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REPORT OF THE 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND ZONING COMMITTEE
OF ANC 6A
March 30, 2004

Present: Commissioners Joe Fengler, Gladys Mack, Cody Rice, and Jessica Ward; Resident Members Sherry Brown, Jeff Fletcher, Virginia Gaddis, and Drew Ronneberg.

Commissioner Rice chaired the meeting.
1125 G Street, NE: Maintenance and Safety

The committee heard serious concerns from a large group of residents about problems related to the construction of a multi-story residential dwelling at this address. Residents provided photographs and showed a videotape of a Channel 7 news report from February 3, 2003. The concerns expressed at the meeting included the following items:

1. Whether required construction inspections have occurred or have been inadequate. There were particular concerns about inspections for the foundation, firewall, framing, and overall structural integrity.

2. Whether a licensed general contractor is supervising the work.  

3. Status of property registration in the Real Property Assessment Database and tax treatment by the Office of Tax and Revenue. There is no property with the address 1125 G St, NE in the database, although a property at lot 0983 and square 0056 is shown as owned by Lisa M. Godette. This property is classified as use code 91: “True-Vacant.”

4. Vehicles working on the site (large trucks and bulldozers) access the site from the new brick sidewalk causing damage to the sidewalk. 

5. Fences around the property are often not properly secured, allowing unauthorized access and theft from the site.

6. Adjoining properties have been damaged or threatened with damage by cave-ins and sinkholes on the site. There are concerns about the safety of the foundation. Also, there are concerns that pedestrians may fall into the pit immediately behind the front sidewalk.

7. Contractors working on the site have contacted neighbors attempting to locate the owners of 1125 G Street, NE. Residents speculate that this may indicate that cash payments to contractors are occurring without proper tax reporting.

8. The alley between 11th & 12th and F & G Streets is sometimes blocked by work vehicles and materials.

9. Work vehicles damaged the fence at 636 12th Street, NE.

10. The alley and street have been damaged by construction activities. The temporary patches are not adequate.

11. Phone and cable lines have been knocked down, and repairs have left some lines with excess slack.

12. The residents expressed concern about whether the plans conform to zoning regulations for lot coverage and height, and whether the plans had been followed.

13. Vermin such as rats, as well as mold and mildew from water damage that should be addressed before additional construction.

14. Mud and dirt in runoff from the site during rainy weather.

15. Whether proper public space approvals have been obtained, and whether fees have been improperly waived.

16. Destruction of a street tree by construction activities.

17. Possible illegal activities (drug drop-off in bamboo?) in the alley behind the property.

The Ward 6 Neighborhood Services Coordinator (Peter Jones) stated that he would bring this property to the attention of the core team of DC agencies with responsibilities for issues such as those identified above. Mr. Jones said that he and the core team would conduct walk-though inspections, and that he would be able to report back at the next ED&Z committee meeting.

� The committee unanimously recommends that the ANC send a letter to the Ward 6 Neighborhood Services Coordinator and other appropriate officials detailing the concerns described above for 1125 G St, NE, requesting a timeline for resolving these concerns, and requesting a regular progress report.
251 8th Street, NE: concept for rear addition

The developer did not attend the meeting, nor has the developer provided drawings of the proposed addition as previously promised. The ANC sent a letter to HPO dated March 15, 2004 asking for deferral of consideration of the proposed addition until the developer makes substantial and satisfactory progress rebuilding damaged portions of the building and the developer provides drawings of the proposed addition to the ED&Z Committee.

 

Review of Proposed Historic Preservation Regulations

The committee discussed the proposed historic preservation regulations. The discussion centered on the official notice that the Historic Preservation Office provides to the ANC of cases that will come before the Historic Preservation Review Board (HPRB). These tend to be the larger, more visible projects involving new construction or significant alteration of buildings in historic districts. Some of these projects go to HPRB on a consent and denial calendar, which represents a Board ratification of staff decisions.

(Many types of minor work (door and window replacement, brick pointing, etc.) are referred to staff for expedited review and never come to HPRB. Like minor permit work through DCRA, these cases most likely do not rise to the level of importance to require ANC review. However, the proposed regulations contain a useful item under 319.5 by which staff may provide regular notice of the cases approved under delegated review. It would be useful for Commissioners to have a list to consult if residents have questions about the status of smaller activities.)

Although the proposed regulations state that staff may consult with ANCs and that applicants should be encouraged to work directly with ANCs, formal notice of cases going to HPRB is limited to 15 days before a public meeting. This is not enough time for notification of affected residents, consideration by the committee, and official action by the ANC at a public meeting. Under 325.3, an affected ANC may request a deferral of HPRB review of a case. However with only 15 days notice, the ANC still may not have enough time to take official action requesting deferral at a public meeting. Under the ANC Act (D.C. Official Code § 1-309.10), ANCs and SMD Commissioners are supposed to be given 30 days written notice, excluding weekends and holidays, of District government actions or proposed actions.

The proposed regulations are available at http://groups.yahoo.com/group/anc-6a/files/
� The committee unanimously recommends that the ANC send a letter requesting that HPO provide ANCs with notice of projects to be considered by HPRB (including those on the consent and denial calendar) with 30 days advance notice as required in the ANC Act.
Community Comments

Richard Layman provided an update on discussions between the owners of 819 & 821 7th Street, NE (Pilgrim Baptist Church) and the Citizens Planning Coalition (CPC). This property was the subject of an unsuccessful Historic Landmark Application by CPC.

Next ED&Z Committee Meeting:
Tuesday, April 27, 2004

7-9 PM

900 G Street, NE

Community Room of the Capitol Hill Towers

