2700.3 Certain noise-producing activities are subject to limitations other than the general decibel limitations pursuant to §2701.  The activities set forth in §§2702 through 2704, and §§2800 through 2807 are subject to the noise disturbance standard or other specific limitations and include, among others, the use of musical instruments, loudspeakers, amplifiers, or unamplified speech, construction (which is subject to specific decibel limitations), and use of vehicle-mounted loud speakers or amplifiers (which are subject to the noise disturbance standard during permitted hours). All other noise-producing activities are subject to the general decibel limitations set forth in §§2701 and 2810.
2706.15 In issuing a variance for construction work, the Mayor may prescribe the conditions, working times, types of construction equipment to be used, and permissible noise emissions as the Mayor considers to be required in the public interest.

 

2803 CONSTRUCTION IN RESIDENTIAL ZONES
2803.1 Noise emanating from construction in residential zones shall be prohibited during the hours specified in this section irrespective of its compliance with §2701 of Chapter 27 of this subtitle.;

2803.2 No noise from construction, excluding minor home repairs, shall be permitted within a residential, special purpose, or waterfront zone on any Sunday or legal holiday, or after 7:00 p.m. and before 7:00 a.m. on any weekday.

 

2803.3 The limitation of §2803.2 shall not apply to the following:

(a) Portable power tools used for minor improvement of real and personal residential property otherwise allowable under this section;

(b) Work performed by public utilities as defined in the Act approved March 4, 1913 (37 Stat. 974; D.C. Code §43-103 (1990 Repl. Vol.)):

(c) Work performed by the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority as defined in D.C. Code §§1-1410 et seq. (1992 Repl. Vol.); or

(d) Work performed by the subcontractors of public utilities and the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority as provided in §§2803.3(b) and2803.3(c).

 

Enforcement section:

2713 ENFORCEMENT: PENALTIES

2713.1 Any person who is aggrieved by a violation of any provision of the Act may complain to the Metropolitan Police Department which shall enforce the provisions of this Act.
2713.2 Prior to issuing a citation or notice of infraction, the Metropolitan Police Officer or other District government official may give a verbal warning to the violator and allow the violator a reasonable time to cease violating the Act.

 

Title 20 District of Columbia Municipal Regulations
2713.3 Any person who violates any provision of the Act shall be punished by a fine not to exceed three hundred dollars (S300) or imprisonment not to exceed ten (10) days, or both. In the event of any violation of or failure to comply with the Act or any section of the Act, each and every day of such violation or failure shall constitute a separate offense, and the penalties described in the Act shall be applicable to each such separate offense.
2713.4 Officers of the Metropolitan Police Department are authorized to enforce the provisions of the Act by issuing a notice of civil infraction for a violation of the Act that constitutes a noise disturbance pursuant to the Department of Consumer and Regulatory Affairs Civil Infractions Act of 1985, effective October 5, 1985 (D.C. Law 6-42, D.C. Code §6-2701 et seq.).
2713.5 Civil fines, penalties, and fees may be imposed as alternative sanctions for any infraction of the provisions of Chapter 27 or 28, pursuant to titles I-III of the Department of Consumer and Regulatory Affairs Civil Infractions Act of 1985. Adjudication of any infraction of Chapter 27 or 28 shall be pursuant to titles I-III of the Department of Consumer and Regulatory Affairs Civil Infractions Act of 1985.
SOURCE: Section 485 of the Department of Consumer and Regulatory Affairs Civil Infractions Act of 1985 Technical and Clarifying Amendments Act of 1990, D.C. Law 8-237, 38 DCR 314,318 (January 11, 1991); Section 2 of the Noise Control Amendment Act of 1996, D.C. Law 11-181, 43 DCR 3727, 3731 (July 19, 1996).
2714 - CIVIL ENFORCEMENT

2714.1 Any person may commence a civil action in a court of competent jurisdiction on his or her own behalf for injunctive relief, to enforce a requirement, or to order the Mayor to perform a non-discretionary act against any person (including the District government to the extent permitted by the Eleventh Amendment of the U.S. Constitution) who is alleged to be the following:

(a) In violation of any requirement of the Act;

(b) In violation of any order issued by the Mayor with respect to any requirement of the Act; or

(c) Engaged in any act prohibited by the Act.

2714.2 No action shall be taken under the provisions of this section prior to ten (10) days after the plaintiff' has given notice of the violation to the Mayor, and to any alleged violator of the requirements.
2714.3 No action shall be taken under the provisions of this section if the Mayor has commenced and is diligently prosecuting a civil action in a court of competent jurisdiction in the District of Columbia to require compliance with the Act.
SOURCE: Section 14 of the District of Columbia Noise Control Act of 1977, D.C. Law 2-53. 24 DCR 5293, 5330 (December 30, 1977); as amended by §2 of the Noise Control Amendment Act of 1996, D.C. Law 11-161, 43 DCR 3727, 3731 (July 19. 1996).

 

Maximum noise levels:

ZONE MAXIMUM NOISE LEVEL


Daytime
Nighttime

Commercial or light manufacturing zone
65 dB(A)
60 dB(A)

Industrial zone
70 dB(A)
65 DB(a)

Residential, special purpose, or waterfront zone
60 db(A)
55 db(A) 
