ANC6A Community Outreach Committee
April 20, 2009 Minutes

Church of the Lord Jesus Christ of the Apostolic Faith annex, 1235 C St. NE
Meeting called to order or 7:30 p.m.
Committee members present: Elizabeth Nelson (Chair), Rose Williams, Louis Barbash, Jacqueline Aamot
Committee members absent: Mark Roy
Commissioners present: Nicholas Alberti (ANC6A04), Gladys Mack (ANC6A07)
Community members present: Clinton Sharp, John Cotten (Rosedale Youth Institute), Necothia Bowens (Rosedale Citizen’s Alliance), John Hill (Kramer St. Association), Mary Spencer, Sondra Phillips-Gilbert (Rosedale Grass Roots Organization), Melissa McKnight, (DPR), Byron Peck (City Arts), Jean Kohanek (prospective committee member), Hannah Lewis, Gloria Beville, Debra Stewart, Darrin Roach
I. Agenda
1. Updates to agenda. Motion to adopt agenda. No objections.

II. Report from March ANC meeting:
1. Grants to Joy of Motion Step Ahead and Capitol Hill Garden Club approved.

2. COC asked to arrange public meetings for H Street Mural project. (Done; see IV below)

III. Request from the Rosedale Youth Institute (RYI) and Rosedale Citizens Alliance (RCA) for a letter from ANC 6A in support of their proposal to DPR to be “park partners” to the Rosedale Recreation Center.

1. Introduction of Melissa McKnight
a. Ms. McKnight explained the purpose and functioning of DPR’s Park Partners programs.
b. A Park Partners organization will not have any more input into future development of the Rosedale Recreation Center than will any other community group – especially the ANC.
2. Introduction of representatives of Rosedale Citizens Alliance (RCA) & Rosedale Youth Institute (RYI) and presentation of proposal (attached)
a. Necothia Bowens spoke for the RCA. She described the organizations purpose and activities, which are geared toward a wide range of ages and interests.  She also detailed outreach efforts to other community groups.
b. John Cotton spoke for the RYI, explaining their history and support for youth activities at Rosedale. He also addressed the need for the park partnership, to be able to fundraise to supplement the City funding for these activities. This was also covered at the March COC meeting.
3. Recap of information from March COC meeting and subsequent research

a. Any group seeking to be the official community representative must provide articles of incorporation. It is preferred but not required that they be a 501 (c) (3) organization (more likely to receive donations if tax deductible). They must submit this documentation as part of their request package and must include a letter from the ANC in support of their application. Once a Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) is fully executed, they must file monthly financial statements.
b. DPR will approve only one such request, although a joint proposal, such as that made by RYI/ RCA is eligible. The approved organization is the only one that may engage in fund-raising activities on the premises. In the case of a joint proposal, both of the organizations may fundraise.
4. Ms. McKnight took questions from both committee and community members.
a. Commissioner Mack asked if the RYI/RCA would be allowed to operate a store within the recreation center and was told “no”. 
b. Ms. McKnight clarified that groups with a park partnership agreement with DPR must have open membership, that is accept as members anyone who wished to join. However, individuals working directly with the youth must be registered volunteers.
c. Ms. Phillips-Gilbert and Ms. Spencer noted that the Rosedale Grassroots Organization (RGO) had been very active in lobbying for redevelopment of the Rosedale Recreation Center. 
5. Committee consideration of proposal

a. The COC has been given only one proposal to consider – that of the RYI/RCA.
b. Both groups meet the qualification requirements of the DPR, have been active in the community and have a history of success in their operations. They are a good example of groups coming together for a shared purpose. Together, they cover a broad range of community interests, with the RYI focused on youth and the RCA on more diverse groups within the community. Their proposal includes a “welcome” to other groups and individuals who would like to join their efforts.

c. Fundraising on premises is restricted to only one “park partners” group. However, other groups may offer assistance to the recreation center either through this group or directly. While DPR does supply some funding for youth activities, this funding does not cover the entire cost of the RYI sports activities. In fact, they have sought significant sums of grant money from the ANC in the past -- for football uniforms. Without the ability to conduct fundraising activities on premises it will be difficult for RYI and RCA to raise the funds for these and other activities. For example, the ANC would have been prohibited, by statute, from providing funding to the Recreation Center (which is a government agency) for those uniforms - but was not prohibited from making grants to the RYI.

d. Everyone agrees that they support the activities of these groups, especially the youth sports programs – which are necessary to reduce crime and improve the quality of life for all community members.
e. The Committee took comments from each citizen in attendance with respect to his or her views on the RYI/RCA request for a letter of support.  Some expressed concerns about adequacy of community notification.  Others countered that representatives of multiple community groups had been present at the meetings and/or had been contacted by the RYI/RCA.  Some members of the RGO objected that RYI/RCA would have official standing but other active community groups would not.  Ms. McKnight offered reassurance that any park-partners organization would be required to maintain an “open membership” policy and that other groups who meet the requirements could apply to be park partners in future. 
f. Motion: Elizabeth Nelson moves that ANC6A send a letter of support for the RYI/RCA park partners proposal. Seconded by Louis Barbash. Vote 4 in favor, none opposed.

IV. Presentation of plans for H Street mural
1. Presentation of plans for H Street mural
a. Byron Peck of City Arts gave overview of project
b. A report of a community input meeting (held April 14) was made by Mr. Peck and Ms. Nelson who were both in attendance at this meeting.

c. Community asked questions, about the design (painted mural), location (1010 H St. NE), theme (history of transportation, entertainment and retail on H Street) and who will do the work (Mr. Peck and a team of youth recruited from local schools and hired to do the work as part of a summer jobs program)
d. Public are invited to follow-up meeting April 23 at the Atlas Theater. Subsequent to the COC meeting, arrangements were made for an additional community meeting for Commissioner Marshall’s SMD.
2. Committee consideration of proposal
a. Committee members agreed that the concept of a community-based mural at this location was a good idea and had no objections to the proposal. City Arts has made sufficient effort to involve the community by holding public meetings and having advertised the meetings in flyers on H St., community listservs and the ANC website.

b. Motion: Elizabeth Nelson moves that ANC6A send a letter of support for the City Arts H Street Mural project. Seconded by Rose Williams. Vote 4 in favor, none opposed. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:40 p.m.
Next meeting: May 18, 2009
DRAFT LETTER OF SUPPORT FOR CITY ARTS H STREET MURAL

G. Byron Peck

Founder/Artistic Director

City Arts

1857 Lamont Street, NW

Washington, DC  20010

Mr. Peck,

On May 14, 2009, ANC 6A Commissioners voted to support City Arts' proposal for the H Street, NE Community Mural at 1010 H Street, NE.  The City Arts staff has worked with ANC 6A Commissioners, committees, and residents over the past month to determine themes for the mural that are reflective of the H Street, NE community.  We look forward to that work being reflected in the completed mural later this summer.

DRAFT LETTER OF SUPPORT FOR RYI/RCA PARK PARTNERS PROPOSAL

Ms. Ximena Harstock

Acting Director

DC Department of Parks and Recreation 

3149 16th Street, NW

Washington, DC  20010

Ms. Harstock,

The commissioners of Advisory Neighborhood Commission (ANC) 6A support the joint application of the Rosedale Youth Institute (RYI) and Rosedale Citizens Alliance (RCA) to become Park Partners to the Rosedale Recreation Center.  

Best Regards,

Joseph Fengler

Cc: Melissa McKnight, Director, Office of Partnerships and Development
Melissa.McKnight@dc.gov
ROSEDALE YOUTH INSTITUTE AND ROSEDALE CITIZENS’ ALLIANCE

DISTRICT OF COLMBIA PARKS AND RECREATION PARK PARTNERS (FRIENDS OF PROGRAM) PROPOSAL 2009

HISTORY AND MISSION STATEMENTS

The Rosedale Youth Institute (RYI) has been a part of North East Washington, DC Ward 6 and Rosedale community for 18 years.  Its mission is to instill pride in the community and provide the children of the Rosedale community with academic, mentoring, and athletic programs.  The RYI has partnered with the Rosedale Recreation Center to promote and support the programs that are supported by, but not fully funded by, the District of Columbia Parks and Recreation Department.  Over the past 18 years, the RYI has provided the Rosedale Recreation Center with thousands of man-hours of volunteering and numerous fundraising dollars in support and development of their programs.

The RYI does not discriminate based on race, color or creed and routinely provides programming to over 250 children between the ages of 5 and 15, in which 99% of the participants live in the Ward 6 community.  Some of the award winning programs that the RYI provides to the children is Tutoring and Mentoring, Football, Cheerleading, Pom-Pom, Basketball, Baseball, T-Ball and Teen Club.  The Football Program has long been known as the flagship youth football program, not only in the Rosedale Community, but also in the Washington DC area.  With six different weight and age groups, the program has won over 30 City Wide Championships including the 2007 DC Pop Warner Mighty Mite (6-9 year old) division First Place team and the 2007 Capital Beltway Youth Football League Tiny Mite (5-7 year old) Tournament Runner-Up.  The Capital Beltway Tournament featured teams from DC, Montgomery, and Prince Georges Counties.  This is not to take away from the numerous City Championships that the Cheerleading, Pom-Pom and other teams have won.  The Rosedale Youth Institute has also hosted a number of free community day events to promote the strength and pride that togetherness in a neighbor can bring.

Always looking to evolve, in 2008, the RYI has partnered with the Rosedale Citizens’ Alliance (RCA).  Established in 2005, RCA is a 501(c) 3 non-profit, volunteer organization made up of Rosedale neighborhood and adjacent neighborhood residents in Northeast Washington, D.C.   It was founded to help residents collaborate on Rosedale related health, safety and quality-of-life issues and foster a vibrant, safe neighborhood while honoring and maintaining its rich history and diversity.

RCA has continuously supported the Rosedale Recreation Center (RRC) by successfully creating a book-lending library for adults and children, holding monthly meetings at RRC with special guests, such as, Mayor Fenty (2007 & 2009) and Ward 6 Council Member Tommy Wells and sponsoring neighborhood clean-ups around the RRC site.  Most importantly, over the last three years, RCA members, collaborating with other Rosedale community groups including RYI, have actively and successfully petitioned the Mayor, DC Council and DPR to construct a new Rosedale Community Center, which is scheduled to begin construction summer 2009.  

The Friends of Rosedale is the combination of the RYI and RCA coming together, to not only support each other’s organizations, but to support in the mission of the DPR in general and programs and wellbeing of the Rosedale Recreation Center in particular.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PARTNERSHIP

The proposed partnership between the District of Columbia Parks and Recreation (DPR) and the Friends Of Rosedale (FOR) shall fall under the following guidelines.

· The location of the FOR group will be the Rosedale Recreation Center, 17th and Gales Street NE Washington, DC 20002

· The use of the full facility will be for the development, support, promotion and implementation of the programs and special events at the Rosedale Recreation Center.  These programs will include, but are not being limited to, Tutoring, Mentoring, Sports, Community Awareness, Meetings and Safety programs.

· The FOR will consist of the members of the RYI and RCA and any resident of the Ward 6 community who agree to the guidelines of the FOR as volunteers for the programs listed above. The FOR will not discriminate against anyone based on race, color, creed or religious background for membership. The FOR will require that all members be certified as Volunteers In Action (VIA) through the DPR as the majority of our programming will be base at the Rosedale Recreation Center.

· The end users of any program supported by the FOR will follow the same guidelines for users that are established by the DPR for facility usage.

PARK IMPROVEMENT AND MAINTENANCE PLAN

The FOR park improvement and maintenance plan is as follows:

· The FOR will use its volunteers to cleanup any part of the facility they used for programming as well as any general picking up of trash and cleaning as needed.

· The FOR will sponsor at the minimum, two annual community cleanup days.  The community cleanup day will be a major cleaning of the Rosedale Recreation Center.  This will included the picking up of trash and other debris inside and outside of the center, cleaning the bathrooms, floors, storage rooms and walls of the facility.

· The FOR will take on other beautification projects such as planting flowers and minor maintenance projects and painting, but will not do so without the prior approval of the DPR.

FUNDRAISING PLAN

The FOR will try to provide additional financial support to the Rosedale Recreation Center for programs that are insufficiently or under funded by the DPR and any other community event the FOR host or are a part of.  The FOR will be a not for profit group and will have an appointed Treasurer to insure that the accounting of funds are properly accounted for and distributed according to guidelines that are set for those transactions.  Sources of these funds are listed below.

· Community fundraisers such as, bake sales, concessions at games, and the use of community fundraising companies.

· The acceptance of donations from local business leaders and establishments.

· By applying for grants from organizations that are designed to help communities.

POINT OF CONTACT (COMMUNITY LIAISON)

The appointed Community Liaison and point of contact for any communication between the Department of Parks and Recreation and the Friends of Rosedale is John F. Cotten. His information is listed below.

John F. Cotten

1720 E Street NE

Washington, DC 20002

JFCotten187@comcast.net
202-874-2526 Day

202-388-9680 Eve

301-641-3421 Cell

