ANC 6A Public Safety Committee

2009 Mission and Goals

Mission

The ANC 6A Public Safety Committee serves as a neighborhood forum where residents of the Advisory Neighborhood Commission may discuss and address issues related to crime and public safety within our neighborhoods. Specifically, the Committee focuses on the goal that positive neighborhood interaction, awareness and engagement can contribute significantly to an overall reduction in criminal activity, as well as other negative public safety hazards within a community and solutions to recurrent problems should be regularly examined to ensure the preservation and maintenance of a positive quality of life for ANC residents.

General Committee Goals

1. Act as a consistent and useful forum for residents to address criminal activity and public safety hazards within their neighborhood.

a. Invite and solicit feedback on recent crime and public safety concerns of ANC residents

b. Provide a forum in which neighbors can discuss general concerns related to crime in a cohesive manner, and organize their approach to Metropolitan Police Department’s monthly Police Service Area meetings. Care will be taken to not duplicate the PSA meeting purpose or overburden police staff by requiring attendance at the PSC meeting.

2. Review proposed legislation, new public safety policies and directives to determine possible impact on our neighborhoods.

a. Advocate for community concerns related to recurring and persistent public safety issues, and to provide consistent feedback to ANC Commissioners in order to elevate issues when needed.

b. Monitor and report on any relevant Council Public Safety Committee activities.

c. As requested by the ANC, participate in Council roundtables, hearings, etc.

d. To advise and recommend to the ANC policy changes and legislative actions that will lead to more effective policing and greater public safety.
3. Monitor and report on a monthly basis crime statistics and patterns within the ANC

a. Provide a liaison to the MPD PSA officials to address monthly patterns in criminal activity

b. Provide monthly reports to the ANC on such statistics, discussions with PSA officials, and suggestions for ANC action, when needed

4. Identify and address social and environmental contributions to reduced public safety in our neighborhood, including

a. Promoting positive youth outlets and activities within the ANC

b. Identifying environmental promotion of crime, including lighting and public space use  

c. Ensuring our community is proactively secure, including fire hydrants, alleyway clearance for emergency vehicles, etc.

5. Coordinate activity with other related ANC Committees for agenda items within their purview that directly relate to neighborhood safety 

a. Work with the Vacant Property Taskforce to address specific instances of criminal activity and public safety concerns related to nuisance properties in the ANC
b. Work with the Alcohol Beverage Committee to report on criminal activity associated with establishments that sell or serve alcohol within the ANC, and provide formal reports on each establishment for Committee consideration during license renewal , exemptions and other related actions

c. Work with the Transportation and Public Space committee to address public safety concerns related to activity, condition and environment of our neighborhood schools, public spaces, streets and alleyways

6. Work with various DC agencies through formal and informal correspondence and coordination of efforts

a. Provide a neighborhood conduit for fire safety initiatives of DC Fire and Emergency Medical Services, including the Smoke Alarm Verification and Utilization program

b. Request DC FEMS fire code inspections of residential and commercial concerns in the neighborhood

c. Work with MPD and FEMS related to firework activity within the ANC

d. Work with DC WASA to re-evaluate and monitor the working condition of fire hydrants within the neighborhood

Preliminary 2009 Committee Objectives

1. Improve neighborhood responsiveness of PSA officials

2. Review positive outlets and youth activities within the ANC, work with the Outreach

7. Committee to promote these happenings, and identify opportunities for increased youth activities, particularly during summer months

3. Identify and elevate spikes in crime within the ANC, address these issues in monthly PSA meetings, and elevate to the full Commission for further action when necessary

4. Plan for and re-commission a full review of ANC fire safety inspections, including voluntary fire code inspections of ANC public buildings, stores and restaurants

5. Work with the Alcoholic Beverage Committee to review public safety elements of Voluntary Agreements during the comprehensive review of the VAs.
