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Please Water Trees

Again this spring, the city planted many new street trees in our neighborhood. These trees will help us by improving air quality and lowering air temperatures in summer. But we have to help them, too, by providing water. Older, established trees can make do with rainfall alone, if there isn’t a drought. But newly planted trees need supplemental water even if it has rained. It’s best to give them five to ten gallons per week. This can be done by running a hose slowly for a long time or by filling a tree gator or other watering device that allows water to leak out slowly. A limited number of such watering aids are available. Call 543-3512.

The city is doing a better job of street-tree replacement/removal but they need citizens to report problem locations. If you know of a dead tree that needs to be cut down, a stump that should be ground out, or an empty tree-box ready to fill, call 727-1000 to report it. You will be asked to provide a street address. If there isn’t one (for example, the tree is adjacent to a park), report it as “opposite” an address on the other side of the street.

If you are interested in acquiring a tree for a public location other than a tree box, Trees for Capitol Hill can help. The organization provides trees at a subsidized price, $125 per tree. If you would like to sponsor a tree, call Elizabeth at 543-3512.
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Trash Pick-Up

Reminder for Residents

by Susan Geibel Suoninen
Just a reminder for neighbors about the rules regarding trash removal from our properties. The Depart-ment of Public Works (DPW) has implemented the following regula-tions in the interest of everyone’s heath, safety, and comfort:

· All trash must be securely bagged and put inside a Supercan or secured garbage can. Bags outside containers are only for grass clippings and leaves.

· Place trash cans out no earlier than 6:30 p.m. the night before collection. 

· If you need to know when your collection day is, where to place your cans, or  need a free Supercan, call 727-1000.

· Between collections, store all trash cans/recycle bins on your property, not in the alley or on the sidewalk. 

It is in everyone’s interest to keep our city clean. Improper trash handling attracts rats and leads to spillage onto sidewalks and yards.

Neighborhood Directory
To be included in the NLPNA neighborhood directory, provide your name, address, and phone number (and e-mail address) in writing to Elizabeth at 1330 North Carolina Ave. or elizabeth_knits@ yahoo.com. The free directory is available only to those listed in it.

If you are listed in the directory but don’t have a recent copy or are aware of out-of-date information, please call 543-3512.
COMMUNITY CALENDAR

· NLPNA meeting, first Tues. (Aug. 3), 7 p.m., Lincoln Park. Neighborhood Night Out Pot Luck Supper. See article. All are welcome.

· ANC 6A meeting, second Thurs. (Aug. 12), 7 p.m., Miner E.S., 601 15th St. NE. For more information about ANC 6A meetings, check the community calendar page at www.anc6a.org.

· PSA 103 meeting, second Wed. (Aug. 11), 7 p.m., Miner E.S., 601 15th St. NE.

· Urban [Day] Camp Out, Sat. Aug. 14 or 28, 2-5 p.m., Kingsman Field, 1300 block of D St NE. See article.

· NLPNA meeting, first Tues. (Sept. 7), 7:30 p.m., Lane Memorial CME Church, corner of 14th & C St. NE. All are welcome.
· Pennsylvania Avenue Mile + 5K/10K races, “Booking for Literacy,” and WUSA 9 Literacy Walk, Sat. Sept. 25. Benefits SummerTime and Reading Together (START). For more info visit www.startdc.org.

· The Buzz is available on the community newsletters page of the Voice of the Hill website (www.voiceofthehill.com), and on the publications page of the ANC 6A website (www.anc6a.org).

· The Buzz editorial staff can be reached at 543-3512. Articles on topics of interest in the NLP area are very welcome.



Maury Community Meeting 

by Sonja Walti

On Thursday, June 10, Maury Elementary School held a community meeting on the selection of a new principal. Many prospective Maury parents like myself seized the occasion to see our neighborhood school in action. The reception was warm and the atmosphere welcoming. I was impressed by the diligence with which parents, teachers, and community representatives put together an interview panel, which will play a crucial role in interviewing and selecting a new principal for the school.

Maury – “the best kept secret in Capitol Hill”, as parents like to refer to it – is looking back on a turbulent school year. The school, which prides itself on devoted parents, teachers, staff, and volunteers as well as an award-winning principal, has been without a permanent principal since mid-December 2003.  After the departure of Principal Dale Talbert, who was promoted to a DCPS Assistant Superintendent, it was believed that Interim Principal LeGrande Baldwin, would remain until the end of the school year.  However, for health reasons Mr. Baldwin did not stay on, and yet another interim principal took his place.

The participants in the community meeting made it clear to the DCPS representative and to our School Board representative, Tommy Wells, that the school will do whatever it takes to fill Dale Talbert’s position. One felt the parents’ and teachers’ devotion to their children and the school, as well as their determination to continue the school’s growth and success over the past years.

If you are interested in learning more about Maury and about what prospective parents can do for the school, contact me at 543-4315 or sw29@georgetown.edu.
August NLPNA Meeting

The first Tuesday in August (August 3) is National Neighbor-hood Night Out. Families and community groups across the country are encouraged to plan outdoor activities that evening. Again this year, NLPNA will mark the occasion with a potluck supper in Lincoln Park. This is an oppor-tunity to socialize with neighbors you don’t often see and to meet new neighbors. Children are especially welcome. The event will begin at 7 p.m. on the east side of the park.

Bring a dish to share, and serving utensils. Paper products and “silverware” will be provided. Children’s games (soap bubbles, sidewalk chalk, etc.) would be a big hit. If you’d like to help plan, call Elizabeth at 543-3512.

The Finance Committee will present a proposed budget for discussion and approval, and nominations for NLPNA officers will be accepted.

Summer Fun at NE Library

The Northeast Branch Library is a great place to “beat the heat” this summer. Why not get out of the sun and enjoy some of these free activities?

Children ages 4-14 are invited to express themselves with “Let’s Paint a Picture,” offered from 1 to 3 p.m. every Thursday in August.

Children ages 7-14 have an opportunity to improve their computer skills with “Searching the Web,” from 2 to 3:45 p.m. each Wednesday in August.

Preschoolers have their own film festival at 11:15 a.m. on Thursdays, year round. Toddler Time stories are offered at 11:15 a.m. on Wednesdays throughout the year.

The Northeast Branch Library is located at the corner of 8th St. and Maryland Ave. Call 698-3299 for more information or to register groups.


Urban Campout

The NLPNA and the Kingsman Basketball League will co-sponsor a “day camp” for neighborhood children on Kingsman field Saturday, August 14 or 28* from 2 to 5 p.m. A variety of recreational activities (sports, games, arts and crafts) will be provided. The event is free. Children must be accompanied by an adult.

If you would like to help with this event, please contact Elizabeth at Elizabeth_knits@yahoo.com or 543-3512.

* As we go to press, the exact date has not been selected.  Notice will be posted at the field and on the community calendar page of www.anc6a.org.

Soccer on the Hill

The Soccer on the Hill fall season will begin on September 11. Recreational soccer is open to children 4 to 16 years old. Age groups are determined by the child’s age as of July 31. More information and registration forms can be found on the Sports on the Hill website (sportsonthehill.org), or by contacting the following age group commissioners:

U-6: Patrick Coyne (547-1776, patrick.coyne@finnegan.com) 

U-8: Keith Murphy (543-5635, kmurphy_dc@yahoo.com) 

U-10: Laurie Heim (547-0977, laurie@sportsonthehill.org)

U-12: Mike Godec (547-2477, mgodec@adv-res.com) 

U-14/U-16: Larry Kaufer (543-4582, larry@sportsonthehill.org)

Girls U-12/U-14: Vira Sisolak (546-2534, elvira.sisolak@eeoc.gov) 
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