ADVISORY NEIGHBORHOOD COMMISSION 6A

Community Outreach Committee (COC)

Report for November 17, 2008
The Committee convened at 7:30 PM, at the Church of the Lord Jesus Christ of the Apostolic Faith annex, 1235 C St. NE.

Attending COC members: (no quorum) 

•
Rose Williams


•
Louis Barbash

•
Mark Roy

•
Elizabeth Nelson (chair)

Absent COC members:

•
Sylvie Lee

Community members:

•
Heather Schoell (Maury ES PTA)


•
John Gibson (Eastern SHS PTA)

•
Brandon Wills (Eastern SHS)

•
Otis Hawkins (Eastern SHS)

•
Kevin Hill (Eastern SHS)

I. 
Grant applications from Maury ES PTA & Eastern SHS PTA:

1.
The discussion began with Ms. Nelson presenting the total of uncommitted grant money for the current fiscal year $3,300. She also presented information on the distribution of grant money in the past three fiscal years.  Because funds are limited and the grant applicants are, in some sense competing with each other, the decision was made to allow both organizations to present their applications before making a recommendation as to funding of either one.
2.
Heather Schoell presented the grant application from the Maury ES PTA.  She explained that DCPS does not provide funding for playground equipment, other than the climbing apparatus.  This is unsafe for many of the smallest children (five broken arms) and unsuitable for older children.  Although there is a large playground, there are very few recreation activities because of the lack of equipment.  Consequently, the students are net getting as much exercise as they should.  The PTA is requesting $550 to purchase a variety of equipment that would encourage all ages of students to have more active play.  
3.
John Gibson presented the grant application from the Eastern SHS PTA. They are requesting $6,800 toward the cost of replacing the percussion instruments for the marching band.  DCPS does not provide instruments.  In fact, those currently in use were purchased ten years ago by the PTA and other friends of the school. These instruments are worn out, many beyond repair.  The PTA has engaged in many fundraising activities and has raised enough money for new uniforms – but not for new instruments. They have also contacted organizations that specifically address providing musical instruments to those in need of them.
4.
The COC noted that both grant requests would serve extremely worthwhile purposes and meet all the statutory guidelines.  However, there is not enough funding available for both; the Eastern SHS PTA grant, alone, exceeds the budget.  Also, the Eastern PTA has received considerably more than any other grant applicant within the past three years, a total of approx. $8,600.  The Maury PTA received approx. $900 in the same time frame.  ANC 6A receives an average of six grant requests per year.  So, the COC also felt that it would be unfair to recommend disbursement of all grant funding so early in the fiscal year. Therefore the COC agreed that it would be equitable to give the Maury PTA full funding ($550) of their relatively modest grant request, especially in consideration that they have received less in prior years, and to give the Eastern PTA the same amount ($550) toward the cost of the instruments.
5.
The COC also discussed other ways that the Eastern SHS marching band might be helped to acquire the needed instruments, including recommendations of other grant making organizations and fundraising opportunities.

Committee recommendation (unanimous, quorum):  that ANC 6A 

Approve of a grant of $550 for the Maury ES PTA to purchase equipment to be used on the playground during recess.

Committee recommendation (unanimous, quorum):  that ANC 6A 

Approve of a grant of $550 for the Eastern SHS PTA toward the cost of percussion instruments for the marching band.

II. 
ANC 6A Flyer
1.
Ms. Nelson announced that there is a new commissioner in SMD 6A08 who has not yet introduced himself to the Commission.

2.
The COC is not clear as to the Commission’s intentions with respect to the continuation of the Public Safety Committee.

3.
With this in mind (and not knowing the current cost of photocopying) it was decided that the COC did not have enough information to proceed.  The matter will be deferred until December.

Chair’s request:  that ANC 6A 

Provide guidance as to the continuation of the Public Safety Committee.
The meeting adjourned at 8:30 pm.

Next meeting is December 15.

Respectfully submitted,

Elizabeth Nelson

