ANC6A Public Safety Committee
April 30, 2009 Minutes

Options Public Charter School
1375 E Street NE
Meeting called to order at 7:06 p.m.

Committee members present: Commissioner Kelvin Robinson (Co-Chair), Rebecca Sibilia (Co-chair), Sharon Cochran, Todd Hames, Brandon Lumm
Committee members absent: Patrice Ford
Commissioners present: Raphael Marshall (ANC6A01), Gladys Mack (ANC6A07)
Community members present: Bridget Stesney (DPR Recreation Facilities Development), Alonzo Holloway (DPR Roving Leaders), Antoin Green (DPR), Brian Williams (DPR), Evelyn Lightfoot (DPR Program Services) Sergeant Anthony K Guice (MPD 1-D) Sondra Gilbert, Hannah Lewis, Scott Hunt, Victor Brown, Dana Wyckoff, Brit Wyckoff, Brenda Artis
I. Agenda and Minutes

1. Motion to adopt agenda. No objections.

2. Motion to accept minutes of last meeting. No objections.

II. Administrative, Ongoing and Old Business
1. Update from MPD:

a. Sergeant Anthony K. Guice attended the meeting for Lieutenant Caldwell of PSA 103.  
b. The Sergeant provided a brief overview of crime and activity for the past month, and stressed the need for increased vigilance related to theft from auto activity.  He encouraged the ANC to assist in “spreading the word” about the need for neighbors to be vigilant about protecting their valuables and securing their cars. 

c. When asked about potential variances in crime statistics identified by the Committee, he encouraged the Committee to interface with the MPD Tactical Crime Analysis and Intelligence Bureau (Kelly Branthover) for more reflective crime statistics that may not yet be posted to the MPD website. 
2. Fire Statistics and EMS Response Items:
a. Committee Member Dan Wolff has been working with the Engine 10 Captain and Battalion Chief regarding the Committee’s interest in working more closely with Fire/EMS.
b. He has invited the Engine 10 Company to attend the May 21 meeting of the Committee, where the Committee may better engage Fire/EMS on programs, statistics and trends related to their purview.

c. The Committee discussed the need to further investigate the 911/311 call issue that continues to be an issue of concern on community listservs as a potential deterrent to placing non-emergency calls, and certain complication related to how emergency and non-emergency calls are routed.
3. Update on the Lorree Murray Juvenile Crime Prevention Grant:
a. The ANC voted unanimously to approve the earmarking of $500 in grant funding for juvenile crime prevention and outreach activities

b. The Public Safety Committee agreed to assist the Community Outreach Committee in identifying and encouraging neighborhood organizations to apply for these funds

c. Although the Community Outreach Committee is planning to administer this grant application process in the same way in which it handles all ANC grants, The Public Safety Committee agreed to request that the Community Outreach Committee work with the Public Safety Committee to announce the grant availability and outline the criteria for application in time for grant applications to be received before summer begins.  The Committee is also requesting that they be involved with grant planning to ensure a public safety emphasis is strongly supported in the final grant awardees.
4. Pedestrian Safety Concerns:
a. Committee members identified that the ANC Transportation Committee, and ANC Chair Joe Fengler, have actively been pursuing action from the Department of Transportation related to many of the pedestrian safety issues that the Committee has been receiving from neighbors and stakeholders

b. The Committee will continue to interface with the Transportation Committee, but believes that it will be best served to not duplicate the work of the Transportation Committee.

c. Community members expressed concerns over the 17th Street corridor, and requested that the Committee refer this issue to the Transportation Committee, specifically requesting that the Transportation Committee examine the potential request of a traffic light study, which, according to community members, may be creating speeding and other pedestrian safety issues.

d. In addition, community members requested that the Committee speak with Lieutenant Caldwell about increasing speed enforcement along this corridor.

5. Proposed Juvenile Crime Prevention Policies:
a. The Committee affirmed its support of the creation of Juvenile Crime Prevention Policies to be created, and under which the Committee would guide much of its activities.

b. The Committee will work over the course of the next month to create these policies for potential approval of the ANC during the June meeting

III. New Business

1. Discussion of Roving Leaders Program

a. Mr. Alonzo Holloway of the Roving Leaders Program presented a general overview of the program, noting that the Roving Leaders Program of the Department of Parks and Recreation was created to prevent and reduce negative juvenile behavior and delinquency rates by fostering critical one-on-one, positive relationships between youth aged 9-21.  They make home visits, school visits, and often engage youth in positive community activities.

b. There are two Roving Leaders that service our area, Bridget Miller and Darby Clark, both of whom are working with young gang members in the ANC 6A area, including the “E Street Bangers” and young female gangs in the Rosedale area. 

c. There are 30 city-wide Roving Leaders, 6 of whom are appointed to Ward 6.  

d. Committee members expressed support for the program, which appears to be a successful and unique program aimed at juvenile crime prevention, particularly for youth most “at-risk”.  The Committee further indicated their concern that there were only two Roving Leaders in our area, particularly given general youth crime activity in the area and increases in concerning trends.

e. Mr. Holloway indicated that resource allocation of the Roving Leaders was a decision made at the management level of the Department of Parks and Recreation.  He indicated that the program was bound by these decisions, and there was no internal authority to reallocate resources.
Motion:  Rebecca Sibilia moved, and Brandon Lumm seconded, The recommendation that the ANC send a letter to the Director of the Roving Leaders Program to request an explanation of how staff resource allocation decisions are made, as well as to request a re-examination of need for the ANC 6A neighborhood.  The motion passed without objection.
Motion:  Commissioner Robinson moved, and Todd Hames seconded, the recommendation that the ANC send a letter to the Mayor and Council in support of increased appropriations for the program.  The motion passed without objection.
2. Rosedale Recreation Center Redevelopment

a. Bridget Stesney of the Department of Parks and Recreation presented an overview of the planned redevelopment of the Rosedale Recreation Center, noting that there is currently $14 million allocated for the redevelopment of the recreation center. (Later Committee research indicates that there is currently $16 million requested for the project in the 2010 Capital budget)

b. Ms. Stesney loosely described the redevelopment timeline, indicating that general programming will be shifted from the site over the course of the summer and early fall to Gibbs Elementary, where DPR will host all of its current programs.  Transportation needed for baseball and football activities during the “swing” period also will be provided in order to ensure 100% continuance of all programming.  The pool will remain open through the summer months as well.

c. Demolition on the site will begin in late fall.  The total construction period is expected to be upwards of two years.
d. Community members expressed their concern that additional space be provided within the overall construction plan for the site to include a library.  This would allow the Rosedale Center to become more community focused, and provide critically needed library resources to the community, given the planned closure of two kiosks in the area.

e. DPR has been working with community members in ANC 6A and the Rosedale community to solicit input on the site design and future programming.  They state that their plan incorporates all community input. The Committee asked if that plan had been presented to the ANC for their review, and were told that it had not.  Commissioner Robinson requested that the Department forward this plan to him as soon as possible for inclusion in the May ANC meeting packet.

f. DPR further states that they have been in contact with the DC Public Libraries, who have thus far been non-committal on the issue of an expanded co-located library for the site.  DPL indicates that the Library Board is reviewing a number of proposals and citywide plans.

Motion:  Rebecca Sibilia moves, and Todd Hames seconded, the recommendation that the ANC send a letter to the Library Board in support of the added construction of library space on the center site.  The motion passed without objection.
3. Programming at the Rosedale Recreation Center
a. Evelyn Lightfoot and Brian Williams, the Rosedale Recreation site manager provided an overview of current and proposed programming at the recreation center. 

b. They provided a basic overview of current programming offered, and indicated that they had recently placed a large order of supplies for summer activities, and expect them to arrive soon.
c. When asked by Committee members how the center advertises its program offerings and recruits, particularly among youth and families, program representatives indicated that they post notices on bulletin boards and general use areas within the center.  Mr. Hames offered assistance in developing some electronic media outlets to assist the center in broader distribution of information and activities.

d. In addition, Commissioner Robinson requested information related to the need for both volunteers and donated supplies to more robustly complete offerings at the center.  Though DPR did not have any immediate specifics, they indicated that the need for both was great.

e. Commissioner Robinson requested that the site managers for both the Sherwood and Rosedale Recreation Centers forward to the Committee a “wish list” of needed volunteers and supplies.  The Committee committed to support a volunteer drive for both centers in order to ensure that the appropriate and needed resources for robust programming were on hand for the summer.
f. It was further suggested and the Committee agreed to work with DPR to host a Volunteer sign-up and donation event at both Sherwood and Rosedale.

Meeting adjourned at 9:00 p.m.

Next meeting:  Thursday, May 21, 2009, 7:00 p.m. at Options Public Charter School
