and the development of the zoning overlay that guides that development. 

Mr. Crews also brought transparency and integrity to the Zoning Administrator’s office, bringing the operations and policies of the office into public view, eliminating questionable ethical practices, and reviving citizen confidence in in the impartiality of permitting procedures.  Thanks to his leadership, the office is now no longer perceived as simply a tool of special interests and developers with deep pockets and political connections.  Mr. Crews dealt in an even-handed way with everyone.  

The city is losing one of its most talented and dedicated administrators.  We hope that whoever you select for Zoning Administrator exhibits the same degree of openness, impartiality, integrity, and respect for the community as Bill Crews did during his tenure.

On behalf of the Commission,

Joseph Fengler

Chair, Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A

cc: 
Members of the city council


Linda Argo

REPORT OF THE COMMUNITY OUTREACH COMMITTEE OF ANC 6A 

Church of Lord Jesus Christ of Apostolic Faith -annex, (1235 C St. NE)

June 18, 2007
The Committee convened at 7:30 PM

**Meeting was conducted without a quorum of voting members**

Committee Members: Elizabeth Nelson – Chair, Louis Barbash, Rose Williams, Kenneth Wicks 

Committee Members absent: Barbara Anderson, Maurice Cook
Community Members: Suzanne Wells, Capitol Hill Community Foundation Schools Libraries Project, Sylvie Lee



I. 
Feedback from June ANC meeting:

1. Funding approved for grant application submitted by KidPower DC

2. Resignations of Jesse Rauch and Rich Carlson approved.

II. 
ABL Proposal

At the request of Commissioner Mary Beatty, Chair of the Alcoholic Beverage License Committee, the request of that committee -to have the CoC take up recognition of merchants entering into voluntary agreements – was withdrawn. 

III. 
Grant applications from Capitol Hill Community Foundation, Schools Libraries Project

1. Suzanne Wells presented two grant applications one in support of the project at Maury ES and the other in support of the project at Ludlow Taylor ES.  Both school are located in ANC 6A, are in-boundaries for ANC 6A and draw substantial enrollment from ANC 6A.

2. The Capitol Hill Community Foundation (CHCF) is a reputable organization with a long history of service to the community.  The School Libraries Project involves the total renovation of eight (three last year and five this year) elementary school libraries on Capitol Hill.  This $2.48 million dollar effort includes gutting the existing library spaces, rebuilding them with updated electrical, lighting, shelving and finishes as well as new books and technology.  The architects on this project are working pro-bono, as are the project managers, graphic designers, and fundraising staff.  The project is funded mostly through grants, extensive fundraising efforts and private donations.  However, some funds are provided by the Federal Government and by DCPS.

3. Despite the extensive fundraising efforts, the project is still thousands of dollars short at both Maury and Ludlow Taylor.  Funds are requested to make up a portion of the shortfall and pay for some of the equipment/technology needed to operate the libraries.  $1,000 is requested for each project - $2,000 total.

4. The committee was unanimous in its opinion that there is substantial benefit to 6A – it is difficult to imagine anything more worthwhile than well-equipped libraries for our youth.

5. The committee is also satisfied that this does not duplicate any City service.  The project was originally conceived by the consortium of Capitol Hill PTAs, and developed by the CHCF, precisely because DCPS was unable to provide adequate library facilities.  The development and management of the project are the purview of the CHCF with minimal input from DCPS.  Most funding and manpower come from outside DCPS.  If approved, funds would be provided directly to CHCF and not directly or indirectly to any government agency.

6. The CoC is unanimous in its recommendation that the Commissioners approve funding for both grants.

Committee recommendation (unanimous):  that ANC 6A approve both grant applications received from Capitol Hill Community Foundation, Schools Libraries Project for library equipment/technology at both Maury ES and Ludlow Taylor ES in the amount of $1,000 each or $2,000 total.

IV.
Membership

Sylvie Lee, who resides in SMD 6A08 has volunteered to serve on the CoC.  We request that the commissioners approve her nomination.

V.
Summer Meeting Schedule

After some discussion (and consideration of recommendations provide by email from absent committee members) it was agreed that the CoC will meet on the third Monday of July but will not meet in August.

The meeting adjourned 8:30 pm.

Next meeting is July 16, 2007.

Respectfully submitted,

Elizabeth Nelson

Next Scheduled COC Committee Meeting: 

Tuesday, July 16, 2007 

7-9 PM 

Venue: Church of Lord Jesus Christ of Apostolic Faith (annex), 1235 C St. NE
1. Date of Application





2. Date of Project or Activity



5/23/07






6/15/07 – 9/15/07

3. Applicant Organization Name and Address

The Capitol Hill Community Foundation’s School Libraries Project

4. Contact Name 





5. Title
Todd Cymrot





Co-Chair

6. Address (if different from above)

419 East Capitol Street, SE
Washington DC 20003

7. Telephone






8. Fax
     (202 )997
 -3296




 
 (202)
544 -1925

9. E-mail Address

Todd.Cymrot@verizon.net

10. Brief Description of Proposed Project/Activity

Supplementary library material for Ludlow Taylor’s new library

11. Projected Total Cost  




12. Amount Requested


$6,900





     

$1,0000

13. Other Sources of Funding (be specific, provide names)

We continue to fundraise in the community through events like the Literary Feast

14. Statement of Benefit (detailed description of project or activity, who will benefit and in what way)

See Attached

· Grant applications should include this application form, proposal (maximum of 2 pages), and itemized budget showing all projected expenses.  Supporting documents such as financial statements, newspaper clippings, brochures, etc. may be included.

· E-mail applications as attachments to Elizabeth_knits@yahoo.com with “ANC6A grant application” in the subject line; e-mails without a subject line will not be opened.  Those without access to a computer may deliver instead to:  ANC6A Community Outreach Committee, 1330 North Carolina Ave. NE 20002

· Grant requests must be reviewed by the Community Outreach Committee (COC) before submission to the ANC for consideration.  The COC meets the third Monday of each month.  The ANC meets the second Thursday.  Funding will not be provided until and unless the ANC votes to approve it.  Therefore, applications must reach the COC 3 – 4 weeks before the ANC meeting at which funding approval is sought, usually 6 – 8 weeks prior to the project or activity date.

· Potential grant applicants are encouraged to contact Elizabeth Nelson at (202) 543-3512 or the above e-mail address to obtain advice on the application process prior to submitting an application.  

The Capitol Hill Community Foundation’s School Libraries Project

The funds requested are to supplement the work being done as part of the School Libraries Project.  This project involves the total renovation of eight elementary school libraries on Capitol Hill.  This $2.48 million dollar effort includes gutting the existing library spaces, rebuilding them with updated electrical, lighting, shelving and finishes as well as new books and technology.  The architects on this project are working pro-bono, as are the project managers, graphic designers, and fundraising staff.  Not a single dollar goes towards paying administrative overhead.
The unfortunate reality is that the District of Columbia Public School system provides nearly no funding for libraries.  Historically, funding for librarians and library supplies are the first areas to get cut during budget shortfalls.  At Ludlow Taylor, prior to this project, there was no librarian and no real library.  While the need for a school library is patently obvious to most of us, research has supported this notion with quantifiable measures that are controlled for race, gender, and socio-economic status:

· Schools with large and up to date collections of periodicals and books have statistically significant increases in achievement at all levels. Powerful Libraries Make Powerful Learners: The Illinois Study; Illinois School Library Media Association; March 2005.

· A strong library program that is adequately staffed, resourced and funded can lead to higher achievement regardless of the socioeconomic or educational levels of the adults in the school community. School Libraries Work! Scholastic Research Foundation; Updated 2006 Edition.
The Capitol Hill Community Foundation is very close to reaching its initial fundraising goal of $2.48 million dollars.  Unfortunately, construction costs have risen so much in the past year that we facing the possibility of having to scale back on some of the resources that we are supplying to the new libraries.  While we have provided Ludlow Taylor with an amazing new facility, the school is scraping pennies together to get he library up and running.

Ludlow Taylor is currently one of the most struggling schools in all of ANC6A.  It suffers from significant under-enrollment, and, as a result, has an extremely limited budget.  The library is important not just to the students currently attending Ludlow-Taylor, but it serves as a beacon to neighborhood families who are looking at getting involved in their neighborhood school and investigating the possibility of sending their children to their own neighborhood school. 

This grant request is to help us provide some necessary “start up” materials for Ludlow Taylor’s new library.  The newly formed “Friends of Ludlow Taylor” group has begun to help get the new library up and running, but they will need quite a few supplies to make the library fully functional.  This group of neighbors consists mostly of families with children ages 0-3.  They represent the future of Ludlow Taylor.  This grant request, thus, not only supports the school’s new library but also a newly emerging group of volunteers who are just beginning a commitment to their neighborhood school.

These materials needed include, but are not limited to:

	
	
	

	Additional scanners for checking out books
	Follett “Dolphin” scanners
	$400

	Barcode labels and protective sticker
	
	$150

	Spine labels and protective sticker
	
	$100

	Metal Bookends
	Approx. 50@ $5/bookend
	$250

	Additional Books
	Approx. 400 books @ $15/book
	$6,000

	
	
	

	
	
	

	TOTAL COST
	
	$6,900


We hope that ANC6A will be able to participate in this ground-breaking initiative by providing $1,000 towards the purchase of supplementary books and supplies for Ludlow Taylor’s new library.

Sincerely,

Todd Cymrot

Project Co-Chair

www.schoollibrariesproject.org
1. Date of Application





2. Date of Project or Activity



5/23/07






6/15/07 – 10/15/07

3. Applicant Organization Name and Address

The Capitol Hill Community Foundation’s School Libraries Project

4. Contact Name 





5. Title
Todd Cymrot





Co-Chair

6. Address (if different from above)

419 East Capitol Street, SE
Washington DC 20003

7. Telephone






8. Fax
     (202 )997
 -3296




 
 (202)
544 -1925

9. E-mail Address

Todd.Cymrot@verizon.net

10. Brief Description of Proposed Project/Activity

Technology upgrade for the library at Maury Elementary 

11. Projected Total Cost  




12. Amount Requested


$10,347.15





     

$1,0000

13. Other Sources of Funding (be specific, provide names)

We have submitted grants requests to the Verizon and Meade Foundations, we continue

To fundraise in the community through events like the Literary Feast

14. Statement of Benefit (detailed description of project or activity, who will benefit and in what way)

See Attached

· Grant applications should include this application form, proposal (maximum of 2 pages), and itemized budget showing all projected expenses.  Supporting documents such as financial statements, newspaper clippings, brochures, etc. may be included.

· E-mail applications as attachments to Elizabeth_knits@yahoo.com with “ANC6A grant application” in the subject line; e-mails without a subject line will not be opened.  Those without access to a computer may deliver instead to:  ANC6A Community Outreach Committee, 1330 North Carolina Ave. NE 20002

· Grant requests must be reviewed by the Community Outreach Committee (COC) before submission to the ANC for consideration.  The COC meets the third Monday of each month.  The ANC meets the second Thursday.  Funding will not be provided until and unless the ANC votes to approve it.  Therefore, applications must reach the COC 3 – 4 weeks before the ANC meeting at which funding approval is sought, usually 6 – 8 weeks prior to the project or activity date.

· Potential grant applicants are encouraged to contact Elizabeth Nelson at (202) 543-3512 or the above e-mail address to obtain advice on the application process prior to submitting an application.  

The Capitol Hill Community Foundation’s School Libraries Project

The funds requested are to supplement the work being done as part of the School Libraries Project.  This project involves the total renovation of eight elementary school libraries on Capitol Hill.  This $2.48 million dollar effort includes gutting the existing library spaces, rebuilding them with updated electrical, lighting, shelving and finishes as well as new books and technology.  The architects on this project are working pro-bono, as are the project managers, graphic designers, and fundraising staff.  Not a single dollar goes towards paying administrative overhead.

The unfortunate reality is that the District of Columbia Public School system provides nearly no funding for libraries.  Historically, funding for librarians and library supplies are the first areas to get cut during budget shortfalls.  At Maury Elementary, one of ANC6A’s “hidden gems” (to use the school’s own moniker), they have been functioning with only a part-time “librarian”, a woman whose training is really as a social worker.  Even worse, the tiny library consisted primarily of books that were in excess of 30-years old. While the need for a functioning school library is patently obvious to most of us, research has supported this notion with quantifiable measures that are controlled for race, gender, and socio-economic status:

· Schools with large and up to date collections of periodicals and books have statistically significant increases in achievement at all levels. Powerful Libraries Make Powerful Learners: The Illinois Study; Illinois School Library Media Association; March 2005.

· A strong library program that is adequately staffed, resourced and funded can lead to higher achievement regardless of the socioeconomic or educational levels of the adults in the school community. School Libraries Work! Scholastic Research Foundation; Updated 2006 Edition.
The Capitol Hill Community Foundation is very close to reaching its initial fundraising goal of $2.48 million dollars.  Unfortunately, construction costs have risen so much in the past year that we facing the possibility of having scale back on some of the resources that we are supplying to the new libraries.

This grant request is to help us provide the technology upgrade for Maury Elementary that we had originally hoped to do.  At the moment, we are having to limit the technology purchases to the bare minimum… a computer for the librarian, and two computers for the students.  We are currently soliciting additional funds to provide Maury with the full compliment of computers and technology that the library really needs.

Our original technology design included the following items:

	
	
	

	Librarian Desktop
	Imac 17" 2GHz Intel Core 2 Duo, 2GB, 160 GB ATA, Superdrive
	$1257

	Apple Care Desktop
	
	$119

	Teacher Laptop
	Black ibook 2.16GHZ, 2 GB, 160GB
	$1557

	Apple Care Laptop
	
	$183

	Catalog Search Desktop
	Imac 17" 1.83GHz Intel Core 2 Duo, 1 GB, 160 GB ATA, 24x Combo drive
	$967

	Student Computers (5)
	Imac 17" 1.83GHz Intel Core 2 Duo, 1 GB, 160 GB ATA, 24x Combo drive
	$3,868

	Apple Care for Desktops
	
	$595

	All-in-one Printer
	HP Photosmart C6180  All-in-one
	$299.95

	B&W Laser Printer
	Brother HL-2070N Laser
	$149.95

	Projector
	Epson Powerlite S4
	$599.95

	mini DVI-VGA Chord
	
	$17.1

	mini DVI-Video adapter
	
	$17.1

	mini DVI-DVI
	
	$17.1

	
	
	

	Wireless AP
	Cisco
	$700

	
	
	

	TOTAL COST
	
	$10,347.15


We hope that ANC6A will be able to participate in this ground-breaking initiative by providing $1,000 towards the purchase of new technology for Maury’s library.

Sincerely,

Todd Cymrot

Project Co-Chair

www.schoollibrariesproject.org
REPORT OF THE PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE OF ANC 6A 

Sherwood Recreation Center (corner 10th and G)

June 20, 2007
**Meeting was conducted without a quorum of voting members**

Committee Members: Stephanie Nixon (Chair, Commissioner 6A08), Laura Brown, 
Annie Earley 

Committee Members absent: Joe Bellino, Daniel Wolff, Mark Laisch

Commissioners: Gladys Mack (6A07) 

Community Members: 1

Government: Master Patrol Officer Burgess (PSA 102), Officer Pradier (curfew powershift, PSA 103)
Ms. Nixon called the meeting to order at 7:18 PM

Letters to be submitted:
1. ANC6a submit a letter to FEMS and MPD regarding cooperating in dealing with illegal fireworks

2. Request that ANC6a send a letter via certified and “regular mail” to the owners of the six properties outlined in section “E” requesting that he/she clean it up and properly secure it.

3. Request that ANC6a issue a letter of commendation for Police Commander Diane Groomes to the office of Police Chief Lanier.

Action items:

1. ANC6a submit a letter to FEMS and MPD regarding cooperating in dealing with illegal fireworks

2. Follow-up with Officer Burgess regarding motorbike questions (2.a.)

3. Laura Brown report on the handling of illegal dumping violations on the weekends/after hours (DPW/MPD)

4. Request that ANC6a send a letter via certified and “regular mail” to the owners of the six properties outlined in section “E” requesting that he/she clean it up and properly secure it.

5. Request that ANC6a issue a letter of commendation for Police Commander Diane Groomes to the office of Police Chief Lanier.

6. Look into inviting Rufus King to an ANC6a meeting to discuss the handling of repeat criminal offenders in DC

7.  Laura Brown to report on potential forms for a DC Community Guide

A. Fire and Emergency Medical Service (FEMS) – Firecracker/Fireworks and Hydrants

1. FEMS was present at the most recent PSA 103 meeting discussing this issue. Fire Marshall Gary Palmer and Chief of the Fire and Emergency Medical Services Dennis L. Rubin have created a citywide plan in cooperation with MPD regarding illegal fireworks.

Chief Fire Marshall Gary Palmer

Gary.Palmer@dc.gov; http://fems.dc.gov/fems/site/default.asp 

Working on a city-wide plan with the Office of the Attorney General’s Office, MPD, and the Fire department.  A list of permitted (safe and sane) fireworks/firecrackers is available at http://fems.dc.gov/fems/cwp/view,a,1213,q,636562,femsNav,|31511|.asp.  They are working with DCRA to ensure that the sales of fireworks/firecrackers is done legally.  They also enforce the use of only legal fireworks/firecrackers. There is a 26 page list of legal fireworks.  Dates for sales can occur between approximately June 25 and July 5.  Call 727-1614/727-1600, manned from 8:45 am – 4:45 pm. 

Fireworks/firecrackers – anything with a bang to it is illegal.  

How should we report these?  Call 311/911 to report especially if unsure because there needs to be immediate verification.  A hollow bang vs. a rounded bang.  Clarify the law to 311/911: Cannot do that because they are their on agency (i.e., often on holidays people hear from call takers that fireworks and firecrackers of all kinds are legal from call takers)

People can submit information about the use of these to the Fire Marshal’s office. Smoke alarm give-away; Fire Department will install this for free in private dwellings.  In apartments, the landlord is responsible for doing this installation.  

Motion: PSA103 and ANC6a suggest that FEMS and the Fire Marshall pair with MPD to combat illegal fireworks in the District (e.g., on July 3, pair armed fire investigators with MPD officers to enforce the law)

2. Thirty to forty percent of the district’s fire hydrants are currently not in service or are in disrepair. Robert McLafferty – 2nd Battalion Chief 

2nd Battalion Fire Chief Robert McClafferty

Robert.Mcclafferty@dc.gov 202-673-3382, home in real emergency ONLY 540-373-9333

The information on hydrants given was 4000 of 9000 tested; however, there are several statistics floating and we to clarify this.  Before the present Fire Chief this was done in a more piecemeal manner.  During these tests pillow cases and barbells have been removed from hydrants.  Engine 8 10% of these were out of service, 33% are in need of service.  Engine 15 15% were completely out of service.  Now they are going back out and continuing to re-inspect them to make sure that WASA has made the repairs. Engine 10, 6% of hydrants no good, 25% were having issues – going out to re-test them.

DC has a very aggressive fire department and has water that they carry around on the truck.  Most of the time they go home with a contained fire.  Once in the roof, there is not much that can be done.  Engine 10 is the busiest company in the whole world.  Last year they answered over 160,000 calls.

New Fire Chief is giving resources that they didn’t have before.  There are now guys dedicated for testing the hydrants.  If the hydrants aren’t in working order what is the status, then what is wrong with them.  When they open the hydrant up and it isn’t working or not giving enough water.  

In the summertime, they used to cut the hydrant on for the kids.  If you open too many, then it decreases water pressure.  2nd Battalion Chief:.  They will be having block parties at the stations and they look forward to getting to know the neighbors (1520 C St SE).

B. August Committee Meeting

The committee voted to not meet in August 2007. The July meeting will remain as scheduled. The committee will continue to keep track of nuisance properties and will push to new business in September. 

C. Motorbikes

1. Many residents in ANC6a are concerned with the number of dirt bikes using the sidewalks as roads as well, serving as transportation for the neighborhood drug trade (it is reported that riders carry walkie-talkies to communicate with one another), and of course the audible revving of engines that disrupts neighbors day and night. 

2. Master Patrol Officer Burgess provided the committee with considerable insight into the laws concerning motorbikes.

a. There currently exist no helmet laws in the district for motorbikes under a certain CC (he will follow-up with the details.) However, children under 12 must wear a helmet on a motorcycle (over 50ccs). Officer Burgess to follow-up to confirm this as well.

b. Dirt bikes are illegal in Washington, DC.

c. MPD employs a “no pursuit policy” when dealing with dirt bikes. Officers must wait for the bike to stop and the rider to physically step off the bike. They then can confiscate the illegal dirt bike.

d. MPD advises residents to call 311 or 911 if they are witness to these bikes being used in the city

D. DC Agencies 24/day Access

1. The committee has noted a number of tasks being transferred from DC Agencies (e.g., DPW, DCRA) to MPD. We are concerned that due to the increased burden placed on MPD, this will lead to an inefficient use of their. The committee suggests that DC agencies are available 24 hours/day, seven days per week.

a. Weekend illegal construction duty is passed on from DCRA to MPD. Additionally, MPD deals with issues concerning illegal dumping rather than DPW. It should be noted that the MPD does have an investigative unit for illegal dumping.

i. PSC member Laura Brown will follow-up on who handles illegal dumping on the weekdays vs. weekends and off hours. Additionally, she will determine if there is a certain threshold that must be met before the MPD special unit steps in.

E. Nuisance Property letters

1. A number of nuisance properties have been brought to the attention of the committee

a. ???? Benning Road, NE (next to Capital Liquors) – is a currently a vacant lot that is being used by drug dealers and prostitutes late at night. Capital Liquors (who are renters) say there is nothing they can do about the lot other than clean it up every morning. 

b. 330 18th Street, NE – 20 to 30 men routinely loiter in front of this building. They are reported to leave two parking spaces open for SUVs to pull in and block police cameras during drug deals. The elderly woman living on the comer is moving after 40 years due to noise and security issues. 

c. 18th and D Streets, NE parking lot – For the past two and a half years this land has served as a makeshift parking lot/garbage dump. Currently, a truck that is broken down is sitting on the lot. Neighbors have requested that the ANC act to try to ameliorate this continual problem. The property is owned by Master Liquors (Briley Builders, Inc).

Motion: The committee moved that the ANC sends a letter via certified and “regular mail” to the owner of each property outlined above requesting that he/she clean it up and properly secure it. Additionally, email the text of the letters to James Burger at james.burger@dc.gov
d. 1766 Gales Street, NE – the current resident is reported to be using the bathroom outside, hoarding garbage in and outside of his house and allowing homeless people to set up camp in his yard. From the appearance of the building, it seems that it currently does not have any running water.

Commissioner Gladys Mack informed the committee that she contacted the DC Sanitation Department on June 5. She also contacted Mrs. Oliver at the DC Housing Authority on June 19 and found out that the property is subsidized housing. Mrs. Oliver informed Commissioner Mack that DoH will investigate the claim, but that they cannot enter the property. Further, the property was inspected by DoH in October 2007. 

DCRA informed Mrs. Mack that they cannot do anything to investigate the matter and suggested that she contact DoH and the DC Sanitation Department.

It was noted that the owner visits the property monthly to pick up the rent check.

Motion: The committee moved that the ANC send a letter to the Department of Health and CPEP (DC mental health services) to investigate the current state of the building and yard. A letter should also be sent to the owner outlining the committee’s concerns and planned course of action.

e. 1762 Gales Street, NE – MPD investigated the property and found people illegally residing in the property. They were arrested, but returned soon after. Neighbors are quite upset about the current situation.

f. 1500 Gales Street, NE – The house’s windows are boarded up, but neighbors state that they the boards are loose and people are illegally living in the house.

Motion: The committee moved that the ANC sends a letter via certified and “regular mail” to the owners of 1762 and 1500 Gales Street, NE regarding the presence of “squatters” in their property and the subsequent concerns voiced by neighbors.

Additionally, the committee suggests that residents take an active role in reporting nuisance properties to the city. They may call 311 and should also visit www.dc.gov to request that vacant properties be boarded up. 

F. Sherwood Recreation Center

1. Sherwood Rec Center will now be locking its gates each evening – no overnight parking is allowed in an effort to promote neighborhood safety.

2. The PSC committed to working with Evelyn Lightfoot to keep field lights on at night to enhance neighborhood security

G. Chief Lanier at ANC meeting

1. Chief Lanier has been invited to the full ANC meetings as well as the 102 and 103 PSA meetings but has not yet been able to join us. We have informed that she is traveling and thus unavailable to attend the July and September meetings. The PSC supports the ANC in sending a letter to Chief Lanier requesting her presence at a community meeting in the near future.

Commendation of Commander Diane Groomes

Motion: The committee suggests that ANC6a send a letter of commendation on behalf of Commander Diane Groomes to Chief Kathy Lanier. Commander Groomes has provided a visible police presence in our ANC and continues to exhibit her commitment to the neighborhood and district at large.

Concerns Regarding Sentencing and Maintenance of Criminals

a. Discussion of criminals (e.g., David Brine) who are consistently arrested and released without fulfilling their sentence and repeatedly violating parole requirements. 

Motion: The committee requests that the ANC6a invite Rufus King to the next meeting to discuss the District’s treatment of repeat violators and the options neighborhood residents have in terms of dealing with this challenge.

Teen Summit

In the spirit of DC’s “Summer of Safety”,  the 1D police station opens up its doors to teens each Saturday. Community volunteers work on projects, visit museums, etc . with the teens. Additional volunteers are always welcome and needed.

Guide to DC With Community Outreach

Sylvie Lee discussed current efforts to create a shared resource for community members to expedite reporting of problems and directing questions to the proper individuals/agencies. 

1. The forum for such a database was undecided – perhaps a Google group or some other moderated forum that can be updated and modified. It was suggested that PSC members and other community members evaluate PSA 102s Google group and discuss opinions at the next PSC meeting. Laura Brown will research options and report back.

Crime Location Reporting

1. Commissioner Nixon reported that the Pentacle achieved a 60% reduction in crime during a phase of special monitoring by the police.

2. Residents are concerned that a group home is being run out of 1637 E Street, NE. The owner does not hold a C of O for a community-based residential facility. This is a known drug area and community residents are concerned that this is not the best location for such an establishment.

Curfew Regulations

Officer Pradier (#1101 - 202-361-1066) discussed police procedure concerning curfew violators

1. Young adult and children 17 years and younger must abide by curfew

a. Curfew hours are: Sun-Thur 11:00 PM to 6:00AM/ Fri-Sat 12:00 AM to 6:00 AM

2. When a minor is picked up by the police, officers attempt to make contact with the minor’s parents. If no parent is available, minors are held until 6 AM the next day and taken to child protection services.

3. Police officers do not know if the parents are ever issued a fine.

The meeting adjourned at 9:00 PM

U
Next Scheduled PSC Committee Meeting: 

Tuesday, July 18, 2007 

7-9 PM 

Venue: Sherwood Recreation Center

[INSERT DATE HERE]

Kenneth Behle
United States Attorney for the District of Columbia

United States Attorney’s Office

555 4th St., N.W.

Washington, D.C.  20530
1st District Commander Diane Groomes

415 4th Street, SW

Washington, DC 20024

Hiram Brewton

Neighborhood Services Coordinator, Ward 6

[INSERT ADDRESS]

Dear AUSA Behle, Commander Groomes, and Mr. Brewton,
We would like the following placed in the record for each of the following properties as significant concerns have been expressed about public safety at and around them by community members and other government agencies.  
The properties and concerns are listed by property below.

1. Parking lot next to Capitol Liquors, 1831 Benning Rd NE – Daily clean-up of drug and sex paraphernalia in the parking lot.  It needs to be secured in the evenings.

2. 330 18th St NE – 15 or more adult males in front of property almost nightly with cars stopping regularly, blocking traffic on the street

3. 18th & D NE, parking lot – The SUV that was broken out has been removed, but the Mark III remains and has not moved.  The lot is being used to house abandoned vehicles that are leaving a negative effect on the neighborhood.

4. 1766 Gales St NE – Resident has been noted using restroom outside.  Dept of Health inspected the property in 2006, to no avail.  Homeless individuals have made a camp in the yard.

5. 1762 Gales St NE – Squatters are back on the property.  They have been arrested before and now they are back.

6. 1500 Gales St NE – The vacant building is boarded up, but the boards are loose and there are regular squatters present.
Assistance with ensuring that District agencies follow through with maintaining public health and safety relative to each property would be appreciate.

On behalf of the Commission,
Joseph Fengler
Chair, Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A
CC:
Tommy Wells, Ward 6 Councilmember
[INSERT DATE HERE]

Chief Dennis L. Rubin

Fire and Emergency Medical Services

1923 Vermont Avenue, NW, Suite 102

Washington, DC 20001
Chief Cathy Lanier

Metropolitan Police Dept.

Government of the District of Columbia

300 Indiana Avenue NW

Washington, DC 20001
Deputy Director Linda Argo

Department of Consumer and Regulatory Affairs

941 North Capitol Street, NE

Washington, DC 20002
Director Linda Singer

Office of the Attorney General

441 4th Street NW, Suite 1060 N

Washington, DC 20001
Dear Chief Rubin, Chief Lanier, Ms. Argo, and Ms. Singer, 
Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A appreciates the interagency efforts to curb illegal fireworks/firecracker sale and use during 2007.  Deputy Chief Fire Marshal Gary Palmer and his team took efforts to provide ongoing information about the effectiveness of the enforcement.  In addition, Lieutenant Craig Duck made efforts to ask which areas might be most appropriate to target for use of illegal fireworks by the armed fire investigators.  Captain Michael Conway’s shop produced a pamphlet on firework safety

We look forward to this interagency effort gaining strength over the following year based on analyses of the efficacy of the efforts put forth by each agency this year. 

On behalf of the Commission,

Joseph Fengler

Chair, Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A
CC: 
Mayor Adrian Fenty


Ward 6 Councilmember Tommy Wells
[INSERT DATE HERE]

Chief Cathy Lanier

Metropolitan Police Dept.

Government of the District of Columbia

300 Indiana Avenue NW

Washington, DC 20001

Dear Chief Lanier,

Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A appreciate the service to the community provided by 1st District Commander Diane Groomes.  On a regular basis Commander Groomes goes above and beyond the call of duty to confront public safety concerns of all levels in our community.  She responds to email from community members with speed and ease and even moderates the 1st District Yahoogroup.

Since Commander Groomes came to the 1st District there has been increased community interaction by police.  We appreciate all that Commander Groomes does on a daily basis to protect and serve and to go beyond those duties.

On behalf of the Commission,

Joseph Fengler

Chair, Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A

CC:
ROC-Central Assistant Chief Brian Jordan


Tommy Wells, Ward 6 Councilmember

REPORT OF THE TRANSPORTATION AND PUBLIC SPACE COMMITTEE OF ANC 6A 

Capitol Hill Towers (900 G St NE)

June 25, 2007

**Meeting was conducted with a quorum of voting members**

I. Chairman Mahmud called the meeting to order at 7:05 pm.

A. Committee members present:  Lance Brown, Diane Hoover, Sean Lovitt, Marlon Smoker, and Omar Mahmud (Chair)

B. Committee members absent:  DeLania Hardy, Victor McKoy, Warner Sterling

C. Also in attendance were District Department of Transportation Ward 6 Planner Christopher Delfs; ANC 6A Commissioners Stephanie Nixon, David Holmes, Rafael Marshall, and Bill Schultheiss; H Street Main Street executive director Anwar Saleem; and a member of the community, Mediha Mahmud.

II. Announcement:  Jennifer Flather will be stepping down from the committee because she is leaving soon for Kuwait.

III. New Business

a. Q&A with Christopher Delfs of DDOT

i. Conversion of Constitution Ave NE to two-way – Mr. Brown asked whether Mr. Delfs has received any feedback on the first day of the full-time two-way operation of the street.  Mr. Delfs said that he received no formal feedback but that anecdotally he heard that it was a success.

ii. School zone signage on C St NE – Commissioner Nixon noted that eastbound C St NE has no school zone signs east of 18th St.  This means that motorists turning left from 18th St onto C do not see a school zone sign.  Ms. Nixon agreed to email Mr. Delfs the specifics for followup.  (Action complete 6/27/07)

iii. Speeding on 17th St NE – Ms. Nixon expressed concern that motorists drive much too fast on 17th St between Benning Rd NE and East Capitol.  She asked what traffic calming could be implemented.  Mr. Delfs reminded the committee that the long-term solution identified in the Capitol Hill Transportation Study (CHTS) is to convert 17th St to two-way, which should significantly reduce speeds.  Mr. Delfs recently met with residents south of East Capitol, who are also concerned about the speeds.  Unfortunately, DDOT’s hands are somewhat tied in that temporary traffic calming measures (e.g., striping, signage) are minimally effective.  Mr. Mahmud asked what the ANC can do to help address this problem.  Mr. Delfs responded that the most effective thing to do is encourage DDOT to set aside FY 08 funds for two-way conversion of 17th St.  Ms. Nixon asked if petitions along 17th St would be useful. Mr. Delfs responded that CHTS public input regarding the two-way conversion was overwhelmingly positive and that official ANC input would be more effective but that petitions would confirm support for the conversion.

The committee recommends that the ANC write a letter to DDOT requesting that design funds be set aside in the FY 08 budget for two-way conversion of 17th St NE/SE.
iv. Commissioner Marshall asked what can be done about the degraded quality of streets and sidewalks in his SMD.  Mr. Delfs explained the DDOT process of prioritization for resurfacing and volunteered that the best thing an ANC can do is to be vocal.

v. Commissioner Schultheiss asked what DDOT is doing to address traffic calming requests fairly and holisticly by neighborhood, as opposed to piecemeal.  Mr. Delfs said that he requested that the director create a traffic calming department.  More may follow regarding restructuring of DDOT.

vi. Mr. Saleem commented that it should be mandatory for utility companies to install the best utilities when they tear up the street.  

vii. Mr. Saleem asked if the resurfacing of side streets off of H St (i.e., numbered streets) could be extended further than the half-block DDOT has committed to.  Further, he asked if the adjacent streets (G and I) could be done the following year since they’ll be overburdened during the H St work.  Mr. Delfs responded that he is not the lead for the H St project but reiterated that there is an organized process for prioritizing which streets to resurface.

viii. Commissioner Marshall asked what the status of H St would be by August/September 2007.  Mr. Delfs said that the job would be done in three phases, that the Starburst intersection (H, Benning, Maryland, 15th, etc.) is separate, and that he’s not sure of the timing.  Mr. Delfs said he would get back to the committee on the timing.

ix. Commissioner Holmes asked how the ANC should follow up on electric boxes mounted on public space.  Mr. Delfs believes that Director Moneme is addressing the issue at a high level through a restructuring at DDOT, but he offered that Alice Kelly or Denise Wiktor would be the parties to contact.  Mr. Mahmud and Mr. Holmes emphasized that the ANC wants notification before hardware is installed, because it is much more difficult for the ANC and more expensive for the property owner.

x. Commissioner Nixon asked if parking enforcement was being absorbed by DDOT.  Mr. Delfs did not know of any such change.

xi. Mr. Mahmud asked for a clarification about what parking permits are required in the RFK zone during events.  Mr. Delfs explained what permits are needed. Details of that information is available at ddot.dc.gov on page entitled “RFK Stadium Parking Policy.”

xii. Mr. Smoker asked whether the timing for Independence Avenue conversion to two-way was known.  Mr. Delfs said no, and that some residents along Independence Ave are concerned that two rush hours per day would be worse than one.

xiii. Commissioner Schultheiss asked whether the Safe Routes to School program was being started.  Mr. Delfs responded that the program is taking off and that soon funds will be available.  He also noted that the DC pedestrian master plan is focusing on schools.

b. Tour Buses in Residential Neighborhoods – Tour buses frequently park on residential streets in ANC 6A.  Allegedly, Capitol Police direct tour buses to park in the neighborhoods rather than direct them to approved, paid lots (such as RFK stadium, Union Station, and the old convention center).  Mr. Delfs said that DDOT is working with the Architect of the Capitol and Capitol Police to give tour bus drivers better guidance.  Also, Mr. Delfs identified laws about tour bus parking:  Tour buses may not park in residential parking (RPP) zones and may not idle for more than 3 minutes (except in cold weather).  Each carries a $500 fine.

c. Discussion Regarding Utilization of Public Space Abutting 1401 Maryland Ave. NE – Public space was recently reclaimed from the owner of 1401 Maryland Ave.  As a result of fence removal, cars are being parked in the space.  There are no signs announcing that it is not a parking lot, and DPW does not enforce illegal parking there.  Options were discussed, including a temporary parking lot and longer-term options for the space.  The committee and Mr. Saleem of H St Main Street favor a temporary parking lot (with multi parking meters) to alleviate disrupted street parking during the streetscape of H St NE.  Mr. Delfs noted that DC has no municipal parking lots, and legislation may be required even for a temporary lot.  Karina Ricks of DDOT and Councilmember Tommy Wells have been engaged.  The committee will further discuss long-term plans for the space before recommending turning the space into a parking lot.  
The committee recommends that the ANC request that DDOT (and send a copy to MPD and DPW) install signage and begin enforcing illegal parking in the public space. 
d. Smartbike Location Survey – Mr. Mahmud followed up on a survey emailed to committee members regarding placement of “Smartbikes”—basically unattended bike rentals—in ANC 6A.  The committee did not think the system was well-suited to attractions in the ANC and therefore took no action.

e. Traffic Calming Petitions for 12th Street and 13th Street – Residents submitted traffic calming requests to ANC 6A for endorsement and forwarding to DDOT.  
The committee recommends forwarding the traffic calming studies to DDOT with ANC support.
f. New Valet Parking Regulations – No mechanism exists for ANCs to be involved when businesses request to set up valet parking.  On June 15, 2007, DDOT proposed new agency regulations, which ANCs have 30 days to comment on.  

g. Decision on Cancelling August Committee Meeting  
The committee recommends cancellation of the August Transportation and Public Space Committee.
IV. Updates

A. H Street Transportation Management – Progress has been made regarding H St parking.  Gary Rappaport, owner of H Street Connection at 8th and H Streets NE, is offering his 80 spots to the Atlas theater for valet parking.  Bill Burrows, owner of the property Auto Zone (AZ) leases, is not opposed to the AZ lot being used as long as AZ management agrees.

B. SMD Captains – Mr. Mahmud revised the Single Member District captains list (attached).  The list is intended to encourage an organized collection of problems in the ANC.  Such data collection will allow the ANC to communicate problems to higher-level city government with traceability to reports made using the city’s normal reporting system.

C. Lack of Taxicab Service for H Street/Benning Road and Surrounding Neighborhoods – Members of ANC 6A have reported difficulty getting taxis to take them home as well as a dearth of taxis available to pick up from ANC 6A.  The committee discussed how to improve this situation.  Mr. Schultheiss noted that taxicabs are required by law to take fares, so if drivers refuse, the person requesting the ride should get the driver’s permit number, license plate, etc.  Mr. Saleem suggested that the best way to get taxis to patronize the H Street area is to educate them of the venues (and therefore customers) along H Street.  Mr. Saleem offered to partner with the ANC to put advertisements on the radio (which cab drivers listen to) promoting the area.  Mr. Saleem suggested that ANC members could volunteer their talent for such an ad campaign.

V. Adjourn meeting – Mr. Mahmud adjourned the meeting at 9:05 pm.

ANC 6A SMD Captains
The following is a list of conditions SMD Captains should keep a look out for.

Public Safety - Unsafe conditions such as:

Illegal dumping in public spaces (particularly alleys)

Areas in need of better lighting or light bulb replacement

Malfunctioning street lights

Abandoned vehicles

Unsecured vacant housing or construction sites

Rodent control

Dead animal removal

Leaky fire hydrants

Graffiti removal

Grass and weed mowing

Litter can service or repair

Sidewalk repair

Sanitation infrastructure repair (e.g. clogged or blocked sewage drains)

Tree maintenance (dead or downed trees, and large branches)

Transportation – Unsafe conditions such as:

Downed or missing traffic signs

Malfunctioning street lights

Potholes (major sinkholes that pose an immediate threat should be called in) or other unsafe road conditions in streets and alleys

Excessive trash on public space like in alleys, and in front of residences and businesses (the front yard area is public space even though most think it is private property)

The idea is to identify all conditions that prevent our ANC from being as safe, clean and enjoyable as possible.

In most cases, the first step is to contact the citywide service request center at 727-1000 or online at www.dc.gov.  Also, please forward a copy of your request to Omar Mahmud for inclusion in the ANC-wide tracking sheet.

Next Scheduled TPS Committee Meeting: 

Tuesday, September 24, 2007 

7-9 PM 

Venue: Sherwood Recreation Center

Proposed draft letter - 
[INSERT DATE]
Dear Chairman Burger,

On ______________, ANC6A voted to protest the license of Viggy’s Liquors, ____15th Street, due to the store’s negative impact on the peace order and quiet of the surrounding neighborhood.  During the subsequent months, our ABL Chairman, Mary Beatty has met with the owners’s representative on numerous occasions to negotiate a voluntary agreement which would ban the sale of singles at the store.  To date, the owners have been unwilling to agree to this term.

The community living near Viggy’s have been enduring severe negative impacts from the stores presence for many years.  Unsightly trash, public urination, and loitering create a offensive environment in the neighborhood.  Further, and more importantly, criminal activity, such as drug dealing and public drinking on premises is a common sight.  We will bring evidence of these problems to the August 8 protest hearing and believe that based upon existing regulation related to peace order quiet, that this store’s license should not be renewed.  

The ANC would further contend that many of the problems that are described and will be demonstrated in the hearing are directly related to the sale of singles.  Therefore, after considering the evidence we appeal to ABRA that if the license is renewed that ABRA use its authority to ban or place a moratorium on the sale of singles at this establishment.  We believe that the neighborhood should not be left to suffer with the described problems while the owners cater to those who live outside the area.

Joe Fengler  

Commissioners,

 Here are three proposals for enhancements for the ANCs.

 The first proposal is intended to answer the criticism that ANC Commissioners take advantage of their position of public trust to divert monies and equipment to themselves or to organizations they either control or in which they have a financial interest.  We have all read many stories of errant Commissioners in the past election cycles.  While there are related provisions in law, this language makes clear our financial obligations and responsibilities.  Persons found guilty of embezzlement should not serve as commissioners.  The fox should not be put in charge of the hen house.  This issue is one I have had mentioned as a reason that greater faith and more funds are not given to the ANCs by the City Council.

 The ANCs need a location for interaction with constituents, for the storage of files and office equipment, and for people to have access to public documents not already to be found on a Commission's website.  The City appears to make insufficient effort to locate appropriate offices in City-owned facilities.  The current allocation of $600/month towards the cost of a lease is laughably small.

 The City employs experts to provide itself with office equipment, with the pre-negotiated contract prices, and with service contracts for maintenance.  ANCs should be able to use these expert services.  Basic office equipment should be provided by the City.

 It may well be that some ANCs will prefer not to take advantage of this provision.  A motion must be adopted to request this assistance.

The PUD provision ensures that ANCs receive appropriate notice for major developments in and adjacent to each Commission.  There is no current requirement in law.  Currently we depend on the good will of the Office of Planning.  A requirement imposed upon the developer, rather than the Office of Planning or the Office of Zoning, ensures adequate time for ANC consideration of community impact and of proposed community benefits.  This requirement efficiently provides us with the names and contact information of the developer, and warns the ANCs of exceptions and variances the developer will be seeking.  The ANCs along the transportation corridors now beginning intense development need all the tools that can be provided – to enhance and protect their communities.

Please notify me if you see a need for changes in my proposed language.  It would be best to reach an accommodation before the Commission's July meeting.

 David

 

Commissioner Holmes Motion:

Therefore, a motion for July 12:

 

I move the Commission adopted the following provisions to be presented to the City Council.

 
1. clarify the prohibition against personal use of Commission funds, and against the acceptance of monies, services or of any thing of value by any Commissioner (or his or her family or family-owned company or partnership) from any person, company, partnership, or corporation with business before the Commission, either currently or within one year (before or after) of Commission action.  Prohibit membership on the Commissions of a person has been convicted of a crime that betrays the public trust (embezzlement, misappropriation of funds, fraud, false statements).  This prohibition is to be printed on the ANC candidate filing form provided by the Board of Election and Ethics.
 
2. at the request of an ANC, the City shall provide office space in government buildings or by leasing appropriate space.  In addition, the City shall provide office furniture and equipment for an ANC office.  At its choice, an ANC may decline to use these City-provided services.  ((The costs for the lease should be covered by the Office of Property Management (OPM), with their budget adjusted accordingly.  The OPM has the staff and knowledge to execute leased space agreements for other DC agencies — adding ANCs to the list of those agencies should not overburden the office.  It will alleviate the need for inexperienced Commissions to negotiate leases.  OPM should provide office furniture and equipment to ANCs — as they do for every other city agency.  The OPM has the procurement experts and pre-negotiated contracts to make sure that DC tax dollars are spent wisely and in accordance with the law.))

 

4. within 10 days of their first notification of the Office of Planning, developers seeking a Planned Unit Development (PUD) shall notify the ANC in which the project is to be located, and any other ANC within two hundred feet of the proposed PUD's lot, of its intention to build, and convey thereunto architectural renderings of the project; a statement of special exceptions and variances to be requested; the names, addresses, and phone numbers of the project managers and counsel; and a listing of proposed community amenities.  This provision should be placed in both the ANC law and the zoning code.
Commissioner Holmes Motion:

I move that:

 

ANC 6A request the City Administrator and the Mayor to expedite the placement of public space complaints and questions on the Mayor's Citywide Call Center website.  Other than tree maintenance, there is no way to use the Call Center for the important "quality-of-life" problems that arise in public space.

 

We suggest that categories be added for:

 

Illegal driveways – new curb cuts, excessive width

Parking in the public space

Excessive fence height

Failure of utility companies to properly close and resurface cuts made in roads, alleys, and curbs 
Illegal temporary no parking signs 
 
 
 
Proposed draft letter - 
[INSERT DATE]
 
Mr. Dan Tangherlini
City Administrator
John A. Wilson Building 

1350 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 521
Washington, DC  20004
 
Dear sir:
 
ANC 6A, at its properly noticed meeting on July 12, 2007 and with a quorum present, voted unanimously to request that you find a way to allow citizens to file complaints about the improper use of public space by using the very effective and valued Mayor's Citywide Call Center.
 
Other than tree maintenance, there is no way currently to use the Call Center for the important "quality-of-life" problems that arise in public space.

 

We suggest that categories be added for:

 

Illegal driveways – new curb cuts, excessive width

Parking in the public space

Excessive fence height

Failure of utility companies to properly close and resurface cuts made in roads, alleys, and curbs 
Illegal temporary no-parking signs
 
We would be happy to meet with representatives of DDoT, the Call Center and/or your office.

 

Joseph Fengler

Chair, ANC 6A

 

cc:   The Mayor

        Emeka Moneme, DDoT

        Janice Quintana, Office of Unified Communication

        Tommy Wells, Councilmember Ward 6
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