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7:00 pm  Call to Order 
  
7:02 pm Approve Previous Meeting’s Minutes, Adopt Agenda 
 
7:05 pm Community Presentation 
 Report from Mayor Bowser’s office (Seth Shapiro/Frank Maduro) (5 minutes) 
 Update from Monument Academy on construction at old Gibbs School (5 minutes) 
  
7:15 pm Officer Reports 

Chair (2 minutes) 
Vice-Chair (2 minutes) 
Secretary (2 minutes)  
Treasurer (2 minutes)  pg. 12 
1. Accept Treasurer’s Report 

 
 Standing Committee Reports: 
7:23 pm Community Outreach  pg. 14 

1. Approve committee report. 
2. No meeting in July 2015.  Next meeting – 7:00 pm, August 17, 2015 (3rd Monday)  

 
7:25 pm Alcohol Beverage Licensing  p. 17 

1. Approve committee report. 
2. Recommendation: The ANC take no action concerning the patio expansion plans of 

Lattice Partners LLC t/a Copycat Co. 
3. Suggested Motion: The ANC authorize a protest of the request for a change from a 

CR to CT license by Da Luft at 1242 H Street NE, if the ABL Committee recommends 
such a protest at its July 21, 2015 meeting, and authorize the Co-Chairs of the ABL 
Committee and the Chair of the ANC to represent the ANC in such a matter. 

4. Suggested Motion: The ANC approve the settlement agreement with IMM on H at 
1360 H Street NE and support a stipulated license provided that the placard for IMM 
on H's license shows that it is not requesting a summer garden endorsement 

5. Next meeting – 7:00 pm, July 21, 2015 (3rd Tuesday) 
 

7:40 pm Transportation and Public Space Committee  pg. 36 
1. Approve committee report. 
2. Recommendation: ANC 6A send a letter of support to DDOT for the Ben's Chili Bowl 

public space application related to installation of panda statue in front of the store 
at the corner of 10th and H Street NE, with the condition that the owners consider 
moving the statue if the ANC receives complaints about it blocking pedestrian 
traffic/right-of-way. 

3. Recommendation: ANC 6A send a letter of support to DDOT for the Mia's 
Coffeehouse public space application related to a sidewalk cafe at 1500 A Street NE, 
with the condition that the owners agree to reasonable use and maintenance 
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requirements from the ANC, which will be presented to DDOT for attachment to the 
public space permit. 

4. Suggested Motion: ANC 6A send a letter to DDOT expressing its views regarding a 
proposed curb cut at 746 Nineteenth (19th) Street NE. 

5. Next meeting – 7:00 pm, July 13, 2015 (3rd Monday) 
 

7:55 pm Economic Development and Zoning  pg. 61 
1. Approve committee report 
2. Recommendation: ANC write a letter to  the Bureau of Zoning Adjustment (BZA) in 

support of a variance from the off-street parking requirements under § 2101 in 
connection with the operation of a medical office at 702 15th Street NE (BZA 19021) 
on the following conditions: 1) Operating hours are restricted to 9:00 am to 5:30 pm 
on weekdays.  After 6:00 pm, the parking lot gate will be closed and locked and the 
parking lot accessible only to those entities permitted by the applicant to access the 
lockbox for the gate.  Any cars parked after hours on the lot with the permission of 
the applicant must be removed prior to 9:00 am on the following weekday morning; 
2) No more than thirty-six (36) patients may be present on the premises at any given 
time.  No more than twelve (12) staff members may be present on the premises at 
any given time.  The applicant will use best efforts to evenly allocate the presence 
of patients over the course of the day; 3) The applicant will provide fourteen (14) 
onsite parking spaces for the use of patients and staff; 4) The applicant will provide 
incentives for staff and patients to use public transit, to carpool, and/or to be 
dropped off by another driver. These incentives will include the applicant making 
available Metro tokens and/or fare cards; 5) The applicant will provide a bicycle 
rack for the use of patients and staff that can hold from fifteen (15) to twenty (20) 
bicycles; 6) Loitering, gathering, and smoking in front of the building will be actively 
monitored and will not be tolerated; 7) Double parking and idling on the streets 
outside the building will be actively monitored and will not be tolerated; 8) All 
children on the premises are required to be accompanied by an adult; 9) If there is 
an issue involving compliance with any of the foregoing conditions, the applicant will 
contact ANC 6A to discuss the issue; 10) The applicant will provide the ANC and 
neighbors with a point of telephone contact.  In addition, applicant is to use best 
efforts to obtain as many letters of support as possible from neighboring property 
owners as possible prior to the July 9, 2015 ANC meeting. 

3. Recommendation: ANC write a letter to the Bureau of Zoning Adjustment (BZA) in 
support of variances from the lot occupancy requirements under § 403.2, the rear 
yard requirements under § 404.1, and the addition to a non-conforming structure 
requirements under § 2001.3 to allow the construction of a rear deck to the existing 
two-story, one-family dwelling at 1007 F Street NE (BZA 19064), on the condition 
that the applicant use best efforts to obtain letters of support from the owners of 
the properties at 1008 and 1010 Maryland Avenue NE prior to the July 9,2015 ANC 
meeting. 

4. No meeting in July 2015. Next meeting – 7:00 pm, August 19, 2015 (3rd Wednesday) 
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8:15 pm New Business pg. 66 
1. Letter of support for immersion curriculum for Miner Elementary (5 minutes) 
2. Letter to DDOT requesting immediate attention to unaddressed, 2 year old request 

for sidewalk repair adjacent to Sherwood Recreation Center (901 G St NE) SRN 13-
00176040. (2 Minutes) 

 
8:22 pm Single Member District reports (2 minutes each) 
 
8:38 pm Community Comments (2 minutes each) 
 
8:50 pm Adjourn 
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Advisory Neighborhood Commission (ANC) 6A 

Minutes 
Miner Elementary School 

June 11, 2015 
 
 
Present: Commissioners Phil Toomajian (Chair), Matt Levy, Patrick Malone, Sondra Phillips-Gilbert, Calvin 
Ward, and Stephanie Zimny 
 
The meeting convened at 7:00 pm. 
 
1. The minutes for the ANC May 2015 meeting and the agenda for the June 2015 meeting were approved 

without changes or objection. 
 

2. Community Presentations 
Amazing Love Health Services, LLC 
Mr. Thomas Moore, Director of Behavioral Health, gave a brief overview of the services offered 
through the facility which will focus on addressing general health needs, with an emphasis on mental 
health.  Mr. Moore indicated that this facility has been in operation for approximately two (2) weeks 
to date. 
 
Representatives from Mayor Bowser’s Office 
Mr. Seth Shapiro, Mayor Bowser’s Ward 6 Outreach Service Specialist, was in attendance.  
 
Ms. Kanguen (Kelly) Jeong, Office on Asian and Pacific Islander Affairs, gave a brief presentation of 
the services offered through this office. Ms. Jeong, advised that they are promoting further outreach 
to members of the Asian community, including small business owners, in an effort to respond to issues 
of specific concern. 
 

3. Officers Reports 
Chairman Phil Toomajian spoke in tribute of Ms. Charnice Milton, a reporter for the Hill Rag, who was 
killed in a random neighborhood shooting last month.   
 
Chairman Toomajian reported that the Community Outreach Committee (COC) would host a meeting 
with community members working to bring an immersion curriculum to Miner Elementary and that the 
Transportation and Public Space Committee (TP&S) would be considering uses for the H Street 
Performance Parking community benefits funds.   
 
Treasurer’s Report: Commissioner Stephanie Zimny presented the Treasurer’s Report. The opening 
balance in the checking account was $14,695.52, with a forwarding balance of $4,481.70. The savings 
account balance was $13,720.56. There were disbursements of $450.00 to Irene Dworakowski (Check 
1704) $250.00 for agenda/web master services and $200.00 for May 2015 agenda package; $200.00 to 
Gail John (Check 1705) for May 2015 minutes; $196.00 to FedEx office (May 2015 statement) (Check 
1706); leaving a balance of $18,275.93 in the checking account and $13,720.56, with a $.021 interest 
deduction in the savings account.  The report was accepted without objection.  
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4. Committee Reports 
Community Outreach Committee 
The COC report was accepted without objection. 

 
Motion: The COC moved and Commissioner Sondra Phillips-Gilbert seconded a motion that ANC6A 
approve moving the COC’s monthly meeting day to the fourth Monday of each month, pending 
availability of space at Maury Elementary and following sufficient public notice and discussion. The 
motion passed (6-0).  
 
Motion: Chairman Toomajian moved and Commissioner Phillips-Gilbert seconded a motion to accept 
Pat Joseph’s resignation from the Community Outreach Committee and to send a letter of 
appreciation her years of service to the community. The motion passed (6-0).  

 
Alcohol Beverage Licensing (ABL) 
The ABL report was accepted without objection. 

 
Transportation and Public Space Committee 
No Committee Report. Committee did not meet in May 2015. 
 
Motion: The TPS Committee moved and Commissioner Phillips-Gilbert seconded a motion to send a 
letter to DPW requesting enforcement action regarding parking on sidewalk and public space at the 
northwest corner of Fourteenth (14th) and East Capitol Streets NE. The motion passed (4-0-2). 

 
Economic Development and Zoning Committee (ED&Z) 
The ED&Z report was accepted without objection. 
 
Motion: The ED&Z Committee moved and Chairman Toomajian seconded a motion that the ANC send a 
letter in support of the design for historic review purposes regarding 242 Tenth (10th) Street NE to the 
Historic Preservation Review Board (HPRB). Chairman Toomajian offered a friendly amendment to 
send the letter to HRPB staff because the matter was being handled at a staff level, which was 
accepted. The motion as amended passed (6-0). 
 
Motion: The ED&Z Committee moved and Chairman Toomajian seconded a motion to write a letter to 
the Bureau of Zoning Adjustment (BZA) in support of variance from the off-street structures 
requirements under § 411.5 and 770.6, the HS-A Overlay requirements under § 1320.4(f) and the HS 
Overlay Design and Special Exception requirements under § 1324.10 and 1325.1, to allow construction 
of a new four (4) story, mixed use building with ground floor retail containing thirty-six (36) 
residential dwelling units at 1300 H Street NE (BZA 19026). Chairman Toomajian offered a friendly 
amendment to add a second letter to the Department of Consumer and Regulatory Affairs (DCRA) to 
request that an H Street address be assigned to the entire development, which was accepted. The 
motion as amended passed (6-0). 
  

5. Single Member District (SMD) reports 
Commissioner Phillips-Gilbert provided an update on several community projects. Commissioner 
Phillips-Gilbert also mentioned ongoing efforts to establish a language immersion program for Miner 
Elementary School and advised of a presentation to take place at the June 15, 2015 COC meeting, as 
well as of a June 13, 2015 meeting at Rosedale Community Center. 
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Commissioner Matt Levy advised that a Neighborhood Watch Training session will take place on June 
25, 2015 at the Brent Elementary School, 301 North Carolina Avenue SE, at 7:00 pm. Commissioner 
Levy also spoke briefly about crime issues and the resultant increased presence of Metropolitan Police 
Department (MPD) officers.  
 
Chairman Toomajian gave an update on the ongoing talks with city officials regarding the activities at 
Sherwood Recreation Center.  Chairman Toomajian also mentioned the need for a resurfacing or a 
change of the surface on the playground at the Ludlow-Taylor Elementary School where several 
children have received injuries. 
 
Commissioner Patrick Malone spoke about ongoing efforts to resolve residential parking issues around 
construction sites. 
 
Commissioner Calvin Ward spoke about need for speed humps on Nineteenth (19th) Street NE between 
C and D Streets NE. He also spoke about crime concerns in the area around Nineteenth (19th) Street 
NE.  
 
Commissioner Zimny spoke briefly about residential parking on F Street, NE in addition to mentioning 
trash collection issues on Fourteenth (14th) Place NE.  

 
6. New Business 

Commissioner Zimny moved, and Commissioner Philips-Gilbert seconded, the nomination of Mr. Matt 
Turkstra to the ED&Z Committee. The motion passed (6-0). 

 
7. Community Comments  

Member of the community spoke about crime concerns around the Nineteenth (19th) Street NE area. 
There were also mentions about after-hours activity near the parking lot adjacent to the Amazing 
Love Health Services building.  
 

The meeting adjourned at 8:30 pm. 
 

http://www.anc6a.org/


Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A 
Community Presentations 

 
 

 
ANC 6A Agenda Package | July 2015 | For more information go to www.anc6a.org. 7 

 
 

http://www.anc6a.org/


Commission Letters of June 11, 2015 Meeting 
 

 
 

 
ANC 6A Agenda Package | July 2015 | For more information go to www.anc6a.org. 8 

 

http://www.anc6a.org/


Commission Letters of June 11, 2015 Meeting 
 

 
 

 
ANC 6A Agenda Package | July 2015 | For more information go to www.anc6a.org. 9 

http://www.anc6a.org/


Commission Letters of June 11, 2015 Meeting 
 

 
 

 
ANC 6A Agenda Package | July 2015 | For more information go to www.anc6a.org. 10 

 

http://www.anc6a.org/


Commission Letters of June 11, 2015 Meeting 
 

 
 

 
ANC 6A Agenda Package | July 2015 | For more information go to www.anc6a.org. 11 

http://www.anc6a.org/


Officer Reports – Treasurer 
 

 
 

 
ANC 6A Agenda Package | July 2015 | For more information go to www.anc6a.org. 12 

http://www.anc6a.org/


Officer Reports – Treasurer 
 

 
 

 
ANC 6A Agenda Package | July 2015 | For more information go to www.anc6a.org. 13 

 

 

http://www.anc6a.org/


Committee Reports 
Community Outreach Committee (COC) 

 
 

 

 
ANC 6A Agenda Package | July 2015 | For more information go to www.anc6a.org. 14 

Minutes 
ANC 6A Community Outreach Committee (COC) of 

Advisory Neighborhood Commission (ANC) 6A 
Regular Meeting – June 15, 2015 
 Maury Elementary School 

1250 Constitution Avenue NE, Washington, DC 
 
Meeting called to order at 7:07 pm. 
 
COC members present:  Roni Hollmon, Gladys Mack, Dana Wyckoff (Co-Chair) 
COC members absent:  Jean Kohanek, Raphael Marshall (Co-Chair), Joyce West, Shirley Worthy 
ANC Commissioners present:  Sondra Phillips-Gilbert, Stephanie Zimny 
Community members present:  Gimbiya Kettering-Lim, Holly Harper, Nicole Coomber, Mulikat 
Sarumi, Frannie Wooten, Hannah Lewis, Edward Minor, Ed Gilbert, Mary Chang and Leif Findberg. 
 
I. Community Presentation 

Dual Language (Mandarin) Proposal for Miner Elementary School (ES) – presented by Gimbiya 
Kettering-Lim.  (Handouts attached). 
 
Ms. Kettering-Lim and other community members are interested in bringing a second dual-
language immersion program to Ward 6 Elementary Schools.  Currently there is a Spanish-
language program at Tyler Elementary School (ES).  The proposal presented by Ms. Kettering-
Lim is for a Mandarin Chinese program at Miner ES.  The group has spoken with District of 
Columbia Public Schools (DCPS) officials and are seeking input and support from the community, 
the Miner Parent Teacher Organization (PTO)/parents, the Miner principal, the ANCs, and the 
Ward 6 Education Committee. 
 
Dual-language immersion programs aim to bring the student to a level-4 (of 5) proficiency in the 
language.  At least half of the instruction time would be in the “partner language,” Mandarin.  
Math and science would be taught in Mandarin, while language arts would be taught in Mandarin 
and English. 
 
Ms. Kettering-Lim noted that studies over more than thirty (30) years show that immersion 
language programs yield improvement in academics and test scores, and that participants test a 
half-grade ahead in English.  There are benefits to the schools that have such programs, 
including increased enrollment, higher test/academic scores, and more parental involvement 
in the school.  There are also community benefits, such as less disruptive behavior inside and 
outside the school, more involvement between the school and the surrounding neighborhood, 
and retention of families seeking good schools. 
 
Currently, DCPS offers only Spanish as a language option.  Ms. Kettering-Lim said (and others in 
the audience agreed) that DCPS does not have a long-term plan for education and programs.  
Mandarin Chinese is considered a ‘critical needs language’ for business and international affairs 
and more schools nationwide are teaching or starting Mandarin language programs.  A local 
example is the Yu Ying charter school in Brookland, which had nineteen (19) open slots for its 
Chinese immersion program and had 11,000 applications. 
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Ms. Kettering-Lim noted that Miner is a “Title 1” school (the federal government program to close 
the achievement gap between low-income and other students through remedial education, 
instruction, counseling, parental involvement and program improvement).  She said that in the 
past school year, there were ninety-two (92) homeless children at the school, the highest 
percentage in the city.  Ms. Kettering-Lim said there is a ‘downward trend’ in test scores and 
enrollment; and provided graphs (attached) that showed falling reading scores from 2010-2014, 
and declining math scores from 2010-2013, with a slight rise in 2013-14.   
 
Ms. Kettering-Lim said that the Pre-K3 and 4 classes are highly sought-after by parents but that 
many chose to leave for other in-bounds or charter schools after kindergarten, because of poor 
performance and inadequate resources in higher grades.  Miner has recently lost one of the 
science teachers due to decreasing enrollment.  Many audience members (at least one on the 
Miner PTO) echoed these concerns about school performance in grades 1 through 5.  One man 
said that all three of his closest neighbors plan to move their children to other schools once they 
finish Pre-K3/4.  Nicole Coomber, who lives in 7D (Kingman Park), said she is putting her older son 
into first grade at another school because of concerns about Miner’s lack of resources. 
 
There was general and prolonged discussion about the quality and consistency of the academic 
standards and programs at Miner; Committee Member Roni Hollmon stressed that consistent and 
long-term participation in the school’s PTO was vital to ensure a voice at DCPS, the Education 
Committee, etc., and within the school.  She offered to communicate with and provide guidance 
to audience members and the Miner PTO representative (this has been done). 

 
Committee Member Hollmon noted that since DCPS currently does not offer Chinese in middle or 
high schools, the language skills would not continue past the elementary school level.  She also 
said that Eliot-Hine Middle School (MS) is awaiting International Baccalaureate (IB) accreditation, 
and asked if there would be support extended to the middle schools and high schools.  Ms. 
Kettering-Lim said that IB and immersion fit together well and that the process should include 
advocating for specialized teacher patterns for remedial language education for those who did 
not study the language during elementary school.  She added that a dual language program in 
elementary school would have a cascading effect on students as they move to middle and high 
schools, with better test scores and learning skills.  The group plans to meet with officials at 
Eastern High School, Eliot-Hine MS and other schools. 
 
Committee Member Hollmon also asked how a parent would help a child with Mandarin 
homework.  Ms. Kettering-Lim said that there would be homework support for both the children 
and parents, as well as online ‘portals’ and printouts for parents.  Increased parent-teacher 
meetings are also part of the program.   
 
Committee Member Gladys Mack asked why Mandarin Chinese is being suggested as a ‘partner’ 
language, why at Miner ES, and does DCPS have adequate materials and teachers for such a 
program. Ms. Kettering-Lim said that Mandarin is a global/business language now and for the 
future and that Miner has adequate space for a program. To attract and keep students, and really, 
their parents, the school has to perform better beyond Pre-K3 and K4. If the program is 
approved, a teacher and materials would be provided by DCPS. 
 
Commissioner Stephanie Zimny asked what the next steps are for the group.  Ms. Kettering-Lim 
said they will hold additional community meetings over the next few months to build interest and 
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support.  DCPS requires that the school principal formally request a program, so outreach will 
center on getting the principal to agree and on identifying interested pupils (40 to 60 the first 
year).  They will also request a letter of support from ANC 6A and other pertinent ANCs (i.e., 7D), 
and from the Council Member, the PTO, the Ward 6 Education Committee and the ANC 6A 
community.  They are also seeking representation on the Local School Advisory Committee (LSAT).   
 
Co-Chair Dana Wyckoff thanked Ms. Kettering-Lim for her presentation, and offered a forum for 
the group at future COC meetings and noted that the ANC would discuss education issues at a 
future meeting. 
 
Community discussion then switched to public safety issues, specifically around Fifteenth (15th) 
and C Streets NE.  Co-Chair Wyckoff offered to send safety tips and Metropolitan Police 
Department (MPD) contact information to the audience member (done).   

 
II. Committee Business 

The next regularly scheduled meeting of the Committee will be August 17, 2015. 
 

III. Old Business 
Due to time limitations, this was not discussed. 

 
IV. New Business 

Due to time limitations, this was not discussed. 
 

V. Meeting adjourned at 8:27 pm. 
 
 

The next regular meeting of the ANC 6A COC 
Monday, August 17, 2015 at 7:00 pm 

Maury Elementary School, 1250 Constitution Ave NE 
(enter from 200 block of Thirteenth (13th) Street) 
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Minutes 

Alcoholic Beverage Licensing (ABL) Committee 
Advisory Neighborhood Commission (ANC) 6A 

June 16, 2015 
 
Pursuant to notice duly given, a meeting of the Alcoholic Beverage Licensing Committee 
(“Committee”) of ANC 6A was held commencing at 7:00 pm on June 16, 2015 at Sherwood Recreation 
Center, 640 Tenth (10th) Street NE, Washington, DC 20002. 
 
Committee Members Present: Jay Williams (Co-Chair), Michael Herman, Roger Caruth, and Justin 
Rzepka. 
Committee Members Absent: David Oberting and Christopher Seagle (Co-Chair). 
Commissioners Present: None. 
Community Members Present: Devin Gong (Lattice Partners/Copycat Co.) and Coralie Farlee (ABC 
Committee, ANC 6D). 
 
I. Call to Order 

Mr. Williams called the meeting to order at 7:05 pm.  The meeting having been duly convened 
was ready to proceed with business with a quorum. There were no additions or edits to the 
agenda as published. 

II. Community Comment 
None. 

 
III. Old Business 

A. Mr. Williams provided updates on the ongoing protests of certain establishments. 

 Touche’s license renewal was dismissed for failure to attend the roll call hearing, but was 
reinstated upon request by Touche (they explained that they had been stuck in traffic).  
The ANC will negotiate terms of a Settlement Agreement with the establishment, but Mr. 
Williams was unsure if one would be reached. 

 Mr. Williams will be attending mediation with Jumbo Liquors soon to negotiate an updated 
Settlement Agreement. 

 The ANC and a group of protestants had reached a Settlement Agreement with Master 
Liquors. 

 
IV. New Business 

None. 
 

A. Discussion of patio expansion plans of Lattice Partners LLC t/a Copycat Co at 1110 H 
Street NE (Class “C” Tavern) (License Number ABRA-096474). 

 Mr. Williams introduced Mr. Gong, who was in attendance to describe the establishment’s 
plans for its patio expansion.   

 Mr. Gong stated that their license already has a summer garden endorsement and they are 
in the process of enclosing the back for a patio. 

 Trash bins will be completely enclosed and not located on public space. 

 Mr. Gong stated that his primary concern is to make sure that any noise issues raised by 
neighbors are taken care of.   
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 The plan for the patio is an extension of the first floor interior space, where they will be 
serving food and have the look and feel of a concession stand at a ballpark. 

 Mr. Gong described efforts in noise cancellation including high cinder block walls and 
pointing speakers towards the building.   

 Mr. Gong stated he hoped to keep the patio open from 5:00 pm to last call (which is 1:30 
am on weeknights and 2:30 am on weekends).   

 Mr. Williams noted that Copycat’s current Settlement Agreement stated that there would 
be no music on the patio.  Mr. Gong acknowledged this and stated that if that was in the 
agreement, he would not put music on the patio. 

 Mr. Gong agreed to provide his cell phone number in these minutes (914-826-3376) and 
stated that neighbors who had noise complaints could call him directly. 

 Mr. Williams asked what the timeline was for opening the patio.  Mr. Gong stated he 
expected it to be ready in five weeks, but it could take up to eight weeks. 

 Mr. Herman asked what the occupancy of the patio would be.  Mr. Gong stated it would be 
twenty-four (24) individuals. 

 
Mr. Williams moved/Mr. Herman seconded that the ANC take no action concerning the patio 
expansion plans of Lattice Partners LLC t/a Copycat Co.  The motion carried 4-0. 

 
V. Adjourn 

The Committee adjourned at 7:20 pm. 
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Minutes 
ANC 6A Transportation & Public Space Committee Meeting 

 Capitol Hill Towers (900 G Street, NE) 
June 15, 2015 - 7:00 pm 

 

I. Meeting called to order at approximately 7:00 pm 

II.  Introductions  
Committee members present:  Co-chairs Omar Mahmud and Todd Sloves, Elizabeth Nelson, Jeff 
Fletcher, Lara Levison, and Andrea Adleman. 

III. Announcements  

IV.   Community Comment  

A. Two representatives of the Amalgamated Transit Union (ATU) announced that the streetcar 
companies (Midtown Group and McDonald Transit) had laid off eight (8) workers for engaging in 
union activity and encouraged attendees to sign a petition. 

V. New Business 

A. Application from Ben’s Chili Bowl (1001 H Street NE) for placement of statue on public space  
i.  This item was moved up on the agenda. Mr. Frank White represented Ben’s Chili Bowl in asking 

for support of placement of a statue—a fiberglass panda or something similar—outside their 
restaurant on H Street NW.  Topics discussed:  the degree of setback (more than the required 
seven (7) feet), possibility of vandalism, whether there would be enough space for pedestrians 
to pass by without crowding, and whether DC law/regulations allowed setting a time limit on 
the placement of the statue. 

ii.  Co-chair Omar Mahmud offered a motion that the ANC send a letter of support to the 
District Department of Transportation (DDOT) for placement of the statue with a condition 
that Ben’s Chili Bowl would be willing to discuss relocating the statue if the ANC receives 
complaints about blocking pedestrian traffic.   
1. Ms. Nelson offered an alternative motion for the ANC to support placement of the 

statue for a period of five (5) years.  There was no second. 
2. Second for the original motion: Fletcher.  Voted yes: Adleman, Levison, Sloves, 

Mahmud, Fletcher.  Voted no: Nelson.  The motion was adopted (5-1). 

VI. Update from Streetcar Team 

A. Ralph Burns, Deputy Associate Director of DDOT, and Manager of the streetcar project, gave the 
update: 
i.  Mayor Bowser and the DDOT Director are committed to continuing the project.  The focus is on 

the East-West segment, Georgetown to Benning Road.  The segment from the Langston Hughes 
golf course to the Benning Road metro is in the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) phase, 
i.e. environmental review and planning. The Union Station to Georgetown segment is also in the 
NEPA process. 

ii.  The Mayor and Director asked the American Public Transit Association (APTA) to do a complete 
assessment; found no fatal flaws; made eighteen (18) recommendations, 50% of which are now 
complete, and the others have a work plan. From the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) 
readiness review, only two (2) open items remain (schedule, fares?). To resolve the problem of 
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the streetcars scraping platforms, some construction is needed on three to five (3-5) loading 
docks to trim them back, and alterations to cars are needed as well. 

iii.   Safety campaign: Doing outreach to schools (nine (9) assemblies - toolkits to the other schools); 
outreach team working to get people to park inside the white lines, and pedestrians to take care 
crossing and stop jaywalking. 

iv.   Next: Three (3) weeks of final pre-revenue operation service, including 54 exercises. 
v.   Q&A topics 

 Doing outreach to cab drivers via an email blast.  Co-Chair Sloves recommended doing the 
same to Uber and Lyft.   

 They have an operator under contract for this segment: Rap Dev McDonnell Transit – a 
European company (runs parts of London Tube) and a Virginia company (as Tucson contract) 
that will operate and maintain.  

 DDOT sets the fare.   

 Using an IPT (integrated premium transit) approach that includes design, build, operation, and 
maintenance all in one contract is not likely for the other segments. 

VII.  Returned to New Business 

A. Presentation from the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority (WMATA) and DDOT on 
changes to 96 bus route 
i. Presenters were Spring Wirth, DDOT bus planner, and Dave Arian, WMATA. The 96 bus will be 

rerouted starting Sunday, June 21, 2015 from East Capitol Street to Massachusetts Avenue. The 
agency presented the proposed changes to ANC 6C at their meeting, and ANC 6C’s 
Transportation Committee worked with them on bus stop site selection.  A map showing the 
stops was provided. A bikeshare station may be added at one of the stop locations. 

ii. Background 
This is one of the longest bus routes (three (3) hours round trip).  The goal is to shorten the 
route, avoid congestion, and stop using the circuitous route around the Capitol that began after 
the 9/11 street closings. They did a study, held a public hearing, and the Board of Directors 
approved the change. 

iii.  Concerns raised 

 WMATA could have let people on Massachusetts Avenue know that the bus was coming back. 

 Congestion may not be better on this route - it is slow getting around Stanton Park, and 
getting into Lincoln Park.  

 There is a dangerous corner at Massachusetts and Tenth (10th) Streets NE.  

 ANC6A did not receive notice of the route change.  

 Will there be a formal evaluation?  WMATA evaluates bus routes every year. Co-Chairs Mahmud 
and Sloves requested that WMATA get back to the Committee with the review. 

B. Application from Mia’s Coffeehouse (1500 A Street NE) for placement of sidewalk café on public 
space 
i. Jeff Diaz spoke for himself and his wife, Jenohn, about their new coffee house and their 

request for seven (7) tables (fourteen (14) seats) outside.  The hearing is July 23, 2015. Q&A 
included trash storage; which parts of the area are actually in public space; the proposed 
hours of business (Monday-Thursday, 6:00 am-6:00 pm); trash will be collected by a staff 
person/busboy; possibility of early morning noise; no indoor seating under current certificate 
of occupancy—they are seeking a change to this; no amplified sound or music planned.   

ii. Two (2) neighbors spoke in support of the café. The owners have done great outreach. The 
previous market was a problem; we are begging for this—really excited.  Another neighbor 
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expressed some concerns about trash. Commissioner Calvin Ward expressed support for the 
café also. Co-Chair Mahmud stated that trash cans have to be on private space, not public 
space. Mahmud said he would send the owners a set of conditions that can then be presented 
to the full ANC.  

iii. Co-chair Mahmud offered a motion to lend support to Mia’s Coffeehouse for a public 
space permit, including conditions similar to those that the ANC has requested for other 
cafes using public space. Second: Sloves.  Motion passed (6-0) with no opposition. 

C. Application from Tony’s Breakfast (1387 H Street NE) for placement of enclosed garbage 
containment area on public space 
i. Justine Choe, owner, presented her request. She does not yet have an application for use of 

public space.  She has had complaints about the appearance of the exposed trash cans and 
wants to build an enclosure for them.  The trash is collected every day. The cans are currently 
stored on public space.  The landlord is very unhelpful regarding other storage options. Ms. 
Choe is here because ANC Commissioner Stephanie Zimny called her about this issue a couple 
of weeks ago.  

ii. Co-Chair Mahmud noted that, technically, Tony’s Breakfast needed permission to put the trash 
cans there in the first place.  He does not recall ANC support for an application to store trash 
on public space and thinks Matthew Marcou, Chair of the DDOT Public Space Committee, 
would not approve it. Chupacabra Taqueria had to find a place to store their trash across the 
street.  Mr. Mahmud advised Ms. Choe to look into other options and update the Committee in 
July 2015. 

D. Consideration of and community input on opportunities for using H Street Performance Parking 
Funds in ANC 6A 

i. Limited time available for this discussion.  Co-Chair Sloves will ask Commissioner Toomajian 
about the timeline. What are the boundaries of the area for using these funds?  Ask the residents 
for ideas? 

VIII. Meeting adjourned at 8:49 pm. 
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July ___, 2015 

  

Mr. Matthew Marcou 

Deputy Director for Public Space Regulation 

District Department of Transportation 

55 M Street SE, Suite 400 

Washington, DC 20003 

 

Re:  Public space application for placement of a panda bear statue at 1001 H Street NE 

  

Dear Mr. Marcou, 

  

At a regularly scheduled and properly noticed meeting1 on July 9, 2015, our Commission voted X-X (with 5 

Commissioners required for a quorum) to express our conditional support for the above-referenced public space 

application. 

   

Our expression of support for placement of the proposed statue in public space is conditioned upon the applicant’s 

agreement that it will make a sincere effort to address any future ANC concerns about the placement of the statue if the 

placement interrupts the pedestrian right of way and sidewalk access, including removal of the statue to another 

location if necessary.  This condition has been negotiated with and agreed to by representatives of the ANC and a 

representative of the applicant. 

   

Thank you for giving consideration to our ANC’s feedback on this public space proposal.  We respectfully request that 

you include the above-described condition to any approved public space application for this applicant.  Should you 

wish to discuss this letter with the Commission, please feel free to reach out to me at philanc6a@gmail.com or the 

ANC 6A Vice-Chair, J. Omar Mahmud, at mahmud6a01@gmail.com. 

  

On behalf of the Commission, 

 

Phil Toomajian 

Chair, Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A 

 

                                            
1  ANC 6A meetings are advertised electronically on anc6a-announce@yahoogroups.com, anc-6a@yahoogroups.com, and 

newhilleast@yahoogroups.com, at www.anc6a.org, and through print advertisements in the Hill Rag. 

http://www.anc6a.org/
mailto:anc6a-announce@googlegroups.com
mailto:anc-6a@yahoogroups.com
mailto:newhilleast@yahoogroups.com
http://www.anc6a.org/
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July ___, 2015 

  

Mr. Matthew Marcou 

Deputy Director for Public Space Regulation 

District Department of Transportation 

55 M Street SE, Suite 400 

Washington, DC 20003 

 

Re:  Sidewalk café public space application for Mia’s Coffeehouse at 1500 A Street NE 

  

Dear Mr. Marcou, 

  

At a regularly scheduled and properly noticed meeting2 on July 9, 2015, our Commission voted X-X (with 5 

Commissioners required for a quorum) to express our conditional support for the above-referenced sidewalk 

café application. 

   

The motion our ANC passed on July 9, 2015 supporting the Mia's Coffeehouse public space application 

related to a sidewalk cafe at 1500 A Street NE on the condition that the applicant agree to and adhere to all 

requirements imposed by the DDOT Public Space Committee and the following requirements: 

 

1. Only operate the sidewalk café space from 9 am to 11 pm Monday through Thursday, from 9 am to 

midnight Friday, from 10 am to midnight Saturday and from 10 am to 11pm Sunday. 

2. Take reasonable efforts to contain noise within the sidewalk café space including, but not limited to, 

using any sidewalk café removable structures it may now or in the future install (e.g., a sidewalk cafe 

canopy, roll down plastic windows, etc.) and any other reasonable means to contain noise, but only to 

the extent allowable by applicable District laws and regulations. 

3. Only use the sidewalk café space for food and drink service, and not for any playing of music, 

amplified or otherwise, or for any other use, including live performances. 

4. If applicant installs fencing around the sidewalk café area, it shall be consistent with DDOT 

specifications and the fencing enclosing other sidewalk cafes within our ANC, which shall include 

fencing or bars designed to keep trash contained within the sidewalk café area (preferably by 

minimizing any gaps at the bottom of the fencing). 

5. Use easily moveable chairs and tables that shall be moved to the side and locked up when not in use. 

6. Applicant will ensure no trash container of any sort will be stored anywhere on public space, 

including on the sidewalk café itself. 

7. Regularly maintain the adjacent tree boxes and keep all areas in front of the business and within the 

sidewalk café area clean, including the adjacent sidewalk and street gutter. 

 

These conditions have been negotiated with and agreed to by representatives of the ANC and representatives 

of the applicant 

   

                                            
2  ANC 6A meetings are advertised electronically on anc6a-announce@yahoogroups.com, anc-6a@yahoogroups.com, and 

newhilleast@yahoogroups.com, at www.anc6a.org, and through print advertisements in the Hill Rag. 

 

http://www.anc6a.org/
mailto:anc6a-announce@googlegroups.com
mailto:anc-6a@yahoogroups.com
mailto:newhilleast@yahoogroups.com
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Thank you for giving consideration to our ANC’s feedback on this public space proposal.  We respectfully 

request that you include the attached conditions with any approved public space application for this 

applicant.  Should you wish to discuss this letter with the Commission, please feel free to reach out to me at 

philanc6a@gmail.com or the ANC 6A Vice-Chair, J. Omar Mahmud, at mahmud6a01@gmail.com. 

  

On behalf of the Commission, 

 

Phil Toomajian 

Chair, Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A 
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Report of the Economic Development and Zoning (ED&Z) Committee of the Advisory Neighborhood 
Commission (ANC) 6A 

Sherwood Recreation Center, 640 Tenth (10th) Street NE  
June 17, 2015 

 
The meeting convened at 7:00 pm.  
 
Present   
Members: Missy Boyette, Dan Golden, Michael Hoenig, Brian Carlson, and Matt Turkstra 
Commissioners: Stephanie Zimny, Sondra Phillips-Gilbert  
Dan Golden chaired the meeting. 
 
Community Comment 
There were no community comments at the beginning of the meeting. 
 
Update 
Chairman Golden provided an update on items from the previous month’s meeting. 
 
Old Business 

1. 702 15th Street NE (BZA 19021): Applicant Amazing Love Health Services, which originally had sought a 
special exception from the off-street parking requirements under § 2108, now seeks a variance from 
the off-street parking requirements under § 2101, to allow a medical office in the HS-A/C-2-A District. 

At the end of the May 2015 ED&Z Committee meeting, Chairman Dan Golden asked the Applicant to 
return to the Committee next month to present more clear data on the expected impact of their 
operation on parking in the neighborhood. At that meeting, the Applicant agreed to postpone its BZA 
hearing and to present at the EDZ’s June 2015 Committee meeting. 

In response to concerns raised during the May 2015 meeting, the Applicant handed out a list of 
conditions the Health Center will adhere to so as to minimize the impact of the health center on the 
neighborhood. The Applicant noted that he understood that the primary area of concern is related to 
parking and congestion.  

The Applicant stated that the Health Center will only be open weekdays from 9 am to 5:30 pm. At all 
other times the parking lot will be locked and parking will be restricted to members of Trinidad 
Baptist Church through the use of a lockbox. Parking will be limited to ten (10) spaces for employees 
and the Health Center has entered into an agreement with Trinidad Baptist Church to handle any 
parking overflow during business hours. The Applicant also noted that the Health Center’s service 
area is within walking distance and he anticipates that very few clients will drive to the facility. 

A Committee member asked the Applicant to clarify the date of his hearing before the Bureau of 
Zoning Adjustment (BZA) and was informed it was the week following this meeting. Chairman Golden 
clarified that, at the end of the last meeting, the applicant agreed to delay the BZA hearing to 
address the concerns that were raised at the May 2015 ED&Z meeting. The Applicant stated he had 
misunderstood, and that the hearing is set, so the applicant planned to proceed. It was explained that 
the BZA likely would not rule on his application without a letter from the ANC. The Applicant 
indicated that he understood and he would look into requesting a postponement of his hearing. 

Committee Member Boyette asked the Applicant to describe the parking. The applicant stated that 
there are fourteen (14) on-site parking spaces, but under the regulations, is required to have forty 
(40) to forty-two (42) spaces, depending on how it is calculated (or alternatively, if the building does 
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not qualify as a medical office, twenty (20) to twenty-one (21) spaces. The Applicant acknowledged 
that Matt LeGrant has informed him that the correct number is likely forty-two (42) spaces.  

Chairman Golden stated that the biggest issue will be spill-over parking and asked what the maximum 
number of employees that will be working at a given time would be. The Applicant answered ten (10) 
to twelve (12) employees could be working at the same time. 

The Applicant was asked what the maximum number of clients would be at any given time that it 
depends. The number fluctuates, but never more than three (3) groups at a time and each group 
would be comprised of a maximum of twelve (12 people), though eight (8) to ten (10) people is the 
ideal number per group. 

Chairman Golden inquired as to whether the Applicant would know ahead of time how many clients 
will be arriving by car. The Applicant indicated he would not, but that based on the people they have 
been serving, one (1) of ten (10) would be driving. 

Chairman Golden asked about how the Applicant would enforce the “zero-tolerance” for loitering 
outlined in its list of conditions the center will adhere to. The Applicant stated that the client’s 
access to the Health Center will be terminated and the client will be referred to another facility.  

The Applicant was asked if they would be willing to install bike racks. He stated they would. 

The Applicant was asked about incentives it planned to offer clients to take the metro or bus. The 
Applicant stated he will purchase the tokens and metro cards himself and hand them out to clients for 
meeting performance measurements. The Applicant was asked if he would offer similar incentives to 
employees. He stated he would commit to researching the option. 

The Applicant was asked if he had received letters of support from neighbors and he stated that he 
had from the neighbors on Fifteenth (15th) Street NE and that the Neighbors on G Street NE had stated 
they would submit a letter in support. 

Commissioner Stephanie Zimny asked for clarification that the parking lot is fenced off. The Applicant 
stated it is and that only the Trinidad Baptist Church will be allowed to use the lot when the Center is 
closed. Commissioner Zimny asked for assurances that the Church will not use the lot during the 
Center’s business hours. 

Commissioner Sondra Philips-Gilbert asked if the Center has done any outreach to inform the 
surrounding Community of the health center programs. The Applicant stated that they have and 
provided Commissioner Philips-Gilbert with copies of flyers they distribute at neighborhood events.  

The Applicant was asked if they could provide rides to clients to reduce the number that may drive. 
The Applicant stated that they plan to purchase a vehicle in the future to pick up and drop off 
clients. 
 
Chairman Golden moved to recommend the ANC send a letter in support of the requested variance on 
the following conditions: 
A. Operating hours are restricted to 9:00 am to 5:30 pm on weekdays.  After 6:00 pm, the parking lot 

gate will be closed and locked and the parking lot accessible only to those entities permitted by 
the applicant to access the lockbox for the gate.  Any cars parked after hours on the lot with the 
permission of the applicant must be removed prior to 9:00 am on the following weekday morning. 

B. No more than thirty-six (36) patients may be present on the premises at any given time.  No more 
than twelve (12) staff members may be present on the premises at any given time. The applicant 
will use best efforts to evenly allocate the presence of patients over the course of the day. 

C. The applicant will provide fourteen (14) onsite parking spaces for the use of patients and staff. 
D. The applicant will provide incentives for staff and patients to use public transit, to carpool, 

and/or to be dropped off by another driver.  These incentives will include the applicant making 
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available Metro tokens and/or fare cards. 
E. The Applicant will provide a bicycle rack for the use of patients and staff that can hold from 

fifteen (15) to twenty (20) bicycles. 
F. Loitering, gathering, and smoking in front of the building will be actively monitored and will not 

be tolerated. 
G. Double parking and idling on the streets outside the building will be actively monitored and will 

not be tolerated. 
H. All children on the premises are required to be accompanied by an adult. 
I. If there is an issue involving compliance with any of the foregoing conditions, the Applicant will 

contact ANC 6A to discuss the issue. 
J. The Applicant will provide the ANC and neighbors with a point of telephone contact. 

In addition to the above conditions, which would be included in the BZA order, the Applicant was also 
requested to use best efforts to obtain as many letters of support from neighbors as possible prior to 
the July 9 ANC meeting. 
 
The motion was seconded by Committee Member Boyette and passed unanimously (5-0). 

 
New Business 
1. 1007 F St. NE (BZA 19064): Applicant seeks variances from the lot occupancy requirements under § 

403.2, the rear yard requirements under § 404.1, and the non-conforming structure requirements 
under § 2001.3, to allow the construction of a rear deck to an existing two-story, one-family dwelling 
in the R-4 District. 

The Applicants and their architect discussed the plans for the rear deck, pointing out that the 
planned deck is identical to other decks on the block of houses. They further pointed out that at least 
one of the neighbors was granted a variance for their deck in 1980.  

Committee Member Michael Hoenig inquired as to the privacy of the neighboring properties. Based on 
the plans, it appears that the deck may have a view into adjoining rear yards. He recommended 
obtaining letters of support from the two adjoining properties located at 1008 and 1010 Maryland 
Avenue NE. 

Chairman Golden asked what it was about the property that meets the variance standard. Committee 
Member Brian Carlson suggested that an argument in favor of the variance is that the back yard of the 
property is below grade from the neighboring property, is faced with concrete walls on either side of 
the property, and, due to the neighbors easement over the property, it is a de-facto alley. 

Committee Member Missy Boyette asked about the deck structure itself, and was informed that it will 
contain a shed underneath, with frame construction and a door on one side. 

Chairman Golden moved the Committee recommend the ANC send a letter of support on the condition 
that Applicant use best efforts to obtain letters of support from 1008 and 1010 Maryland Avenue NE.  

Committee Member Hoenig seconded and the motion was passed unanimously (5-0). 

 
The meeting adjourned at 8:30 pm. 
 

Next Scheduled ED&Z Committee Meeting: 
Wednesday, August 19, 2015 

7:00 – 9:00 pm 
640 Tenth (10th Street) NE 

Sherwood Recreation Center, Second (2nd) Floor 
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July XX, 2015 
 
Mr. Clifford Moy 
Secretary of the Board of Zoning Adjustment 
Board of Zoning Adjustment 
441 4th St. NW, Suite 210 
Washington, DC 20001 
 

Re: BZA Case No. 19021 (702 15th Street, NE) 
 
Dear Mr. Moy, 
 
At a regularly scheduled and properly noticed meeting on July 9, 2015,1 our Commission voted X-X-X (with 5 

Commissioners required for a quorum) to support, under certain conditions discussed below, the Applicant’s request 

for a variance from the off-street parking requirements set forth at § 2101.1.  The applicant seeks the requested relief to 

operate a medical office in the HS-A/C-2-A District.   
 
The Commission supports granting the requested variance from the off-street parking requirements because strict 

application of the above-referenced zoning requirements would result in peculiar and exceptional practical difficulties 

and hardship to the applicant and because granting the requested relief will not result in substantial detriment to the 

public good or substantially impair the intent, purpose, and integrity of the zoning plan.   However, the Commission 

supports granting of the off-street parking variance only on several conditions that the Commission requests be 

incorporated into the zoning order, specifically that: 1) Operating hours are restricted to 9:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. on 

weekdays.  After 6:00 p.m., the parking lot gate will be closed and locked and the parking lot accessible only to those 

entities permitted by the applicant to access the lockbox for the gate.  Any cars parked after hours on the lot with the 

permission of the applicant must be removed prior to 9:00 a.m. on the following weekday morning; 2) No more than 

36 patients may be present on the premises at any given time.  No more than 12 staff members may be present on the 

premises at any given time.  The applicant will use best efforts to evenly allocate the presence of patients over the 

course of the day; 3) The applicant will provide 14 onsite parking spaces for the use of patients and staff; 4) The 

applicant will provide incentives for staff and patients to use public transit, to carpool, and/or to be dropped off by 

another driver.  These incentives will include the applicant making available Metro tokens and/or fare cards; 5) The 

applicant will provide a bicycle rack for the use of patients and staff that can hold from 15 to 20 bicycles; 6) Loitering, 

gathering, and smoking in front of the building will be actively monitored and will not be tolerated; 7) Double parking 

and idling on the streets outside the building will be actively monitored and will not be tolerated; 8) All children on the 

premises are required to be accompanied by an adult; 9) If there is an issue involving compliance with any of the 

foregoing conditions, the applicant will contact ANC 6A to discuss the issue; and 10) The applicant will provide the 

ANC and neighbors with a point of telephone contact. 
 
Please be advised that Andrew Hysell and I are authorized to act on behalf of ANC 6A for the purposes of this case.  I 

can be contacted at philanc6a@gmail.com and Mr. Hysell can be contacted at hysell6a06@gmail.com. 
 
On Behalf of the Commission, 
 
 

Phil Toomajian 
Chair, Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A 

                                            
1 ANC 6A meetings are advertised electronically on anc6a-announce@yahoogroups.com, anc-6a@yahoogroups.com, and 

newhilleast@yahoogroups.com, at www.anc6a.org, and through print advertisements in the Hill Rag. 
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July XX, 2015 
 
Mr. Clifford Moy 
Secretary of the Board of Zoning Adjustment 
Board of Zoning Adjustment 
441 4th St. NW, Suite 210 
Washington, DC 20001 
 

Re: BZA Case No. 19064 (1007 F Street, NE) 
 
Dear Mr. Moy, 
 
At a regularly scheduled and properly noticed meeting on July 9, 2015,2 our Commission voted X-X-X (with 5 

Commissioners required for a quorum) to support the Applicant’s request for variances from the lot occupancy 

requirements under § 403.2, the rear-yard requirements under § 404, and the non-conforming structure requirements 

under § 2001.3 in connection with the construction of a rear deck to an existing two-story, one-family dwelling in the 

R-4 District. 
 

The Commission supports granting the requested variances because strict application of the above-referenced zoning 

requirements would result in peculiar and exceptional practical difficulties and hardship to the applicant and because 

granting the requested relief will not result in substantial detriment to the public good or substantially impair the intent, 

purpose, and integrity of the zoning plan.  Specifically, the Commission recognizes the unique characteristics of the 

existing rear yard that justify the relief requested, including the fact that it bounds retaining walls on two sides and that, 

based on the existence of easements across the neighboring properties, the yard functions as part of a de facto alley.  

The neighboring property owners that could be contacted support the requested relief.  
 
Please be advised that Andrew Hysell and I are authorized to act on behalf of ANC 6A for the purposes of this case.  I 

can be contacted at philanc6a@gmail.com and Mr. Hysell can be contacted at hysell6a06@gmail.com. 
 
On Behalf of the Commission, 
 
 

Phil Toomajian 
Chair, Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A 
  
 
 

                                            
2 ANC 6A meetings are advertised electronically on anc6a-announce@yahoogroups.com, anc-6a@yahoogroups.com, and 

newhilleast@yahoogroups.com, at www.anc6a.org, and through print advertisements in the Hill Rag. 
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Ms. Kaya Henderson 

Chancellor 

D.C. Public Schools 

1200 First Street NE 

Washington, DC 20002 

 

Dear Chancellor Henderson, 
 

At a regularly scheduled and properly noticed meeting1 on July 9, 2015, our Commission voted X-X (with 5 

Commissioners required for a quorum) to write you to express our support for a language immersion 

program at Miner Elementary School. 

 

Our support is based on the community dialogue in recent months, including: 

 ANC Members have been in conversation with in-boundary parents in the community; 

 Presentations to the Miner Elementary School Parent Teacher Organization, wider community at 

Rosedale Recreation Center hosted by ANC6A representatives, ANC6A Community Outreach 

Committee, Ward 6 Speaks hosted by Capitol Hill Public School Parent Organization (CHPSPO), 

and meetings of in-boundary families; 

 Information has been shared online via numerous neighborhood listservs; 

 Support from CHPSPO including the formation of an immersion subcommittee to support the 

community in this conversation and the school in implementation; and 

 Outreach including seeking insight and support from the office of Councilmember Charles Allen, 

DCPS Ward 6 Community Action Team member, DCPS Language Acquisition Office, Joe Weedon, 

Ward 6 Representative, State Board of Education, in-boundary ANC7D Commissioners, and Eliot-

Hine Middle School Parent Teacher Organization representatives. 

 

We believe that thriving schools are an important component of thriving communities because higher levels 

of education increase access to steady employment opportunities, decrease the likelihood of risk-taking 

behavior, reinforce positive social skills and build stronger community ties. Based on the research presented 

to us and the current context at Miner and in our neighborhood, we believe the addition of an immersion 

program will strengthen the school and our community because:  

 The building facility at Miner is currently underutilized with dropping enrollment and immersion 

programs can serve as a “magnet” program drawing greater enrollment from the in-boundary 

community, surrounding neighborhoods, and across the city; 

 There is a high demand for language immersion programs across DC are evidenced by the lottery 

process when so many families include language immersion programs among their top choices and 

the long waitlists for these programs; 

 Faced with low test scores at Miner, we are encouraged that more than fifty (50) years of research on 

language immersion education has heralded benefits such as academic achievement (including raising 

test scores), language and literacy development and cognitive skills;  

                                            
1 ANC 6A meetings are advertised electronically on the listservs anc6a-announce@yahoogroups.com, anc- 6a@yahoogroups.com and 

newhilleast@yahoogroups.com, at www.anc6a.org, and through print advertisements in the Hill Rag. 
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 There is a well-established positive relationship between basic thinking skills and being a fully 

proficient bilingual individuals who maintains regular use of both languages. Fully proficient 

bilingual individuals outperform monolingual individuals in the areas of divergent thinking, pattern 

recognition, and problem solving; 

 Increasingly, proficiency in a second language and intercultural competency skills open up 

employment possibilities. High-level, high-paying employment will demand competence in more 

than one language. We believe the Miner community would be a great fit for this type of educational 

opportunity; and 

 Immersion programs have shown to be successful for reinvestment in neighborhood schools, creating 

learning environments that reflect and enhance the diversity of the community, where students 

develop strong self-esteem and cultural identity, and their families have greater commitment to the 

program increasing retention in enrollment and stability in the wider community. 

 

As members of the community, we want to be involved in the long term planning vision for Miner 

Elementary and are eager to work with the school administration to ensure that the school is meeting the 

needs of its students, families, and our community. We have recently become aware that there is an 

upcoming strategic vision/planning process for Miner Elementary School. The ANC would like a language 

immersion program to be part of that work. We would provide our support to additional surveys of 

community support and feasibility. Additionally, we believe it is important for the team working on the 

vision for the school includes representation from the wider community –including Ward 6 education 

leaders, inbound families who will have students in the school during the years the program will be 

implemented, and the ANC. 

 

A thriving neighborhood school with a unique, in-demand program is sorely needed in our community and 

would benefit the District as a whole. 

 

On Behalf of the Commission,  

 

 

 

Phil Toomajian  

Chair, Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A  

 

cc: Jennifer Niles, Deputy Mayor for Education 

DC Councilmember Charles Allen, Ward 6 

Joe Weedon, State Board of Education, Ward 6 

Maurice Wilkins, DCPS Ward 5 and 6 Community Action Team 

Tammy Alexander, Miner PTO Chair 

Suzanne Wells, CHPSPO 
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