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Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A

Community Outreach Committee

Minutes for February 20, 2006
The Committee convened at 7:15 PM, at the Church of the Lord Jesus Christ of the Apostolic Faith annex, 1235 C St. NE.

Attending COC members: (quorum)

· Louis Barbash
· Rose Williams

· Elizabeth Nelson (chair)
Absent COC members: 

· Marissa Irwin (illness)Louis 

· Barbara Anderson (travel)

Community members present:

· Christopher Browne, Greater Washington Sports Alliance
I. 
Discussion of advertising copy and ANC flyer
1. A revised version of The Voice of the Hill ad (similar to The Hill Rag ad) was approved.  It has been reformatted to make space for the new Transportation Committee. (Attached) 

2. Information on the meeting schedule and location of that committee is needed before the ads can be submitted to the publishers.  
Subsequent to the meeting Dea Varsovczky supplied most of this information.  The regular meeting schedule will be determined at the March 2 meeting of the committee.
3. We will ask Marissa, who did most of the layout of the existing flyer, to redesign it to accommodate the Transportation Committee.  Again, the meeting schedule and location will be needed.  Commissioner Marshall's contact information will replace Commissioner Holden's.

II.
Update on Website
The Commissioners page has been updated to reflect Commissioner Marshall's election.  The Committees page has been updated to included contact information for Dea Varsovczky.  The meeting schedule and location will be added there and to the Calendar as soon as it becomes available.  
Subsequent to the meeting, most of this information was provided and then posted to the website.  Dea also provided an agenda for the first meeting, which was also posted.
III. 
Goals for 2006

The COC has agreed on these goals for 2006:

1. Recruitment of grant applicants / grant writing assistance / review of grant applications

2. Increasing public awareness, including press coverage, of ANC 6A activities, especially grant making activities.

3. Finalize advertising arrangements with The Voice of the Hill and update ad in The Hill Rag.

4. Improve and maintain the website.

5. Revise ANC 6A flyer to reflect election of new commissioner and changes/additions to the committees.
III. Presentation by Christopher Browne, Greater Washington Sports Alliance

Mr. Browne addressed the COC on the topic of the National Marathon 2006.  He explained that the goals of his organization include expanding local participation so that it comes to be seen as a community event.  The COC offered to facilitate that by putting him in touch with youth groups including Boy/Girls Scouts and provide the names and locations of community schools and other youth groups that might want to participate in the festivities, either this year or next.  Suggestions were also made regarding local print media.

Mr. Browne outlined steps taken to minimize any negative impact on the surrounding community:
· The event has a very early start time, 7 a..m.
· It is scheduled for a Saturday (March 25, 2006) to minimize conflicts with the faith community.
· Street closings will be kept brief. Runners must submit a qualifying time of 4 hrs 30 mins or less in order to register.  All runners will have cleared ANC 6A area by 7:38 a.m.
· Goodwill Industries has been hired to clean the course as the runners clear it.  This will also provide employment to under-employed persons.
· The event organization is paying for additional City services such as the police.
· Abundant free parking (20,000 spaces) will be provided at RFK Stadium, the start/end point for the race.

Mr. Browne also outlined measures taken to provide information to and receive input from, the community:

· Presentation at public/neighborhood meetings including ANC 6A meeting.

· Announcements in local publications including The Hill Rag and The Buzz.

· All registrants for an earlier marathon that was cancelled were contacted and offered free registration in this event even though it is a completely different organization sponsoring it.
· Maps of the race course and other materials were provided as well as being available on the organization website.

Committee recommendation (unanimous):  that ANC 6A provide a letter of support for the event (draft provided).  Should ANC 6A decide not to provide such a letter, the COC recommends that ANC 6A provide a letter documenting Mr. Browne's efforts to provide information to and receive input from, the community.

IV. Request for letter of support from Capitol Hill Classic (Howard Crystal)

Mr. Crystal was unavailable to attend the COC meeting but provided materials though e-mail. All members of the COC are personally familiar with this extremely popular, annual, community event.  The Classic showcases the neighborhood to the many suburban neighbors and international tourists who participate in the race while benefiting the Capitol Hill Cluster School, a public school and neighborhood institution.
Committee recommendation (unanimous):  that ANC 6A provide a letter of support for the Capitol Hill Classic similar to the one sent last year (draft provided) 
V. Call Boxes

There is a program co-sponsored by a variety of civic and City groups to reuse the old police and fire "call boxes" as mini historic markers.  Several of these are located in ANC 6A.  A few have been "adopted" already but there are still a few (nominally under the purview of the North Lincoln Park Neighborhood Assn./Capitol Hill Restoration Society) that are available.  The COC has arranged to have one adopted by Kidpower/Miner ES (14th, F St & TN Ave), one by Girl Scout Troup 5076(13th & D St), two by Maury ES (both at 13 St, Constitution Ave & TN Ave).  We plan to advertise the remaining sites (12th & D St, 12th & E St, 13th St & MD Ave.) as a "hot topic" on the website, pending approval by the controlling organizations and the availability of explanatory materials suitable for posting.
Subsequent to the meeting this was also discussed with Nancy Metzger, project coordinator.
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