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	Casino Night!
Mark your calendars for the 3rd Annual Casino Night, benefiting the arts education fund at the Capitol Hill Cluster School. 
Casino Night will be held Saturday, February 4, from 7 p.m. to 12:30 a.m. at the Shakespeare Theatre Rehearsal Hall, 507 Eighth Street SE. The ticket price includes a fun filled evening of food and drinks, and $10,000 in funny money to kick off the night. More than 15 tables of Las Vegas–style games will feature blackjack, roulette, poker, and craps from 7 until 10:15. Winners can exchange chips for coupons redeemable for participation in a series of raffle drawings. Prizes this year will include 12 weeks of one-on-one personal training (value $1,000), a weekend getaway in the Shenandoah Mountains, and two XM Satellite Radios with service (value $295). There will also be numerous other gift baskets, containing items donated by area merchants and businesses.
Immediately following the prize drawings, Free Lobster Buffet will be onstage with live music and dancing through the remainder of the evening.

Casino Night tickets will be available for $40 each beginning January 16. To purchase tickets for Casino Night, please contact Karen Bates, 546-7113. Semi-formal attire is recommended for the event.

Special thanks to the Shake-speare Theatre Company for their generous sponsorship of this annual event.

	GROW Grants Available

Community Greening Mini-grants up to $1,000 are available from Garden Resources of Washington (GROW) for community and youth gardening projects located DC. 

Who can apply? Neighborhood and youth groups, schools, after-school programs, civic associations, churches, nursing homes, shelters, etc.
For what kind of project? Learning gardens, healing gardens, neighborhood beautifications, community gardens, tree box beautifications, butterfly gardens, food gardens, habitat gardens, rain gardens, etc.

How can funds be used? For plants, seeds, tools, mulch and other gardening supplies, educational materials, community outreach.  Funds cannot be used for stipends, salaries, or contractors’ fees.
Selection criteria include: Project leadership team, detailed project plan, practical time line, realistic budget, long-term upkeep plan, and for youth projects – learning goals.  Special consid-eration will be given to projects involving low-income DC residents.

For one-on-one advice about your project, contact GROW at grow19@aol.com or 234-0591. Hurry! Application deadline is February 17, 2006.  

Buzz Distribution

Distributors are needed for the 1400 and 1500 blocks of A Street and the 1200 block of E Street. Call Elizabeth, 543-3512, or email elizabeth_knits@yahoo.com with “Buzz distribution” as the subject.
	COMMUNITY CALENDAR

· Casino Night, Sat. Feb. 4, 7 p.m., Shakespeare Theatre Rehearsal Hall, 507 8th St. SE. (See article.)

· NLPNA meeting, first Tues. (Feb. 7), 7:30 p.m., Lane Memorial CME Church, corner of 14th and C St. NE. All are welcome!

· PSA 103 meeting, second Wed. (Feb. 8), 7 p.m., Miner ES, 601 15th St. NE.

· ANC 6A, second Thurs. (Feb. 9), 7 p.m., Miner ES. For more information about ANC 6A, visit www.anc6a.org.

· Opening Reception, Sat. Feb. 11, 4-7 p.m., Evolve Urban Arts Gallery at Pierce School Lofts, 1375 Maryland Avenue NE. An exhibit of sight and sound by a group of local multimedia artists. A unique tasting menu is paired with works from this show.  Three performers from the National Symphony Orchestra will perform works inspired by pieces in the show.  The show continues until Mar. 31.  Normal gallery hours are Mon. thru Fri. 1-4 p.m. The event is free.
· NLPNA meeting, first Tues. (Mar. 7), 7:30 p.m.

· The Buzz is available at www. anc6a.org/publications.html.

· The Buzz editorial staff can be reached at 543-3512 or elizabeth_knits@yahoo.com (put “Buzz” in the subject line). Articles on topics of interest in the NLP area are very welcome.



	Citywide Expanded 
Library Hours
by Tony Hurst, Librarian, NE Branch Library
Beginning January 17, all DC branch libraries will be open for business on every weekday morning. This will enable the Northeast Branch (corner of 7th Street and Maryland Avenue NE) to serve more people and have more morning programs.
We will begin by offering a Wednesday short films program with a real working antique 18 millimeter projector. Most programs will include two five- to ten-minute films. A schedule of the films offered will be available at the library’s children’s desk. 

For more information about this or any other children’s program, call 698-3299.
The new library hours are:
• Mon. & Wed. 9:30 a.m.-9:00 p.m.
• Tues., Thurs., Fri. & Sat. 9:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m.
Other Library Programs

( An exhibit for African American History Month
( The Capitol Hill Mystery Book Club meets Feb. 6, 6:30 p.m. – 
Point Blank by Catherine Coulter

( Valentine’s Day treats Feb. 14

( Chess for all ages (lessons and club), Mon. 6:30 p.m.

( Toddle Time (storytime) Tues., 10 a.m. and 11 a.m.
( Computer classes, Wed. 1-3 p.m. 

( Parachute stories, Tues. 10 a.m. and 11 a.m. 

( Intermediate American Sign Lan-guage, Sat., 11:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. Contact: Dyan Adamson at DLAASL@teacher.com
For more information, call 698-3320.


THE BUZZ EDITORIAL TEAM

Elizabeth Nelson

Suzanne Wells

Jennie Allen
	Your New (Shared) Car!

by Cody Rice, Commissioner, 6A03
Carsharing is coming to our neighborhood! Never heard of carsharing? It could save you lots of money in car payments, insurance, repairs, and gas if you don’t use a car on daily basis but still the need the convenience from time to time. DDOT is bringing this option to the neighborhood in partnership with two private companies, Zipcar and Flexcar. 

For an annual fee of about $25 and hourly fees of $8-10, you can rent a car parked near you for a few hours or even the whole day. You reserve online or over the phone, and you don’t need to schedule far in advance (unless you want the cute Mini Cooper). The hourly charges include insurance, fuel, maintenance, and the rental rate. This can be cheaper over the course of a year than owning a car. 

Other cities with carsharing have found that a single carsharing vehicle can be used by six to ten households. Some people use a shared car instead of buying a second vehicle, and some are able to do without their own car entirely. This helps reduce parking problems and traffic congestion. 

To promote the program, DDOT is marking a limited number of curbside parking spaces for the ex-clusive use of carsharing vehicles. These spaces will be selected in consultation with Advisory Neigh-borhood Commissions (ANCs), businesses, and community leaders. The on-street spaces will not be on streets with restrictions for rush hour, street cleaning, residential permit parking, or snow routes. Look for spaces marked with special signage, pavement markings, and brochures in boxes on orange poles. 

To learn more about carsharing, visit http://ddot.dc.gov/carsharing. To recommend a good spot for a shared car, contact your ANC Commissioner through http://www.anc6a.org.
	Beware Suspicious Driver

First District Police are warning motorists that a black male driving a gray Chevy Caprice or Buick is trying to get drivers in our area, especially women, to pull over by saying he’s spotted a problem with their car. There have been several, similar reports. Robbery and/or sexual assault are the suspected motives. 

A description of a typical incident: On a weekday morning a driver was traveling on Constitution Avenue towards RFK Stadium. A young man pulled up beside her and motioned that something was wrong with her car. She slowed down but didn’t stop. He told her that her right front tire was wobbling and was going to fall off. She thanked him but kept on going. He persisted, saying that he was a mechanic and she should pull over to let him take a look. She declined but he continued to follow her for a time before giving up. There was nothing wrong with the car. The description she gave was of a black male, age 35-40 with a mustache, medium complexion, driving a gray older model Buick.

If you find yourself in a similar situation, do not pull over, but notify the police immediately.
Street Sweeping Change
The Department of Public Works has suspended daytime residential street sweeping January 9 - March 17. During this time, “No Parking/ Street Cleaning” restrictions will be lifted. Cars parked along posted, alternate-side, daytime street sweeping routes will not need to be moved on street sweeping days during the sweeper hiatus.
Overnight sweeping scheduled for the District’s major arterials (including Constitution and Independence Avenues) will, however, take place as usual, with the attendant parking ban during sweeping hours. Motorists are urged not to park in these areas during the posted overnight hours. SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1










































































































