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Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A

Community Outreach Committee

Minutes for September 19, 2005

The Committee convened at 7:15 PM, at the Church of the Lord Jesus Christ of the Apostolic Faith annex, 1235 C St. NE.

Attending COC members: (quorum)

· Barbara Anderson

· Louis Barbash

· Elizabeth Nelson (chair)

· Rose Williams

I.
COC membership update

Barbara Anderson was welcomed as an official member of the COC, having been confirmed at the September ANC meeting.

II. 
Grant application update – report from September ANC 6A meeting

It was reported that ANC 6A voted to fund three grants as recommended by the COC at the July and August meetings, Ludlow-Taylor PTSA, SummerTime and Reading Together (START) Lincoln Park Book Club, and Maury PTSA.  A check has been written to Home Depot to fund the Ludlow-Taylor grant.  Elizabeth has contacted the supplier for the Maury grant to arrange ordering of the materials.  START will place book order and then ask for check to be written.

III.
Grant outreach

Elizabeth has sent repeat follow-up emails to Eastern HS PTSA about their submitting a grant. We are still waiting to hear from them about their request for items needed for the band.  

IV.
Discussion of possibility/legality of providing ANC grant money to Katrina victims – as requested by ANC 6A at suggestion of Commissioners Borbely and Ibangha

Such funding is barred, by statute, because the victims do not live in ANC 6A.  Additionally, funding is prohibited for food, clothing and anything that becomes the property of an individual.  There are other applicable restrictions as well.  Commissioner Alberti, Treasurer, ANC 6A, sent e-mail to DC auditor to verify that these statutes are still in effect.  The reply stated that such funding was indeed prohibited.

Committee recommendation: That ANC 6A not provide grant money to aid Katrina victims as such funding is prohibited, by statute.

V.
Discussion of means of reducing photocopying costs of monthly ANC agenda/agenda package – as requested by the commissioners of ANC 6A 

At the September ANC meeting, Commissioner Borbely remarked that it had cost approximately $1,000 to make copies of the September agenda and agenda packages.  He and his fellow commissioners expressed concern that this was a substantial sum and referred the matter to the COC for consideration.  

The COC agrees that this is indeed a lot of money to spend, especially as many copies are not used.  The COC believes that the agenda-packages are an extremely useful tool for facilitating participation at the monthly meetings but that the high cost of printing multiple copies for advance distribution is not justified.  Copies of the agenda-only will provide sufficient advance notice to the public as to expected meeting content.  However, the agenda should include the web address where the full agenda package can be down-loaded, along with the names and phone numbers of the commissioners, as contacts for those without web access.  For example:

“Copies of the complete agenda package, including all supporting documents, can be found on the Agendas page at www.anc6A.org.  Or contact your commissioner at [names, phone numbers] for more detailed information about particular topics.”

After much discussion of the purposes served by the agendas and agenda-packages and the best means to serve those purposes, the committee developed the following recommendation.

Committee recommendation:

1. That the Secretary of ANC 6A order, pick up, and deliver to the monthly meeting sufficient copies of the full agenda-package to serve all attendees.

2. That commissioners make additional copies of the full agenda-package, if desired, on the account at Kinkos.

3. That the commissioners make copies of the agenda-only for advance distribution at “their” posting locations. The COC further recommends that the agendas include the web address where the full package can be accessed on-line and contact information for the commissioners (for those without web access)

4. That this policy be instituted on a trial basis for the next three ANC meetings, at which time commissioners may adopt it permanently or send it back to the COC for revision.

VI.
Update on presentation for marketing option by The Washington Examiner
We have had no further contact from Edward Hopkins, Accounts Executive of The Washington Examiner newspaper, and assume that he is no longer interested.

VII.
Future meeting schedule

It was noted that future meetings may need to be rescheduled due to the December-February holidays (Christmas, Martin Luther King Jr. birthday, President’s Day).  A decision will be made at the October or November meeting, in time to change the paid advertising.

The meeting adjourned at 8:30 pm.

Next meeting is October 17.

Respectfully submitted,

Elizabeth Nelson







[image: image3.wmf] 

_1155374333.doc
[image: image1.png]»*
»*
*







