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REPORT OF THE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND ZONING COMMITTEE ANC 6A
October 28, 2003

Present: Commissioners Joseph Fengler, Wanda Harris, Gladys Mack, and Cody Rice; Resident Members Sherry Brown, Brendan Danaher, Jeff Fletcher, Virginia Gaddis, and Enrique Gomez.

Commissioner Rice chaired the meeting.
Updates

· BZA 17045 (1215 E St, NE)—In July, the ANC sent a letter of support to the BZA for this application for a variance to retain a carriage house/garage. BZA denied the variance.
· BZA 17048 (1118 East Capitol Street, NE)—In August, the ANC sent a letter of support to BZA this application for a special exception for a 2-story rear addition. BZA granted the special exception.
Details of BZA deliberations are available in transcripts. Search using the BZA order number at http://dcoz.dc.gov/search/search3.asp. BZA orders are available (though not immediately) at http://dcoz.dc.gov/search/search4.asp. BZA orders are also published as they are issued in the DC Register at http://os.dc.gov/services/online_mun_reg.shtm.
DCRA’s Responsibilities for Nuisance Properties: Presentation and Q&A
The committee heard a presentation by David A. Clark, Director of the Department of Consumer and Regulatory Affairs. Four staff members from DCRA also attended. DCRA provided an overview of DCRA’s role and responsibilities for consumer and regulatory affairs with a video presentation. Some important points from the presentation and following Q&A:
· Although DCRA has broad responsibilities, other DC agencies have primary responsibility for certain nuisances. The Department of Public Works is responsible for clearing debris from alleys and removing abandoned cars. The Department of Health is responsible for restaurant inspections and rodent control. The Metropolitan Police Department handles criminal activity.
· Many of the DC agencies participate in a Cross-Agency Enforcement Initiative, so inspectors from various DC agencies can issue citations for a variety of infractions and should pass information to their co-workers in other agencies.

· Residents should report nuisance properties to the mayor’s call center at 727-1000 or directly to DCRA at 442-4400. For evening and weekend emergencies, call the Emergency Management Agency at 727-6161 and ask to speak with the “Duty Officer at DCRA.” DCRA now has teams working extended hours and on weekends to deal with illegal construction. Note that special permits are required for construction between 7 PM and 7 AM and on Sundays.
· According to the video, 96 percent of citizen inquiries are responded to within 7 days, and DCRA should resolve nuisance properties within 3 weeks. Clark asked that residents inform his office at 442-8936 if their concerns are not resolved within this time period.

· In early spring 2004, DCRA will be launching an online tracking system so that residents can follow the progress of complaints from intake, through inspection, citation, owner notification, and abatement. Currently, only complaints and inspections can be tracked through the RAPIDS system at http://www.dcra.dc.gov/information/NSO/index2.shtm.

1626 Kramer Street, NE: Additional Q&A on DHS/YSA Group Home
The committee heard an update from Deputy Mayor Carolyn Graham on DHS/YSA plans for a group home for youths under construction at 1626 Kramer Street, NE. Graham was joined by 7 staff members from the Department of Human Services (DHS) and the Youth Services Administration (YSA)
Graham stated that she wanted to address the “rampant amount of misinformation” circulating about the group home. Although neither she nor her staff provided any of the previously requested written materials, the committee was informed that DHS/YSA will fulfill previous requests for information as part of a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request filed by Commissioner Rice on October 17, 2003. The response to this FOIA request should be complete by November 12, 2003 per a letter from DHS dated October 21, 2003. George Valentine of DHS indicated that some of the requested materials may be available now, and that the committee’s request may be fulfilled sooner as materials become available.

The FOIA request is for all documents, memos, correspondence, emails, calendar entries, or any other records related to plans by DHS and/or YSA to site facilities at 1626 Kramer Street, NE and 413-429 17th Street, NE. Of specific interest are records from 2000 to the present that address any of the following: 1) the selection process for these locations; 2) whether and/or how the public is/was/will be notified of planning, construction and/or operation; 3) whether these facilities are allowed as a matter of right under zoning regulations; 4) discussion of how DHS and/or YSA intend for the facilities at these locations to be used; 5) summaries or accounts of any internal meetings of DHS or YSA to discuss any aspect of these locations; and 6) summaries or accounts of any meetings of DHS or YSA with members of the public to discuss any aspect of these locations.

The committee had also previously made the following requests for specific documentation: 1) Copies of any plans, drawings, or artist renderings of the building under construction at 1626 Kramer St, NE; 2) A written statement fully describing the number and characteristics of the residents planned for 1626 Kramer St, NE (age, sex, handicap status, status in justice system); 3) A written commitment to send ANC 6A a copy of the Certificate of Occupancy application for 1626 Kramer St, NE when filed with DCRA; 4) A written commitment to inform ANC 6A prior to submitting any building permit applications for any DHS facility in ANC 6A; 5) A written statement explaining the DHS/YSA position on zoning status of the building at 1626 Kramer St, NE; 6) A copy of a letter withdrawing the building permit application for 413-429 17th St, NE; and 7) Calendar entry, attendee list, and minutes from March 14, 2001 meeting in Deputy Mayor Graham's office with one or more ANC Commissioners.
Several residents also expressed an interest in knowing the type, number, and locations of group homes in Wards 5 and 6. The committee had previously asked for this information on community-based residential facilities on August 26, 2003. There was some discussion of whether the specific locations of certain types of group homes may be confidential.
Other important points by Graham and her staff included the following:

· DHS/YSA supports “economic development” by placing new group homes on formerly blighted properties in the District. These homes are “matter of right” in residential districts under the zoning code. This means they can be built without any formal requirements for review, community input, or limits on location or number.
· No more than 4 “special needs” girls will live at 1626 Kramer Street, NE. The girls will be supervised “day and night” by 2 staff. The girls will range in age from 13 to 17. The girls may be either “persons in need of supervision” as determined by the courts who have not committed offenses, or children who are committed to the care of YSA by a court following completion of their sentences.

· DHS/YSA requests community participation on an advisory board for the facility at 1626 Kramer St, NE.
· The building permit for 413-429 17th Street, NE was for an 8 to 10 unit apartment complex for low to moderate income, not a youth rehabilitation home. Youth Services Administration was building this facility because they “had the money.” Now these plans are on hold because the funds are no longer available.
The committee is now waiting for DHS/YSA cooperation in submitting written responses to questions from previous meetings dating back to the August ED&Z committee meeting. 

ZC #02-28: Text Amendment-- High Density Residential Retail Overlay District
The committee discussed how this text amendment creates an overlay that could be applied to areas zoned R-5-D to create requirements and incentives for street-level neighborhood retail and services in larger residential buildings. This is similar to the scenarios in the H Street Strategic Development Plan for the western end of H Street, NE closer to Union Station. The text of the amendment is available at http://dcoz.dc.gov/services/zoning/schedule/2003/11.shtm.

►
The committee voted unanimously to recommend that ANC 6A send a letter supporting the text amendment to the Zoning Commission.

Next ED&Z Committee Meeting:

Tuesday, November 25, 2003

7-9 PM

900 G Street, NE

Community Room of the Capitol Hill Towers


