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District of Columbia Government

Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A

Agenda for September 11, 2008


7:00 pm 
Call to order, adopt agenda and approve previous meeting’s minutes – starts on page 3

7:05
Community Comments (2 minutes each)

7:10
Officer Reports:


Chair (2 minutes)

Vice-Chair (2 minutes)

 
Secretary (2 minutes) 


Treasurer (2 minutes) - starts on page 11
1. Approve treasurer’s report and previous month’s disbursements.

2. Approve monthly photocopying expenses. 

3. Approve FY 2009 Budget
7:20
Single Member District reports (2 minutes each)


Standing Committee Reports:
7:20
Alcohol Beverage Licensing – starts on page 16
1. Recommendation: the ANC not oppose the Taylor Gourmet Application—Class B License for 1116 H Street and pursue the standard VA.  
2. Next meeting – 7:00 p.m., October 21, 2008 (3rd Tuesday)
7:25
Economic Development and Zoning – starts on page 19
1. Recommendation: the ANC send a letter to the BZA opposing application#17846 (130 14th St. NE) Application of Brown Memorial A.M.E. Church, pursuant to 11 DCMR § 3103.2, for a variance from the lot occupancy requirements under section 403, and a variance from the rear yard requirements under section 404, to allow an addition to an existing church building in the R-4 District at premises 130 14th Street, N.E. because Brown Memorial A.M.E. Church has not met its burden of proof and they have submitted an incomplete application.
2. Recommendation: the ANC 6A oppose the use of any public space by Brown Memorial A.M.E. Church.
3. Recommendation: the ANC 6A send a letter of support BZA #17835 (225 9th St NE) Special Exceptions pursuant to 11 DCMR §§ 3104.1 and 3103.2, for a special exception to construct an accessory garage serving an existing one family row dwelling under section 223, not meeting the lot occupancy (section 403) requirements.  The committee recommends that the ANC take no position on the applicant’s request for a variance from the alley set-back requirements under subsection 2300.4. 

4. Recommendation: the ANC 6A send a letter to HPRB that no top story additions (“pop-ups”) be visible from the front of 145 Tennessee Ave.
5. Recommendation: the ANC 6A send a letter of support for the H Street Heritage Trail.

6. Next meeting – 7:00 p.m., October 15, 2008 (3rd Wednesday)

8:00
Community Outreach – starts on page 30
1. Recommendation: that ANC 6A approve a grant of $1,900 for the Spingarn SHS Football Booster Club to purchase uniform pants.

2. Next meeting – 7:00 p.m., October 20, 2008 (3rd Monday)
8:10
Public Safety – starts on page 34
1. No Meeting in September
8:15
Transportation and Public Space Committee – starts on page 35
1. Recommendation: send a letter to DDOT requesting better signage and street striping at 10th and Maryland NE to enhance pedestrian safety.
2. Next meeting – 7:00 p.m., October 20, 2008 (3rd Monday)
8:15
Unfinished Business 

8:15
New Business – starts on page 39
1. Proposed Mobile Storage Container Regulations (Fengler)
2. Proposed Curb Cut and Driveway Regulations (Fengler) 

3. I move that the ANC authorize an appeal of the BZA ruling in BZA #17769, Appeal of Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A, and that Don Dinan, Esq. continue to be authorized to represent that ANC in this matter, at no charge to the ANC.  (Holmes)
4. Request by DCPS to charge ANC6A a fee to utilize Miner Elementary School for the ANC6A monthly meetings. (Fengler)

5. Preserve America Resolution Support (Holmes)
Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A

Miner Elementary School

September 11, 2008

Minutes

The meeting convened at 7:03 PM.
  
Present:  Commissioners Alberti, Beatty, Fengler, Holmes, Marshall

Absent:  Mack, Schultheiss

Mr. Fengler announced that Stephanie Nixon had resigned from the ANC.

 Agenda
Mr. Alberti asked to have discussion of the public space at Reservation 236 added to the agenda.  Ms. Beatty asked for the addition of discussion of City Council testimony on a Ward 6 moratorium on single sales to the ABL Committee report.  Mr. Fengler requested that a motion to allocate funds for sign language interpreters be added to his Chair’s report. Mr. Marshall asked for a discussion of fireworks legislation to New Business.  The agenda was adopted without objection.

 2. Minutes

The July minutes were adopted without objection.

 3. Community Comment
Shauna Holmes announced a CHRS Preservation Café on September 27th at Ebenezer’s Coffee House.

 4. Officers’ Reports
Chair
Motion: Mr. Fengler moved/Ms. Beatty seconded a motion to approve the expenditure of $500 for interpretive services for two people for the September meeting.  The motion passed without objection.
Treasurer’s Report

Mr. Alberti presented the Treasurer’s Report.  The opening balance of the checking account was $ 26, 078.70, including an allotment from the District of $6,019.50 for the 3rd Quarter. The savings account had an opening balance of $4,183.03, and there were two interest payments of $1.06 and $1.03, for a balance of $4, 185.12.  The following disbursements were approved: $120 to Roberta Weiner for the transcription of minutes (Check #1384; $200.75 to FedEx/Kinkos for copying expenses (Check#1385); $20 to Mary Beatty for parking expenses (Check #1386); and $997.63 to Kid Power DC for a grant (Check #1387).  The closing balance was $24, 740.32.  The report was adopted without objection  

Motion: Mr. Alberti moved/Mr. Holmes seconded a motion that $600 be approved for copying for ANC materials, and that up to $60 be approved for copying for each Committee’s materials and each SMD’s materials for the next month.  The motion was adopted without objection.

Motion: Mr. Alberti moved/Ms. Beatty seconded approval of the Quarterly Report for the 3rd Quarter.  Mr. Alberti mentioned that it was being submitted late because there was no August meeting at which it could be approved.  Mr. Fengler asked that a note to the Auditor be included stating the reason for the lateness of the Report.  The motion was adopted without objection.

 5. Single Member District Reports
Mr. Marshall reported that the Palace of Wonders had photos of strippers with G-strings in its windows, in violation of its voluntary agreement.  He said he has found out that Joe Englert no longer owns the establishment, and the person who owns the new Radius had taken it over.  He said he has contacted ABRA and Johnnie Jackson will check it out.

He reported that he had a successful SMD meeting at the new Tropicana restaurant and that Councilmember Wells talked about the H Street Trolley, and said it would be about four years before it was in operation.  He also talked about the parking problem and talked about extending the area where Ward 6 stickered cars can park.

He also reported that customers of Horace & Dickey are still parking on the sidewalk and the police are still not addressing the issue.

Mr. Holmes reported that there have been crime problems in his SMD, and that the brick sidewalks are being replaced throughout his district.

Mr. Fengler reported that there is an unusual amount of interior noise coming from establishments on 12th Street from 8:30 pm until 2-3 a.m., and that an ABRA inspector is on call.  He has sent a formal report on noise abatement and trash.

He also reported that the Sherwood Rec Center is struggling with basic maintenance.
Mr. Alberti reported that Maury School was having a yard sale on the Saturday after the meeting.

He also said there have been a lot of complaints of people running lights at the lights at 13th Street and Constitution Avenue.

Finally, he said he is still working with Councilmember Wells on the proposed addition to Brown AME Church, which would be on public parkland.
 7. Committees
Alcohol Beverage Licensing

Voluntary Agreements

Ms. Beatty reported that there were many voluntary agreements that had been approved by the ANC that were not on file at ABRA, and unless they were approved by the Board they were not effective.  She has spoken with Fred Moosally, ABRA’s counsel, who has taken the outstanding agreements to the Board for its approval.

Ward 6 Single Sales Moratorium Legislation

Ms. Beatty reported that four amendments have been made to the original Ward 6 Single Sales Moratorium since it was first submitted.  Primary among them is that ABRA can make the decision on providing waivers to establishments and assessing whether the exemption will harm its enforceability.  The procedure will be that the establishment will apply to ABRA for the exemption and it will come to the ANC for a vote, and the vote will be given great weight by the ABC.  The process will be allowed 90 days, with the clock starting to tick when the ANC is notified.

The Committee’s report was accepted without objection.  

Economic Development and Zoning
1400 Maryland Avenue NE
This is a request for support of a BZA application by 1400 Maryland Avenue Ltd. Empire Leasing to construct a gas station.  The application seeks a special exception to establish a gas station with a convenience store.

Motion: Mr. Fengler presented the following motion unanimously approved by the ED&Z Committee regarding 1400 Maryland Avenue NE:

1. Send a letter to the Board of Zoning Adjustment opposing the special exception request for the gas station/convenience mart at 1400 Maryland Avenue NE because the project does not meet the parking requirements under Title 11 §706.6 of the DC Municipal Regulations; and 

2. If the special exception is approved, request the following design restrictions be imposed:

a. No parking allowed on public space.

b. Only one curb cut per street

c. No signs on public space

d. No canopies, pumps, or gas distribution equipment on public space

e. Easement of public space for access to the property be limited in width to 15’

f. Landscape public space excluding driveway to provide screening

g. Market rate rent to be paid to Washington, DC government for use of public space

h. Gasoline containment/spill capture facilities and equipment be located on applicant’s property

i. Driveway access into the property be curbed to prevent vehicular access to the public space

Dr. Ronneberg suggested that the public space issues be emphasized at the BZA.  The motion passed without objection. 

Process for permit approval
Dr. Ronneberg said that the Committee had discussed the process through which permits are approved by the District, which currently go first to the Historic Preservation Review Board for approval prior to consideration for zoning relief.  At the request of the ANC, the committee researched the process in other cities and learned that zoning and permit issues are resolved before it is issued by Historic Preservation. The Committee believes that the current system would be approved if HPRB had the opportunity to review the public space and zoning before making its decision. 

Motion: Mr. Fengler moved adoption of the ED&Z Committee motion to send a letter to Mayor Fenty and the City Council recommending that the city restructure its permitting process to require that reviews/approvals be considered in this order: 1/ Public Space; 2/BZA; 3/ Historic Preservation.  The motion passed without objection.

Motion: Mr. Fengler moved to accept, with regret, the resignation of Annie Swingen and Linda Whitted from the Committee, and the appointment of Dan Golden (6A02) as a member of the committee.  The motion passed without objection.

The Committee’s report was accepted without objection.

Community Outreach
Elizabeth Nelson introduced Linda Tsao of the Capitol Garden Club’s Bulb Distribution Committee, to recommend a grant of $600 for distribution of daffodil and crocus bulbs to ANC 6A.  

Motion: Mr. Fengler moved/Mr. Holmes moved to accept the Committee’s recommendation to offer a $600 grant to help purchase and distribute bulbs.  Mr. Alberti noted that because of ANC regulations to give gifts to individuals, the funds should be used to distribute to non-profit organizations and neighborhood groups. The motion passed without objection.

Motion: Mr. Fengler moved/Mr. Alberti seconded a motion to accept the Committee’s recommendation to send thank-you letters to organizations, such as Miner School, which have provided space to the ANC.  The motion passed without objection.

The Committee’s report was accepted without objection.

Transportation
There was no report of the Transportation Committee

 8. New Business
Services for Coordinating Agenda Package
Mr. Fengler suggested tabling discussion of a proposal to coordinate the editing and distribution of an agenda package because of the absence of Secretary Schultheiss.

Pornography at the House of Wonders

 Mr. Marshall said he would work with Ms. Beatty to get the owners of House of Wonders to an ABL Committee to discuss the issue.

Postponement of HPRB Hearing on 145 Tennessee Avenue NE
HPRB is scheduled to have an expedited hearing on September 14th on 145 Tennessee Avenue NE because construction has already begun and there are many issues that need resolution, including that there are no DCRA permits. 

Motion:  Mr. Alberti moved/Mr. Holmes seconded that the ANC request a one-month postponement so the issue can be further looked into; and that Mr. Alberti be authorized to represent the ANC in this matter. The motion passed without objection.

Public Space Hearing for Sign for 1400 Maryland Avenue NE
Motion: Mr. Fengler moved/Mr. Alberti seconded a motion to send a letter to the public space committee asking for a postponement of a hearing, currently scheduled for September 25th, for a sign on public space at 1400 Maryland Avenue NE for a proposed Shell station.  If the postponement is denied, the ANC should oppose the sign.  Mr. Schultheiss, Omar Mahmoud, Drew Ronneberg or any other member of the ANC is authorized to represent the ANC in this matter.  The motion passed without objection.

Public Space Permit for Reservation 236 (Brown AME Church)
Mr. Alberti said that no part of a park should be given over to a private entity, namely the addition to Brown AME Church, and while HPRB had approved the use of the park, there was still no request for a public space permit. 

Motion: Mr. Alberti moved/Ms. Beatty seconded a motion that the ANC oppose any request for the use of any public space by Brown AME Church, and to authorize Mr. Alberti to represent the ANC in this matter. The motion passed without objection.

Proposed City Council Testimony on Banning Fireworks
Mr. Marshall said that he wants to represent the ANC at a hearing planned by Councilmember Mendelson on legislation that would ban the sale of all fireworks in the District.  

Motion: Mr. Fengler moved/Ms. Beatty seconded a motion to authorize Mr. Marshall to testify at Councilmember Mendelson’s hearing on a fireworks ban.

Mr. Alberti said that he opposes the motion.  He said a ban already exists on the most dangerous fireworks, and it allows sparklers and small roman candles.  It’s the ones that are already banned that are the problem, and the little ones present no problem.  He said that a total ban may cause more problems that it proposes to prevent.  Mr. Holmes said he loves fireworks, but he wishes the city could find a place where people could safely set them off.  It’s very dangerous, he said, next to a row of wooden houses that could go up.  

Mr. Alberti expressed his concern that there usually is some outline of testimony and had no idea what Mr. Marshall was going to say.  Mr. Marshall said he would have his testimony by Monday and send it out, and Mr. Fengler said that Mr. Alberti and he could look at it.

Motion: Mr. Marshall said he would withdraw the motion and just testify for his SMD.  Mr. Fengler said he would like to dispose of the motion, which was withdrawn by a 4-1 vote.

Bike DC
Motion: Mr. Alberti moved/Mr. Fengler seconded a motion to oppose Bike DC, a 27-mile bike ride throughout the District, scheduled for September 26th.

Mr., Alberti said he had just found out about it, less than 21/2 weeks before the event, where the marathon notified the community six months in advance and took steps to notify the public.  This way East Capitol Street will be closed for three hours and people will have no way of getting in and out.

Sheba Ferrin, representing the Ride, said that the police will allow crossings.  She emphasized that the District didn’t want the ride organizers talking with the ANC until there was an approved route.  She also pointed out that it was a ride not a race, so that it will be safe for pedestrians.

Mr. Holmes pointed out that there is no Commissioner for part of the area that will be most affected—17th Street, 19th Street—East Capitol will be shut down for its entire length.  Ms. Beatty said it was a worthwhile event, and Mr. Marshall said that such events bring a lot to the community.  Mr. Holmes said he is willing to stipulate that the ANC supports the event, but it is a matter of process.  For example, several hundred people attend the Seventh Day Adventist Church on the route.  Mr. Fengler said he has a passion for procedure, and it was not fair of the bureaucracy to tell an organization not to contact the ANCs.

Mr. Alberti said he would write a letter to the City about your experience.  Ms. Beatty added that she had great empathy for the organizers’ situation.  The motion passed 3-2, with Ms. Beatty and Mr. Marshall in opposition.  

Pro Bono Attorney for 1400 Maryland Avenue NE
Motion: Mr. Fengler moved, at Dr. Ronneberg’s suggestion, that Rich Luna of Kilpatrick, Stockton be asked to do pro bono work on 1400 Maryland Avenue NE, and that Mr. Schultheiss and Mr. Ronneberg, or any other Commissioner, be authorized to be a liaison with Mr. Luna.  The motion passed without objection.  Mr. Luna said his firm has a strong commitment to pro bono work, and this could be one of many of their projects.

Mr. Fengler introduced Melissa Bird, the new Ward 6 Planner, taking Jeff Davis’ place.

Mr. Fengler thanked the interpreters and said that Gallaudet has been a good friend to the ANC.  He said he would love it if more people from the school attended ANC meetings.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:35 p.m.
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Proposed FY 2009 ANC Budget
	A. Projected Assets

	
	

	FY08 Year End Savings Balance (Projected)
	$
	4,187.23

	FY08 Year End Checking Balance (Projected)
	$
	23,308.03

	
	
	-------------

	Total FY08 Balance (Projected)
	$
	27,466.86

	
	
	

	Projected FY08 District Allotments
	$
	24,000.00

	
	
	

	Projected Total Funds Available For FY09
	$
	51,466.86

	
	

	
	

	B. FY09 BUDGET

	Expenditures                                               
	Amount

	
	

	Photocopies  
	$
	3,500.00

	Advertising
	$
	8,000.00

	Transcription Service for Minutes
	$
	2,400.00

	Post Office Box & Postage
	$
	350.00

	Grants
	$
	8,000.00

	Office Supplies
	$
	100.00

	ANC Security Fund
	$
	25.00

	Legal Fees
	$
	1,000.00

	Amer. Sign Language Interpreter
	$
	4,000.00

	ANC Flyer
	$
	1,500.00

	Petty Cash
	$
	100.00

	
	
	

	Total
	$
	28,975.00

	
	
	

	Projected Surplus
	$
	22,491.86


 EXPENDITURES SUMMARY

FY08

	Expenditures           010/07 – 09/08                                                          
	Amount

	
	

	Photocopies  
	$
	1,829.89

	Advertising
	$
	7,150.30

	Transcription Service for Minutes
	$
	1,387.50

	Post Office Box
	$
	236.00

	Grants
	$
	13,239.24

	Office Supplies
	$
	0.00

	Office Equipment
	$
	0.00

	Rental Space 
	$
	0.00

	ANC Security Fund
	$
	25.00

	Legal Services
	$
	0.0

	Amer. Sign Language Interpreter
	$
	500.00

	ANC Flyer
	$
	0.00

	Petty Cash
	$
	50.00

	Miscellaneous
	$
	595.12

	
	
	

	Total Expenditures
	$
	25,013.05
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ANC 6A ABL Committee

September 16, 2008

Minutes

Meeting called to order at 7:05 pm.

Committee members present:  Mary Beatty, Michael Herman; Jeremy Marcus, Richard Sundberg, Tish Olshefski

Committee members absent:  Mary Kozinski (arrived after 8PM), Derrick Figures; Seth Haring

Commissioners Present:  Raphael Marshall

Community:  Greg Nicklas (Palace of Wonders); Jabriel Ballentine (Simmonds Ballentine, LLC); Casey Patten (Taylor Gourmet); Coralee Farlee.

I. Housekeeping

1) Welcome/Introductions - Committee members introduced themselves.
2) Agenda – Motion to accept agenda.  No objections.  Motion to accept minutes of last meeting as amended.  No objections.
II. Community Comment

1) Notice to Omnibus Bill setting standards on security plans for on-site consumption. Coralie Farlee, Chair of the 6C ABL Committee reported that Council had passed an Omnibus Alcohol Beverage Regulation Act to add security standards for on- premise consumption licensees.  She said that it is being called the wine “doggy bag” bill because it also includes provisions for resealing and packaging an opened bottle of wine before carrying it out of the establishment.  Committee Chair Beatty will look into this.

III. Discussion/Updates

1) VA’s – Radius at the Ohio – have a VA outstanding.  We had protested, it was dismissed for our non appearance.  We didn’t get notice of the hearing.  The notice was sent the day after the hearing.  We have asked ABRA to reopen the hearing.  Don’t have a response from them yet.  In the past they have reopened if the ANC did not receive sufficient notice.  We have been presented with new language for the VA.
2) ABRA Process Change Legislation – we have asked for two types of process change.  We asked that Council member Tommy Wells introduce the legislation. One is to change the number of required protestants from 5 to 15 in order to qualify.  Second is proposing that if we have a VA with the licensee that was signed prior to a protest by another party, that we will remain within that protest so that we can still assert the ANC’s position within a protest proceeding.  

3) Ward 6 Singles Ban Legislation Amendments – Received a call from Council member Wells office, there was a superior court ruling within the last week about the Ward 4 Singles Ban.  That legislation was sponsored by then Council member Fenty.  It passed on second reading but was challenged because it was changed and didn’t go to a third reading which is required in the DC legislative process.   This has been back and forth and the final outcome is that it was overturned.  Because of the history in Ward 4, the Ward 6 legislation will likely go to a third reading because it was also changed between the first and second reading.  The third reading will be October 7.  ANC6a, represented by Chairman Beatty,  got three amendments into the bill.  (2.5)  The first was clarification that the ANC has to take a vote before submitting a position on a store’s request for an exemption,  Another added  “lack or difficulty of enforceability” as a reason for denying an exemption, and the third added notice provisions to the ANC.
IV. New Business

1) Palace of Wonders – Potential VA Violation – This is an issue that was brought to our attention in the September ANC meeting.  Commisssioner Marshall explained his concerns with those present.  The applicable VA for Palace of Wonders was carried over from the former owner Joe Englert.  Advertising on the front windows and the entertainment are clearly in violation of the VA.  Owner responded that he hadn’t seen the posters in the window.  He further explained that the first poster is a cartoon poster, not photos.  The second poster has pictures that aren’t from a show at the Palace, they are from a show in NYC.  When Commissioner Beatty told Mr. Nicklas about the posters they were taken out immediately.  
But this brings about other issues.  The owner states that some of the acts that are there now are identical to the ones that were there when the establishment was opened.  Since no complaints had been made before, assumption of new owners has been that there wasn’t a problem.  He said less than a fourth of all acts at the Palace are described as burlesque or partly burlesque.  He stated that it’s not a strip joint.  His contract with the performers states that if they do exhibit nudity that they will forfeit all their revenues and never be invited back again.  

The owner suggests that we form a small committee to discuss and come to resolution.  They want to be good neighbors and want to get to a place where the community is okay.
· Who was responsible for putting up the poster:  One of the employees did this.  All they can do is apologize and promise it won’t happen again.

· How long were they up?  At least a week.  Seen first on the 4th, were still up on the 11th.

· How close are the shows to the images on the posters?  Seems we have a disagreement about what “burlesque” means?

Mary Beatty moved that we appoint a task force comprised of ABL chair, commissioner Marshall, rep of Palace of Wonders and at least *one other member of the committee/or a community member.  Seconded by Richard Sundberg.  Vote 4 to 1.

Richard Sundberg volunteered to serve on the task force.

*Mary Kosinski, who arrived after the meeting had adjourned also volunteered to serve on the task force.

2) Taylor Gourmet Application—Class B License 1116 H Street (Casey Patten)—Mr. Patten described his plans to the committee.  The establishment is located next to the Credit Union.  He is opening a gourmet Italian market and deli (imported meats, cheeses, pastas, etc.).  He applied for a liquor license at the beginning of the summer.  They had a hearing with ABRA to find out if they were legally under the statute to be classified as a market.  It was determined they are and plaquards are up.  They anticipate having their license by the end of October.  (Ms. Beatty later learned that the protest date is October 20). Some of their marketing concepts:  thirty Italian wines under $30; an Italian beer menu and an artisan look at beer and six packs.  They will have canned food, frozen food and fresh food (produce).  Deli and sandwiches made to order.  Owners are excited about the neighborhood and are DC residents.  27 seats inside.
a. Chair Beatty points out that we didn’t get notice of your license.  End of protest period is 45 or 60 days from September 5.  The ANC will pursue the lack of notice.
b. Why is this a market and not a deli?  Question has to do with whether food is consumed on or off premises.  In this instance, patron can eat on premises but can’t drink liquor purchased on the premises.

c. We will need to have a VA with them.  Chair Beatty will pursue this.

Mary Beatty moved that we not oppose the application and pursue the standard VA.  Jeremy Marcus seconded.  Unanimous vote.

V.  Adjourn.  Move to adjourn 8:00 pm.   Next meeting:  October 21, 2008.

REPORT OF THE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND ZONING

COMMITTEE OF ANC 6A 

September 17, 2008

Present: Commissioners: David Holmes, Nicolas Alberti

Resident Members: Drew Ronneberg, Jeff Fletcher, Rich Luna, Barbara Halleck

Drew Ronneberg chaired the meeting. 

Community Comments

Status Reports

1343 Maryland Ave. NE (Firehouse) and 525 9th St. NE (Police Station)

The Argos Group was selected for redevelopment of the properties at 1343 Maryland Ave. NE and 525 9th Ste NE. Gilberto Cardenas of the Argos Group provided the scheduling highlights listed below and has told the ED&Z Committee that he will keep the committee informed of progress on the projects and would be willing to come update us at any time we request.

1- Date of Award 7-14-2008.

2- Negotiate terms of the Disposition Agreement; 90 days.

3- Closing on the purchase of the properties; 365 days from the date of agreement on minimum terms.

4- Start of Construction; 60 days after closing.  

5- Completion of Construction; 365 days after closing

Argos is also negotiating the minimum terms of the Disposition Agreement with the Deputy Mayor’s Office and they are moving forward with the preliminary meetings with the HPRB and DCRA. We are also working on our agreements with the Architect, Consultants, Construction Company and Equity Partner.

Mr. Hasson of Hasson's Educational and Cultural Services will start to work with the nearby schools in September/October timeframe.  

Old Business

None

Motions

The following motions were passed by unanimous vote during the ED&Z Committee meeting of September 17, 2008.

1. Motion that ANC 6A oppose BZA 17846 (130 14th St. NE) Application of Brown Memorial A.M.E. Church, pursuant to 11 DCMR § 3103.2, for a variance from the lot occupancy requirements under section 403, and a variance from the rear yard requirements under section 404, to allow an addition to an existing church building in the R-4 District at premises 130 14th Street, N.E. because Brown Memorial A.M.E. Church has not met its burden of proof and they have submitted an incomplete application.
2. Motion that ANC 6A oppose the use of any public space by any private land owner.

3. Motion that ANC6a support BZA 17835 (225 9th St NE) Special Exceptions pursuant to 11 DCMR §§ 3104.1 and 3103.2, for a special exception to construct an accessory garage serving an existing one family row dwelling under section 223, not meeting the lot occupancy (section 403) requirements.  The committee recommends that the ANC take no position on the applicant’s request for a variance from the alley set-back requirements under subsection 2300.4. 

4. 145 Tennessee Ave.:  Motion that ANC 6A recommend to HPRB that no top story additions (“pop-ups”) be visible from the front of the house.

5. Motion recommending that ANC 6A write a letter supporting the H Street Heritage Trail.

New Business

1. BZA 17846 (130 14th St. NE) Application of Brown Memorial A.M.E. Church, pursuant to 11 DCMR § 3103.2, for a variance from the lot occupancy requirements under section 403, and a variance from the rear yard requirements under section 404, to allow an addition to an existing church building in the R-4 District at premises 130 14th Street, N.E.

The ED&Z committee heard the HPRB portion of this case in February 2008. The current discussion is related to the variance on rear yard requirements and lot occupancy.

Representing Brown Memorial A.M.E. Church:

Garland H. Stillwell of O’Malley, Miles, Nylen & Gilmore, PA

James Jordan, Architect

Ronald Jones, Chairman Pro Tem, Board of Trustees of Brown Memorial A.M.E. Church

Brown Memorial A.M.E. Church wants to construct an addition to the church that will convert the patio that runs along North Carolina Ave., NE into a two story multi-purpose space that will house church offices, conference rooms; the basement below the patio will be converted to a kitchen, office space, meeting rooms. These additional rooms are not part of the church sanctuary but the church believes they will improve its ability to provide services to its members and to the neighborhood including

· community outreach ministries

· Sunday school classrooms

· church executive and administrative functions

· church worship functions

The church is seeking two variances:

1. Zero-foot rear yard: this variance must be sought 

2. Relief of percentage of lot occupancy 

Mr. Jordan explained that the church building currently occupies approximately 96% of its lot space, which exceeds the BZA 60% limit; The church building already existed when the 60% rule was put into place so the church was grandfathered in.   The church is requesting to infill another 3%, bringing the building to 99% occupancy. The church is also requesting to expand onto public space.  

The rear yard setback requirement is 20’; the building does not meet the 20’ setback. This setback variance must be requested even though the building already does not meet the setback requirement.

The Economic Development and Zoning Committee sees two issues with the church’s expansion:

1. building on park land

2. impact on parking

Comments from residents and ANC commissioners

· Elizabeth Nelson: The church is not providing services to the neighborhood in general, but only to its members, most of whom are not residents of the District.

·  Elizabeth Nelson: the basement is in fact used for neighborhood meetings.

· Nick Alberti: ADA compliance can be fit into the existing space

Mr. Jones reiterated that a large number of their elderly members cannot access the basement space and that there is no room for church school. Classes are held in the open area of the sanctuary.  

Parking

The church believes that the proposed addition will not create the need for additional off-street parking as the sanctuary occupancy will not increase. 

Commissioner Alberti asked for additional information regarding the expansion on the southwest side. The church would be expanding into its current paved parking area.  The church now has three legal parking spaces and this expansion would eliminate at least one of the spaces and possibly two (stacking parking spaces do not count).  The current low number of spaces required by the church has been grandfathered in; the church believes that they are not required to request a variance to diminish the parking.

Even though sanctuary size is not increasing, by removing additional parking the building is becoming even more non-conforming. An additional variance must be requested.

Public Space

An additional aspect of Brown Memorial A.M.E.’s renovation is an addition on the east side of the building that incorporates public space from a pocket park formed by the intersection of North Carolina Ave. NE and Constitution Ave.  The church is preparing its public space application. Approximately 750 sq. ft. on the east side of the church is under National Park Service control; according to Mr. Jordan, NPS has delegated authority to DC Parks Department.  Mr. Alberti has requested from Mr. Jordan the contact information from DC Parks, DC Department of Transportation, and the National Parks Service.

Building on park land is a contentious issue.

Commissioner Alberti

· Using public space such as a pocket park that was part of Pierre L’Enfant’s original design is infringing on a landmark.

· The east side addition was approved by HPRB strictly on the esthetics of the design; they did not consider the use of public space in their approval.

· Taking the space from the park has a negative impact to the neighborhood that uses the park.

Commissioner Holmes

· Allowing the addition to incorporate public space would set a poor precedent for other projects

The ED&Z committee agreed that given the location and the constraints, Brown Memorial A.M.E. Church has not carried their burden of proof.  The committee does not see a reason that the public space would be needed to meet their requirements.

The burden of proof required by the church in order for its application for to be approved: 

1. The property is affected by an exceptional or extraordinary situation or condition

2. Strict application of the zoning regulations will result in potential difficulty to the applicant; 

3. Relief can be granted without substantial determination to the public good and without impairing the intent, purpose and integrity of the zone plan

2. BZA 17835 (225 9th St NE) Special Exceptions pursuant to 11 DCMR §§ 3104.1 and 3103.2, for a special exception to construct an accessory garage serving an existing one family row dwelling under section 223, not meeting the lot occupancy (section 403) requirements, and variance from the alley set-back requirements under subsection 2300.4, in the R-4 District at premises 225 9th Street, N.E. 

The ED&Z committee heard the HPRB portion of this case in February and May 2008.  The ED&Z Committee supported Mr. Fiore’s roof deck and use of the space. However, if the issue of the setback comes before us, we would not support zero setback.

Representing this case were

Mr. Lou Fiore, homeowner at 225 9th St. NE

Mr. Derrick S. Sieber, Precision Contracting Solutions, LP

The previous plans were to put in a 26’ deep garage; the garage is now designed to be 20’. The lot coverage is 70%.  Per Commissioner Holmes, it has been verified that the rear portion of the garage that extends out into the alley is not on public space.  At the HPRB meeting about the garage and its roof deck, the height was reduced from 15’ to 14’ based on neighborhood protests.
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3. SO 06-5762 Alley Closing behind 1359 H ST NE. This is a continuation of the case heard

on Jan and Feb 2007, a discussion is available on the http://www.anc6a.org website. 

Representing this case was Sully Callahan of Sealander Brokerage Ltd.

In 2006, Ms. Shante Parker submitted an application to close the section of alley pictured below, which is behind 1359 H St. NE.  In March 2007, ANC 6A opposed this application for the following reasons:

1. There was no evidence that Shante parker was the owner’s agent

2. The application was incomplete

3. No letters of support from adjacent property owners for the alley closing were provided

4. The issues of loitering and unwanted activities cited in the application should first be dealt with by MPD and other city agencies.
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Mr. Callahan introduced himself as the owner’s agent and informed the ED&Z Committee that he would be taking up the application to close this portion of the alley behind 1359 H Street NE.  1359 H Street NE is now occupied by the Sova coffee shop. Sova would like to be able to use the space behind the coffee shop for a patio or deck for its patrons. The goal is to unify the pace to make it more usable to the current and future tenants.

The photo above shows the alley space in question.

The ED&Z committee expressed that they would be happy to work with Mr. Callahan when he presents the new application.

4. HPA (145 Tennessee Ave NE). Applicant seeks to add a 3rd story to his property in the

Capitol Hill historic district. 

Representing this case were

Mr. Reco Coates and Karen Coates, homeowners of 145 Tennessee Ave. NE

Mr. jeff Patterson, Developer

145 Tennessee Ave. NE is the end unit, forming something of an “esthetic anchor” to the group of houses on that block. 

A stop work order was issued at this location when neighbors noticed and complained that the roof was being raised at this address. Construction to “pop up” the roof had commenced without the appropriate permits.

Mr. Coates stated that the work on his roof and the “pop up” started as a simple roof repair. The roof was leaking. He stated that the front part of the attic space is approximately 7’ high and the back is 3’ high. When they found the leak, they also discovered that the load-bearing beam that holds the steeple was cracking.  As the work progressed, they thought to hack up the back of the roof, making the attic usable throughout.  This work would involve:

19” pop-up at the front of the house

Raise the back portion of the roof 4 ½’ to make a fully 8 ½’ legal height

The existing front roof line and architectural details would remain

Mr. Patterson stated that he had been engaged to repair the roof and reinforce/replace the beam. No permits are required for standard roof replacement.

It was noted during discussions of the plans that interior renovation of 145 Tennessee Ave. had also been completed without proper permits.

The ED&Z Committee’s standing is that any pop-up should not be visible from the street and that the front view of the house should not be modified.  Because 145 Tennessee Ave. is an end unit, the committee also feels that it is important that the design not disrupt the view from the north side line to a large degree.

Next Scheduled ED&Z Committee Meeting: 

Wednesday, October 15, 2008 

7-9 PM 

640 10th Street, NE 

2nd Floor - Sherwood Recreation Center

Washington DC Heritage Trails Advisory Committee

c/o Cultural Tourism DC

1250 H St. NW

Suite 1000

Washington DC 20005

Dear Board Members

RE: H St NE Heritage Trail

Dear Board Members,

At the October 8, 2008 meeting of ANC 6A, our commission voted unanimously to support the establishment of the H Street NE Heritage trail.

Our Commission believes that an H Street NE Heritage Trail will provide residents and tourists alike with a better understanding of the area’s past.  In addition, the Heritage Trail will provide an important context of how the people and events on H Street NE influenced and affected the history of the larger city.

We hope that the trail and its stations will draw newcomers and tourists to experience H Street NE and act as a catalyst for the further revitalization of the corridor.

On behalf of the Commission,

Joseph Fengler

Chair, Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A

Mr. David Maloney

Historic Preservation Review Board

801 North Capitol Street, NE

Suite 3000

Washington, DC 20002

RE: HPA #08-XXX (145 Tennessee Ave NE)

Dear Mr. Maloney,

At a regularly scheduled and properly noticed meeting on October 9, 2008, our Commission voted X-X-X (with 4 Commissioners required for a quorum) to oppose the above referenced application for a rooftop addition.

The applicant, Mr. Reco Coates along with his contractor Mr. Jeff Patterson, presented preliminary plans for a rooftop to the ANC 6A’s Economic Development and Zoning Committee on September 17, 2008. The plans presented at this meeting included a rooftop addition that was clearly visible from street level.

ANC 6A believes that any rooftop addition to this property should pass the “flag test” which is standard method for determining the visual impact of rooftop additions in the Historic District.  We strongly encourage HPRB to only approve plans for 145 Tennessee Ave. NE which meet this test.

Please be advised that Terres (Drew) Ronneberg, Barbara Halleck and Dan Golden are authorized to act on behalf of ANC 6A for the purposed of this case.  Dr. Ronneberg can be reached at ronneberg6a02@gmail.com or (202) 431-4305.

On behalf of the Commission,

Joseph Fengler

Chair, Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A

Mr. Clifford Moy

Secretary of the Board of Zoning Adjustments

Office of Zoning

441 4th St NW, Suite 210S

Washington, DC 20001

RE: BZA Case 17835 (225 9th St NE)

Dear Mr. Moy,

At a regularly scheduled and properly noticed meeting on October 9th, 2008, our Commission voted X-X-X (with 4 Commissioners required for a quorum) to support the request for special exception from Section 223 (lot occupancy requirements in an R-4 zone) in the above referenced application.  ANC 6A takes no position on the applicant’s request for a variance from rear year setback requirements in the Subsection 2300.4.

The Commission supports the request for a special exception because the proposed addition will not have a substantial adverse impact on use and enjoyment of the abutting properties.  The applicant met with the ANC 6A’s Economic Development and Zoning Committee on September 17, 2008 and addressed questions about the addition’s impact on the light, air and privacy of the neighboring properties.  In addition, ANC 6A asked the owners of the abutting properties their position on the project, but received no written statements of support or opposition from the owners.

Please be advised that Terres (Drew) Ronneberg, Barbara Halleck and Dan Golden are authorized to act on behalf of ANC 6A for the purposed of this case.  Dr. Ronneberg can be reached at ronneberg6a02@gmail.com or (202) 431-4305.

On behalf of the Commission,

Joseph Fengler

Chair, Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A

October XX, 2008

Mr. Clifford Moy

Secretary of the Board of Zoning Adjustment

Board of Zoning Adjustment

441 4th St. NW, Suite 210

Washington, DC 20001

Re: BZA Case No. 17846 (130 14th St NE)

Dear Mr. Moy,

At our regularly scheduled and properly noticed meeting on October 9th, 2008, Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A voted X-X (with 4 Commissioners required for a quorum) to oppose the above reference application.

The ANC opposes the proposed project at 130 14th St NE because:

1) the application is incomplete

2) the project the does not meet the burden of proof for an area variance. 

According to the submitted plans, the applicant would like to extend the church on land that is currently used for parking.  The church is currently does not meet the parking requirements because it has only 3 on-site parking spaces while zoning regulations require at least 10 parking spaces (Section 2101.1 requires 1 parking space per 10 seats in the main sanctuary).  The ANC estimates that the proposed addition on the southwestern boundary of the structure will reduce the number of parking spaces by at least one space and will likely eliminate two parking spaces.   According to Section 2002.2, “ nonconformities may not be enlarged upon, expanded or extended.”  The reduction of parking spaces by the applicant represents an expansion of the parking non-conformity, and thereby requires a variance to the parking requirements in the Zoning Regulations.  Because no such request has been made, the application is incomplete.

In addition to the application being incomplete, the applicant has not met the burden of proof required for an area variance.  There is simply no compelling reason for expanding the footprint of the church because the additions are either not necessary for the expanded use proposed by the church or they can be accommodated within the existing footprint.  For example, the addition of a vestibule to the eastern portion of the structure is not required by an exceptional or extraordinary situation or condition nor will the lack of this vestibule present a difficulty to the applicant in expanding its community outreach ministries, provide classrooms for Sunday School purposes or provide church administrative offices and conference rooms.  Furthermore, the addition of the vestibule is detrimental to the public good because the addition encroaches onto parkland designated in L’Enfant’s original plan of the Old City.

Please be advised that Nicolas Alberti or Drew Ronneberg is authorized to act on behalf of ANC 6A for the purposes of this case.  Mr. Alberti can be reached at alberti6a04@yahoo.com or (202) 543-3512.

On Behalf of the Commission,

Joe Fengler

Chair, Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A

ADVISORY NEIGHBORHOOD COMMISSION 6A

Community Outreach Committee (COC)

Report for September 15, 2008

The Committee convened at 7:30 PM, at the Church of the Lord Jesus Christ of the Apostolic Faith annex, 1235 C St. NE.

Attending COC members: (no quorum) 

•
Rose Williams


•
Louis Barbash

•
Elizabeth Nelson (chair)

Absent COC members:

•
Sylvie Lee

•
Mark Roy

•
Kenneth Wicks

Community members:  

•
Paris Adon, Spingarn SHS Football Boosters Club


Eric Vicks, DC Primary Care Association

I 
Presentation by Eric Vicks, DC Primary Care Association:

1.
Mr. Vicks outlined the activities of the DC Primary Care Association. They are an advocacy organization that provides support for local health care clinics. They have 43 member organizations within DC.  More information is available on their website www.dcpca.org.  Mr. Vicks can be reached at 638-0252 or evicks@dcpca.org.

II. 
Grant application from Spingarn SHS Football Boosters Club:

1.
Paris Adon presented a grant application from Spingarn SHS Football Boosters Club. They are seeking funding to purchase uniform pants.  They team already has the rest of the uniform components – but not pants. They need 45 pairs (to fit a range of sizes) at a total cost of $1,900.

2.
Mr. Adon outlined the organization’s efforts, including various fundraising efforts and solicitations, to acquire uniforms and other support. Some have been successful and some not – but they are still short the money needed to complete the uniforms. He also explained how important the program is in maintaining interest in school – and making higher education possible – for the youth participating in the activity.

3.
The COC agreed that the activity was worthwhile and deserving of funding and that uniform pants are needed and funding will not be provided from some other source, including DCPS.  Therefore, they unanimously recommend funding the purchase of the uniform pants.

Committee recommendation (unanimous, no quorum):  that ANC 6A 

Approve a grant of $1,900 for the Spingarn SHS Football Booster Club to purchase uniform pants.

III. 
Thank-you letters to supporting organizations:


1.
The Commissioners of ANC 6A voted in favor of the COC recommendation to send letters of  appreciation and thanks to organizations providing meeting space and web site support to ANC 6A. Ms. Nelson has sent draft letters to the ANC Chair and the Chairs of the committees so that they can make appropriate updates.

The meeting adjourned at 8:20 pm.

Next meeting is October 20, 2008.

Respectfully submitted,

Elizabeth Nelson
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Advisory Neighborhood Commission (ANC) 6A

Grant Request Application Form

C. 1. Date of Application





2. Date of Project or Activity


         9
/   16
/  2008





Ongoing 

3. Applicant Organization Name and Address

Spingarn Football Booster Club 

2500 Benning RD NE,  Washington, DC 20002 

4. Contact Name 





5. Title
Paris Adon 






 President / Head Coach 

6. Address (if different from above)

7. Telephone






8. Fax
     (301) 461 - 8690



 
  (202)-724-8746
9. E-mail Address

parisadon@hotmail.com

10. Brief Description of Proposed Project/Activity

See attached 

11. Projected Total Cost  




12. Amount Requested


$ 1665.00





     

$ 1665.00

13. Other Sources of Funding (be specific, provide names)

Candy sales, out of town trips 

14. Statement of Benefit (detailed description of project or activity, who will benefit and in what way)

Purchase football uniform pants to enhance value of team participation for players. (See attachment for detailed description)

As President of the Spingarn Senior High School Football Booster Club as well as head coach, our group has been tasked to find the resources that will support full uniforms for the Spingarn football team.  I believe that providing matching uniforms would bolster the team’s pride and school spirit and lift morale throughout the school.   

I discovered when I came to Spingarn as a new coach that DCPS does not provide regular funding for athletics.  Last year, prior to my arrival at Spingarn, DCPS gave money to 17 high schools, including Spingarn, as a one-time thing.  But whoever was in charge of using those funds purchased new home jerseys, new away jerseys, new away pants, but no new home pants.  As a result, we are stuck with wearing mismatched home uniforms: black jerseys with green and yellow stripes and green pants with yellow stripes. 

The funds we are requesting in this proposal would purchase home pants to match the team’s home jerseys.  We need 45 pairs of pants to provide an appropriate range of sizes.  If, for example, we have 30 kids on the team and get 30 pairs of pants, including four size medium pants, but have 10 kids that wear medium, several players would have to wear pants that are too large, putting them at a disadvantage.  This actually happened last year: kids that needed mediums wore larges because that’s all we had to give them.   

Since DCPS doesn't provide regular funding for uniforms or other athletic equipment, it’s up to each school to raise funds to provide uniforms for its athletic teams.  The school earns money from football gate receipts, but those funds go directly into the school bank fund, not necessarily into a football or athletic account, where it can be used for school expenses like teacher supplies and luncheons.   So the football program doesn't see much or any of that money. I personally spent over $2,000.00 of my own money to fund football activities and wasn't reimbursed, not looking to be, it just comes with trying to rebuild or build a tradition.

The Booster Club has sought support from a variety of sources.  We do have our own fund raisers, going into my second year as coach, selling candy with the cheerleaders this year on a continuous basis.  We received $1500 for traveling to a game in West Virginia, but while the experience lifted the team’s morale, the cost of making the trip exhausted the $1500 and more.  We have asked several businesses in the community to help sponsor or donate to us, like Safeway, Redskins, Game Stop, Subway, Rainbow, H Street Café, but have not been successful.
The lack of uniforms affects more than just the members of the team.  A football team can increase school spirit and school pride within a school.  Football teams across the country also serve as catalysts for other athletic programs, and we want it to at Spingarn.   The football team’s main duty is to promote leadership, wisdom, courage and self esteem through our school.  Vince Lombardi once said, “Schools without football programs are in danger of becoming medieval study halls,” I agree. Football players can serve as the leaders for an educational institution, as we want our student athletes to do for Spingarn.   

Budget:

45 pair uniform pants @ $37.00 per Uniform =  $1665.00

No Meeting in September
ANC 6A Transportation & Public Space Committee Meeting Minutes

Capitol Hill Towers (900 G Street NE)

September 15, 2008

 

Meeting called to order 7:10 pm

Introductions (5 minutes)

a. Present: Shane Artim, Lance Brown, Commissioner David Holmes and Omar Mahmud, Chair.

Announcements
b. Bike DC Event Street Closures: September 27, 2008

i. Mr. Mahmud informed the committee there would be street closures along E. Capitol Street and other streets near RFK stadium for the upcoming Bike DC event

ii. Commissioner Holmes informed the committee there would be more closings along C Street NE, 17thStreet NE and 19th Street NE.

New Business

c. Ongoing C Street NE Issues with Ken Granata of Rosedale Citizens’ Alliance

i. Background: Mr. Granata proposes a redesign of C Street NE, which has been designated a “minor arterial” by DDOT, to curb the high volume traffic levels neighbors along the street now have to deal with.  Due to the street’s designation as a minor arterial, restrictions on certain types of vehicles and the implementation of certain traffic calming measures are not allowed.

ii. Mr. Granata requested meetings with DDOT a couple of years ago to discuss the C Street neighbors’ concerns.  Mr. Granata has also met with Councilmember Wells and MPD officials.

iii. DDOT recently conducted a study to determine the volume of traffic on C Street during commuting hours.  Although Mr. Granata has not learned the results yet, he estimates 30,000 plus vehicles travel westbound daily.  Mr. Granata reported that, according to the Capitol Hill Transportation Study, 90% of this traffic originates outside of the District.  Derrick Hardy of DDOT promised to forward Mr. Granata the recently completed study shortly.  Mr. Granata promised to inform our committee of the results once he receives a copy of the study.

iv. Mr. Granata would also like to establish C Street as a “green gateway” that would link to the Anacostia river trail.

v. Mr. Granata’s brainstorming sessions with Councilmember Wells and DDOT officials identified the 16th Street crossing as a choke point where westbound C Street traffic splits up.  Those at the session proposed moving the choke point to a point before 21st Street NE to divert the heavy congested traffic areas neighbors now experience.  DDOT indicated it would consider this proposal and agreed to do a study to determine the potential effects such a change would have on other parts of the neighborhood.

vi. Mr. Granata hopes DDOT will come up with a way to make C Street only two lanes each way by widening the median, installing bulbouts and implementing other infrastructure changes.  In addition, he hopes DDOT will also install signage reminding motorists that they are drving through a neighborhood with children playing, heavy pedestrian traffic, bicyclists, etc.  New striping and lighting would also be a part of the plan.

vii. Mr. Granata played a video he made of morning commute traffic traveling westbound on C Street during one light cycle.  The video showed very heavy traffic volumes and large commercial trucks traveling down the street.

viii. Mr. Granata reported that some progress has been made, such as new speed limit signs and a traffic camera at 18th and C Street.  However, all acknowledged that these are only small fixes for a much larger problem.  Mr. Brown made a point that the road needs to be redesigned to really have an impact.  Mr. Granata expressed his belief that the 11th Street Bridge project will help reduce the congestion along this corridor.  Some members of the committee expressed disagreement with this assertion.

ix. Mr. Granata asked to meet with our committee again to further brainstorm and seek solutions for improving the conditions along C Street NE.  Mr. Mahmud informed Mr. Granata that the committee stands ready to assist anyway we can.  Mr. Mahmud also expressed a desire to make C Street as liveable and walkable as possible.  Mr. Granata agreed to keep us in the loop on his efforts and to let us know if any specific ANC action will be helpful.

d. Sherwood Field Maintenance Request

i. Mr. Mahmud informed the committee of his desire to improve Sherwood Recreation Center’s field.

ii. Mr. Brown informed the committee he has dealt with Josh McPherson of the Department of Parks and Recreation on a request to improve volleyball facilities at another District park and that he proved to be quite helpful.  Mr. Brown agreed to forward Mr. Mahmud Mr. McPherson’s contact information so that we can start a request through him.

Old Business

e. 1400 Maryland Ave. NE Shell Station Follow-Up: Request for Volunteers

i. Mr. Mahmud informed the committee of the ANC’s efforts to date, including the recently granted request to consolidate DAG Petroleum’s public space applications into one hearing.  Approval of this request pushed back the public space hearing for one month.

ii. Neighborhood resident, Gilda Norris , came to the meeting to express support for the ANC’s effort to deny DAG Petroleum’s use of public space at 1400 Maryland Ave. NE.

iii. Mr. Mahmud informed the committee that Commissioner Schultheiss is in need of volunteers to help with this effort (gather petition signatures, research, web site content, etc.).  Ms. Norris indicated an interest in lending a hand to the effort.

f. H Street Streetcar Alliance Update

i. Mr. Mahmud informed the committee of a  meeting for key stakeholders to be held in October..  Mr. Brown expressed an interested in attending the meeting with Mr. Mahmud.

g. Maryland Ave./10th Street NE Crosswalk Markings Update

i. Mr. Mahmud informed the committee he recently received notice that his city service request to improve the signage and street striping to enhance pedestrian safety at this intersection had been completed.  However, a visual inspection of the intersection the day of the meeting by Mr. Mahmud indicated this not to be the case.  Mr. Mahmud passed around photos of the intersection and the intersection at 7th and Maryland NE, where the city has improved signage and street striping to enhance pedestrian safety.

ii. Given that neighborhood concerns about the safety of this intersection have not been addressed properly and that children regularly cross this dangerous intersection (it was pointed out that a playground exists at this intersection and a day care center is run nearby), Mr. Mahmud recommended the committee approve a follow up letter to DDOT on this issue..

iii. Mr. Mahmud made a motion that the committee recommend the ANC send a letter to DDOT requesting better signage and street striping at 10th and Maryland NE to enhance pedestrian safety.  Mr. Artim seconded the motion, which passed without objection.  Mr. Mahmud agreed to prepare a draft letter to be considered by the Commission.
Additional Community Comment

h. A concern was raised about the timing of lights along certain stretches of roadway and how that may contribute to motorists speeding through ANC 6A neighborhoods.  Mr. Brown  informed the committee he knows  a person at DDOT who has access to the light timing computer.  Mr. Brown agreed to contact this person and look into ways to address this issue.

Meeting adjourned at 8:13 pm.
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"Preserve America Community" Designation for the District of Columbia

WHEREAS, Preserve America is an initiative developed in cooperation with the federal Advisory Council on Historic Preservation, the U.S. Department of the Interior, and the U.S. Department of Commerce; and

 

WHEREAS, the goals of this initiative include a greater shared knowledge about our Nation’s past, strengthened regional identities and local pride, increased local participation in preserving the country’s irreplaceable cultural and natural heritage assets, and support for the economic vitality of communities; and

 

WHEREAS, this initiative is compatible with our interests and goals related to historic preservation at both the city-wide and neighborhood levels; and

 

WHEREAS, designation as a Preserve America Community will improve our ability to protect and promote its historical resources; now therefore be it

 

 

RESOLVED, that Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A supports the designation of the District of Columbia as a Preserve America Community.

 

==============================================

 

"Preserve America Community" Designation

 

This program recognizes and designates communities, including neighborhoods in large cities,that protect and celebrate their heritage, use their historic assets for economic development and community revitalization, and encourage people to experience and appreciate local historic resources through education and heritage tourism programs.

 

The chief practical benefit of designation is eligibility to apply for Preserve America grants. These grants do not fund bricks-and-mortar projects but rather help local communities develop sustainable resource management strategies and sound business practices for the continued preservation and use of heritage assets. Preserve America grants support planning, development, and implementation of activities and programs in heritage tourism such as surveying and documenting historic resources, interpreting historic sites, planning, marketing, and training. Successful applicants emphasize creative projects that promote and preserve the community’s

cultural resources.

 

This matching grants program began October 1, 2005. For every dollar of federal funds awarded, the grantee (the District) must supply a dollar of nonfederal matching funds (of cash or of necessary non-cash donations of services, equipment use, or supplies). The District’s eligible recipient for these matching grants is the State Historic Preservation Officer. The grants which are managed by the National Park Service, must be matched equally with non-federal funds. The FY 2008 federal budget included nearly $7.5 million for matching grants.

 

The grant and the non-federal match must be expended during the grant period (1 to 2 years). The minimum grant request is $20,000 federal share (resulting in a total project cost of $40,000). The maximum grant request is $250,000 (resulting in a total project cost of $500,000). SHPOs and THPOs may apply on behalf of a group of community projects, each seeking less than the $20,000 minimum grant. Preserve America funding would then be awarded to the SHPO or THPO and subgranted by them to these smaller projects in designated "Preserve America Communities." SHPOs and THPOs seeking funding through this mechanism will hold competitions for individual subgrants after receiving Preserve America funding and are not required to describe individual subgrants at the time the SHPO and THPO apply for funding.

 

All Preserve America grant funds must be distributed to a government entity, even if a non-profit organization is involved in the management of the grant project. 






This area is public space. Mr. Fiore would access his garage from this angle





Mr. Fiore’s current garage. Zero setback; the 4’ extension is Mr. Fiore’s property
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