REPORT OF THE PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE

August 17, 2005 at Sherwood Recreation Center

Meeting Attendees:

Commissioners: None

Resident Members: Raphael Marshall, Chair; Elsie Taylor, Stephanie Nixon, Frances Lee, Gary Lucke and Brian K. Williams
Guests: Frances Lee and Mr. Alphonso Coles, Metropolitan Police Department
Raphael Marshall opened the meeting at 7:15 pm and asked everyone to introduce himself or herself. 

Community Concerns:
Ms. Nixon raised concerns about condo-tenant relationships within her condo building and solicited advice from the committee. 

First District has a new commander, Diane Groomes.

Mr. Coles will be conducting training for Partnerships for Problem Solving on Wednesday, August 31, 2005 at 6:30 pm in Sherwood Recreation Center.  All community members are invited.  Elizabeth, Chair of the Community Outreach Committee, will be contacted about placing this on the ANC6a calendar.

Mr. Coles announced that PSA 102 went door-to-door requesting permission to paint addresses on rear.  They haven’t finished with al of the streets.

Mrs. Frances Lee, DC Senior Citizens’ Police Academy
Mrs. Lee presented on the DC Senior Citizens’ Police Academy in which she and Mrs. Taylor have participated.  The graduation date for the academy will probably be in September.  This group has been recognized by the AARP.

Mrs. Lee provided the committee with information on Emergency preparedness that she received at the Academy.  She would like to have the Chairperson of Emergency Preparedness, John Woods, speak at a public safety committee meeting.  Mrs. Lee pointed out several workshops and trainings available to citizens and emergence response personnel including: Emergency Evacuation Routes, Emergency communication to Residents, Cluster-based Community Emergency Response Plans, Smallpox and Anthrax Preparation and Response, School Emergency Response Procedures, Community Emergency Response Team Training, Personal Safety and Protection, Community Emergency Response Teams, Emergency Response to Terrorism, and Earthquakes, Flood, and Inclement Weather.  She also mentioned that during an emergency people should “shelter-in-place” (i.e., meaning stay inside), following emergency routes into and out of area, meeting places with household members.  There are several items to include in an emergency kit and citizens can register their pets with the vets because there is even a pet shelter in case of natural or man-made disaster.  There is a website, alert.dc.gov where people may register computers, cell phones, blackberries, pagers, and more to receive emergency text alerts.  DC has multiple efforts for guidance during an emergency.  Also, in addition to 727-1000, there is an after hours emergency call center open in the evenings and on weekends, 727-6161
Another item Mrs. Lee Mentioned is the Community Emergency Response Teams (CERT).  There is a training that provides for community members to help in case of emergency.  If any community members are interested, please call 727-7925.

Mrs. Lee mentioned some crime fighting tips.  Particularly discussed were timers on lights and house alarms.  Remember to remove keys from double-key deadbolts in glass doors and alarm skylights.  Ms. Nixon, Mrs. Taylor, and Mrs. Lee mentioned setting timers at different times according to the room and time of day.  Mrs. Lee said to pay attention to characteristics of individuals that do not change because thieves are wearing tear-away clothing or clothing similar to everybody else to limit the ability to identify them with clothing descriptions.  Describe people using race, hair length, eye color, and height.  
Mr. Marshall asked Mr. Coles if we would have a police representative again at the meetings.  It was suggested that the committee contact Lieutenant Caldwell, Inspector Sohlberg, and Commander Groomes.
The Committee discussed potential guests for the September meeting.  It was decided that the Committee would work on action plans to coincide with the Partnerships for Problem Solving.  The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, September 21, 2005. The meeting adjourned at 7:55 pm.  

Respectfully submitted by Stephanie Nixon.

