AGENDA

ANC 6A Economic Development & Zoning Committee

Tuesday, August 30, 2005, 7-9 PM

Capitol Hill Towers (900 G St, NE)

Community Room

1. Community comment

2. DCRA Report on approvals for fast-food restaurants on H Street NE and related issues: Dr. Patrick Canavan, Director

http://www.anc6a.org/SMD02/DCRAinvitEDZ0805.pdf
http://anc6a.org/BlimpieLet6A6C.pdf
http://anc6a.org/CluckUChick.pdf
http://anc6a.org/BZA17214Blimp.pdf
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Attachment 2

http://anc6a.org/WardLiaison.pdf
3. Report from National Capital Revitalization Corporation on 525 9th St, NE (old police station) and 1341 Maryland Ave, NE (old firehouse): Don Pross, Senior Development Director.
http://anc6a.org/1341MD525on9inv.pdf
http://anc6a.org/1341MD525on9disp.pdf
4. Application for use of public space at 1400 Maryland Ave, NE


Attachment 3
5. Letter on vacant/abandoned buildings: Commissioner Borbely


Attachment 4
6. Review of letter requesting streetcar demonstration project on H St/Benning Rd, NE

Attachment 5
7. Community comment (time permitting) 
Everyone is welcome! Call Commissioner Rice with questions at 544-3734. 

************************************************

Visit our website at http://www.anc6a.org/ 

Sign up for automated meeting reminders and community

listserv at http://groups.yahoo.com/group/anc-6a/


ATTACHMENT 1

VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL

August 18, 2005

To:

Joseph Fengler (fengler6q@yahoo.com)

From:

Neil Stanley



Acting Zoning Administrator

Re:

Taste of Jamaica

Dear Mr. Fengler:

This electronic mail is written in response to your July 11, 2005, electronic mail to Patrick J. Canavan, Director at the Department of Consumer and Regulatory Affairs (DCRA) regarding the continuing issuance of a certificate of occupancy for the Taste of Jamaica, located at 528 H Street, N.E.

Our DCRA records show that this agency issued a certificate of occupancy to the Taste of Jamaica on March 10, 2005, for use as a Carry-Out.  We are reviewing our records, relevant zoning regulations, and Board of Zoning Adjustment orders for similarly situated eating establishments along the H Street, N.E. corridor.  Additionally, the Office of the Zoning Administrator has informed the Taste of Jamaica of DCRA’s intent to bring ensure compliance with all District of Columbia Zoning provisions.

We are actively monitoring the situation and will keep you apprised of the status of this and other zoning compliance issued for eating establishments along the H Street N.E. corridor.

Please feel free to contact the Office of the Zoning Administrator at 202 442-4576 if you have any additional questions.

IQ#193956
ATTACHMENT 2
From: "Lewis, Theresa (DCRA)"

To: 'Joseph Fengler' , "Jones, Peter (EOM)" , 
Subject: RE: 1200 to 1300 Block of H Street, NE --Adjacent Alley - Fast F ood Establishments and 11 DCMR 733


Date: Wed, 20 Jul 2005 08:29:08 -0400

Mr. Fengler:

I will assign one or two inspectors to coordinate with the Department of Health (DoH), seeking their assistance in conducting inspections of all food establishments from the 200 block to the 1500 block of H Street, N.E. While DCRA has authority to enforce the housing and building codes, we will need the assistance of DoH in enforcing the health regulations as they pertain cleanliness, storage, and refuge. My goal will be to have this survey completed by August 5, 2005 and a report to you within a few days of that date.
 
Sincerely,
 
Theresa D. Lewis, Chief of Staff
Office of the Director
Department of Consumer and Regulatory Affairs
941 North Capitol Street, NE Suite 9500
Washington, D.C. 20002
Office: (202) 442-8947
e-mail: Theresa.Lewis@dc.gov
Fax: (202) 442-9445
ATTACHMENT 3

[image: image1.jpg]



DDOT Public Space Management Administration letter dated Aug 2, postmarked Aug 5. Application by Jotis Car Rental to occupy public space #13868 for parking, at 1400 Maryland Ave. NE. ANC has 30 days from receipt of plans to offer objections. Info: Donna Hanousek, 202-353-2212. Convey any objections to Denise Wiktor, Rm 2104, 941 North Capitol St. NE.

ATTACHMENT 4
Subject: Item for Aug 30 meeting

From: "Marc Borbely" 

Date: Mon, 15 Aug 2005 19:42:55 -0400

I'd like to present a letter to the ED&Z Committee on Aug 30th, for committee approval -- will get you a draft shortly, but it'll be a letter to DCRA requesting that a list of vacant buildings in my SMD be taxed at the higher, vacant property rate. I'm asking my neighbors to help me compile the list of properties -- there's a few listed at http://www.anc6a06.us -- and then I'll drive by and double-check the list and see which are being taxed at the right rate and which aren't.

I've already tried submitting a property for higher tax rate, months ago, to DCRA, and it's still listed wrong -- I figure if the ANC sends a small list all at once, there's a better chance that someone will get it right.

ATTACHMENT 5
DRAFT LETTER: FOR COMMITTEE REVIEW AND COMMENT

September 23, 2005
Dan Tangherlini, Director

District Department of Transportation

2000 14th Street, NW

Washington, D.C. 20009

Re:  Light Rail Track Installation between Minnesota Avenue and Union Station metro stations

Mr. Tangherlini,

At the duly noticed and regularly scheduled Advisory Neighborhood Commission 5B, 6A, 6C, 7A and 7D meetings, held on September 1, September 8, September 14, September 12 and September 20 respectively, the Commissions voted to request support to fund and install light rail tracks between the Minnesota Ave and Union Station metro stations as part of the H Street NE streetscape and Starburst Plaza for Maryland Avenue / Benning Road capital improvement projects.  This is request is made for the following reasons:

1. Minnesota Avenue and Benning Road Government Center Project.  The District of Columbia is working to spur economic development in communities east of the Anacostia River by providing office space for the Department of Employment Services and the Department of Human Services to include ground floor retail and a Metro Station parking garage.  As these critical agencies will be serving the broader community on both sides of the Anacostia River, providing efficient transportation will not only help the community; but significantly decreases the automotive demand on this corridor.  

2. Minnesota Avenue Business District.  The Minnesota Avenue and Benning Road area is considered the downtown of Ward 7.  Planning for light rail access that can transport residents from Union Station to Minnesota Avenue expands the potential development of the Ward 7 downtown business district.

3. District of Columbia Great Streets Initiative.  The 3.5 miles of H Street and Benning Road NE as well as the 3.5 miles Minnesota Avenue NE have been included in the Great Streets Initiative.  The goals of this initiative are: (1) make major corridors and boulevards clean, safe, and attractive neighborhood destinations that represent the city's diversity and overall quality of life; (2) use public tools to leverage private investments and enhancements; and (3) provide neighborhood-preferred goods and services in well-maintained facilities while retaining, expanding, and attracting businesses.  Installing the light rail tracks will accomplish these goals and create a shared synergy between these two Great Street Initiatives providing a common catalyst for long-term development on both corridors.

4. H Street NE Revitalization / H Street Main Street.  While at the initial stages, private investment on H Street NE is starting to arrive and flourish.  The District of Columbia Department of Transportation (DDOT) streetscape initiative will completely repair the H Street NE corridor to include improved lighting, pedestrian sidewalks, bulb outs at key traffic lights, and new traffic signals.  One of the key recommendations of both the Office of Planning’s H Street NE Reutilization Plan and DDOT’s H Street NE Corridor Transportation Study was to install a light rail system that runs the entire length of the corridor.  Over 5,000 additional housing units will be added to the H Street NE Corridor over the next few years.  Combined with the development of the H Street NE corridor as a shopping and entertainment destination, planning to solve the pending parking challenge before it occurs is one of the community’s key concerns.  Accordingly,  incorporating the installation of the light rail tracks in conjunction with the streetscape improvements not only makes sense, but will limit the disruption to the emerging business on the corridor.  To borrow any often used phrase, “measure twice and only cut once.”

5. Commercial Corridor/Small Business Development.  The Fiscal Year 2005 Department of Housing and Community Development (DHCD) Consolidated Plan for the District of Colombia lists both H Street NE and the Minnesota/Benning locations as two of the four citywide target areas for intensive revitalization efforts in commercial corridors and neighborhoods.  One of the best ways to signal long term commitment to revitalization is to install the light rail tracks in Fiscal Year 2006.  It is understood that the funding for the actual streetcars and the day-to-day operations will still need to be identified.  However, the message to the business community will be clear – brick and mortar, and in this case steel tracks, are the evidence of that commitment. 

6. Affordable Housing.  The same DHCD Consolidated Plan also identified Minnesota and Benning Road as one of the eight neighborhoods for affordable housing.  Affordable housing requires safe and accessible public transportation.  Using the light rail that links Minnesota Avenue and Union Station metro stations will provide the much needed direct east to west public transportation.  We look forward to the day that not only residents from east of the river can travel to downtown; but when the downtown residents can travel to east of the river.
7. Existing High Demand.  The existing Metro bus usage on the X2 line (Benning Road and H Street line) has one of the highest average weekday usage in the city – 16,333.  Accounting for the X1 and X3 lines that also use H Street NE, the daily average exceeds 20,000 riders.  This is one of the highest daily averages in the city and clearly indicates that our combined communities will be able to maximize the city’s investment.

In closing, we are quite literally at a crossroads.  Should we settle for capital improvements that do not embrace the complete vision of a unified city?  Providing the additional funds to incorporate the light rail tracks into the current capital improvements planned in our respective communities for Fiscal Year 2006 not only is a good planning and financial decision; but one that will bind our communities together to continue and expand the existing efforts to reverse decades of economic decline and decay.

Respectfully,

William Shelton, ANC 5B, Chair

1355 New York Avenue, NE

Washington, DC 20002

Joseph Fengler, ANC 6A, Chair
Angela Murphy, ANC 7A, Chair

P.O. Box 75115
4310 Texas Avenue, SE

Washington, DC 20013
Washington, DC 20019

Mark Dixon, ANC 6C, Chair
Dorothy Douglas, ANC 7D, Chair

P.O. Box 77876
P.O. Box 64052

Washington, DC 20013-7787
Washington, DC 20019

Cc:
Mayor Anthony Williams
Councilmember Vincent Orange

Councilmember Sharon Ambrose
Councilmember Vincent C. Gray

Councilmember Kwame R. Brown
Ms. Carol Mitten, Director, Office of Property Management


Councilmember David Catania
Ms. Ellen M. McCarthy, Interim Director, Office of Planning
