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March Report
April 2, 2009 7-8:30 PM
Options Public Charter School
1375 E Street, NE

I. Meeting called to order at 7:00 pm
Committee Members Present:  Rebecca Sibilia (Co-Chair), Commissioner Kelvin Robinson (Co-Chair), Sharon Cochran, Dan Wolff, Brandon Lumm
Committee Members Absent:  Joe Bellino

Commissioners in Attendance:  Mary Beatty

b.  Acceptance of Agenda/ Minutes:
Committee adopted meeting agenda with the addition of one: II (g) the approval of new committee members and II (h) recognition of Ms. Loree Harris Murray
c. Report out on listserv traffic and discussions germane to 6A Public Safety issues:
Two issue items were identified from the community listserves: 
i. Community concern regarding the difficulty of accessing and using the 311 call system, which the committee agreed to review prior to its next meeting on April 30. 

ii. Community concerns regarding pedestrian safety and traffic calming at 10th and Constitution and 12th and Constitution.  Committee will refer item to Public Space Committee for review and possible study.

d. Community Recommendations and Discussion: 

Ms. Allison Reardon raised the need for greater attention to be given to the renovation of the Rosedale Recreation Center, to which the committee noted that as part of its focus on youth crime prevention, it would, at its April 30 meeting invite Parks and Recreation to report on the status of summer programming, as well as planned renovation of the Center.
II. Old Business:  None
III. New Business  (7:30-8:30)
b. Proposal of Committee Meeting format for future meetings:
Committee members discussed the committee meeting format, specifically ideas for engaging the community and ensuring that the Committee’s work is progresses under several different elements of public safety in an organized and work-distributed manner.  The Committee adopted the following division of work with subcommittee leads:

i. Pedestrian Safety:  Brandon Lumm, committee lead

ii. Youth and Community Engagement: Tabled (Patrice Ford recommended by Co-Chair Sibilia)

iii. Fire/EMS—Dan Wolff
iv. General Crime: Tabled (Joe Bellino recommended by Commissioner Beatty)
The Committee will finalize these roles and responsibilities as “old business” during the April 30 meeting.

c. Crime Statistics Presentation and Review

The Committee discussed crime statistics for the period of February 15-March 15, 2009.  Committee members raised concerns that there may be some inaccuracies within the data collected from the MPD website, specifically referencing an aggravated assault that occurred on February 15, which was not reported in the data collected from the MPD “Crime Map” website.  Without objection, the committee approved the crime report and agreed to provide, on a monthly basis, a report to the ANC Commission that sorted the data by SMD.  The first report will be provided at the April 9th Commission meeting.

The Committee also agreed that the review of crime statistics for the purposes of proactively identifying and monitoring crime patterns in the ANC was an important role for the Committee, and that this process would require close coordination with MPD PSA officials.  It was reported that Lieutenant Caldwell of PSA 103 has supported this activity, and believes that this is a useful manner in which the Committee can support and interface with PSA officials.

d. Update from MPD Community and Youth Programs on summer and prevention activities:
The Committee received a report from Officer Lisa Worrell , who provided an overview of the MPD Community and Youth Programs Unit, along with the  activities that occur during the year as a proactive deterrent to juvenile crime in our community.  She reported that funding for youth activities is often a barrier to comprehensive programming, and noted that MPD will be hosting no summer camps for youth this year.  It was reported that in the past, MPD First District hosted up to 100 youth in these activities over the summer.  Officer Worrell also noted her concern regarding the condition of the Rosedale Recreation Center, indicating that the Center had very few supplies and equipment to support programming for youth, and raised concerns that this center is critical to youth prevention activities given its proximity to both a large youth population and a higher-violence area within our ANC.   
The Committee discussed the possibility of requesting that the ANC create a dedicated grant opportunity for preventive activities for youth.   The Committee recognized that many ANC grants indirectly support positive youth activities, but believe the ANC should consider a grant that would encourage interaction with the MPD Community and Youth Programs in order to further and support their mission within the ANC.
The Committee further agreed to provide as its focus for the April 30 meeting, a discussion of the status of funding for a new Rosedale Recreation Center and the current state of funding for recreational equipment, particularly given that summer is quickly approaching.  

ANC Action Item:  The Committee recommends that the ANC create a Youth Crime Prevention micro-grant in support of youth prevention activities, and that the grant be named in honor of Ms. Lorree Harris Murray, Ward 6 Community Activist.  The Committee further recommends that applicants for this grant be given strong encouragement to interface with MPD CYP Unit in their youth engagement efforts.
e. ANC letter to request Additional Surveillance Camera at 17th and Gales Street NE.
The Committee discussed Lieutenant Caldwell’s concern about the placement of surveillance cameras in crime spots within our community, particularly the lack of ability to monitor activity at the corner of Gales and 17th Street NE, noting that this location was a blind spot to MPD in their efforts to combat criminal activity near and around the Roasedale Recreation Center.  
The Committee noted that, in considering the location of neighborhood cameras, the Police Chief is required by law to consider crime statistics for the area, as well as requests from ANCs and other civic associations.  The MPD process for considering a camera at this corner would be initiated by the ANC, at which time Commander David Kamperin of 1-D would conduct a review of the area and present the ANC request along with his findings to the Chief for final determination.  

The Committee further discussed the crime statistics for the 500 foot radius around this corner and noted that this area has seen a dramatic spike in violent crime over the past year, including a 200% increase of robberies with guns or other deadly weapons.  The Committee also noted that non-violent crime has also increased in the area. This, in consideration of both the corner’s direct proximity to the Rosedale Recreation Center and such a dramatic increase in comparison to overall reduction in crime in our PSA was a compelling reason to recommend an ANC letter in support of the placement of a closed-circuit camera.  
ANC Action Item:  The Committee recommends the ANC write a letter (draft attached) in support the installation of a surveillance camera at the corner of 17th and Gales Street NE.

f. Discussion on Juvenile Justice Task Force Community Meeting and Recommendations
The Committee reviewed the recommendations of the Ward Six Juvenile Crime Task Force, led by Councilmember Tommy Wells.  The Councilmember is currently encouraging public comment and community input on the recommendations, and the Committee reviewed these documents for the purpose of determining its role, if any, in recommending an ANC response.

The Committee concluded that the recommendations, as crafted, are largely aimed at juvenile justice strategies to remediate juvenile offenders, and concentrated less on strategies to prevent juvenile crime. The Committee further noted that while the recommendations are presented under the heading of “Proposed Initiatives to Reduce Juvenile Crime”, many represented few policies related to the proactive prevention of juvenile crime before youth enter the court system.  Given, however, the momentum of the Task Force and it’s largely government agency policy focus, the Committee discussed whether there was a role for the ANC to play in these particular recommendations.
With much discussion, it was decided that the Committee would not recommend that the ANC comment on the Task Force Recommendations, but rather to consider drafting its own policy recommendations for reducing juvenile crime in the ANC, under which the Committee would consider and organize its own activities.  The Committee agreed that it will work to create and review a set of policies that it would present to the Commission for approval during the regularly scheduled May meeting.

g. New Committee Members

The Committee discussed a recommendation to seek Commission approval for the addition of two new members for the Committee.  Without objection, the committee recommends Ms. Patrice Ford of SMD 6A07 and Mr. Todd Hames of SMD 6A08 to be appointed to the Committee.  

ANC Action Item:  The Committee recommends the ANC appointment of Ms. Ford SMD 6A07 and Mr. Hames SMD 6A08 to the Public Safety Committee.
h. The passing of Ms. Lorree Harris Murray

Committee member Sharon Cochran noted the passing of Ms. Loree Harris Murray this week.  Ms. Murray was a local community activist, who led the Near Northeast Citizens Against Crime and Drugs.  Ms. Cochran noted that Ms. Murray had been an effective and widely respected stabilizing force in the community, particularly during many of the District crime waves, including the “crack epidemic” in the area in the mid-eighties.  

In recognition of Ms. Murray’s contributions to the community, especially those related to crime prevention initiatives, it was unanimously approved that the Committee recommend to the ANC that its prior recommended Youth Crime Prevention micro-grant be named in honor of Ms. Murray. 
ANC Action Item:  See Action Item under section III (d).  
VI. The meeting was adjourned at 8:34 pm.
The next meeting of the Public Safety Committee will take place on Thursday, April 30, following which the committee will resume its regular scheduled meeting time on the third Thursday of each month.

Thursday, April 02, 2009

Funeral service for Mrs. Loree Murray of the H Street Neighborhood 

Services for Mrs. Loree Murray will be on Friday April 3rd at Pilgrim Baptist Church, 7th and I Streets NE, Washington, DC. Viewing is from 9-10 am. And the service follows, starting at 10 am. She died on March 27, 2009, at the age of 89.



Former Mayor Sharon Pratt Kelly, Mrs. Loree Murray, and Anise Jenkins, at a Free DC (DC Statehood) event. Photo by Carol Moore.


Mrs. Murray was a stalwart stabilizer of the neighborhood for many many decades. I am not sure how long the family has lived in the H Street neighborhood, certainly since World War II, and they have run businesses and owned property on H Street over the years. I don't know all the children and grandchildren, but many are particularly accomplished (one daughter is a PhD and prolific author) and the family has been a strong supporter of the neighborhood schools over the many decades they have lived in the H Street neighborhood.

The neighborhood association Near Northeast Citizens Against Crime and Drugs was founded in response to the crime and drug epidemic sparked by disinvestment and residential outmigration, which came to a head with the "crack" epidemic in the mid-1980s and the particular success of the Rayful Edmond organization (based in the neighborhood and in the Trinidad neighborhood) in marketing and selling drugs in the area of Orleans Place NE (a one block one way street between L and M and 6th and 7th Streets) around the corner from the Murray residence.

She and others organized many demonstrations, built relationships with the police (part of the problem at the time was the area where the Edmond Organization was active was right on the border of the First and Fifth Police Districts, splitting resources between the areas, rather than focusing most directly on the resultant problems), to right the direction the neighborhood was going.

(In 2006, at the age of 85, Mrs. Murray was one of the graduates of that year's Senior Police Academy class, having received further training in neighborhood policing issues.)

She and others helped initiate the creation of the H Street Community Development Corporation, even if many of us feel that in later years that organization strayed from what we might have considered a more ideal direction.

As a result of her involvement in the Near Northeast Citizens, the Murray household was firebombed at least once...

Mrs. Murray and I didn't agree on everything. Still bristling and the thought of being turned away from the then segregated Kavakos Club at 8th and H Streets NE in 1942, she didn't care that the H Street Community Development Corporation demolished what was otherwise a set of historic buildings, one of which was the oldest building on the corridor, dating to 1872. The memory of racism then was still strong, 60 years later.

Mrs. Murray was very supportive of my and other people's involvement in working to improve the neighborhood. Near Northeast Citizens supported successful grant proposals for a public art project in 2001 (which never got built because of wacked ANC opposition at the time) at 8th and K Streets NE and for the first round of historic preservation survey in the neighborhood in 2001 and 2002, the creation of the H Street Main Street program in 2002, and the designation of the Uline Arena as a historic landmark a few years later.

Mrs. Murray was a longtime proponent of DC Statehood and active in many other pro-city initiatives.

She will be missed.

And I was proud to walk in her footsteps.
-Richard Layman
Loree Murray, 88, Dies; Called Attention to Violence During D.C. Coke Epidemic

Fought D.C. Cocaine Epidemic
By Adam Bernstein
Washington Post Staff Writer
Friday, April 3, 2009; B06 
Late one night in 1985, Loree Murray's home in Northeast Washington caught fire and was largely destroyed. The home, on Seventh Street near Gallaudet University, was where she had raised seven children since moving to the city from the South during World War II.

She was homeless for the first time in her long life, and she blamed associates of Rayful Edmond III, who was barely 20 and controlled one of the city's most violent cocaine rings.

Her once-peaceable community was a never-ending vista of bullets and sirens -- and now flames. "That did it," she told a reporter. "That made me mad."

Mrs. Murray, who died March 27 at 88 of pancreatic cancer, founded the Near Northeast Citizens Against Crime and Drugs to lead street patrols that helped police document evidence of drug dealing. She was joined by a handful of other men and women, including a 105-year-old who had once worked for the Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters.

They endured taunts and threats by street thugs.

Mrs. Murray's tactics were equally blunt.

Near Northeast Citizens organized protest marches that hit the usual outposts of public displays of rage: the District building, the Capitol, D.C. police headquarters. But they also targeted the home of Edmond's grandmother.

The hope, Mrs. Murray explained, was to shame the grandmother for doing nothing to help stop the violence.

Mrs. Murray worked with the police but just as often criticized them for inadequately patrolling the area and appearing to let crack houses flourish. She would not let go, even after Edmond was sentenced to multiple life terms in 1990 for running a continuing criminal enterprise that authorities said once netted up to $2 million a week.

Yvonne Smith, director of community outreach for the D.C. police, said Mrs. Murray was "not a community activist who only showed up when the press was around."

Indeed, the retired Environmental Protection Agency secretary had long involved herself in community affairs before she was on any public radar.

She was an advisory neighborhood commission member and a president of the Citizens Advisory Board of the War on Rats, a group set up to reduce the city's rodent population. She courted arrest at rallies to free South African political prisoner Nelson Mandela and protests against the recent war in Iraq. She also helped start a business group on the H Street corridor, where her family owned a liquor store, and helped organize an "orange hat" citizens patrol to let city officials know when streetlights needed repair, trash needed collecting and houses needed to be boarded up.

She was an indefatigable volunteer for political campaigns and allowed her living room to be overrun with leaflets and pamphlets. No political cause aroused as much of her ire as District statehood and what she considered interference with the city's ability to run itself.

One of her chief targets was then-Sen. Lauch Faircloth (R-N.C.), a hog farmer who created legislation that stripped power from the D.C. mayor's office and gave it to a federally appointed control board.

Mrs. Murray, who tended to economize on restraint, donned a plastic pig snout and a "Free D.C." sign and cap to celebrate Faircloth's 1998 reelection loss.

Loree Harris was born Jan. 2, 1921, in Kershaw County, S.C., and raised in Pinehurst, N.C., where her father was a golf caddy. She moved to the Washington area in the early 1940s and married Robert L. Murray Sr., a public school teacher. He died in 2007. A son, James R. Murray, died in 1979.

Survivors include six children, Joseph B. Murray of Mitchellville and Robert L. Murray Jr., Donald K. Murray, Charles A. Murray, Norma M. Murray and David C. Murray, all of Washington; 11 grandchildren; and 10 great-grandchildren.

Robert Murray said his mother could be an intimidating presence. She graduated from the District's Senior Citizen Police Academy in 2006 while recuperating from quadruple bypass heart surgery.

"She was one of the first people who decided to take back her community, and to do that, she had to break up some of the most notorious drug rings operating at Second and K streets Northeast," said developer Ronald J. Cohen, who worked with Mrs. Murray to win community support for a building project on land that had once been a haven for vice.

He said Mrs. Murray no longer wanted her neighborhood to be seen as "the other side of the tracks."

Cohen said he plans to name a building in her honor. The "Loree Grand" will be part of the Union Place residential-retail complex, scheduled to open next spring at 200 K St. NE.
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