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Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A

Community Outreach Committee (COC)
Report for June 18, 2007
The Committee convened at 7:30 PM, at the Church of the Lord Jesus Christ of the Apostolic Faith annex, 1235 C St. NE.

Attending COC members: (quorum)

· Louis Barbash
· Kenneth Wicks


· Rose Williams
· Elizabeth Nelson (chair)

Absent COC members:

· Barbara Anderson

· Maurice Cook

Community members: 

· Suzanne Wells, Capitol Hill Community Foundation, Schools Libraries Project
· Sylvie Lee
I. 
Feedback from June ANC meeting:

1. Funding approved for grant application submitted by KidPower DC
2. Resignations of Jesse Rauch and Rich Carlson approved.
II. 
ABL Proposal
At the request of Commissioner Mary Beatty, Chair of the Alcoholic Beverage License Committee, the request of that committee -to have the CoC take up recognition of merchants entering into voluntary agreements – was withdrawn. 

III. 
Grant applications from Capitol Hill Community Foundation, Schools Libraries Project
1. Suzanne Wells presented two grant applications one in support of the project at Maury ES and the other in support of the project at Ludlow Taylor ES.  Both school are located in ANC 6A, are in-boundaries for ANC 6A and draw substantial enrollment from ANC 6A.
2. The Capitol Hill Community Foundation (CHCF) is a reputable organization with a long history of service to the community.  The School Libraries Project involves the total renovation of eight (three last year and five this year) elementary school libraries on Capitol Hill.  This $2.48 million dollar effort includes gutting the existing library spaces, rebuilding them with updated electrical, lighting, shelving and finishes as well as new books and technology.  The architects on this project are working pro-bono, as are the project managers, graphic designers, and fundraising staff.  The project is funded mostly through grants, extensive fundraising efforts and private donations.  However, some funds are provided by the Federal Government and by DCPS.

3. Despite the extensive fundraising efforts, the project is still thousands of dollars short at both Maury and Ludlow Taylor.  Funds are requested to make up a portion of the shortfall and pay for some of the equipment/technology needed to operate the libraries.  $1,000 is requested for each project - $2,000 total.
4. The committee was unanimous in its opinion that there is substantial benefit to 6A – it is difficult to imagine anything more worthwhile than well-equipped libraries for our youth.

5. The committee is also satisfied that this does not duplicate any City service.  The project was originally conceived by the consortium of Capitol Hill PTAs, and developed by the CHCF, precisely because DCPS was unable to provide adequate library facilities.  The development and management of the project are the purview of the CHCF with minimal input from DCPS.  Most funding and manpower come from outside DCPS.  If approved, funds would be provided directly to CHCF and not directly or indirectly to any government agency.

6. The CoC is unanimous in its recommendation that the Commissioners approve funding for both grants.

Committee recommendation (unanimous):  that ANC 6A approve both grant applications received from Capitol Hill Community Foundation, Schools Libraries Project for library equipment/technology at both Maury ES and Ludlow Taylor ES in the amount of $1,000 each or $2,000 total.
IV.
Membership

Sylvie Lee, who resides in SMD 6A08 has volunteered to serve on the CoC.  We request that the commissioners approve her nomination.

V.
Summer Meeting Schedule

After some discussion (and consideration of recommendations provide by email from absent committee members) it was agreed that the CoC will meet on the third Monday of July but will not meet in August.

The meeting adjourned 8:30 pm.

Next meeting is July 16, 2007.

Respectfully submitted,

Elizabeth Nelson
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