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7:00pm  Call to order, Approve July Meeting Minutes, Adopt Agenda  

7:05 Community Comments (2 minutes each) 

7:10 Discussion of Options Public Charter School Expansion Plans 

7:40 Officer Reports: 

Chair (2 minutes) 

Vice-Chair (2 minutes) 

Secretary (2 minutes)  

Treasurer (2 minutes) pg. 28 

7:50 Single Member District reports (2 minutes each) 

 Standing Committee Reports: 

8:05 Economic Development and Zoning pg. 47 

1. Approve committee report 

2. Recommendation: ANC send a letter of support to HPRB regarding 1134 C St. NE 

3. Recommendation: ANC send a letter of opposition to BZA in case of BZA 18413 

(257 Warren St.)  

4. Recommendation: ANC send a letter to the ZA supporting the final design of the 

Ben's Chili Bowl at 1001 H St NE 

5. Next meeting – 7pm, Sept. 19, 2012 (3rd Wednesday) 

8:10 Community Outreach pg. 30 

1. Approve committee reports of July and Aug. 

2. Recommendation: ANC send thank you notes in appreciation of support received 

from Sherwood Recreation Center, Capitol Hill Towers, Church of the Lord Jesus 

Christ of the Apostolic Faith, Miner ES (use of meeting space) and Gallaudet 

University (webhosting) 

3. Request: ANC review draft guidelines document for possible changes to policies 

and procedures for ANC grant program  

4. Next meeting – 7:30pm, Sept. 17, 2012 (3rd Monday)  
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8:15 Alcohol Beverage Licensing pg. 39 

1. Approve committee report 

2. Recommendation: ANC protest the license for The Spot on H located at 1255 H St. 

NE unless there is a signed voluntary agreement 

3. Recommendation: ANC send a letter supporting Councilmember Jim Graham's 

legislation to update the District's alcohol laws 

4. Next meeting – 7pm, Sept. 18, 2012 (3rd Tuesday) 

8:20 Transportation and Public Space Committee pg. 40 

1. Next meeting – 7pm, Sept. 17, 2012 (3rd Monday) 

8:25 Unfinished Business  

8:30 New Business  

1. Withdraw appeal of 1400 Maryland Ave. NE building permit (Ronneberg) 

2. Consider changes to the voluntary agreement for 7 Rivers Market at 250 C St. NE 

made by the Alcoholic Beverage Control Board (Healy) 

3. Re-evaluation of the PTones grant approved at the June meeting (Alberti) 

8:35 Community Comments Round II, time permitting (2 minutes each) 

8:40 Adjourn 
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Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A 
Minutes 
Miner Elementary School 
July 12, 2012 

 
 

Present: Commissioners Alberti, Healy, Holmes, Hysell, Lawler, Ronneberg 
Absent: Commissioners Mack, Veenendaal-Selck 
 
The meeting was convened at 7:07 pm 

 
 1. Minutes 

 
The minutes for June 2012 were approved by unanimous consent. 

The minutes for May 2012 were approved by unanimous consent. 

 2. Agenda 
Mr. Holmes asked to have a motion authorizing the Chair to represent the ANC before ABRA during the 
August recess, to be discussed during the Chair’s Report. Mr. Healy asked for a discussion of Class A 
stores renewal protests be added to New Business. The agenda, as amended, was approved by 
unanimous consent. 

 3. Community Presentations 

Acting Lieutenant Daniel Godin, who is in charge of PSA 104, gave a presentation on the recent spurt 
in crime in the neighborhood around H Street and the murder of a storeowner at 7th and H. 
 
He began by announcing that the PSA meets the second Tuesday of each month, his email is 
daniel.godin@dc.gov, and his cellphone number is (202) 270-6764. He said that PSA 104 currently has 
additional resources and he is using very aggressive patrolling, focusing on robberies. He said he has 
two officers who are best working together and concentrating on the area around H Street. He said 
that overall crime is down 1% over the same time last year. Most recently, they have arrested six 
females and seven males. They have also arrested three juveniles from the Trinidad community, two 
aged 9 and a 10 year old, who were out with a BB gun and attempted a robbery at 10th and Florida. 

 4. Officers Reports 

Chair 

Mr. Holmes said that because there will be no ANC meeting in August, he feels that there should be a 
resolution authorizing the Chair to act on behalf of the Commission if matters are placed on consent 
calendars at various city agencies and boards when the ANC has not acted on them. Motion: Mr. 
Holmes moved/Mr. Healy seconded a motion that during the July 12 – September 13, 2012 recess, the 
Chair is: 

 
• Authorized to object to the placement of items not considered by the ANC on the BZA, ZC, 

HPO or ABC Board consent calendars, and that 
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• The Chairs of both the Commission and the ABC Committee be authorized, separately or 
together, to evaluate and, if necessary, protest on behalf of the Commission any 
substantial change, renewal or new application filed if the full ANC would not otherwise be 
able to act before the petition date. 

 
The motion passed unanimously, 6-0. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
 
Mr. Alberti delivered the Treasurer’s Report. He reported that the opening balance in the checking 
account was $20,942.38 and the savings account balance was $4,207.17. There was an interest 
payment to the savings account of $.33. There were disbursements of $1341 to the Capitol Hill 
Garden Club for a grant for landscaping the Sherwood Rec Center (Check #163); $200 to Heather 
Schoell for the June 2012 agenda package (Check #1564); $329.77 to FedEx Office for photocopying 
(Check #1565); and $200 to Heather Schoell for the June 2012 minutes (Check #1566), leaving a 
balance of $18,871.22 in the checking account and $4,207.50 in the savings account.  

Motion: Mr. Alberti moved/Ms. Lawler seconded a motion to approve the disbursements. It passed 
without objection. 
Motion: Mr. Alberti moved/Ms. Lawler seconded a motion to accept the Treasurer’s Report. It passed 
without objection. 
 
Quarterly Report 
 
Motion: Mr. Alberti moved/Mr. Hysell seconded a motion to accept of the Quarterly Report of the 
ANC for the 3rd Quarter of FY12, April-June 2012. Mr. Alberti said the report had been sent to the 
Commissioners for comments. The motion passed unanimously, 6-0. 

 5. Single Member District Reports 

Mr. Hysell reported that he attended a meeting with Mr. Healy and the H Street merchants about 
crime. He also said there is now an appeal moving forward on 1400 Maryland Avenue, and a developer 
across the street from the property, Mr. Ballard, has also become involved and is filing an appeal. 

Mr. Healy reported that the bar and restaurant owners on H Street are concerned about the recent 
increase in crime, especially the murder of the owner of Grace Deli. He said that Officer Pitts and a 
Segway squad have been doing extra patrols. He also mentioned that H & Pizza and Casbah, an Indian 
restaurant, were opening. 

Ms. Lawler reported that the intersection of 13th and D Streets had had its signage completed. She 
also said that at 1219 D Street, there is a structure in the alley and they are pouring asphalt for 12 
parking spaces. She also reported that the satellite campus of the Options School is moving to ANC 
6A, and she is quite excited about it. 

Dr. Ronneberg reported that there were intermittent power outages in his SMD. 
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 6. Community Outreach Committee 

Playground at Sherwood Recreation Center 

Committee Chair Elizabeth Nelson reported that she had been approached several months ago by Phil 
Toomajian about the idea of building a playground for young children at the northeast corner of the 
Sherwood Rec Center, to the north of the main entrance. It is an approximately 40’x60’ area that is 
currently underused. The idea is to have a space equipped with slides, climbing equipment and other 
items that would be appropriate for children younger than eight. It could also contain equipment 
appropriate to older children as well. Current fencing of the space is nearly adequate, and only a gate 
would be needed to complete the enclosure and control access. 

Ms. Nelson said she didn’t feel she could make a motion supporting the playground because there was 
not much feedback/input from the community and what was received was divided between those in 
favor of/opposed to the proposal. She said she felt there should be more opportunity for community 
comment, and in the meantime the ANC should request DPR to construct the fence and gate. Mr. 
Holmes said he had asked the head of the DPR about funding for a project and he said he thought 
there was enough money left in the budget to create something. This is a draft of the letter they 
would like the ANC to support and send to Jesus Aguirre, Director of the DC Department of Parks and 
Recreation: 

Some neighbors surrounding the Sherwood Recreation Center would like to see a children’s 
playground established on a 40’x60’ *(approx.) plot on the northeast corner of the property, near 
the main entrance. Their vision is to have climbing equipment, including a slide and other items 
that will appeal primarily to children under the age of eight. Ideally, there could be equipment 
targeted to both very young children and different equipment better suited to children at the 
upper end of the age range. The playground should be fenced for the safety of the children. 
However, current fencing is nearly adequate; probably only a gate would need to be added to 
complete the enclosure and control access. The area is currently underused and there is a 
sufficient need for recreation opportunities for younger children. Advisory Neighborhood 
Commission 6A supports the use of the space for this purpose. 

There is also the potential for community interest in having in callisthenic equipment (exercise 
stations) on the Sherwood premises. 

A neighborhood parent of young children said that there should be a place that doesn’t provide 
programmed space, but would have free space. Ms. Nelson said there are some who would like 
“callisthenic” equipment. She said that at Lincoln Park the equipment for its playground was 
purchased by the parents who later realized (as their children matured) that there had been too 
much of a focus on equipment for very young children. realized later that money was available from 
DPR for purchase. Ms. Lawler said she doesn’t know how many tot lots there are in the neighborhood, 
but she likes the idea of callisthenic equipment.  

Mr. Toomajian, who is the Vice President of the Sherwood Neighborhood Volunteers (SNV), said that 
the ideas are not mutually exclusive, there is room for both, and there is a real need for Sherwood to 
offer something for young children. There are things for older kids, but very little for younger ones. 
This, he said, is also a good way to reduce the loiterers on the northeast corner of that block. He said 
he had talked to all his neighbors and there is great support for a tot lot. 
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One neighbor specifically asked that the fence be closed when the playground is not in use. Mr. 
Holmes said there aren’t enough tot lots, but you have to protect the facility itself and have people 
looking after the place. The money is not fungible; it’s earmarked for a specific use. 

Motion: Dr. Ronneberg moved/Mr. Hysell seconded a motion from the Community Outreach 
Committee that the ANC provide a letter of support to the Department of Parks and Recreation for 
the concept of (but not funding for) a playground for young children at the Sherwood Recreation 
Center, provided the following conditions are met: 
a. Flyers (including an outline of the proposed project, contact information of the COC chair to 

register approval/disapproval, date/time/location of the July ANC meeting at which the 
Commissioners will take a position) be posted at all the street intersections around the Center 
(and the main entrance to the Center) by noon on June 23. 

b. And that the same information be posted on both the ANC 6A and MoTH listservs 
c. And that no significant opposition be expressed prior to or at the July 12 ANC 6A meeting 

 
Ms. Nelson said that these conditions were met. Mr. Alberti addressed the proposed letter, saying he 
was confused about what the ANC is requesting. Ms. Nelson responded that the ANC would not be 
requesting anything, just providing support for a request made by others, and Mr. Alberti said the 
motion should be amended asking that DPR comes to the community and opens a dialogue on what is 
wanted. 

Naomi Mitchell said that given that Councilmember Wells chairs the Committee with oversight over 
parks and recreation, his office will be happy to help with the project. Mr. Alberti concluded that 
because the ANC is a government body, it should be aware of what it’s voted on. The vote was 6-0. 

The report of the Committee was accepted without objection. 

 7. Alcoholic Beverage Control Committee 

Rose’s Déjà Vu – 1378 H Street NE 

This is a request for support of a substantial change for Rose’s Déjà Vu, moving three doors down 
from its current location to 1378 H Street NE, with a name change from Rose’s Dream. It will have a 
small sidewalk café. Mr. Healy reported that they are willing to sign an addendum to their voluntary 
agreement. Motion: The committee moved/Mr. Healy seconded a motion that the ANC protest the 
substantial change for Rose’s Déjà Vu unless an addendum to the voluntary agreement is approved 
prior to the protest date. The motion passed 5-0-1, w1th Mr. Alberti not voting. 

Fever – 816 H Street NE 

Motion: The Committee moved/Mr. Healy seconded that the Commission protest the application of 
Fever unless a voluntary agreement is approved prior to the protest date and that the ANC support a 
stipulated license. Mr. Healy reported that no one came to the meeting to oppose the license, and 
that the owner is willing to sign a VA. The motion passed 5-0-1, with Mr. Alberti not voting. 

7 River Market – 250 11th Street NE 

The owner of this market, formerly Young’s Market, at 250 11th Street NE, wants to open a grocery 
store and sell beer and wine, but is unable to get a Class B license because of a citywide moratorium 
on those licenses. He would agree to sign a voluntary agreement that would make the store like a 
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Class B, and prohibit the sales of spirits. Mr. Healy said that most people are very excited about the 
store and anxious to see it succeed. Ms. Lawler agreed, saying the store is across the street from her 
SMD and she wants to encourage a higher quality market. Motion: The committee moved/Mr. Healy 
seconded a motion that the ANC protest the application of 7 River Market unless the voluntary 
agreement is approved prior to the protest date, and that the VA include a prohibition on the sales of 
spirits (making the license similar to a Class B) and that the establishment cannot sell alcohol in 
packages of less than six packs. 

Amendment: Mr. Holmes offered an amendment to strike “six packs” and replace it with “four 
packs.” Mr. Holmes said it would be more equable and in keeping with the single sales moratorium. 
The amendment passed by a vote of 5-0-1, with Mr. Alberti not voting. The vote on the amended 
motion was 5-0-1, with Mr. Alberti not voting. 

The report of the Committee was accepted without objection. 

 8. Transportation and Public Space Committee 
 
There was no quorum at the prior Committee meeting, but those present recommended that the ANC 
send a letter of support for the 2012 National Guard Run. First Lieutenant Dina Elosiebo, (202) 685-
8773 presented information on the race, which will be held on September 15, beginning at 8am, with 
a planned conclusion at 9am. The race will begin at the Armory, proceed down East Capitol Street, 
circle around Lincoln Park and back to the Armory. Mr. Holmes thanked Lt. Elosiebo for working 
cooperatively with the ANC to run a well-organized event. The motion passed without objection. 

 9. Economic Development and Zoning Committee 

1326 H Street NE – Atlas Vet 

This is a request for support from Atlas Veterinarians for a special exception for parking, and the 
Office of Planning has determined that a variance is needed. Dr. Ronneberg said that there had been 
a colloquy at the committee meeting about the fact that different variances are needed for different 
conditions. Mr. Hysell said he had sent a letter of support for himself for the variance, and said it is a 
great facility that deserves support. Motion: The committee moved/Dr. Ronneberg seconded a motion 
to accept the committee’s recommendation that the ANC write a letter of support for a variance for 
the parking lot. The motion passed 6-0, unanimously. 

232 11th Street NE 

This is a request for support for an application to the BZA for a special exception for an addition to an 
existing one-family dwelling, not meeting the open court requirements in the R-4 district. The 
applicant, represented by Fowler Architects, explained that the description of the lot occupancy has 
been increased because of the inclusion of the garage in the calculation, and in order to build the 
additional floor he wants to construct. The architect stated the massing is consistent with the 
adjacent neighbors. As to light and air, one neighbor’s home to the north is taller, and the other 
adjoining property is not affected. Letters of support were provided. Mr. Holmes said the 
presentation of the project is a model of how to do it, including the use of brick and wood windows in 
the rear where they are not required. Motion: The committee moved/Dr. Ronneberg seconded a 
motion that the ANC accept the Committee’s recommendation to write a letter of support to the BZA 
in support of the special exception. The motion passed 6-0. 
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 10. New Business 
 
Proposed Revision of Alcohol Licensing Legislation 
 
Mr. Holmes reported that he sent an email to Councilmember Jim Graham saying that the ANC has not 
had the opportunity to exert its great weight on his recently proposed legislation revising the alcohol 
beverage licensing legislation because a round table on the legislation had been held on very short 
notice, and doing it on such notice is wrong. Mr. Holmes asked whether the ANC wished to submit 
written comments on the bill. 
 
Mr. Healy said that he was a member of the Task Force that had advised the Councilmember on the 
substance of the bill, and attended over ten meetings. He felt that there was not great compromise 
on many facets of the bill. He said that Councilmember Cheh was also involved in crafting the bill. 
Councilmember Graham’s roundtable was limited to a discussion of his proposed changes in Sunday 
hours. Mr. Healy said there are plans to put a discussion of the legislation on his August committee 
meeting and it could come back to the ANC in September. 
 
Mr. Holmes said that ANC 6C voted to support the bill; 6B has voted to support with three changes. 
Mr. Alberti said that this is a process that’s only just begun. It will be referred to the full Council, and 
there will be another opportunity to lobby. He said he didn’t know whether it was worth alienating 
Councilmember Graham. Mr. Holmes said that it’s important to defend the ANCs. Alcohol regulation is 
important to our district. Ms. Lawler said that she supports Mr. Healy, and he has her vote. Mr. 
Holmes ended the discussion by saying there was no consensus at that time. 
 
Commercial Billboards in Residential Neighborhoods 
 
Mr. Holmres raised the possibility of sending a letter to the Office of Historic Preservation opposing 
the use of Bikeshare stations for commercial advertising billboards, particularly in residential 
neighborhoods such as Lincoln Park. He presented a draft of a letter. Ms. Lawler said that she’s not a 
fan of ads, and the ones on the Mall should’t have ads. The billboards exist, it’s just changing what 
they say. Mr. Alberti said that these are CaBi signs in residential areas. He said there are DDOT 
regulations on signs and they are just ignoring the facts.  
 

The regulations, spelled out in the letter, are: 

Section 2306.1 in which billboards are prohibited in historic districts, and plastic-faced and 
cabinet signs are “not appropriate for historic buildings and districts”, and 

2507.5 A sign listing services, goods, websites, phone numbers or other detailed information shall 
be no larger than three (3) square feet.  

HMotion: Dr. Ronneberg moved/Mr. Alberti seconded a motion that the ANC send a letter to the 
Historic Preservation Office requesting that they review the proposal of DDOT to use the map boards 
in all Capital Bikeshare stations as billboards in light of its policy on signage in historic districts. The 
motion passed unanimously. 
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Class A Liquor Stores License Renewals 

Mr. Healy reported that he and Mr. Holmes had attended mediation at ABRA with four Class A stores 
that had not signed Voluntary Agreements at the time of their license renewals. They are Jumbo 
Liquor, Master Liquor, Family Liquor, and New York Liquors, and they just did not want to sign VAs. 
Motion: Mr. Holmes moved/Mr. Healy seconded a motion to withdraw the protest against the four 
stores. He said that while the ANC showed some leverage, it is just not worth the time and effort to 
pursue it. Part of it was ignorance of the process on the Commission’s part, and he said it was deeply 
regrettable that the licenses were not protestable because people didn’t show up at ABL meetings to 
express their previous complaints. The motion passed 5-0-1, with Mr. Alberti not voting. 

 11. Community Comment 
 
Tony Green said he had bought a house on Wylie Street, and he has an alley behind the house that is 
“reminiscent of Hanoi,” with rats and vermin making their homes there. He said it’s really disgusting 
and he hasn’t gotten any help from the District, although he’s tried. Mr. Holmes said that the 
Department of Health has a rat abatement program, and should be able to help. Mr. Healy said that 
it’s on DDOT’s radar that that alley isn’t draining properly. Mr. Holmes said he had taken the 
department director on a tour so they are award of the situation, and he should, working with Mr. 
Healy, be able to get some action. 
 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:45 pm.  
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ANC6A Community Outreach Committee 
July 16, 2012 Minutes 
Church of the Lord Jesus Christ of the Apostolic Faith annex, 1235 C St. NE 
 
Meeting called to order at 7:30 p.m. 
 
Committee members present: Elizabeth Nelson (Chair), Pat Joseph, Louis Barbash (quorum) 
 
Committee members absent: Rose Williams, Jean Kohanek 
 
Community members present: Michal Bilick 
 

I. Agenda 
Adopted.  

 
II. Status report on ANC/COC activities. 
1. Ms. Nelson reported that the commissioners voted to send a letter in support of a 

proposed playground at Sherwood Recreation Center. 
2. Options PCS has announced plans to expand into rented space at 702 15th St. NE. 

Commissioner Andrew Hysell (that location is in his SMD) has been asked by Options for a 
letter of support. In turn, Commissioner Hysell has asked that the COC provide an 
opportunity for community discussion before he gives his support. Committee members 
remembered that there have been on-going concerns about the supervision of the youth at 
Options and how the youth interact with the surrounding neighborhood. There could be 
zoning issues as well. Commissioner Hysell requested August 13 (COC would normally skip 
August of meet on the 20th); Dr. Vincent from Options had not confirmed as of the COC 
meeting but did subsequently confirm. 

3. P’Tones, whose grant request in support of their Sherwood Recreation Center program 
was approved last month, has approached the ANC to request disbursement of the funds. 
However, they submitted invoices rather than receipts. Receipts are required, in advance, 
if the check is to be made payable to the organization. In discussing the matter, the ANC 
Treasurer, Nick Alberti, learned that P’Tones has purchased equipment – but intended to 
use it at some other site. This is not permissible, as DC Statute requires the benefit of 
ANC grants must be to residents of the ANC. This is also in conflict with the grant 
application wherein P’Tones stated that the new equipment/software was needed 
because that currently in use at Sherwood was obsolete (though still usable). The P’Tones 
representative also so stated at both the COC and ANC meetings. There was some 
discussion as to whether the COC should take any action or provide a recommendation to 
the ANC in this matter. Mr. Barbash pointed out that it is important to have confidence in 
the integrity and level of involvement of grant applicants, especially when the group is 
not locally based. Ms. Joseph followed that this is particularly important given the 
difficulties of monitoring grants after they are made. For example, P’Tones could move 
the equipment out of Sherwood at a later date and we would not be able to prevent it, 
and might not even be aware of it. While it has always been a requirement that materials 
purchased with ANC money be used to benefit the 6A community (and remain with the 
facility for which they are purchased), it was not overly concerning in the past. All, or 
nearly all, of the grant recipients were local organizations, well known to us and unlikely 
to have the desire or ability to move the resources elsewhere. Going forward, we will 
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need to consider this possibility more carefully. However, the COC did not feel that we 
should go so far as recommending that the grant approval be voided. We defer to the 
treasurer and other commissioners of the ANC to resolve the matter.  
 

III. Discussion of possible changes to policies and procedures for ANC grant program.  
1. Ms. Nelson introduced the topic by noting that for the past several years, the ANC has 

sent thank you notes to those organizations providing meeting space and/or website 
support. There was little discussion as all committee members agreed that this is the 
correct thing to do. Ms. Nelson will provide draft letters. 

2. Motion: Mr. Barbash moved that we recommend that ANC 6A send thank you notes 
in appreciation of support received from Sherwood Recreation Center, Capitol Hill 
Towers, Church of the Lord Jesus Christ of the Apostolic Faith, Miner ES (use of 
meeting space) and Gallaudet University (webhosting). Vote 3 in favor, none 
opposed.  

 
IV. Discussion of possible changes to policies and procedures for ANC grant program.  

1. The COC continued consideration of how to administer grants in the new environment 
where requests exceed the grants budget – which was not generally the case in the 
past. This is a complex issue and one that the COC feels should be considered very 
carefully before making any decisions. The COC will continue to work on a draft 
guidelines document through email and at an August meeting if we have one. A draft 
will be shared with the commissioners at their September meeting. Any feedback will 
be incorporated at the COC’s September meeting with the expectation that a final 
version will be formally submitted to the ANC at their October meeting. This will 
coincide with the start of the new fiscal year and the establishment of a new grants 
budget. 

2. Motion: Mr. Barbash moved that we brief the commissioners on a draft guidelines 
document at the September ANC meeting. Seconded by Ms. Joseph. Vote 3 in 
favor, none opposed.  
 

V. Meeting adjourned at 8:40 p.m. 
 

VI. The date of the next meeting was not been set, pending notification from 
Commissioner Hysell regarding Options PCS. Subsequently it has been established as 
August 13, 7:30 p.m. at 1235 C St. NE. 

 
Below are notes regarding possible, draft guidelines for future grant applications: 

1) Grants budget be divided in half for “Winter” (October-February) and “Summer” (January-
July) cycles.  

2) The “season’s” grant budget be further divided in half for larger (>$300?) and smaller 
(<=$300?) grants.  

3) Small grants will be reviewed on the monthly cycle with deadlines as they currently are. This 
would allow for organizations (especially small ones) to respond to unanticipated funding 
needs. 

4) Larger grants will be considered at the February and July/August COC meetings, considering 
the relative merits of applicant’s proposals in funding recommendations. Mr. Barbash pointed 
out that having all applicants’ present during this discussion will help stimulate their thinking 
about their own programs. It would also encourage them to think about asking other groups 
for funding. 
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5) Any funds not expended from the small-grants funding pool for that season-cycle will be 
available for larger grants. 

6) Any funds not expended in the winter cycle will be available in the summer cycle. 
7) Past grant history will be considered in making funding recommendations. 
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ANC6A Community Outreach Committee 
August 13, 2012 Minutes 
Church of the Lord Jesus Christ of the Apostolic Faith annex, 1235 C Street NE 
 
Meeting called to order at 7:38 p.m. 
 
Committee members present: Rose Williams, Jean Kohanek 
 
Committee members absent: Elizabeth Nelson (chair), Pat Joseph, Louis Barbash 
 
Commissioners present: Andrew Hysell, Nick Alberti, David Holmes 
 
Community members present: Dr. Charles Vincent, Amos Pierre, Chris Hardgrave, Ben Kramer, 
Brittany Kramer. 
 
I. Agenda adopted. 

 
II. Dr. Charles Vincent, Executive Director of Options Public Charter School, and Amos Pierre, 

Principal of Options Academy, presented the school’s plans to expand into rental space at 702 
15th Street NE.  

 
Mr. Pierre stated that the new facility will house Options Academy, a more intensive, 
therapeutic program for students with emotional disturbance. The facility will serve 50 
students (with a capacity of 60); 30 will come from Options main campus (1375 E St. NE) and 
from P Street facility (1501 11th St. NW), and the rest from outside special education 
placements. The facility will feature wraparound services including special education and 
psychiatric services, with a 3:10 ratio of staff to students in each classroom. Students will be 
bused from designated stops all over the city right to the door of the facility. Mr. Pierre 
acknowledged that these students have the greatest challenges in terms of conduct and anger 
management, in addition to mental health issues.  
 
Commissioners, committee members, and community members voiced concerns about the 
potential for problems in the neighborhood from an influx of students, given the past issues 
with fighting, urination, gambling, and drug use; issues that were largely solved when the 
most challenging students were moved to a site in another part of the city. Students from the 
main Options campus are often seen roaming in the neighborhood, and some of these 
problems have started to return. Mr. Pierre and Dr. Vincent stated that comprehensive nature 
of the program, combined with the direct transportation aspect is what will keep students 
from having an adverse impact on the neighborhood.  
 
Commissioner Alberti asked if they could guarantee that students will not be arriving at the 
facility via their own transportation. Mr. Pierre replied that there will be a variety of 
transportation arrangements for students. Some students may have court dates or other 
appointments during the school day that could require them to be brought to the school in 
another fashion and transportation for some others will be the responsibility of their 
guardians (e.g., students in half-way houses), but all students will be offered bus service from 
designated spots in the city to the door of the school in a yellow bus on a daily basis. They 
will also be bused back and forth between the 1300 E St. and the 702 15th St. locations.  In 
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addition, cameras will be installed around the perimeter of the building, and a security guard 
will be on duty.  
 
Dr. Vincent stated that if any poor behavior is seen in the neighborhood, to contact him 
immediately—they can send staff members out to collect students and shut down the 
behavior. A community member voiced concern that the staff’s reach does not extend far 
enough north from the main campus to address student behavior problems in the 
neighborhood. Dr. Vincent offered to extend the staff range to H Street NE. In response to a 
question from Commissioner Hysell, Mr. Pierre stated that they have to make regular incident 
reports to the Charter Board, so they will be aware of any ongoing issues at the facility. 
Commissioner Holmes asked if the program at the new campus was the same program that 
was moved out of the E St. campus to northwest DC about three years earlier; Mr. Pierre said 
it was. 
 
Dr. Vincent reiterated that community members should contact the school if there are any 
issues with students, and offered his cell phone number: (202) 270-4448. The campuses are 
connected by radio, and staff can respond immediately. He stated that school has an open-
door policy and community members are welcome at any time. He invited the community to 
come to the school’s open house in early September (date TBD). 
 

III. Meeting adjourned 8:15 p.m. 
 
IV. The next meeting will take place Monday, September 17, at 7:30 p.m. at 1235 C St. NE. 
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September xx, 2012 

 

Lavonne Taliaferro-Bunch, Principal 

Miner Elementary School  

601 15th St. NE  

Washington DC  20002 

 

 

Dear Ms. Taliaferro-Bunch, 

 

For over nine years Miner Elementary School has provided a meeting place for Advisory Neighborhood 

Commission 6A.  We want to express our sincere appreciation for the time and effort you have put in to 

helping us hold these public meetings, which are crucial to the functioning of our city.   

 

On behalf of the Commission, 

 

 

David Holmes 

Chair, Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A 



Committee Reports 
Community Outreach Committee (COC) 

 
 

ANC 6A Agenda Package | September 2012 | For more information go to www.anc6a.org. 36 

September xx, 2012 

 

Minister Thompson 

Church of the Lord Jesus Christ of the Apostolic Faith 

1235 C St. NE  

Washington DC  20002 

 

 

Minister Thompson, 

 

For the past nine years you have provided a meeting place for the Community Outreach Committee of 

Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A.  We want to express our sincere appreciation for the time and 

effort you have put in to helping us hold these public meetings, which are crucial to the functioning of 

our city. 

 

Please extend our thanks to the members of your church family who have been so gracious in opening 

the building for us. 

 

Once again, thank you. 

 

On behalf of the Commission, 

 

 

David Holmes 

Chair, Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A 
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September xx, 2012 

 

Mr. Raphael Marshall, Director 

Sherwood Recreation Center 

Corner of 10th and G Sts. NE 

 

Dear Mr. Marshall, 

 

For over nine years the Sherwood Recreation Center has provided a meeting place for Advisory 

Neighborhood Commission 6A activities – the meetings of the Alcohol Beverage Licensing Committee 

and the Economic Development and Zoning Committee and, most recently, the Transportation and 

Public Space Committee.  We want to express our sincere appreciation for the time and effort you have 

put in to helping us hold these monthly public meetings, which are crucial to the functioning of our 

ANC. 

 

 

On behalf of the Commission, 

 

 

David Holmes 

Chair, Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A 
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September xx, 2012 
 

Dr. Robert Davila, President 
Gallaudet University  

800 Florida Ave. NE  

Washington DC  20002 

 

 

Dear Dr. Davila 

 

For the past nine years Gallaudet University has hosted a website for Advisory Neighborhood 

Commission (ANC) 6A.  This website (www.anc6a.org) is an essential component in our efforts to 

provide the greatest possible public access to our proceedings.  Non-ANC related information of 

community interest is available as well.  We want to express our sincere appreciation for the time and 

effort your staff has contributed to this endeavor.   

 

Please share our thanks with Hatim Vali who provides highly professional technical support in a warm 

and caring way. We also appreciate their renewing the domain name on our behalf. 

 

 

On behalf of the Commission, 

 

 

David Holmes 

Chair, Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A 
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Alcoholic Beverage Licensing Committee 

ANC 6A 
September 4, 2012 

 
Pursuant to notice duly given, a meeting of the Alcohol Beverage Licensing Committee 
(“Committee”) of ANC6A was held commencing at 7:00 pm EST on September 4, 2012 at the 
Sherwood Recreation Center, 640 10th Street, NE Washington, DC 20002. 
 
Committee Members Present: Adam Healy, Katy Thomas, Michael Herman and Anne Marie Koshuta 
Committee Members Absent: none 
Commissioners Present: None 
Community Members Present: Jeff Jackson, Troy Williams, and Yvette Williams. 
 
I. Call to Order 
Chairman Healy called the meeting to order at 7:07 pm. The meeting having been duly convened was 
ready to proceed with business. 
 
II. Community Comment 
None. 
 
III. New Business 
The Spot on H 
The owners and the representative of The Spot on H to be located at 1255 H St. NE appeared before 
the Committee regarding their application for a Class C Restaurant alcohol license. The owners and 
their representative had appeared before the Committee previously to give an outline of what they 
were planning with the business. Mr. Healy indicated that because the ABRA placard was issued at 
the end of July and that the ANC didn’t meet in August, the ANC had authorized Chairman Holmes to 
protest the application until the ABL Committee could consider it. Mr. Healy moved/seconded by Mr. 
Herman that the ANC protest the application unless a voluntary agreement is approved prior to the 
protest date. Motion carried 4-0. 
 
Review of Councilmember Jim Graham’s Omnibus Alcoholic Beverage Regulation Amendment Act 
of 2012 
The Committee reviewed the legislation Councilmember Graham has introduced to make changes to 
the District’s alcohol control laws. Mr. Healy served as ANC6A’s representative to a task force 
Graham convened to seek stakeholder input. The task force met 10 times and consisted of ANCs, 
civic associations, ABRA, MPD, and industry representatives. Mr. Healy said it was a consensus-driven 
process and not everyone got what they wanted, including Graham. Mr. Healy indicated that he 
supports the overall legislation and commended Graham for introducing the legislation as it was 
approved by the task force. Ms. Thomas moved/seconded by Ms. Koshuta that the ANC send a letter 
to Councilmember Graham supporting the legislation. Motion carried 4-0. 
 
IV. Adjourn 
The Committee adjourned at 8:37 pm.  
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No report. These are meeting notes. 

 

 

ANC 6A Transportation & Public Space Committee Meeting Notes 

Sherwood Recreation Center (10th Street and G Street NE) 

PLEASE NOTE LOCATION CHANGE 

July 16, 2012 

 
I. Call meeting to order at 7:00 pm 

II. New Business 

A. National Marathon presentation: Ms. Diane Romo Thomas, Director of Communications for 
the Greater Washington Sports Alliance, was on hand to present a new race route to ANC 
6A.  The two handouts she provided (attached) describe the overall race route and the 
race route in more detail through Ward 6.  In reaction to concerns raised by ANC 6A year 
after year, the race route was redesigned so that the race does not encircle portions of 
ANC 6A for long portions of the day.  Ms. Thomas attended the committee meeting in order 
to present the new course for preliminary approval.  Commission Chair David Holmes, 
Commissioner Nick Alberti and Committee Chair Omar Mahmud all met the new race route 
with approval.  Ms. Thomas agreed to return to the committee to present a final race 
proposal (including the finalized map, community outreach campaign, etc.) for approval by 
the ANC.  This will likely take place in September or October. 
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Report of the Economic Development and Zoning Committee  
of ANC 6A 
July 18, 2012 
 
Present: Missy Boyette, Jeff Fletcher, Laura Gentile and Charmaine Josiah  
Commissioner: David Holmes 
 
Laura Gentile chaired the meeting. 
 
Community Comment: There were no community comments. 
 
Status Reports 
 
Resolution of previously heard BZA/HPRB cases: No report 
 
Vacant Properties: No report 
 
Zoning Regulations Rewrite: No report 
 
H Street Business Liaison Report: No Report 
 
Old Business: No report 
 
New Business 
 

1. 1001 H Street (Ben’s Chili Bowl). Kamal Ali representing Ben’s Chili Bowl (“Ben’s”) presented 
updated plans for the redevelopment of the 1001 H Street site. In the proposed 
redevelopment, Ben’s plans are to maintain all of the brick on the H Street façade. Further, 
Ben’s plans are to raise the ceiling height on the bottom floor. The roof deck will be framed 
with a decorative metal railing at the top. Ms. Boyette suggested that the developer make 
this framing / metal bar as minimal as possible.  
 
Commissioner Holmes offered a Motion to ask the ANC SMD representative for 1001 H NE to 
write a letter to the Zoning Administrator affirming that Ben's has been continuously 
consulting with ANC 6A about the appearance and construction at its new site and that we see 
no major issues at this point. 

 
The Motion was seconded by Mr. Fletcher and adopted unanimously. 
 

2. BZA #18413 (257 Warren Street). PGN Architects presented this case in which the owner 
(Marcus Watkins) is seeking a variance from the lot area and lot width requirements under 
subsection 401.3 to allow the subdivision and construction of two new flats (two single family 
rowhouses) in an R-4 district.  
 
The property is currently comprised of three empty lots. In the proposed project, the three 
lots would be subdivided into two lots. Each lot would have one three-story single family 
rowhouse with a basement rental unit and parking in the back. Mr. Watkins said that he has 
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owned the property for more than twenty years. He also mentioned that the BZA has 
approved a similar proposed project in 1989.  

 
Approximately 15-20 local residents attended the meeting to express their concerns about the 
proposed project. Their comments included the following: 
 

• Each lot will be just over 1,400 square feet, which is significantly less than the 1,800 
square foot minimum required by the zoning regulations. 

• The proposed project would include a third floor, which would dwarf the other homes 
on the block. We believe this would block the light and air of neighboring homes.  

• We are very concerned about the increase in density on Warren Street. With four 
units, we will see an increase in cars. This is a small street. 

• This project would add four units in a space originally zoned for two units. This would 
add too much density to Warren Street. 

• The proposed project is not consistent with the character of the other homes on 
Warren Street. For example, no other homes on Warren include a rental unit or 
basement.  

• This is a cozy street. The alley cuts into the end lot and, if the project is built as 
proposed, we are concerned that the trash trucks will not be able to fit into an 
already tight space.  

• We do not understand why you need to build four units. Why are our concerns 
secondary to your objective of maximizing profit?  

• The design includes gables out in front of the new buildings, which is not consistent 
with the character of the other homes on the street.  

 
In response to the concerns raised by the neighbors, Mr. Watkins explained that he needed 
the rental units to offset the cost of building the homes. He also agreed to consider other 
design options, including the possibility of building of three 12-foot-wide homes, which would 
be consistent with the character of the current homes (and with the type of homes that had 
been built on these lots originally).  
 
Ms. Boyette said that the basement detracts from the street presence and is not consistent 
with the current streetscape.  
 
Ms. Josiah explained to Mr. Watkins that the applicant would need to prove that the proposed 
project met the following three criteria for a variance, as described in Section 3103: 
1) The physical characteristics of the property make it difficult for the owner to use the 

property in compliance with the Zoning Regulations; 
2) Granting the application will not be of substantial detriment to the public good (traffic, 

noise, lighting, etc.); and 
3) Granting the application will not be inconsistent with the general intent and purpose of 

the Zoning Regulations. 
 
To summarize, Ms. Gentile said that, while the Committee could understand that the property may 
pose a challenge, she believed that the applicant had not shown that the current design would meet 
all three criteria for a variance. Specifically, Ms. Gentile cited the concerns about the increase in 
density, inconsistency with character of streetscape, and potential impacts to light and air. In 
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addition, Commissioner Holmes added that he believed the applicant had not shown that granting 
the application would not be of substantial detriment to the public good.  

 
Mr. Watkins said that he was willing to reconsider design options but explained that the proposed 
project is scheduled to be heard by the BZA in early October. Mr. Watkins was concerned that there 
would not be enough time to discuss options before the BZA meeting. In response, the Committee 
offered to meet with Mr. Watkins in person and/or to work with him over email to discuss redesign 
options that could potentially address the community concerns. Mr. Watkins agreed to work with the 
Committee to develop other options.  
 
Commissioner Holmes made a Motion that the Committee postpone the vote on this proposed project 
until after it has a chance to work with Mr. Watkins to develop other options. Ms. Josiah seconded 
the Motion and the Committee voted 5-0 to adopt.  
 
Additional Community Comments: None 
 

 
Next ED&Z Meeting 

Wednesday, August 15, 2012 
7 – 9 PM 

Sherwood Recreation Center 
640 10th Street, NE, 2nd Floor 

 
 


