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ANCG6a Public Safety Committee Meeting
AGENDA
Sherwood Recreation Center
Wednesday, July 18, 2007 at 7 pm

Please review notes from past meetings for details about ongoing committee research (e.g.,

loitering, papering).
Call to order
Introductions (2 minutes)
Housekeeping: REMINDER NO AUGUST MEETING, sending letters...
Focus Topic: Office of Unified Communications (10 mins, Nixon)

New business:
a. Graffiti Reduction Bill (Dan Wolff)

b. Can we use part of the attached Neighborhood Inventory for Enironmental Typology in some
way? (Also see http://www.pire.org/detail2.asp?core=231&cms=72)

Old business

a. Concerns with sentencing and maintenance of these for repeat offenders — possible need for
community impact statement in PSA 103 (5 mins)

b. Office of the Attorney General Court Reports, Corporation Counsel, (Bellino, 5 mins)
c. Nuisance property letters from last month (Nixon; 5 mins)

d. DC agencies available 24 hours/day (5 mins, Nixon)

e. Motorbikes (5 mins, Burger)

Updates:

a.  Crime Summit (Brown & Nixon; 2 mins)

b. Teen summit: LIVE and activities to reduce crime (Nixon; 2 mins)

c. Guide to DC with Community Outreach (Nixon & Nelson, if time permits)

d. Comment only if update available: “Teenage Bridge Program” (Nixon); Crime location

reporting upon request (Nixon & Bellino), Anti-loitering; 8" & H St NE; Fire hydrants
(Laisch); Multi-agency Plan for the Pentacles (Nixon); Bike officers

Community Concerns (If time permits)
Tasks to be performed by next meeting

Adjourn
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ANCB6A Public Safety Committee
2007 Mission Statement and Goals

Mission:

Engage residents, community groups, the District of Columbia Government and all other public and
private institutions in an effort to prevent criminal activity affecting our quality of life and promote the
public safety and health of our community.

Goals:

1.

4.

Act as a convenient and useful forum for residents and local businesses to discuss public safety
issues and solutions.

a. Hold monthly meetings with a quorum present.
b. Increase attendance of residents, businesses, community groups at meetings.
c. Improve outreach to and participation of residents from all parts of ANC 6A.

Provide the Advisory Neighborhood Commissioner with well-informed recommendations for
changes in Federal and District legislation, and regulations and operating procedures of relevant
government agencies, based on input from community members.

a. ldentify at least four changes in DC or Federal legislation that will help improve the
public safety of our community.

b. Recognize at least four changes in regulations that will help improve the public safety of
our community.

Improve collaboration among law enforcement agencies in our community including, Park
Police, FEMS, WMATA Police, Capitol Police, MPD, and all others to address community issues
at the levels of procedure, policy, and legislation.

a. Participate in PSA meetings on a monthly basis.

b. Provide reports on these collaborations.

c. Work with these agencies and council to devise appropriate methods to enhance these
relationships.

d. Select at least one public safety issue for which we can work with the law enforcement
agencies and community to develop an activity to begin progress. (e.g., youth and safe
summers)

Collaborate with the other ANC committees on the following issues:

a. Economic Development and Zoning — Abandoned/Vacant properties that are a safety
hazard; illegal construction; H St NE — need for security at new properties

b. Transportation Committee — Need for speed control in areas affected by crime

c. Alcohol Beverage Licensing — Control of alcohol distribution in areas affected by
narcotics and violent crime; Need for security hired at the owner’s expense in all
new bars and entertainment venues
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Chanmman Vimeent O Gray
at the request of the hMayor

ABILL

I THE COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

Chatrman Vincent C. Gray, at the request of the Mavor, miroduced the following ball,

which was referred to the Commuttes on

To establizh a new process for graffitl abatement by property owners and the Mavor, to

provide that certam actions by a property owner will be desmead fo provide
consent to permut the Mavor to abate graffit, fo establish an expedited process for
admdication of any nofices of vielation 1zsued for farthue to abate graffiti, to
provide for the payment of abatement costs and penalties, to establish a zraffia
abatement fimd, to provide for lens agaimst property wvolved in wmresolved
graffiti violations, to provide graffitl abatement kits, to provide lmuited immmmmity
froms labality for the Distiet government in connection with graffiti abatensent
activities, to morsase the reward for providmg information leading o the
conviction of someone for a graffiti-related offense, fo make 1t a crime fo sell
cartam graffiti materials to muinors, to establish penalties, and to make confornming
amendments.

BE IT EWACTED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMEIA,

That thiz act may be cited as the “Ooibus Graffitt Beduction Act of 20077,

Sec. 2. Defiuitions.
For the purposes of this act, the fenm:
(1} "Abate” means remove or COVEL

(2} "Abatement costs” means the reasonably estimated costs mewred by the

District to remove or cover graffiti.
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3} "Deputy Chief Fmancial Officer” means the Deputy Chief Fmancial Officer
for the Office of Tax and Bevenue or his desiznes.

(4} "Etching cream” means any caustic cream, gel, lowid, or selution capable, by
means of a chenieal action, of defacing, damagzing, or destroving hard surfaces.

5} "Craffitt" means any wiiting, drawing, marking, or design that 15 painted,

statutes, monuments, fences, velucles, any personal property located outdoors, traes,
rocks, or other natural fixtures, without the consent or authonzation of the property
owner at the time that the wiiting, dravwing, making, or design was placed on the
property.

(5} "Crwvner” means a property owner or the property owner's designated agent
unless otherwize specified.

(7} "Baply” means the response provided by the owner winder subssction 4(c) of
this act.

Sec. 3. MNulsance.

Graffifl 15 a muisance and the owner of the property on whoch the graffiti is located
shall abate the graffiti or authonze the Mavor to abate the graffiti as provided for m
section 4 of this act.

Section 4. Motice of mraffit musance and reply.

(2} Whenevar the Mavor 1dentifies graffiti, the Mavor shall nofify the cumer that
there 15 graffiti on the property that moust be abated. This notification shall be provided
b delivening a written notice to the property on which the graffit 1z located. Ifthe
property on which the sraffit 15 located has 2 door, or 1f it 13 appurtenant to 2 stuchare

that has a door, the notice shall be placed on the door. The Mavor may, by regulation,
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provide for service of this notice by some other method if thers i3 no deoor on the property
on which the graffit 15 located.

(b} The notice shall meluds reply space for the owmner to notify the Mavor
whether the owner

(1} will abate the grafin b the date stated on the nofice and, 1f thas option 1=
selected, whether the owmner requasts graffit remorval matenals;

(2} authorizes the Maver to zbate the graffiti; or

3} does not agree to remove the z1afiia and does not authonze the Maver to
zbate the graffiti. The notice shall state that selection of this option could result
enforcement action bemgz taken agaimst the ovwner (and not the owner's agent).

(£} The nefice shall also melude a deadline by wlich the cwmner must raply by
retumng the notics to the door whers 11 was ongnally left, famng the notice 1o the
number mdicated on the notice 1f one 15 provided, or using any other mathod awthonzed
bv regulation. The Mayor will retinm to the property to retrieve the reply no sooner than
the deadline stated on the notice.

(d} 1) If the owner indicates on the reply indicates that the owner will abate the
graffifi by the date stated on the notice, and that the owner wants to recerve graffin
abatement matenals, the Mayor shall leave them at the propeity subject to the lmtation
set out in section 11 of thes act.

(2} If the cwmer mdicatas on the reply that the ovmner will abate the graffin. the
MMaver wall return to the property no sooner than the abatement deadlne stated m the
notice 1o see whather or not the graffitl has been abated. If 11 has not, the Mayor shall
1zsue a nofice of violation as provided for in section & of this act.

3} If'the owner indicates on the reply that the owner does not mntend to abate the

graffii and does not authonze the Mavor to abate the zraffin, then the MMayor mav 1530e 3

L]
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notice of vialation against the property under the procedures set out in ssction & of this
act. The Miayvor shall mot abate the graffitd until that notice of viclation iz upheld or the
property owner later authonzes the Maver to abate the graffin.

Zec. 5. Deemad authorization to abate; limutation of liabality

() If the cvmer does not reply as provided for m subsection 4101, 4320, or
B33 of thas act, or by stating that the ovmer does not azree to abate the zraffiti and
does not anthorize the Mayor to abate the zraffin z: provided for i subsection (b33,
the owmner shall be desmed to have autheorized the Mavor to abate the graffitn. The Mayor
may then zhate the graffit as if the owner had provided authenzation under subsaction
b2 of thas act.

&} The owner's authorization (mchiding any desmed authonzation) to te Mavor
to abate grafiin constitutes consent for the Mayor to enter on to the propeity to conduct
the abatement activity and a watver of any clamms against the Dhsinet based on graffin
abatement actions undsrtzken b the Mavor, other than claims for damages bazad on
gross neglizence or willful musconduct.

Zec. 6. Notice of violation; service of notice.

[a) If an cvmer elects to abate the sraffit and the graffit: has not been abated by
the date stated cn the notice, or if the raply mdicates that the owmner doss not agres to
abate the graffit: and the owmner does not authenize the Maver to abate the zraffit, the
Mavor may 1zsue 2 notice of violation for fatlure to comply with section 3 of thus act.

(b} 1) The notice of violation shall be zerved on the ooner, the oomer’s
auwthonzed agent, the building superintendant, or any other responsible mdividual at the
premises or e hMavor may delrver the nofice by certified mail to the owner of the
premuses or 1o the person responsible for the mmsance. If the owmer cammeot be 1deniified

with reazonable certamnty, the Mavor may conspicuously post the notice on the premrzes
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alleged to be 1 viclation and delrver a copy of the notice to the Deputy Chief Finaneial

W2 of this section.

L

Officer pursuant o subsection (b

(b2 The Deputy Chiaf Fmanecial Officer 1z autheonzed to recerve notices of
violation of section 3 of thas act on behalf of any resident or non-resident person whe
owns property 1 the Distct, 1f the person has not prowvided to the Deputy Chaef
Financial Officer a mailing addrezs. The Deputy Chief Fimancial Officer shall post a
copy of the notice served on the Deputy Chief Finaneial Officer for the Office of Tax and
Faverms m a consprenonus place on the property.

Sec. 7. Answer and Expedited Hearing.

[a) An cwmner who has recetved a notice of violatien shall answer within the tome
period and m the mammer stated on the nofice of vielation as requirad by the Office of
Admmistrative Heanings. At the time that an owner answers the notice of violation, the
owmer may request a heanng on the zllegations et out 1 the notice ef viclation. If the
owner fails to answer as provided in the notice of viclaton, the Office of Admmmstrative
Heanngs shall 1z5ue a default judzment ordenng the owner to pay abatement costs,
interest, and penzlhes as provided for m section B of this act.

(b} If an owmer requests 2 hearing mn the time and manner required mn the notice
of violation, the Office of Admmistrative Hearings shizll 15mue finzl orders on notices of
violation filed pursuant to this Act no later than 20 days after the date on which the notice
of viclatton was filed wath the Office of Adminishative Hearmngs.

Sec. 8. Payment of Abatemeant Costs and Penalties

(a) If a default udzment 15 1550ed wmder section 7 of thus act or if, after a heanng,
the Office of Admmistratve Hearingzs finds the owner responsible for the viclation set

out 1 the notice of violation, then the Distiet may abate the maffin and the owner (and
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not the ovmer's agent) shall owe to the Distriet two and one-half timas the Distnet's
abatemeant costs plus 2 penalty of $300.00 for each violation.

) The Bavor shall ball the owner for the amount owed under subssction (a) of
this section. If the amoumt 15 not paid within 20 days from the date of the kall, interest
shall be aszessed at the 1ate of one and cne-half percent per month.

Sec. B Graffin Abatement Trust Fund establizhed.

(a) A Graffn Abatement Fund (Tund™) iz hereby established, separate from the
eneral Fund of the Distmet of Colmmbia, mite wiach all fimes, penaltes, mtarest, chargas
and costs, mehiding abatement costs, assessed pursuant to tas act, any funds in the
raffitt Trust Pund, estzblished by § 42 of the Anti-Intmidation and Defacing of Public
o1 Prvate Property Crimunal Penalty Act of 1982 effective June 12, 2001 (DVC. Law 13-
305 DT, Official Code 5 22-3312.033(z). on the dav before the effoctive date of this act,
and any fines collected 25 penaliies under & 5 of the Ant-Intimidation and Defacing of
Public or Private Property Crinunzl Penalty Act of 1982, effactrve Time 12, 2001 (DT,
Law 12-209; D.C. Offezl Code § 22-3312.04%, zhall be deposited. The deposit of these
monias shall be subject to the requirements of subsection (100(h) of this act.

(&} The Fuznd shall be continumz. Fevames daposited in the Fund shall not revert
to the Creneral Fumd at the end of anv fizcal vear ar at any other fime, but shall be
coatmually availzble to the Mavor for the uses and paoposes sat forth m thas act, subject
to authonzation by Congress.

(o} Momes deposited mto the Fund shall be used to offset some of the costs of
implementng fus chapier and some of the costs of graffit abatement and prevention.

() The Mavor shall submet to the Counell an anoual statement of the Fund's

receipts and disburssments for the preceding fiscal vear.
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Sec. 10. Collechion against an owmer,

(a) (1) The amout to be pald under a notice of viclation and any other charges,
expenzes, costs, melnding abatement costs, penalties, and mtarest shall be 2 continmung
and papetual lten m faver of the District upon all real and personal property belongmes to

a person named m the nofice and shall have the same force and effect a5 a lien created by

judzmeent. Interest shall accree on the amennt dus at the rate of one and one-half percent

a month.

(2} The lien shall attach to all property balonzmz to the named person at any time
during the pened of the hen, including any property acguired by the named person after
the lien anses.

{31 The han shall have prionty over all other liens, except hiens for Distnet faxes and
Diiztnet water chargss: provided, that the lien shall not be valid 25 azamst any bona fids
purchaser, or holder of 2 secunity 1uferest, mechanic's lien or other such creditor mierest
in the property, until notice of the lian 15 filed with the Fecorder of Dieads. The lien shall
b satizfied by payment of the amoumt of the lien to the Distnet Treasurer.

(4} For reazonabls cause shown, the Mayor may reduce the amount of the all or
lien.

5} The Mayor may contract with any person to colleet the amount of the lien and
rerminerate the person by fea, by 2 percentage of the amowmst collscted, or both

b} A= additional means for collection, the Mavor may enforcs payiment of the
fimes, penalies, costs, and imferest ioposed under thas section against the real property of
the cumer as follows:

(1} The Mayor shall record a real property tax lien, capioned "Totice of
Converted Feal Property Tax Lien”, with the Eecorder of Dieads and in accordance with §

47-1340. The real property tax lien shall be deemed a delinguent real property tax fom
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the date of the conversion, shall accrue interest at the rate of intevest charged for
delingquent rezl property tax, and shall be perpetual. Pavment thereof shall be credited to
the Ceneral Fumd. The real property may be sold at tzx zale, regardless of the date of the
conversion, in the same manner, under the same condifions, and subject to the ame
impositions of nfersst, costs, expensas, fees, and other charges, as real property sold for
delingquent rezl property tax.

(2} The azzregate amount of the costs, expensaes, penaltiss, and interast
secured by the lien mmposed mmder subsection (2} of this section may appear on a real
property tax bill, and the agzrezate ameount shall

(1) Ba deemred an addifional real property tax to be collected m the same
manner and undsr the same conditions as real property tax 1z collected, Includimg the zale
of the real property for dalinguent tax; and

(11} Ba subject to the same penalty and interest provisions as delinguent
real property tax 1s subject as of the date of such real property tax hill.

(2} The len under subsection (a) of this section, with penzlty and inferast
as provided wmder this ssction, shall be converted to rezl property tax as of the due dats
for payment of the real property tzox ball if pavmeent 13 not mads.

(d} I the Len has besn converted to a real property tax Lhen under § 47-1340 op of
the zccrued amount of the lien appears on the real property tas bill, the real property tax
lien shall be enforced undsr Chaptar 134 of Title 47.

Sec. 11, Grafan abatement kit

If the Mavor providas a paint voucher to an cwner to abate graffifl at a partienlar
property, the MMavor 1= not required to provide another paint voucher fo abate zraffin at
that property for the twelve-month period following the date on which the pamt voucher

was provided. If the Bavor provides a grafiin clean-up kit to an owner fo abate zraffin at
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a partienlar property, the Mavor 12 not required to provide anether clean-up kit to abate
graffitl at that property for the twelve-month peried followmg the date on wlech the kit
was provided. The Mavor may provide other tvpes of graffitl removal materizls and, by
regulation, lmuit the extant to whach they ars provided to 2 property owner. Mothmez i
this section precludes the Maver from providing additionz] pamt vouchers, clean-up kits,
or other graffitl removal matenials for wse 1o comumnty anti-graffin efforts.

Zec. 12, Feward for mformation leading to the comvietion of a perseon for placing
graffits.

Section 4a of the Ant-Intimidation and Defacmgz of Fublic or Private Properiy
Crmmnzl Penalty Act of 1933, effectrve Tume 12, 2001 (DO, Lawr 13-309; D.C. Offcial
Code § 22-3312 04(g)3)). i= amended by striking the phrase "$350" and inserting the
phrasa "$300.00".

Zec. 13, Sale of Grafht Materials to Minors and Purchases by Minors Prohibited,
Panalties,

(a) It 15 unlawful for anv person, fomn, or corporation, to sell or fmmish to anv
parson whe 15 under the age of 18 vears, anv astosol can, bodile, spray device or other
mecham=m designed to dispense paint or a simlar substance under prassure, or any
etching cream or engraving device capable of leaving 2 visible mark on 2 surface, except
as provided 1 thus section.

(b} The prolubition set out in subsection (a) of thos section shall net apply o
fumushng six owmees or less of a prolubited matenal to 3 mmor by the minor's parent,
guardian, msimetor or employer, for the muiner's use under the superiizsion of the nunor's
parent, guardian, nstructer or smplover.

(e} It 15 unlawful for anv muiner to purchass any asrosol can, bottle, sprav device

or other mechanism designad to dizpense paint or a simlar substance under pressure, or
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any stching cream or engraving device capable of leaving a vizible mark on a surface.

(d} Violation of anv provision of this section 15 a musdemeanor pumishable by a
fine of not less than $250 or more than $1.000, or imprizonmeent not to exceed 180 days,
or bath.

%ec. 14, Fulemaking authority

(a) The Office of Admmistrative Heanngs 1= autheonzed to issue mlss fo
implement section 7 of this act, in accordance with the Distnet of Columbia
Administrative Procedure Act, approved October 21, 1968 (B2 Star 1204 D.C. Official
Code 5 2301 erzeg).

(b} The Mavor 1z authonzed to issue rules to mplement sections 2, 4, 5, 8, 8, 8,
10, 11, and 12 of this act, in accordance with the District of Columbia Administative
Procedure Act, approved October 21, 1968 (22 Stan 1204; DO, Offeal Code § 2301 e
seq.l..

%ec. 15, Fepealers.

(3} Section 4a of the Anti-Intimuidation and Defacing of Public or Pravate
Property Crimuinal Penalty Act of 1933, effective Tune 12, 2001 (D.C. Law 13-309; D.C.
Official Code § 22-3312.033) 15 repealed.

&) Section 4b of the Anti-Intimidation and Defacing of Public or Povate
Property Criminal Penalty Act of 1983, effective Tune 12, 2001 (D.C. Law 13-309; D.C.
Official Code § 22-3312.030b) i repealed.

Zec. 16, Conforming amendments.

Section 6 of the Office of Admimstrative Heanings Establishmeent Act of 2001,
effectrve March 6, 2002 (DU, Law 14-76; D.C. Official Code § 2-1831.037 13 amended
as follows:

(a) Bvadding a new subsection (b-2) to read as followrs:

10
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"(b-2) In addition to those casss described m subsections (a), (b), and (b-1) of this
section, as of the effective date of the Omebus Graffin Feduction Act of 2007, this act
shall apply to adjudicated cases required to be heard pursuant fo section 7 of the Cmnibus
Craffitt Bedustion Act of 2007

b} Subsection () 15 amended by strikmg the phrase "{a), (b), or (b-1)" and
inserfing the phrasze "(z), (b}, (b-1) or (b-2]" 1n 1ts place.

() Subsection (h) 15 amended by strikmg the phrase "{a}, (&), or (b-1)" and
inseriing the phrass "(a), (b}, (b-1) or (-2)7 in 1ts place.

Zec. 17. Fiscal Impact Statensent.

The Council adopts the fizcal impact statemsent m the comumities report as the
fiscal impact statement requared by section S0203(3) of the Dhistnet of Columbia Home
Fule Act, approved December 24, 1973 (BT Stat. E13; D.C. Offictal Code §1-
2060202030

Sec. 1B, Effective date.

Thus act shall take effect following approval by the Mayveor (or in the event of a
veto by the Mavor, action by the Councl to overnide the veto), a 30-day pened of
Congreszional review by the Mayor as provided m § 602 {e){1) of the District of
Columbia Home Fule Act, approved December 24, 1973 (87 Séat 813; D.C. Official

Code 5 1-206.02(c)(1}, and publication 1n the Distiict of Columbia Ragister.

11
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