ANC6A Public Safety Committee

2007 Mission Statement and Goals

Mission:
Engage residents, community groups, the District of Columbia Government and all other public and private institutions in an effort to prevent criminal activity affecting our quality of life and promote the public safety and health of our community.

Goals:
1. Act as a convenient and useful forum for residents and local businesses to discuss public safety issues and solutions.

a. Hold monthly meetings with a quorum present.

b. Increase attendance of residents, businesses, community groups at meetings.

c. Improve outreach to and participation of residents from all parts of ANC 6A.

2. Provide the Advisory Neighborhood Commissioner with well-informed recommendations for changes in Federal and District legislation, and regulations and operating procedures of relevant government agencies, based on input from community members.

a. Identify at least four changes in DC or Federal legislation that will help improve the public safety of our community.

b. Recognize at least four changes in regulations that will help improve the public safety of our community.

3. Improve collaboration among law enforcement agencies in our community including, Park Police, FEMS, WMATA Police, Capitol Police, MPD, and all others to address community issues at the levels of procedure, policy, and legislation.

a. Participate in PSA meetings on a monthly basis.

b. Provide reports on these collaborations.

c. Work with these agencies and council to devise appropriate methods to enhance these relationships.

d. Select at least one public safety issue for which we can work with the law enforcement agencies and community to develop and support activities that promote public safety.  (e.g., youth and safe summers)

4. Collaborate with the other ANC committees on the following issues:

a. Economic Development and Zoning – Abandoned/Vacant properties that are a safety hazard; illegal construction; H St NE – need for security at new properties

b. Transportation Committee – Need for speed control in areas affected by crime

c. Alcohol Beverage Licensing – Control of alcohol distribution in areas affected by narcotics and violent crime; Need for security hired at the owner’s expense in all new bars and entertainment venues

[INSERT DATE HERE]

Dear Chief Cathy Lanier, Interim Chief Brian Lee, Councilmember Wells, and Councilmember Mendelson,

At its regularly scheduled meeting on February 8, 2007, with a quorum present, our Commission voted to request that both agencies and Council enforce current legislation regarding fireworks/firecrackers and test a new approach in the 1st District.

We understand and respect the difficulty enforcing the use of illegal fireworks and firecrackers in the District of Columbia.  However, these fireworks and firecrackers provide distractions from gun shots and more serious crimes, particularly on and around holidays such as the fourth of July.  Two codes apply to fireworks and firecrackers, Title XX of the XXXX and Title 20, Chapter 27 of the DCMR entitled Noise Control.  In this manner they pose a significant public safety concern.  The first code makes it a civil violation to use illegal fireworks or firecrackers in the District and the second code applies specific noise levels with which all behavior in the District must comply.

After several discussions of the concerns of residents and the legislation, the ANC6A Public Safety Committee discussed possible solutions for your consideration.  First, we would like overtime pay for the at least 3 Fire Marshalls on July 3 and July 4, 2007.  We would like these 3 Fire Marshalls to be paired with 1st District police officers.  These teams would reply exclusively to firework and firecracker calls as well as possible gun shot calls allowing Fire Marshalls to take appropriate measures if firecrackers or fireworks are found on the scene and allowing the police officers to call for back-up over their radios if it was gun fire.  We would like this done to allow full enforcement of our present laws.

Second, we would like Council to consider various ways to impede or discourage the use of illegal fireworks and firecrackers, particularly in residential zones. We would like Council to consider adapting the Title XX to make the procurement, ownership, or use of illegal fireworks and firecrackers a crime and with that consider criminal fines.  

We respectfully make these requests and suggestions and appreciate your insight.
If you have any questions, then please contact Commissioner Stephanie Nixon at 202-222-8570.

On behalf of the Commission,

Joseph Fengler

Chair, Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A

CC: 
Lt Tony Falwell

Cmdr Diane Groomes

[Insert date here]

General Counsel

Metropolitan Police Department

Terrence Ryan

300 Indiana Ave., NW

Rm 4115

Washington, DC 20001

Terrence.Ryan@dc.gov 

Dear General Counsel Ryan,

At its regularly scheduled meeting on February 8, 2007, with a quorum present, our Commission voted to request again that the General Counsel at the Metropolitan Police Department (MPD) change the recently implemented operational policy with regards to the release of crime statistics for specific addresses from allowing release without Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) requests to requiring FOIA requests for all individuals including Advisory Neighborhood Commissions.

The previous letter was sent dated January 4, 2007.  Although we have yet to receive a formal response, we have received an informal response via email that the policy will not change.  We respectfully request clarification on how the new policy adopted by MPD fits with the District of Columbia Municipal Regulation (DCMR), each Commission shall have access to District government officials and to all District government official documents and public data pursuant to §2-531 et seq. that are material to exercise of its development and recommendations to the District government.  We posit our Commission does not need a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request to seek such information to aid our decisions about whether a property or those on or around it have posed disruptive to the neighborhood.

We respectfully request that you modify the current policy in light of the DCMR and appreciate your assistance. 

If you have any questions, then please contact Commissioner Stephanie Nixon at 202-222-8570.

On behalf of the Commission,

Joseph Fengler

Chair, Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A

