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Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A

Community Outreach Committee

Minutes for November 21, 2005

The Committee convened at 7:15 PM, at the Church of the Lord Jesus Christ of the Apostolic Faith annex, 1235 C St. NE.

Attending COC members: (quorum)

· Barbara Anderson

· Louis Barbash

· Elizabeth Nelson (chair)

· Marissa Irwin
· Rose Williams

Community members present:

· Craig English, Eastern High School PTSA grant applicant

· Martin Carmody, Friends of Northeast Public Library grant applicant

· Tony Hurst, representing Northeast Public Library 

· George Blackman, Maury Elementary School PTSA grant applicant

I. 
Update on discussion of advertising copy – at request of Commissioners

The COC has been authorized to purchase the larger ad in The Hill Rag and to work with advertising staff to get the copy ready (including frame set-up) for the January issue. After that, the ANC Secretary can just send the dates (or other information that has changed) rather than sending the complete ad.  Andrew Lightman (The Hill Rag) has been contacted and will be back in touch to complete the arrangements.  It was suggested that the ANC chair’s phone number be included in the ad since the committee chairs phone numbers are listed. Marissa Irwin will do this.
II. 
Grant application from Eastern High School PTSA by Craig English
Mr. English gave us a brief history of the medical training program at Eastern SHS. It was established in the 80’s and is currently being updated by him. Two items are being requested by the PTSA: curtains and medical reference materials/books. COC members asked about the price of the curtains: the curtains are needed to finalize the full scale real-life hospital room, which can double as a real hospital room in emergencies. The curtains will help the students learn how to respect patient privacy, a very important aspect to their training. The medical reference books provide scenarios for training purposes.  These materials are not provided by DCPS.  (Grant application and brochure attached).
Committee recommendation (unanimous):  that ANC 6A provide $2,000 (not to exceed) grant money to Eastern Senior High School PTSA for the purchase of curtains and medical reference materials/books.
III.
Grant application from Friends of Northeast Public Library by Martin Carmody and Tony Hurst
Mr. Hurst told us about the broadening of the children’s section of the library. In the past six months, it has grown in interest and is bringing in many new children. As part of this effort, they are asking for funds to set-up a puppet theater. It will be the only full scale puppet theater in the DC Public Library system. Mr. Hurst has run puppet theaters in the past and will be managing this one with the help of volunteers.  This will also provide opportunities to engage teens in the community. (Grant application attached).

Committee recommendation (unanimous): that ANC 6A provide $600 (not to exceed) grant money to Friends of Northeast Public Library for the purchase of materials necessary to make and run a puppet theater.

IV.
Grant application from Maury Elementary School PTSA by George Blackman
Mr. Blackman explained that the school has a fully functioning computer lab where students learn how to use a computer but the school does not have computers available that can be used for basic research and for getting projects completed. They have gotten computers and related materials from DCPS and other sources but need a few additional items (not provided by DCPS) to enable to them to get the internet research center fully functional.   (Grant application attached).
Committee recommendation (unanimous): that ANC 6A provide $400 (not to exceed) grant money to Maury Elementary School PTSA for the purchase of materials necessary to complete the internet research center.

V.
Discussion of advertising in Fagon Guide 

Fagon Guide is a telephone book for the hill and is delivered free of charge to hill residents once a year. In addition to the listing the ANC gets for free, we discussed placing an 1/8 page ad that would cost around $220 (less non-profit discount). We discussed why placing an ad would be a good use of funds: it is a one-time payment and as people use it throughout the year there is a greater chance of people coming across the ad. The ad would be revised to get people’s attention and encourage their participation. Marissa Irwin will produce a new draft of the ad.
Committee recommendation (unanimous): that a small ad be placed in the Fagon Guide.
VI.
Discussion of policy regarding requests from candidates to appear at ANC meetings 

ANC 6A has been contacted by candidates seeking office.  At the November ANC meeting, the commissioners referred the matter to the COC to develop a policy to deal with these requests in a consistent manner.  After some discussion the COC developed the following statement:

The Advisory Neighborhood Commission is an official body of the District of Columbia government, as are the School Board, the Board of Zoning Adjustment or the City Council.  The ANC meetings are held to conduct official business as are the hearings and meetings conducted by other City agencies.  Campaign activities fall outside the purview of the ANC and are no more appropriate for ANC meetings than they are for the functions of any other body of the District government.  Therefore, we recommend that:

1) Candidates for public office should not be given time on the ANC agenda for any discussion of their candidacy
2) If candidates wish to make a statement during community comments, it should be on a topic relevant to ANC 6A business, without mention of their candidacy.

3) Candidates wishing to introduce themselves to potential constituents or distribute campaign literature should be asked to do so outside the meeting room, as people exit, so as not to disrupt the meeting.

4) ANC 6A should not sponsor a candidates forum.

Committee recommendation (unanimous): that ANC 6A adopt the policy as outlined above.

The meeting adjourned at 8:45 pm.

Next meeting is December 19.

Respectfully submitted,

Marissa Irwin
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