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	School Libraries Project

Representatives from Brent, Maury, Ludlow-Taylor, Payne, Tyler, Watkins, Peabody, and Stuart Hobson public schools are organizing a community-based effort to renovate the libraries at each of the schools, and have formed a new organization called the Friends of the Capitol Hill Public Schools Libraries. They have been joined in their efforts by the Capitol Hill Community Foundation. Their goal is to turn our school libraries into first-class libraries with beautiful, inviting spaces that welcome children and provide community space after school hours.  

The School Libraries Initiative has been accepted as a project by the Washington Architectural Foundation; architects have been assigned to each school to develop designs. Design sessions involving parents, teachers, students and librarians will be held in the near future.

The state of the DC public school libraries is not what our community and its children deserve. Whether you’re a student, parent, teacher, neighbor, local businessperson, or someone who just cares about getting children to read, you can join the Friends of the Capitol Hill Public Schools Libraries.  

For more information on how you can help, contact Suzanne Wells at m.godec@att.net or 547-2477 or Todd Cymrot at 
todd.cymrot@verizon.net or 997-3296.
	Warm Hands, Warm Hearts
The Northeast Branch Library (7th St. and Maryland Ave., NE) is asking for donations of new, or nearly new, hats, headbands, scarves, gloves, and mittens to share with children at the Creative Non-

violence Shelter for Women. Items may be hand-made or purchased. The drive will continue through February. 

The Library is also accepting non-perishable food for So Others Might Eat to help with Thanksgiving. Donations can be dropped off at the library through November 23.

Northeast Library Programs
For children:

( Movies for ages 8-12, Mondays, 4-6p.m.

( Toddler Time for ages 4 & under, Tuesdays, 10a.m. & 11am. 

( Parachute Stories for ages 4 & under, Thursdays 10a.m. & 11a.m. ( Moms on the Hill (MOTH) will host Storytime for children 5 & under Saturdays, 10-11:30a.m. 

For more information about children's programs call 698-3299. 

For adults:

( Chess for all ages with Willie Byrd, Mondays 6:30p.m.

( Meditation with Christine Getlein, Saturdays, 2:30-4:30p.m. 

( The Capitol Hill Mystery Book Club meets the 1st Monday of each month, 6:30pm. 

( A new class in American Sign Language (ASL) will be starting soon.

For more information about adult programs call 698-3320.


	COMMUNITY CALENDAR

· The NLPNA will not meet on November 1!  Election Day.

· PSA 103 meeting, second Wed. (Nov. 9), 7 p.m., Miner ES, 601 15th St. NE.

· ANC 6A, second Thurs. (Nov 10), 7 p.m., Miner ES. For more information about ANC 6A, visit www.anc6a.org.

· Citizen Summit IV, Sat. Nov 19, 9 a.m.-4 p.m., Washington Convention Center, Hall D.   Affordable housing, youth issues, economic development. For more information, visit http://cs.eona.dc.gov/register/ register.asp or call 727-2823.

· NLPNA meeting, first Tues. (Dec. 4), 7:30 p.m., Lane Memorial CME Church, corner of 14th and C St. NE. Share holiday cheer with neighbors. All are welcome!

· The Buzz is available at www. anc6a.org/publications.html.

· The Buzz editorial staff can be reached at 543-3512 or elizabeth_knits@yahoo.com (put “Buzz” in the subject line). Articles on topics of interest in the NLP area are very welcome.

Holiday Celebration

Again this year, the December NLPNA meeting (Tuesday the 6th) will feature “pot luck” snacks and sweets. Mark your calendars and plan to celebrate the winter holiday season with your neighbors. Children will be particularly welcome.

	Burglary Solutions

(October NLPNA meeting)
by Heather Schoell

NLPNA met with Alphonso Coles, Community Outreach Coordinator for MPD, for a refreshingly productive October meeting. Coles listened to community concerns regarding the recent rash of break-ins. He discussed Partnerships for Problem Solving, an MPD-led effort between law enforcement and the community that seeks to solve neighborhood issues through collaboration. Officer Banks of PSA 103 joined us to offer his ideas. Together we came up with a “doable” list of suggestions to increase safety and decrease crime.

1. Always lock your doors and windows. Even if you’re just going in or out for a moment, lock the door behind you! Assume you are being watched!

2. Post your address on the rear of your property so that police and firefighters in the alley may know if they’re at the correct address.

3. Know your neighbors and their habits. Make a map of homes within sight and note if they are routinely home during the day. (You could even note their vehicles.) If you see the door open of a person usually gone during the day, you might be witnessing a break-in.

4. Bar your windows and doors. Some models of bars may be opened from the inside with a key.

5. Get an alarm system. Turn it on. Officer Banks has ADT in his home.

6. Install outside lights and keep them on at night. Motion-detector lights can be particularly effective.  Report burnt-out street and alley lights at 727-1000. 

7. Security cameras – motion-activated and digital – are reasonably priced.  (We got our D-Link Wireless from ww.tigerdirect.com. Coles likes www.smarthome.com.)
	8. Join the MPD listserv. It is a useful tool for communication between your neighbors and the police. Commander Groomes and Inspector Solberg are quick to respond to posted messages. To join, go to http://groups.yahoo.com /group/MPD-1D/.

9. To report information to the police, such as activities at a known drug house, email Lt. Caldwell at renato.caldwell@dc.gov. That way he’ll have a record of the info, he can give it his full attention when he’s able, and won’t have to write it down.

10. There is a program in which you drop off your old cell phone (with charger) to MPD. They give it to retirees for the purpose of calling 911 or 311. It may be your car they’re calling to report being stolen!

11. Ladders should be stored inside or secured with a chain and lock.

12. Worth mentioning one more time ... lock your doors and post your address at the back of your house. Be safe!

Additional tips from Inspector Andy Solberg, MPDC 
· Make sure every external door has a strong, well-installed dead bolt lock.

· Lock double-hung windows with key locks or “pin” your windows by drilling a small hole at a 45 degree angle between the inner and outer frames, then inserting a nail that can be removed.

· Never hide keys around the outside of your home. Give an extra key to a neighbor you trust.

· When you move into a new home, re-key the locks. Same if you have given a key to a contractor.

· Prune shrubbery so it doesn’t hide windows or doors.

· If you travel, use timers that will turn lights on and off. Make sure you don’t let your mail and/or newspapers pile up. Stop delivery or have a neighbor pick them up. 


	Trees to be Planted! 

by Heather Schoell 

Good for us – we did it, we got our trees! Thanks to the donations of neighbors, NLPNA, and Trees for Capitol Hill (and the facilitation of Maryse Beliveau at DPR), we will hold a tree-planting ceremony the morning of Nov 19, beginning at 8 a.m.. Our friends, Cub Scout Pack 230, have asked if they may dig the holes. May they?!

Here’s what we will have to behold in the triangle at 15th & Constitution, NE: a large Chinese Chestnut, a large Sweet Gum and Black Gum, a small pink Dogwood Satomi, a small Oklahoma Red Bud, and medium Crape Myrtles, Natchez, and Muskogee. For 13th & Tennessee, NE: a large Tuscarora Crape Myrtle and a medium Appalachian Red Bud. 

We hope you can join us to cheer on the diggers and to help plant the trees!  

Buy Entertainment Books
It’s not too often that the price of something is goes down, but that’s the case with the 2006 Enter-tainment books! Two years ago, the Entertainment books sold for $35. This year the price of the books is only $25! NLPNA gets to keep $5 from every book sold. Last year, NLPNA raised over $200 this way.

The 2006 Entertainment books contain all the same great savings that they have in the past. The book pays for itself in no time.

If you’d like to buy a book or can help sell books, just call Suzanne at 547-2477.

Buzz Distribution

A distributor is needed for the 1200 block of E St. To volunteer, call Elizabeth, 543-3512, or send e-mail to elizabeth_knits@yahoo.com with “Buzz distribution” as the subject
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