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Grant Request Application Form

1. Date of Application





2. Date of Project or Activity



4/18/ 2012





 6/1/2012
3. Applicant Organization Name and Address

PTones Records (Sherwood Recreation Center)

640 10th St NE

Washington D.C.

4. Contact Name 





5. Title

Oren Rosenbaum 





CEO/Chairman

6. Address (if different from above)

7. Telephone






8. Fax

    (347)850-2426

9. E-mail Address

oren@ptonesrecords.com 

10. Brief Description of Proposed Project/Activity

P’Tones Records is a nationwide non-profit after-school music program that targets at-risk teens from disadvantaged neighborhoods.  PTones partners with local community centers to offer the students free access to semi-professional recording studios that are operated by trained interns.

Mission: TO CREATE CONSTRUCTIVE OPPORTUNITIES FOR URBAN YOUTH THROUGH NO-COST AFTER SCHOOL RECORDING STUDIO MUSIC PROGRAMS

11. Projected Total Cost  




12. Amount Requested


$
12000




     

$5000
13. Other Sources of Funding (be specific, provide names)

Wahlberg Youth Foundation, 

14. Statement of Benefit (detailed description of project or activity, who will benefit and in what way)

P’Tones Records, a 501c3 organization, has established an after-school music program at the Sherwood Recreation Center. This program is geared towards educating participants aged 14-19 who reside in the DC 6A area in every aspect of the creation, production, and distribution of commercial music. These teens are some of the most underserved in the country and have limited access to quality after school programs. As such, P’Tones is also an alternative to any current and more traditional after-school programs in that it provides the facilities, training, and support for teens looking to develop marketable skills in a dynamic industry in which many of them have marked interest. It’s no mystery that the music industry holds a strong allure for many American urban youths. However, for most in the 6A neighborhood, working professionally in the music industry is more of a dream than an actual feasible reality. P’Tones gives them the tools and the training they desire to make this dream more attainable. The benefits of after-school programs have been well-documented, from increased achievement and participation in formal education to the simple fact that structured after-school programs keep urban youths away from temptations such as drug use, gang memberships, and other risky activities. The benefits of music programs have also been well-documented and proclaimed by everybody from Barack Obama to such national organizations as Save The Music. 

P’Tones Records, a 501c3 organization, has established an after-school music program at the Sherwood Recreation Center. This program is geared towards educating participants aged 14-19 who reside in the DC 6A area in every aspect of the creation, production, and distribution of commercial music. These teens are some of the most underserved in the country and have limited access to quality after school programs. As such, P’Tones is also an alternative to any current and more traditional after-school programs in that it provides the facilities, training, and support for teens looking to develop marketable skills in a dynamic industry in which many of them have marked interest. It’s no mystery that the music industry holds a strong allure for many American urban youths. However, for most in the 6A neighborhood, working professionally in the music industry is more of a dream than an actual feasible reality. P’Tones gives them the tools and the training they desire to make this dream more attainable. The benefits of after-school programs have been well-documented, from increased achievement and participation in formal education to the simple fact that structured after-school programs keep urban youths away from temptations such as drug use, gang memberships, and other risky activities. The benefits of music programs have also been well-documented and proclaimed by everybody from Barack Obama to such national organizations as Save The Music. P’Tones is the best of both worlds and, even more, offers an alternative to traditional school music band programs which may not appeal to an urban youth chiefly entertained by and interested in pop and hip-hop music creation, production and distribution, including such aspects as A&R, audio and video production, marketing and promotions, graphic design, and sound engineering.

P’Tones Records has developed a nationally-acclaimed program in which our interns work collaboratively with the students throughout the semester to produce fully mastered audio tracks, cover/track designs, webisodes, new media campaigns, and a music video. The program provides teens insight into and experience with the business and creative rigors of the music industry as well as helps teens to build skills which are easily transferrable to real world endeavors and, in many cases, into college curricula. Some examples of such skills are product development, promotion, marketing, merchandising, team-management, and distribution. On top of the skills developed and the fulfillment that comes from pursuing a professional interest, students will also have an opportunity to meet the DC spokespeople for P’Tones, a list of which includes Kevin Durant, Wale, Kenny Burns and several others. This program builds on previous support of musical programs in the ANC 6A neighborhood but is not limited by such factors as where the residents attend secondary school and will be a very strong complement to already-extant youth and after-school music programs. For example, one way we receive new participants is via extant relationships with music instructors at and affiliated with Eastern Secondary High School. If they have a student with promise and desire to pursue professional music production, they will submit the student to us. We also have fliers in local community centers as well as other Primary and Secondary schools which service 6A residents. These recruiting measures nearly guarantee that the participants be from the 6A neighborhood as they are already using facilities and/or involved in community organizations operating in and for 6A members. We also cross-check the address on all applications to ensure that the participant is, in fact, from neighborhood 6A and as such ensure any benefits from an ANC-6A grant will go to 6A residents.

P’Tones is run entirely by volunteers and college interns. Prospective volunteers are sent from our partners at local universities. All volunteers fill out the P’Tones application, which included the DC volunteer screening form and finger prints. After a satisfactory application they are brought in for interviews, last year yielding 18 interns. We are looking to expand this year as the addition of new equipment will allow.

Below are the average numbers culled from our other national P’Tones programs. With these requested funds we plan to meet and possibly exceed these numbers with the ANC 6A program this year:

Number of teens served per fiscal year: 60-80

Number of paid staff:  0   

Number of volunteers: 40 (one full time)

Grant funds will be used to purchase required music equipment ranging from a soundboard to microphones. Last year we had 60 participants in the program, operating out of the Sherwood Recreation Center under the supervision of Raphael Marshall who has graciously pledged to continue providing not only locked storage for all our equipment but also dedicated space in which we can continue to house such items as our sound-proof booths, sound boards, and production software.  While we were able to run a successful program last year with older gear, to better serve more youths in the area we need more and newer gear. The program has been a tremendous success so far and we hope to keep the program going with your help.

LINE ITEM BUDGET: 

	PC Computers
	4
	400
	1600
	

	Korg Triton
	1
	2000
	2000
	

	Mbox
	1
	600
	600
	

	Headphones
	4
	100
	400
	

	Midi-Keyboard
	1
	400
	400
	

	Microphone
	1
	300
	300
	

	PreSonus Mic Controller & Pre Amp
	1
	900
	900
	

	Camera
	1
	200
	200
	

	Music Production Software
	3
	300
	900
	

	Sound Mixer
	1
	400
	400
	

	MPD
	2
	200
	400
	

	Speaker Monitors + Subwoofer
	3
	300
	900
	

	Transportation
	
	
	1000
	

	Couch
	
	
	400
	

	Misc (snacks, CD’s, office and P&R costs)
	
	
	1600
	

	
	
	
	12000
	


The total requested funds add up to $12,000. This, minus the $7,000 which has already been committed by Wahlberg Youth Foundation, leaves a need for $5,000 in additional funds to allow P’Tones to not only continue our work but also expand how many young men and women of the community we can benefit. This $5,000 has been allocated per the above emboldened items. These are all in addition to or upgrade for any and all items we already possess.

