Attention Linden Place Residents

There will be a meeting this coming Thursday, February 10, 2005, from 6:00pm to 6:55pm at the Miner Elementary School (601 15th Street, NE) to discuss the alley behind Auto Zone between 12th and 13th Streets, NE.

The below e-mails summarize the recent actions taken so far to initiate Multiple Agency Plan that will encompass this alley in order to bring additional city resources to address some of the long standing problems (see last e-mail).

Please plan on attending.

Regards, 

Joseph Fengler, ANC 6A-02
815 F Street, NE

(202) 423-8868

fengler6a02@yahoo.com

Recent correspondence:

	From:
	"Jones, Peter (EOM)" <Peter.Jones@dc.gov>  


View Contact Details 

	To:
	"'Joseph Fengler'" <fengler6a02@yahoo.com>, "Jones, Peter (EOM)" <Peter.Jones@dc.gov>

	CC:
	"Jones, Tara (EOM)" <Tara.Jones@dc.gov>, "Butler, Edward (MPD)" <edward.butler@dc.gov>, "Medina, Angel (MPD)" <angel.medina@dc.gov>, "Lyles, James (DPW)" <James.Lyles@dc.gov>, "Gillis, Miranda (DHCD)" <Miranda.Gillis@dc.gov>, "Delfs, Christopher (DDOT)" <Christopher.Delfs@dc.gov>, "Brown, Michael (DCRA)" <Michael.Brown@dc.gov>, "Williams, Vacylla (DCRA)" <Vacylla.Williams@dc.gov>, "Francese, Marge (COUNCIL)" <mfrancese@dccouncil.us>

	Subject:
	RE: H Street Alley between 12th and 13th Streets, NE

	Date:
	Tue, 1 Feb 2005 16:15:31 -0500 



Hello everyone.  For the Ward 6 Core Team members (District of Columbia government employees) copied on this e-mail, please arrange with your immediate supervisor for you to attend the 6:00 pm community meeting referenced below (on Thursday, February 10, 2004).  We are hoping that the meeting will be held at Miner Elementary School. At this meeting we will be discussing the preliminary draft of the to-be-named MAP, which will be an extension of the Wylie Street PPA (again, please read below).  All Core Team members will be asked to attend this meeting and at least the first hour of the ANC 6A meeting.  If past is prologue, I anticipate a lively discussion with the residents of this area.

 

Thanks.

 

Peter Jones

Ward 6 NSC

	Date:
	Tue, 1 Feb 2005 09:45:33 -0800 (PST)

	From:
	"Joseph Fengler" <fengler6a02@yahoo.com>  
View Contact Details 


	Subject:
	RE: H Street Alley between 12th and 13th Streets, NE

	To:
	"Jones, Peter (EOM)" <Peter.Jones@dc.gov>

	CC:
	"Jones, Tara (EOM)" <Tara.Jones@dc.gov>, "Butler, Edward (MPD)" <edward.butler@dc.gov>, "Medina, Angel (MPD)" <angel.medina@dc.gov>, "Lyles, James (DPW)" <James.Lyles@dc.gov>, "Gillis, Miranda (DHCD)" <Miranda.Gillis@dc.gov>, "Delfs, Christopher (DDOT)" <Christopher.Delfs@dc.gov>, "Brown, Michael (DCRA)" <Michael.Brown@dc.gov>, "Williams, Vacylla (DCRA)" <Vacylla.Williams@dc.gov>, "Marge Francese" <mfrancese@dccouncil.washington.dc.us>


Peter, thanks for the quick response.  Let's use the 6:00pm meeting on February 10, 2005 at Miner Elementary to update the community on the MAP initiative.  Can you coordinate with the key players you mention below to ensure they will have representatives at the meeting.  This meeting will end at 6:55pm sharp as the ANC meeting will start promptly at 7:00pm.  As a start point, the initial letter sent in January should provide a good basis for discussion as this currently catalogs the problems the residents want addressed.  Please confirm that February 10 works for you.  And please hit reply all. 

 

Regards, Joe.

 

	
	"Jones, Peter (EOM)" <Peter.Jones@dc.gov>  
View Contact Details 


	To:
	"'Joseph Fengler'" <fengler6a02@yahoo.com>

	CC:
	"Jones, Tara (EOM)" <Tara.Jones@dc.gov>, "Butler, Edward (MPD)" <edward.butler@dc.gov>, "Medina, Angel (MPD)" <angel.medina@dc.gov>, "Lyles, James (DPW)" <James.Lyles@dc.gov>, "Gillis, Miranda (DHCD)" <Miranda.Gillis@dc.gov>, "Delfs, Christopher (DDOT)" <Christopher.Delfs@dc.gov>, "Brown, Michael (DCRA)" <Michael.Brown@dc.gov>, "Williams, Vacylla (DCRA)" <Vacylla.Williams@dc.gov>

	Subject:
	RE: H Street Alley between 12th and 13th Streets, NE

	Date:
	Tue, 1 Feb 2005 11:00:07 -0500 


Hello Commissioner Fengler.  You are aware that I am very cognizant of the issues effecting the alley that runs parallel to H Street between 12th and 13th Streets, NE (south side).  In response to your concern and the concerns of area residents, last month I proposed that a Hot Spot be created that would incorporate the Wylie Street Persistent Problem Area (PPA) with the continuous stream of problems that occur and re-occur on Linden Court and the alley you are referencing-- extending the PPA south to G Street and west to 7th.  (The designation of a "Hot Spot" brings additional MPD resources into the planning mix.)  My proposal was considered and debated, but a decision was made to establish a hot spot in the Orleans Place area instead.  

 

What I am currently planning is an enlargement the former Wylie Street PPA into what we call a "MAP"-- Multiple Agency Plan.  The boundaries will be smaller than the one I proposed (above), but would incorporate both Linden Court and the south side alley between 12th and 13th Streets.  The principal agencies involved in this MAP would include MPD/PSA 102 (without any additional police manpower), DPW, DDOT, DCRA, DC Housing Authority and perhaps the Department of Housing and Community Development.  

 

Again, this idea is in the planning phase, but I look forward to hearing the input of you and community residents.

	Date:
	Tue, 1 Feb 2005 01:17:48 -0800 (PST)

	From:
	"Joseph Fengler" <fengler6a02@yahoo.com>  
View Contact Details 


	Subject:
	Re: H Street Alley between 12th and 13th Streets, NE

	To:
	"Sharon (COUNCIL) Ambrose" <sambrose@dccouncil.us>, "Peter Jones (Neighborhood Services)" <peter.jones@dc.gov>, "Brenda Artis (Miner)" <brenda.artis@k12.dc.us>

	CC:
	"ANC 6A Open" <anc-6a@yahoogroups.com>


Mr. Jones, 

 

Please update us on the status of declaring that the alley that runs parallel to H Street between 12th and 13th Streets, NE as a persistent problem area.  On January 6, 2005, we requested that you confirm that this group was established by January 27, 2005, in order to introduce the group members to the community on February 3, 2005.  As January 27, 2005 date has passed, meeting on February 3, 2005 is no longer an option as there will not be enough time to notify the community.  Accordingly, we strongly encourage that this persistent problem area be established immediately and that the team be available to meet with the community on Thursday, February 10, 2005, at 6:00pm at the Miner Elementary School.  This is an hour before the regularly scheduled ANC meeting.  In your update, please list the members of the persistent problem area and confirm their participation at the 6:00pm meeting on February 10, 2005.

 

Regards,

 

	Date:
	Thu, 6 Jan 2005 09:32:47 -0800 (PST)

	From:
	"Joseph Fengler" <fengler6a02@yahoo.com>  
View Contact Details 


	Subject:
	

H Street Alley between 12th and 13th Streets, NE

	To:
	"Sharon (COUNCIL) Ambrose" <sambrose@dccouncil.us>, "Peter Jones (Neighborhood Services)" <peter.jones@dc.gov>

	CC:
	"ANC 6A Open" <anc-6a@yahoogroups.com>, 

 "Elizabeth Nelson" <elizabeth_knits@yahoo.com>


Mr. Jones, please accept this signed, electronic copy for immediate action until the original arrives by postal service.  

Text of attachment:
January 6, 2005

Peter Jones

Ward 6 Neighborhood Services Coordinator

Suite 124

609 H Street, NE

Washington, DC 20002

Re: H Street Alley between 12th and 13th Streets, NE

Mr. Jones:

At the December 9, 2004, monthly Commission meeting, with a quorum present, the Commission voted unanimously to request that the alley that runs parallel to H Street, between 12th and 13th Streets, NE be declared a persistent problem area.  As a point of reference, the two attached letters dated October 6 and July 8, 2004 outline the efforts of the Single Member District representative from our Commission to resolve these problems.  Accordingly, to assist in the development of a work plan to resolve the immediate problems in this alley, our Commission submits the following observations for consideration:

Trash.  Over the last year, the residents on Linden Place have been dutifully calling the Mayor's hotline number when the trash spills out from the containers located behind Danny's Carryout located at 1251 H Street, NE and Hill Instant Carpet Service, 1249 H Street, NE..  Recently, thirteen mattresses were deposited in these containers due because these dumpsters are not secured against public use.  In the spring and summer months, rodents infest the alley due to the overflowing trash.  In addition, three dumpsters continue to appear on 12th Street near the corner of H Street.  Many of these dumpsters lack permits and periodically are placed in public space creating an opportunity for illegal dumping on sidewalks.  The tracking numbers assigned by the Executive Office of the Mayor's citywide hotline number regarding this issue are 802595 and 824914.  Potential solutions that the persistent problem area group should consider securing alley dumpsters with an enclosure that prevents public dumping and removing of dumpsters on public space.  For that reason, the Department of Health (Rodent Control) and the Department of Public Works (Sanitary Enforcement and Illegal Dumping) should be included in the persistent problem area group.

Tree boxes.  On 12th and 13th Streets, as well as the space between the Auto Zone parking lot and the alley, the tree boxes are not being maintained on a regular basis.  The tree boxes on 12th and 13th Streets are constantly filled with garbage and the three boxes that separate the alley and the parking lot are not watered.  We request that the Department of Public Works (DPW) be included in the persistent problem area group and that as part of the solution, DPW initiate citing the businesses on these streets for litter related violations in an effort to make the street more attractive.

Illegal Mechanics.  Despite repeated requests for the Office of Investigation, Weights and Measurers to stop illegal mechanics, this practice continues to occur in our neighborhood.  Mr. Anthony Hooks, from the Department of Consumer and Regulatory Affairs (DCRA), conducted three inspection and was unable to find any illegal car repairs on or adjacent to the Auto Zone despite the fact that a reporter from the City Paper was able to easily identify and discuss these repairs with the illegal mechanics.  The third attachment is a copy of the article from the August 6, 2004 issue of the City Paper.  Mr. Kevin Carter, Mr. Hooks' supervisor, is reluctant to reopen the investigation of these mechanics because they also work on the street and not just on the Auto Zone parking lot.  The issue at hand is that these mechanics solicit customers in the Auto Zone parking lot, buy the request parts required and then conduct the repairs in and around Auto Zone parking impacting the availability of parking on H Street, 12 Street and 13 Street as well as contributing to the illegal dumping as the water drains in the alley are being used as a disposal facility for car fluids (oil, brake and transmission).  We request that DCRA be included in the persistent problem area group to investigate Auto Zone's inability to prevent illegal activity on or around their property as well as the Metropolitan Police Department's Environmental Crime Unit to prevent illegal dumping in our water runoff drains.

Illegal Activity.  This past fall, several residents reported late night activity in the alley ranging from apparent prostitution to drug distribution as individuals riding bicycles drop off and retrieve bags from the garbage containers.  In addition, there has been a rash of break-ins and thefts from the alley where the criminals gain access to the backyards by using on the electric poles that have built in climbing pegs.  These electric poles are abutting the backyard fences.  We request that Potomac Electric Power Company (PEPCO) and a representative from the Metropolitan Police Department's (MPD) Police Service Area 102 be included in the persistent problem area group.  The expectation is that PEPCO's involvement will facilitate the removal of the climbing pegs and that MPD's participation will lead to the eventual consideration of this alley as a pilot project for the placement of closed circuit television camera to help combat neighborhood crime.

Fines and Citations.  We request that the Office of the Attorney General appoint a representative to persistent problem area group in order to assist the effort in to fine businesses for city code and regulation violations.  

In closing, we ask that the persistent problem area group conduct the first meeting on February 3, 2005, at 6:00pm at the Sherwood Recreation Center.  As there are several members of our community that have been combating these problems over the past year, we request that you provide confirmation of this meeting to our Commission by January 27, 2005, to include listing the members of the persistent problem area group.

Respectfully,

Joseph Fengler

Chair, Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A

cc:  Councilmember Sharon Ambrose
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