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	Anita’s Market in 

the News

by Heather Schoell

You may have heard the saying, “There is no such thing as bad press.” Not so when ABC News Channel 7 does a spot on stores selling crack pipes, and your corner market is featured.

The morning of Thursday, January 8th, two crack pipes and accompanying paraphernalia were purchased from Anita’s Market, located at 201 15th Street, NE, by ABC News employees. The purchases were made separately, the first by a young African-American male, the second by a late-30s to early-40s white male. On the hidden camera, the woman behind the counter at Anita’s not only confirmed that what they were buying was a device for smoking crack, but suggested that they needed a filter to go with it.

The story, which aired the following day, was brought to the attention of Police Chief Charles Ramsey. He stated that selling this paraphernalia is not a crime in DC and suggested that concerned citizens take this up with DC’s council members. Councilmember Sharon Ambrose believes that exist-ing regulations outlaw these sales.

It is disappointing to find out that this little corner store is contributing to the decay not only of the neighborhood, but the neighbors themselves.

Anita’s Market is currently facing a protest of the renewal of their liquor license, in addition to, though not due to, this recent bad press.
	Liquor Store Issues at February NLPNA Meeting

Councilmember Sharon Ambrose will attend the February NLPNA meeting to discuss issues relating to liquor stores. She has promised to bring information on how one can petition the ABC Board to institute a moratorium on the sale of singles in one’s neighborhood. The meeting will be held at 7:30 p.m., Tuesday, February 3 at Lane Memorial CME Church on the corner of 14th and C Streets NE.  All are welcome.

Help with Housing

University Legal Services (ULS) is a non-profit agency that provides legal housing counseling and technical assistance to low and moderate income DC residents. ULS provides community members with representation for their housing problems as well as education and assistance regarding purchase of a home. All of their services are free.

For more information, or to make an appointment with a housing counselor, call 547-4747.

$$ Greening Grants $$

Garden Resources of Washington (GROW) has mini grants (up to $1,000) available for community and youth gardening projects.  Greening projects can include all types of neighborhood and tree box beautifications. Funds from the grant can be used for gardening supplies, seeds, plants, tools, educational materials, community outreach, and project celebrations. Applications are due by February 10.
	COMMUNITY CALENDAR

· NLPNA meeting, first Tues. (Feb. 3), 7:30 p.m., Lane Memorial CME Church, 14th & C St. NE. Councilmember Sharon Ambrose will attend to discuss liquor related legislation.  (See article.)  All are welcome.

· ANC 6A meeting, second Thurs. (Feb. 12), 7 p.m., Miner E.S., 601 15th St. NE. Web address is www.anc6a.org.

· Republican Presidential Caucus, Tues. Feb. 10, U.S. Chamber of Commerce, 1615 H St. NW.  Polls open 5:00 p.m. -8:00 p.m. (See article.)

· Democratic Presidential Caucus, Sat. Feb. 14, St. Matthews Church, 222 M St. SW. Polls open 10:00 a.m. -4:00 p.m. (See article.)

· NLPNA meeting, first Tues. (March 2), 7:30 p.m., Lane Memorial CME Church, 14th & C St. NE.

· The Buzz is available on the community newsletters page of the Voice of the Hill website (www.voiceofthehill.com), and on the publications page of the ANC 6A website (see above).

· The Buzz editorial staff can be reached at 543-3512. Articles on topics of interest in the NLP area are very welcome. 
To get an application, advice about your project, or other information, contact GROW at grow19@aol.com or 234-0591, or visit www.growdc.org.

	Gonzaga Wants to Help

Gonzaga College High School is looking for community service projects in Ward 6 that could be done during their spring break or over the summer. They are looking for projects that would benefit the community but have not been accomplished due to a lack of resources. They’ve suggested neighborhood cleanup projects, home repair for the low-income elderly, or renovation work at a non-profit organization.

If you have a project in mind that you think would be productive, or if you know of someone who does, please contact Brendan Hartnett at bhartnett@gonzaga.org or 336-7108, or Patrick Jordan at pjordan@gonzaga.org.

Girls Scouts in the Media

by Rose Williams

Neighborhood Girl Scout Troop #3612, which meets at Brown Memorial AME Church, made a media premier on January 2 on the Good Morning Washington show on ABC. These ladies extended New Years greetings to Washington and reminded everyone that it is Girls Scout Cookie time.

The girls were also invited to participate in a full day of health and fitness activities with the George Washington University’s athletic department on January 10.  They played golf and basketball, jumped rope, practiced yoga, and got to watch the George Washington Colonials Cheerleaders perform at half time during the ladies basketball game against St. Josephs. The game was aired live on ESPN2 and Channel 8.  

These young ladies attend Peabody, Maury, Miner, and Watkins Elementary Schools, Cornerstone Community School, Elliot and Hine Junior High Schools, and Stuart Hobson Middle School, and other area schools.  Job well done, ladies and troop leaders!

Neighbors, let’s salute our local Girl Scouts and support their cookie sales.
	Thank you, Dow Jones!

Dow Jones & Company, Inc. recently made a generous donation of $250 to NLPNA in the name of their employee, Dawn Kopecki, to honor her for her volunteer activities within the NLPNA. Many thanks to Dawn and to Dow Jones! 

 Republican Party Caucus
The first-ever Republican Party Presidential Caucus will be held February 10 at the U.S. Chamber of Commerce, 1615 H Street, NW, one block from the Farragut North Metro stop. The polls will be open 5:00 p.m. -8:00 p.m.

Offices which will appear on the ballot are:

•  President of the United States (delegates and alternates committed to candidate)

•  Republican National Committeeman

•  Republican National Committeewoman

•  DC Republican Committee members

For further information call 289-8005 or visit www.dcgop.com.

…and Democratic Party Caucus
The Ward 6 Democratic Party Caucus will be held February 14th from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m, at St. Matthews Church, 222 M Street SW (Precinct 127). This is the first time DC Democrats have held a Presidential Nominee Preference caucus to determine the number of delegates each candidate will win.

St. Matthews Church has a parking lot and is one block east of the Waterside Mall Metro stop and parking lot. For further information call 547-8855.

Buzz Distribution

Distributors are needed for the 100 block of 13th St., 1300 block of Emerald St., 1200 block of E St., 1100 block of Constitution Ave., 1100 block of Park St., and 1400 block of A St. Call Elizabeth at 543-3512 to volunteer.
	Kingsman Update

Some progress is being made in closing a small portion of the alley next to the Kingsman field. Legis-lation on the alley closing was to be sent to the City Council the week of January 18. Once the alley is closed, DC Parks and Recreation will be able to move the fencing and the alley segment will become part of the field.

Free Tours of DC!

Each year as part of International Tourist Guide Day, the Guild of Professional Tour Guides of Washington DC offers free tours of DC to promote tourism and to promote understanding within and between communities. Each year the tour focuses on a different group, time period, or segment of the city’s history. 

This year the tour will take place Saturday, February 28, and will highlight 200 years of Black History in the Nations Capital. The tour illuminates the strength and depth of the African American experience and serves as a punctuation mark to Black History Month, coming as it does on the last day of February.

A free, narrated, 3½ hour (9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.) motor coach tour begins and ends at the F Street entrance of the National Building Museum, 401 F St.  NW. Multiple motor coaches will be available.

One-hour walking tours are available at 11 a.m. and 12 a.m. and begin at the African American Civil War Museum, 1200 U St. NW (one block east of U St. /Cardozo metro stop’s 13th St. exit).

The tours are free and available on a first come, first served basis.  For more information, visit www.washingtondctourguides.com or call 298-9425.
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