ADVISORY NEIGHBORHOOD COMMISSION 6A

Community Outreach Committee (COC)

Report for May 19, 2008
The Committee convened at 7:30 PM, at the Church of the Lord Jesus Christ of the Apostolic Faith annex, 1235 C St. NE.

Attending COC members: (quorum) 

•
Sylvie Lee

•
Rose Williams


•
Kenneth Wicks

•
Elizabeth Nelson (chair)

Absent COC members:

•
Louis Barbash

•
Mark Roy

Community members:  

•
Maya Mimms, Assistant Program Director, KidPower DC
I. 
Grant application from KidPower DC:

1.
A grant application was received from KidPower DC requesting funding for books, supplies and equipment for a summer program.  Examples of supplies include art supplies for art camp, science and technology equipment for science camp, math books for math camp, baking equipment for cooking and nutrition camp.  Initial comments were provided by committee members and an updated application was received timely.  However, additional questions arose during the COC meeting, as might be expected, and the representative provided by the organization did not have any knowledge of the grant application and could not address any of them.  She did ask that a replacement be sent to the meeting and, after a very brief delay, Maya Mimms arrived.  Ms. Mimms was able to answer most questions and a call to Kim Singer (the author of the application) supplied the rest of the information.  .
2.
The program will include 30 children who are currently enrolled at Miner ES, plus several alumni from that school.  These children reside in ANC 6A and constitute at least a third of all participants.  The ANCs in which the other children reside are also being asked to provide support for the program.  Although the activities are not taking place in ANC 6A, the children who live there will have free transportation provided from Miner ES
3.
There is a modest enrollment fee of $15 but the COC members felt that this would be manageable for most families, considering that it is an all-day program that lasts for several weeks and includes meals and field trips – there are no other expenses to participants.  Also, this amount is consistent with other similar programs.  The program offers a wide range of activities, including academics, physical education, life skills and the arts.  Having such a program during the summer months is clearly beneficial to both the children and their families.  It will keep the children occupied with safe, productive activities and encourage learning during school vacation.  Having youth engaged in such pursuits is also beneficial to their home community.
4.
The COC is familiar with KidPower, having recommended funding for past projects.  These projects have been well-run and a good use of ANC resources.  The importance of having receipts for items consistent with the purpose of the grant application was emphasized.  If the grant is approved by the commissioners, such receipts will be presented for reimbursement with the grant acknowledgement letter.

5.
The COC is convinced that the organization and the specific project are worthy of funding and that there is significant benefit to ANC 6A.  But the budget provided with the grant application contained a few minor errors and was very difficult to understand.  Rather than recommending non-funding of the application, the COC voted, unanimously, to recommend funding – conditional on receipt of a corrected application within two business days.  Note:  the corrected application was received, timely.
6.
Subsequent to the meeting Ms. Nelson contacted Ms. Singer to ensure that she was aware of the need to provide a corrected application within two business days.
Committee recommendation (unanimous):  that ANC 6A 

Approve a grant of $1,000 for KidPower DC to purchase books and supplies for their summer program (which could include art, science and technology equipment, and baking equipment).  
II. 
Recording of ANC meetings
1.
Ms. Lee asked if the COC/ANC were still interested in recording ANC meetings.  There ensued some discussion of the taping of the May ANC meeting.  Omar Mahmoud, Chair of the Transportation and Public Space Committee, has a copy of the file on his computer and is investigating the possibility of processing it and posting it with a link running from the ANC website. Lind Argos presentation would be of the greatest interest to the public and possibly that portion, alone, could be posted.
The meeting adjourned at 8:40 pm.

Next meeting is June 16, 2008.

Respectfully submitted,

Elizabeth Nelson

