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	CAPITOL HILL’S CALL BOXES

What, you may ask, is a “call box”? 

Before telephones and cell phones were common, there were orna-mental iron “call boxes” on poles at many street corners throughout the city. They were used by residents to turn in fire alarms or by police officers on patrol. Once the 911 emergency system was instituted, the call boxes were deactivated. 

Now, neighbors are working together to turn them into neighborhood icons that reflect the unique history and culture of their communities. Each box will have a theme that reflects something about the neighborhood – someone who lived there, a building, a tradition (like a block party, for instance), or a more generic topic, such as trees on Capitol Hill. Artists will decorate the box exteriors and create “plaques” or pieces of art using old photographs, quotes from longtime residents, poems that capture the spirit of the place, or notes on his-toric events or personalities. These will be affixed within the boxes.

The Capitol Hill Restoration Society is serving as the coordinating organization for greater Capitol Hill including North Lincoln Park. Volunteers are needed for many different aspects of the project. In particular, these boxes need sponsors
If you would like to help, or just want more information, contact the coordinator, Nancy Metzger, through the Capitol Hill Restoration Society (543-0425, CapHRS @aol.com) or directly (546-1034, n.metzger2@verizon.net).
	NLPNA Yard Sale!
The North Lincoln Park Neighbor-hood Association (NLPNA) Yard Sale will be held Saturday, May 20, rain or shine in the triangle park between the 1300 blocks of North Carolina Avenue and A Street NE (between 13th and 14th Streets). 

Donated items (tax deductible) to sell can be dropped off between 8 a.m. and 10 a.m. on the day of the sale. Proceeds benefit children’s activities and community building programs of the NLPNA such as The Buzz.

Volunteers are needed to set up, sell merchandise, clean up, haul leftovers to Goodwill, and post flyers. This is our primary source of funding – plus, it’s fun! The success of this event depends on you. For more information or to volunteer, call 543-3512 or send an e-mail to elizabeth_knits@yahoo.com, with “yard sale” as the subject.

Earth Day Clean-Up

The Anacostia Watershed Society will hold its annual Earth Day Cleanup and Celebration Saturday, April 22. The cleanup will be from 8:30 a.m. until noon at various sites along the Anacostia River – the closest to Capitol Hill is at Kingman Island, just across from the north parking lots at RFK Stadium. The celebration, which will be held at the Seafarers Yacht Club at 1950 M Street, SE, is from 1-2 p.m. and will include a picnic lunch, live music, and an African dance performance. 
If you are interested in participat-ing, contact Brian VanWye at 373-4992 or bvanwye@ecc1.org.
	COMMUNITY CALENDAR

· NLPNA meeting, first Tues. (May 2), 7:30 p.m., Lane Mem-orial CME Church, corner of 14th and C St. NE. All are welcome!

· H St Farmers Market Opens, Sat. May 6, 9 a.m.-noon, 600 block H St. NE. 

· PSA 103 meeting, second Wed. (May 10), 7 p.m., Miner ES, 601 15th St. NE.

· ANC 6A, second Thurs. (May 11), 7 p.m., Miner ES. For more information about ANC 6A, visit www.anc6a.org.

· Opening Reception, Sat. May 13, 4-8 p.m., Evolve Urban Arts Gallery at Pierce School Lofts, 1375 Md. Ave. NE. See article.

· NLPNA Yard Sale, Sat. May 20, triangle park between 1300 blocks of North Carolina Ave. and A St. NE. See article. 
· Capitol Hill Classic, Sun. May 21. Benefits Capitol Hill Cluster School, a DC public school. See article.
· The Buzz is available at www. anc6a.org/publications.html.

· The Buzz editorial staff can be reached at 543-3512 or elizabeth_knits@yahoo.com (put “Buzz” in the subject line). Articles on topics of interest in the NLP area are very welcome.
Residential street sweeping has resumed; the no parking restrictions are back in effect.

	Art Show and Reception

Abstract / Evolutions
Evolve Property Management invites you to the Evolve Urban Arts Gallery at Pierce School Lofts, 1375 Maryland Avenue, where the work of Capitol Hill resident Philip Joncas is on display. Gallery hours are 1-4 p.m., Monday-Friday.

The opening reception will take place Saturday, May 13, 4-8 p.m. and will include a tasting menu and two performances, at 5 and 6 p.m., of the Capitol Hill Youth Chorus under the direction of Thea Kano.

The exhibit and the reception are free and the public is welcome.

NE Library Programs:
( PuppetPlays, last Saturday of the month at 10:30 a.m.

( The Capitol Hill Mystery Book Club will meet May 1, 6:30 p.m.
( Chess for all ages (lessons and club), Mondays, 6:30 p.m.

( Toddler Time (storytime), Tuesdays, 10 a.m. and 11 a.m.
( Parachute stories, Tuesdays, 10 a.m. and 11 a.m. 

( Computer classes, Wednesdays, 9:30-1:30 a.m. 

( ASL storytime for deaf, hard of hearing, and KODA (kids of deaf adults) toddlers, Saturdays, 11:30 a.m.

( Intermediate American Sign Lan-guage, Saturdays, 11:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. Contact: Dyan Adamson at DLAASL@teacher.com.
The Northeast Branch library is located at 330 7th Street NE, at the corner of Maryland Avenue. For more information, call 698-3320.
Buzz Distribution

A distributor is needed for the 600 block of TN Ave. Call 543-3512, or email elizabeth_knits@yahoo.com with “Buzz” as the subject.

THE BUZZ EDITORIAL TEAM

Elizabeth Nelson

Suzanne Wells

Jennie Allen
	Farmers Market on H St.
Back by popular demand, the H Street Farmers Market is returning for another season of good eating. There will be at least two new farmers joining the regulars from last year. Not sure what to do with all those delicious veggies? Stephane Lazlo, the chef at Mont-martre, will do a live demonstration on opening day, May 6.
The market is open from 9 a.m. - noon on Saturdays through the end of Oct. on the 600 block of H Street (south side). Parking is available in the back of the market.
Trash Can Be Treasure 
The art teacher at Maury ES would appreciate your leftover art supplies, cardboard rolls, small boxes, plastic berry baskets, aluminum pie plates, scraps of ribbon/yarn/fabric/decorative paper, etc. Donations can be placed on the porch at 1330 North Carolina Ave.
New Community Center

by Anne Marshall

Recently, the La Maison community center opened at 18th and D Sts., NE. Its purpose is to provide a safe place for kids in the community to come and be kids – to play, learn, and interact with others. Also, La Maison provides space for all members of the community to share experiences through projects such as tutorial services, open mic nights and movie/discussion nights.
We have plans, momentum, and a lot of energy. But we can’t do this alone! We need people with talent, resources, and time to help out, especially volunteers from 5-8 p.m. on weeknights and grant writers as well as monetary and in-kind donations, such as art and school supplies. Our contacts are:
· For more info, Julius Johnson, ibnabu@aol.com, 409-7302
· To donate or to join listsrve, Sarah Sattelmeyer, sarahsatt@gmail.com 

· To volunteer, Clare Sierawski, claresophia@gmail.com
	Capitol Hill Classic 10K
Support the Capitol Hill Cluster School, a DC public school, and join your neighbors for one of the DC area’s most popular spring running events – the Capitol Hill Classic 10K. 

The race will be held on May 21, starting and ending in front of Peabody School (at Stanton Park). 

Information and registration forms are available through the web site, www.capitolhillclassic.com.
This community event depends on the efforts of neighborhood volunteers. To volunteer (or register if you don’t have access to the web), contact Howard Crystal at howardcrystal@meyerglitz.com or 588-5206.
Tree News
Trees for Capitol Hill (TCH) has arranged, again this year, to treat two of our favorite elms for dutch elm disease. One tree is in the triangle on the 1300 block of North Carolina Avenue and A Street. The other is in the triangle at 13th Street. and Tennessee Avenue. We are indebted to TCH as they are paying the entire bill themselves – several hundred dollars.

Remember to Water
As the trees leaf out and the heat of summer creeps in, we are reminded that our trees are working hard to cool and clean our air.

We need to return the favor by keeping them well watered. Most years, we could wait until later in the season, but it’s been so dry that supplemental water is needed now.
A quick blast from a hose does more harm than good by encour-aging poor root development. It’s much better to let the water trickle for 20-30 minutes. Tree gaitors (those green plastic bags) or buckets with a small hole work well. Some home-made watering devices are available; call Elizabeth 543-3512 or e-mail elizabeth_knits @yahoo.com with “Trees” as the subject. SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1










































































































