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	200 block of 12th Place Getting Better and Better!

	by Mike and Andrea Ryan

We hope everyone in the NLPNA area has had a chance over the last few months to take a walk down our street. Our planting strip along the east side of the street is looking great. The plants we put in last year all survived the winter and grew and matured. The grasses are beautiful and we had flowers of various types blooming all summer. Some are perennials and will be back next year. We learned some lessons on how to keep them blooming all summer, so they’ll look even better next year!

We now have trees in all areas we set aside for them.  Two dead ginkos that were planted by the city last year were replaced. Thanks to a grant from the Capitol Hill Community Foundation, we were able to put in four crape myrtles. We were pleased to see how beautiful the fall foliage was on them. (Yes, we know one looks dead, don’t worry we have a replacement guarantee if it doesn’t come alive in the spring!) They will all grow to be around 20 feet tall and have different colored blooms. 

Thanks to Garden Resources of Washington (GROW, at www.growdc.org ), we now have hundreds of free bulbs in our garden. We had a planting and garden maintenance day in late October; all the bulbs were planted and mulch put down for the winter. (The mulch was paid for with some of our Foundation money.)

As a November surprise, our road was repaved! We are sure that Murphy’s law will prevail, and the road will be dug up again so that 
	pipes can be replaced!

Our plans for the winter and next year include: working with the staff of Maury ES to replace the fence between the parking lot and the school and to identify how the students can incorporate the garden in their learning, putting in an herb garden, and working with the city to have the female ginko (with its stinky berries) removed. 

Our garden is a neighborhood effort, with various folks planting, weeding, and watering. Please stroll by and enjoy our garden with us!

Entertainment Books
This year the price of the books is reduced to $25! NLPNA gets to keep $5 from every book sold. So far, NLPNA has raised $100.

The 2005 Entertainment books contain all the same great savings that they have in the past. The book pays for itself in no time.

If you’d like to buy a book (or can help sell books), call Suzanne at 547-2477. Entertainment books make great gifts!

Many thanks…

to Councilmember Ambrose and her Chief of Staff, Marge Francese, and to the Capitol Hill Community Foundation for their generous support of the after-care program at Maury ES. When when promised funding from DCPS for the after-care program did not materialize in a timely fashion, they found themselves with a commitment to 165 children but no funds at all for supplies or snacks. Help from these good neighbors will tide them over until the budget issues are resolved.
	COMMUNITY CALENDAR

· NLPNA meeting, first Tues. (Dec. 5), 7:30 p.m., Lane Memorial CME Church, corner of 14th and C St. NE. Share holiday cheer with your neighbors. (See article.)

· Northeast Library Mystery Book Club, Mon. Dec. 6, 6:30 p.m., 330 7th St. NE, Book: The Eyre Affair by Jasper Fforde. Contact Tracy Myers, 698-3298.
· PSA 103 meeting, second Wed. (Dec. 8), 7 p.m., Miner E.S., 601 15th St. NE.

· ANC 6A meeting, second Thurs. (Dec. 9), 7 p.m., Miner E.S., 601 15th St. NE. For more information about ANC 6A meetings, check the community calendar page at www.anc6a.org.

· No NLPNA meeting in January
· The Buzz is available on www.voiceofthehill.com and www.anc6a.org.

· The Buzz editorial staff can be reached at 543-3512. Articles on topics of interest in the NLP area are very welcome.
FREE Cherry Trees!
The National Cherry Blossom Festival and DC Greenworks are looking for community groups (one in each ward) to accept trios of cherry trees for planting in public spaces. Neighbors must commit to plant, care for, and water the trees.  Applications are due by January 17, 2005. For more info, call 518-6195 or email trees@dcgreenworks.org.

	Holiday Celebration

Again this year, the December NLPNA meeting (Tuesday the 7th) will feature “pot luck” snacks and sweets. Mark your calendars and plan to celebrate the winter holiday season with your neighbors. Katie Franklin from the Higher Achievement Program will be present to discuss volunteer opportunities. Children will be particularly welcome.

Higher Achievement 

Needs YOU

by Katie Franklin, Ward 6 Center Director, Higher Achievement

Do you want to work with smart young people and make a lasting impact on their lives? Commit just two hours of your week to changing a child’s life! The Higher Achieve-ment Program wants you to be a Teaching Mentor in our After School Academy.

Located only one block away from the Potomac Ave. metro station at Friendship-Edison Public Charter School, Higher Achieve-ment serves intellectually curious students in grades 5-8 who commit themselves to rigorous curricula throughout the school year and the summer. Volunteers are needed Mon., Tues., and Thurs. evenings from 6-8 p.m. As a Teaching Mentor, you will work with a small group of 3-4 students, one night a week, on challenging curricula in Math, Literature, or Technology, which are provided for you!

To request an application, email volunteer@higherachievement.org.  For more information, visit www.higherachievement.org.

... a Good Time Was Had by All

Maury ES held its first annual Fall Bazaar Nov. 13 under sunny but breezy skies. Loads of kids turned out to enjoy the moon bounce and other activities. There were plenty of delicious snacks. Staff, faculty, families, friends, and neighbors turned out to make the event a success.
	If Disaster Strikes…

by Sig Cohen

Living at or near “ground zero” has a special meaning for me, and, I believe, for a lot of my neighbors. If, heaven forbid, a disaster strikes, be it a terrorist attack or another catastrophe, we will have no place to go, let alone hide.

Clearly, during the early stages of a catastrophic disaster (from any source), citizens like us are likely to be on our own for a period of time, due to the size of the area affected, lost communications, and unpas-sable roads. Unless we receive some basic training in disaster survival and rescue skills, the risk to ourselves, our loved ones, and our neighbors is considerably heighten-ed. I, for one, want to be prepared. 

We cannot expect the DC government to handle the needs of all its residents in time of trouble. Community involvement is vital. Fortunately, DC offers special trainings for its residents to become Civilian Emergency Response Team (CERT) members. The course aims to:

· inform us about what to expect in the event of a major disaster and what immediate services will be needed;

· train us in lifesaving and decision-making skills to decrease injury and mortality while maintaining the safety of the rescuer;

· organize teams of citizens to offer immediate help to disaster victims until professional life support services arrive; and 

· enable us to collect disaster intelligence for use by professional responders.

Persons who complete the six-session course (15 hours) will have a working knowledge of disaster preparedness, fire suppression, light search and rescue operations, disaster medical operations (triage), disaster psychology, team organiza-tion, and terrorism. The George Washington University Medical Center provides the training.
	The next session is scheduled to take place at Capitol Hill Presbyter-ian Church, 201 4th Street, SE, on three successive Saturdays, January 8, 15, and 22, 2005, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

To register, go online to www.gwcert.org and pull up the CERT Registration Form for the Basic CERT Class. You won’t regret doing it.

Buzz Distribution

Distributors are needed for the 1200 block of E Street, and the 300 block of 14th Place. Call Elizabeth, 543-3512, to volunteer.

Brand New Trees

Saturday, November 20,  was a green-letter day for all of us because 13 new trees were planted in the neighborhood. Trees for Capitol Hill provided a redbud for the triangle by Brown AME (Constitution and North Carolina Ave.), five crape myrtles and five sweet bay magnolias for the E St. side of the Kingsman property, and yoshino cherries on either side of the 14th St. entrance to the building.

The students at the Sasha Bruce and Options charter schools helped dig the holes and celebrated the planting in verse and song.  The students and staff at the schools have pledged to care for the new trees and to be good stewards to the trees on the Kingsman field.
Many, many thanks to Trees for Capitol Hill, which accepted only a $300 donation from NLPNA for all those trees (over $2,000 worth)! Thanks also to Beth Purcell and Margaret Missiaen who worked closely with the schools and the nursery to select just the right specimens.
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