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7:00 pm  Call to order, adopt agenda and approve previous meeting’s minutes. pg. 3 

7:05 Community Comments (2 minutes each) 

7:10 Community Presentations:  

1. Dr. Joy Kinard, National Parks Service 

2. Dr. Montgomery of Options Public Charter School 

7:30 Officer Reports: 

Chair (2 minutes) 

Vice-Chair (2 minutes) 

Secretary (2 minutes)  

Treasurer (2 minutes) pg. 18 

1. Approve treasurer’s report and previous month’s disbursements. 

2. Approve monthly photocopying expenses. 

7:40 Single Member District reports (2 minutes each) 

 Standing Committee Reports: 

7:55 Community Outreach pg. 20 

1. Approve committee report. 

2. Next meeting – 7:30pm, Dec. 20, 2010 

8:00 Alcohol Beverage Licensing pg. 22 

1. Approve committee report. 

2. Recommendation: ANC 6A not protest the license renewals of SOVA, Chapter II (Fruit 
Bat), or Rose's Dream. 

3. Recommendation: ANC protest the application for a substantial change by Rose’s 
Dream for a rooftop patio unless ANC 6A has an amended, signed and approved VA 
prior to the petition date of December 20, 2010. 

4. Next meeting – 7pm, Dec. 14, 2010 (NOTE: not the 3rd Tuesday)  



District of Columbia Government 
Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A 
Agenda for December 9, 2010 
 
2nd Thursdays at 7pm, Miner Elementary, 601 15th St., NE 
Public Meeting – All Are Welcome to Attend 

ANC 6A December 2010 Agenda Package. For more information, visit our website at www.anc6a.org  [2] 

 

 

 

8:05 Transportation and Public Space Committee pg. 24 

1. Approve committee report. 

2. Recommendation: ANC 6A send a letter regarding construction fence blocking public 
space around Capitol Hill Oasis town homes.  

3. Recommendation: ANC 6A send a letter of recommendation regarding Circulator 
Planning Study. 

4.  Next meeting – 7pm, Dec. 20, 2010 (3rd Monday) 

8:10  Economic Development and Zoning Committee pg. 29 

1. Approve committee report. 

2. Recommendation: ANC 6A send a letter to DCRA requesting that vacant properties 
within its boundaries be included in the next phase of the pilot program to map 
vacant properties and list their exemptions on a DCRA website. 

3. Recommendation: ANC 6A approve the ED&Z Framework for Considering Zoning 
Cases. 

4. Next meeting – 7pm, Dec. 15, 2010 (3rd Wednesday) 

8:20 Unfinished Business  

1. Language governing the use of the ANC 6A logo. (Robinson) 

8:25 New Business  

1. Motion to set the ANC 6A meeting day and time for 2011 meetings for the second 
Thursday at 7:00 at Miner Elementary School.(Holmes) 

2. Notice of intent to update ANC 6A bylaws. (Holmes) 

3. Motion to thank the retiring members of the Commission for their service. (Holmes) 

8:30 Community Comments Round II, time permitting (2 minutes each) 

8:35 Adjourn 
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Applicant’s Guide for Understanding How ANC 6A’s  

Economic Development and Zoning Committee Approaches Zoning Cases 

 

ANC 6A relies on its Economic Development and Zoning (ED&Z) Committee to hear zoning cases and 

provide recommendations to the full Commission.  Because ED&Z Committee recommendations are 

usually accepted by the full ANC, it is important for the Applicant to understand how the ED&Z 

committee considers zoning cases.  Below is a guide which explains: 1) The differences between special 

exceptions and variances 2) The principles by which the ED&Z committee considers cases, 3) The types 

of cases where the ED&Z Committee usually recommends support or opposition and 4) Tips for the 

applicant on presenting information to the Committee. 

 

Background on Zoning, Special Exceptions and Variances 

 

The purpose of DC’s zoning regulations is to: 

 

1. Provide adequate light and air; 

2. Prevent undue concentration of population and the overcrowding of land; and 

3. Provide distribution of population, business and industry, and use of land that will tend to 

create conditions favorable to transportation, protection of property, civic activity, and 

recreational, educational, and cultural opportunities; and that will tend to further economy and 

efficiency in the supply of public services. (11 DCMR Section 101.1) 

 

In order to achieve these objectives, zoning regulations impose restrictions on the height, mass, lot 

occupancy, and use of structures and also set parking and loading requirements. 

 

Sometimes the strict application of these rules is not necessary to achieve the stated objectives and 

the zoning regulations offer two basic types of zoning relief: Special exceptions and Variances.  Special 

exceptions (Section 3104) are meant for circumstances that are anticipated by the zoning regulations 

and for which the applicant will be granted relief if they meet the conditions spelled out in the zoning 

regulations. Variances (Section 3103) require a much higher burden of proof and are meant to apply to 

circumstances that were not anticipated by the zoning regulations.  A variance requires that the 

applicant prove three things: 1) The lot has an unusual configuration or topological conditions, 2) The 

strict application of the zoning regulations would result in exceptional practical difficulties or undue 

hardship, and 3) Granting the requested relief won’t significantly compromise the intent of the zoning 

regulations. 
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ED&Z Principles for Considering Zoning Cases: 

 

The following items are meant to provide the applicant with a guide to how the ED&Z committee 

approaches certain issues common in zoning cases. 

 

1. The ED&Z committee’s primary consideration for recommending ANC support will be whether 

the application meets the special exception or variance standards as laid out in the Zoning 

Regulations.  The Committee will also report to the ANC whether the applicant presented 

letters of support from immediate neighbors, whether there was any public support or 

opposition to the project and whether the Committee believes that there were unique 

circumstances that would justify ANC support or opposition to the BZA application. 

2. The ED&Z committee will consider the precedent for future cases when making 

recommendations to the ANC.  

3. The ED&Z committee will not consider examples of illegal construction as precedent for 

supporting a special exception or variance. 

4. The ED&Z committee will not consider illegal construction by the applicant as a basis for 

hardship. 

5. When a zoning case involves public space issues, the ED&Z committee shall consider whether 

the Applicant’s use of public space could be accommodated on private land. 

6. The ED&Z committee encourages adjacent neighbors to provide statements (e.g. letters and 

testimony) in support of or in opposition to a project. While it is desirable for an applicant to 

have letters of support, it is only one of the factors that the Committee considers when 

evaluating cases. 

 

Examples of cases where the ED&Z committee usually recommends support: 

 

1. The applicant proposes increasing a building’s lot occupancy to less than 70%. (Special 

Exceptions) Link to relevant case 

2. The applicant proposes increasing a building’s lot occupancy to greater than 70% and can satisfy 

the three conditions required for a variance.  In these cases, the applicant often has an 

extremely small lot and is asking for a small increase in the building envelope. Link to relevant 

case 

3. The applicant is only expanding the building’s envelope below ground. (Special Exceptions and 

Variances) Link to relevant case 

4. The applicant is seeking relief from parking requirements and can show that there is no 

vehicular access to the property without constructing a curbcut. (Variances) Link to relevant 

case 
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Examples of cases where the ED&Z committee usually recommends opposition: 

 

1. The applicant proposes increasing a building’s lot occupancy to 70% or greater and cannot show 

unique conditions or undue hardship. (Variances) 

2. The applicant is seeking to increase the total Floor Area Ratio (FAR) beyond what is permitted in 

the zone. (Variances) Link to relevant case 

3. The applicant proposes a project that does not conform to the design standards and guidelines 

of the H Street Zoning Overlay. (Special Exceptions and Variances) Link to relevant case 

 

Tips for presenting an application to the ED&Z Committee: 

 

1. The dimensions on all plans and plats should be consistent. 

2. Correctly calculating lot occupancy is very important.  It is best that someone who is familiar 

with DC Zoning regulations be consulted on these calculations.  For example, most people’s 

front yards are public space and should not be included in lot occupancy calculations.  In 

addition, doglegs less than 5 feet wide are counted against lot occupancy. 

3. When requesting a special exception, the applicant should show how the project meets each of 

the required conditions. 

4. When requesting a variance, the applicant should show how the project meets each of the 3 

conditions required for a variance. 

5. Letters of support from adjacent neighbors help establish that a proposed project won’t 

adversely impact the light, air or privacy of neighboring properties.  

6. Send any supplemental drawings, photographs and statements that were not in the BZA 

application to the ED&Z Committee Chair 10 days before the ED&Z meeting. The current Chair is 

Drew Ronneberg. He can be reached at 202-431-4305 or ronneberg6a02@gmail.com. 

7. If you have any questions about the process, please contact the ED&Z Committee Chair.   
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Ms. Linda Argo  
Director  
Department of Consumer and Regulatory Affairs  
941 North Capitol St. NE, Room 9500  
Washington, DC 20002  
 
 
Dear Ms. Argo: 
 
ANC6A has worked hard to address vacant and blighted property issues over the past several years.  Our 
Economic Development and Zoning Committee and citizen volunteers regularly assist DCRA with 
identifying and abating vacant properties in our neighborhoods.  ANC6A is currently in the process of 
finishing a complete update to our vacant and blighted property map and will be transmitting that 
information to DCRA in the coming weeks.   
 
ANC6A is pleased that DCRA is now partnering with community groups and ANCs on a pilot program 
regarding vacant property maps.  We particularly applaud the effort to publicly identify any exemptions 
which have been granted to vacant properties.  ANC6A hereby requests that that the neighborhood that 
it represents be included in this pilot program.  Because we have already created our own map of 
vacant and blighted properties, it should easily allow DCRA to partner with us.  In addition, we very 
much look forward to tracking the exemptions that have been granted to some of the long-vacant 
properties in our bounds.  
 
If you have any questions about this matter please feel free to contact Phil Toomajian.  Mr. Toomajian 
can be reached at ptoomajian@hotmail.com. 
 
On Behalf of the Commission,  
 
 
 
 
Kelvin J. Robinson  
Chair, Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A  
 
cc:  Tommy Wells, Councilmember, Ward 6 
 Muriel Bowser, Chair, Committee on Public Services and Consumer Affairs 
 Reuben Pemberton, III, Director, DCRA Office of Vacant Property  
 Michael Ruppert, DCRA Communications Director 
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November __, 2010 
 
Mr. Charles Brodsky 
Chairman, Alcohol Beverage Control Board 
Alcohol Beverage Regulatory Administration  
1250 U Street, NW, Third Floor 
Washington, DC 20009 
 
RE: Request to Reopen Fact Finding for Case #10-251-00198 
 
Dear Chairman Brodsky, 
 
At a regularly scheduled and properly noticed meeting on November 11, 2010, our Commission voted X-
X-X (with 5 Commissioners required for a quorum) to request that the Alcohol Beverage Control Board 
reopen its fact finding for Case #10-251-00198.  This case concerned a felony beating that took place 
inside XII Restaurant and Lounge on August 24, 2010.   
 
ANC 6A was given no notice of the October 27, 2010 fact-finding hearing and it appears that this 
hearing was only posted on the ABRA website on October 25, 2010. Because we were unaware of the 
hearing, we were unable to provide the Board with evidence that Mr. Allen Whittaker, ABC manager for 
XII, lied to Inspector Jones when he communicated that “the aggressor was taken directly to the two 
MPD Reimbursable Detail officers, who are hired every weekend, and who were waiting outside.” (ABRA 
Investigative Report #10-251-00198, p. 2).  Our ANC contacted Mr. David Kamperin, Commander, First 
District, regarding this incident and Commander Kamperin replied that “There was not clubzone 
working that night at the establishment or the H St detail. No indication on report that the suspects 
were given to any MPD members-and it appears Lt. Micciche’s account is accurate as the victim was 
apparently driven to the hospital and the first report of the assault to MPD was apparently at the 
hospital.” (email from Commander Kamperin is attached as Exhibit A) Commander Kamperin’s 
statement is supported by the fact that the police report for this incident was filed in the Fifth District, 
where the Hospital is located rather than the First District where the beating took place. 
 
Lying to an ABRA investigator is a very serious matter and  I hope the ABC board would investigate 
further in a fact finding hearing.  If the ANC is provided reasonable notice, we can provide a 
representative to attend the hearing. 
 
Please be advised that any ANC 6A Commissioner, as well as Adam Healy and Phil Toomajian are 
authorized to act on behalf of ANC 6A for the purposed of this case.  Commissioner Ronneberg can be 
reached at ronneberg6a02@gmail.com or (202) 431-4305. 
 
On behalf of the Commission, 
 
 
 
 
Kelvin J. Robinson 
Chair, Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A 
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From: Kamperin, David (MPD) <david.kamperin@dc.gov> 
Date: Mon, Sep 20, 2010 at 7:55 AM 
Subject: RE: Next Tuesday's ABL Committee Meeting 
To: Phil Toomajian <ptoomajian@gmail.com> 
Cc: "Parker, Vendette (MPD)" <Vendette.Parker@dc.gov> 
 

Phil 

There was not clubzone working that night at the establishment or the H St detail. No indication on report that the 
suspects were given to any MPD members-and it appears Lt. Micciche’s account is accurate as the victim was 
apparently driven to the hospital and the first report of the assault to MPD was apparently at the hospital. The club 
recently started a detail on Thursdays only- but let me double check to see if its been expanded.  

Also, the VA appears that it could be stronger with regards to public safety- most of VA dealt with more cosmetic 
approaches then enforcement, this is something the community may want to consider. I can forward some other VAs 
wherein language enables MPD to establish a detail, if in the interest of public safety (current VA has no such 
mention of any reimbursable details).  

Commander David K. Kamperin 
First District 
101 M St SW 
Washington, DC 20024 
  
Office: (202) 729-2037 
Fax:     (202) 442-8005 

 
 

 
 

 


