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	So Much Information!
	

	by Heather Schoell

The October 7 NLPNA meeting went long and could have kept going, as we dealt with two topics very relevant to most Lincoln Park area residents – transportation and education.

A presentation by Greg Walker of Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority (WMATA) was met with rapt attention and a stream of pertinent questions. Walker came prepared with storyboards and glossy handouts to assist in his explanation of the future of transportation in the District – above-ground light rails and trams.  He explained that the planned rails would replace overburdened bus routes at a fraction of the cost of underground tunnel expansion.  First on WMATA’s agenda is the Anacostia Corridor Demonstration Project which, utilizing existing CSX rail lines, could support the Anacostia Waterfront Initiative as well as Bolling Air Force Base commuters. There will be an open house and public hearing for this project on October 28 starting at 6 p.m. at Birney School. For more information, call 669-8098 or visit www.dctransitfuture.com.

Our second speaker was Tommy Wells, Board of Education Representative for Wards 5 and 6. Wells conveyed that there is a misconception that charter schools offer a better education than public schools, citing Maury Elementary as a quintessential elementary school, and yet it is under-enrolled.  Wells graciously answered 
	questions relating to DC’s rank in national test scores (not yet at the middle for 4th grade testing), and excessive dropout rate (at an alarming 45 percent), pointing to a cut in funding for counseling and other social services for the elevated rate. Wells encourages residents to get involved with area public schools, as that is key for schools’ success.  

You can learn more about our schools at www.k12.dc.us, or contact Tommy Wells at 442-4289 or by email at Tommy.Wells @k12.dc.us or wellsthos@aol.com.

Thank You to Trees for 

Capitol Hill and ANC 6A
Four new trees will be planted in our neighborhood on Saturday, November 8. Thanks to a grant from ANC 6A and the generosity of Trees for Capitol Hill, which contributed matching funds, the trees will only cost $100 from the NLPNA’s general fund.

Two of the trees will be planted on Kingsman Field, one as a replacement for the Tyrone Payne memorial tree that was vandalized and the other to replace a tree lost in the alley renovation. Two will be planted in the triangle formed by the 1300 blocks of North Carolina Ave. and Constitution Ave. Neighbors willing to help with the planting should arrive early in the morning and bring shovels. Call 547-2477 for more info regarding the Kingsman site; call 543-3512 for information regarding the North Carolina Ave. site.
	COMMUNITY CALENDAR

· Citizen Summit III, Sat., Nov. 1, 8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m., Washington Convention Center, Exhibit Hall A, 727-0882. For more info, visit www.citizensummit.dc.gov.

· NLPNA meeting, first Tues. (Nov. 4), 7:30 p.m., Lane Memorial Church, 14th & C St. NE. Meet the new Ward 6 Neighborhood Planner, Cindy Petkac.

· PSA 512 meeting, second Wed. (Nov. 12), 7 p.m., Miner E.S., 601 15th St. NE. 

· ANC 6A meeting, second Thurs. (Nov. 13), 7 p.m., Miner E.S., 601 15th St. NE. Web address is www.anc6a.org.

· PSA 511 meeting, third Wed. (Nov. 19), 6:30 p.m., Teacher’s C.U., 9th & D St. NE.

· NLPNA meeting, Dec. 2, 7:30 p.m., Lane Memorial Church, 14th & C St. NE. Celebrate the winter holidays with your neighbors. (See article.)

· The Buzz is available on the community newsletters page of the Voice of the Hill website (www.voiceofthehill.com), and on the publications page of the ANC 6A website (see above).

· The Buzz editorial staff can be reached at 543-3512. Articles on topics of interest in the NLP area are very welcome. 

· Buzz distributors are needed for the 1300 block of Emerald St., the 1100 block of Constitution Ave. and the 1400 block of A St.

	Octoberfest

As we go to press, neighborhood kids are looking forward to the NLPNA Octoberfest celebration on October 25. Many thanks to Dawn Kopecki for organizing the event and to the many community members who volunteered.

Receipts for Education

Both Miner and Maury ES are participating in the Safeway and Giant receipts for education pro-grams. Please consider registering with Safeway and Giant so the schools can receive a donation whenever you shop there using your customer card. Registration forms are available in the stores. Safeway shoppers can also register on-line at www.safeway.com/community_escript.asp.

Maury’s school i.d. numbers are 11873064 (Safeway) and 00041 (Giant). Miner’s school i.d. numbers are 11873305 (Safeway) and 00043 (Giant).

Help Our Students

Although the school year is underway, some neighborhood children are still without the supplies they need to make the most of their educational opportunities. Both Maury and Miner ES would welcome donations of supplies such as paper, pencils, and binders.

In addition, Maury’s art teacher, Ms. Williams, is looking for art supplies, including recycled materials. Pretty much anything can be used, including glitter, paint, glue, markers, beads, sequins, baby food jars, feathers, fabric, aluminum pie plates, cardboard rolls, plastic berry baskets, containers with snap-on lids, and shoe boxes, to name just a few suggestions.

Donations can be dropped off at the school or at 1330 North Carolina Ave. 
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	Grant Money Available

Advisory Neighborhood Commission (ANC) 6A has grant money available for organizations proposing to provide services that are public in nature and benefit persons who reside or work within the Commission area. The services proposed should not duplicate those that are already performed by the District government. Grants cannot be made where the funds will be used to purchase food and/or entertainment, or to support festivals.

A grant applicant must:

· submit a written grant application to the Commission;

· describe the proposed project for which the grant is requested;

· state the expected public benefits; and

· state the total cost of the project, including other sources of funding.

Grant requests should be submitted at least six to eight weeks prior to the project or activity date, as they must be reviewed by the Community Outreach Committee before submission to the ANC for consideration.

The ANC encourages organizations to apply for these funds so that they can serve their intended purpose. If your organization has an idea that will benefit the community but hasn’t had the money to do it, this may be your golden opportunity.

Grant application forms can be found at www.anc6a.org under Other Documents. For more infor-mation or to request a paper copy of the application, call 543-3512.

Crime Map

The Buzz editorial team has still not mastered the Crime Map problem, which is how to get the map itself into Word format. If you are a Word wizard and have time to tackle this problem, please call 543-3512.
	Holiday Celebration

Again this year, the December NLPNA meeting will feature “pot luck” snacks and sweets. Mark your calendars and plan to celebrate the winter holiday season with your neighbors. Children will be particularly welcome.

Warm Hands, Warm Hearts

The Northeast branch library is asking for donations of new, or nearly new, hats, headbands, scarves, gloves, and mittens to share with children at area homeless shelters. Items may be hand-made or purchased. The drive will continue through the end of February. For more information, contact Michelle Jackson, 698-3299.

Entertainment Book 

Make Great Gifts!
Entertainment books have valuable half-off coupons at many area restaurants, and hundreds of other savings. The books cost $35, and NLPNA keeps $7 from every book sold. Last year, NLPNA raised over $200 by selling Entertainment books. Call Suzanne Wells at 547-2477 to get your book today.

Neighborhood Directory
To be included in the NLPNA neighborhood directory, provide your name, address, and phone number (and e-mail address, if you wish) in writing to Elizabeth at 1330 North Carolina Avenue, or bring it to the next NLPNA meeting. Please print as plainly as possible. Copies of the directory are free and are available only to those listed in the directory. For more information, call 543-3512.
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