ANC6A Community Outreach Committee
August 23, 2010 Minutes

Church of the Lord Jesus Christ of the Apostolic Faith annex, 1235 C St. NE
Meeting called to order at 7:35 p.m.
Committee members present: Elizabeth Nelson (Chair), Rose Williams (no quorum)
Committee members absent: Mark Roy, Necothia Bowens, Louis Barbash, Jean Kohanek
Commissioners present: Drew Ronneberg 6A02, Nick Alberti 6A04
Community members present: Ednajane Truax, Phil Toomajian (both Sherwood Recreation Center Garden)
I. Agenda
1. Adopted.

II. Discussion of grant proposal by Sherwood Recreation Center Garden:
1. Ms. Truax and Mr. Toomajian presented a grant request from the Sherwood Recreation Center Garden (SRCG), under the auspices of the Capitol Hill Garden Club (CHGC).  They provided a history of their recent gardening activities at the Center and also described their plans to improve and expand the existing gardens.  They have been gardening at the Center for over a year and have successfully planted and maintained gardens at the front of the property.  Bulbs from the CHGC have also been planted around the perimeter, a practice they intend to continue each fall.
2. Commissioner Alberti observed that the applicants had put a lot of thought into the budget.  He was pleased to see that the applicants had a good working relationship with the Center and that the applicants had made arrangements to store the equipment they would purchase on site at the Center.  He said that the gardens would “garner good will” among the neighbors by increasing its curb appeal.  He expressed some concerns about possible maintenance issues but was satisfied with the applicants’ response – that they had many interested neighbors helping them, plantings are low maintenance and they have ready access to water.  Volunteers include several USDA certified Master Gardeners.  While there are a few annuals for color, must plants are perennials and have been chosen not to need much care, including water.  In fact, by reducing the amount of lawn, overall maintenance (and carbon footprint) will be reduced.
3. Ms. Williams asked if DPR has plans to develop the garden.  The answer is “no”, although the Urban Forestry Administration (UFA) will partner with the SRCG to remove and replace trees that are dead and dying.  Ms. Williams also asked if the gardens could withstand the foot traffic at the Center.  Ms. Truax said that the existing gardens had suffered very little damage (only the loss of a few tulips), in part because plantings were arranged, and plants chosen, to accommodate heavy use. 

4. Ms. Williams also asked what outreach had been done with the neighborhood.  Whenever there is a gardening activity day, the surrounding households are flyered, requesting volunteers.  More of this is planned, if the necessary funding is received to expand the program.  Eventually, it is hoped that gardening can be incorporated into the Center’s programs and possibly food can be grown and shared with both growers and the needy.
5. Commissioner Ronneberg said that the improvements in the gardens were very visible and encouraged neighbors to have a positive impression of the Center.  They also encourage neighbors to become involved in volunteer efforts at the facility.  He further observed that there had not been significant ANC 6A grant activity at the Center and that the project would be worth funding.

6. Ms. Nelson said that she was satisfied that all the grant requirements had been met.  The CHGC has agreed to administer the funds, if received, and they have successfully fulfilled their responsibilities to ANC 6A in the past.  She also observed that the SRGC might be interested in taking on more of a “friends of” relationship with the Center and that would facilitate the establishment of gardening as a program within the Center.
7. Motion: Commissioner Ronneberg moved that the COC recommend full funding ($1,000) of the grant request made by the Sherwood Recreation Center Garden.  Seconded by Ms. Williams. Vote 4 in favor (incl. both commissioners), none opposed.

III. Discussion of revised ANC 6A flyer:
1. Ms. Nelson noted that the flyer as it appears on the website is up-to-date but that the hard-copies were all printed shortly before Commissioner Fengler’s resignation and that there is no budget, currently, to print new ones.  

2. Commissioners Alberti and Ronneberg suggested that the COC not revisit this issue until after the first of the year as there may be new commissioners and different officers.
IV. Discussion public notification of grant availability:
1. Ms. Nelson has been running notice in The Buzz of both ANC 6A grant opportunities and availability of ANC 6A sponsored bulbs through the CHGC.  Notices have also run in the Hill Rag.  Links to the ANC 6A grant application and related materials are posted on the ANC 6A website, www.anc6a.org, as is a link to the CHGC bulb application.

V. The next meeting of the COC will take place Monday, September 20, at 7:30 p.m. and 1235 C St. NE
Meeting adjourned at 8:35 p.m.
