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Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6A

Single Member District 6A-02
815 F Street, NE

Washington, DC 2002

[image: image2.wmf] 



November 22, 2003

Sarah J. Woodhead

Director, Office of Facilities Management

District of Columbia Public Schools

1709 3rd Street, NE

Washington, DC 20002

Re: Prospect/Goding Learning Center (920 F St. NE, bordered by 9th and 10th Streets)

Ms. Sarah Woodhead,


As single member district representative, I have grave concerns about the lack of progress at the Prospect/Goding Learning Center:  A wall-replacement project has languished for two years with little urgency for completion; the site is an ongoing magnet for crime, including an October shooting on school grounds, loitering, drug dealing, prostitution and vagrancy; and oversight from school staff and other parties has been poor to nonexistent. 

The school’s neighborhood residents have spent hours over many months working with District of Columbia Public School officials (some of whom had never visited school), the Army Corps of Engineers, the Mayor’s office, the DC School Board and the Metropolitan Police Department to draw attention to this problem, which falls under your oversight.  

The situation is in crisis and demands clear guidance and a definitive completion timeline.  The recently opened Sherwood Recreation Center shares a common property line with this dangerous school. The outdoor basketball court abuts school property.  Our children are at risk.  How long before a child falls victim to the illegal drug use, prostitution and gang-related fights taking place regularly at Goding/Prospect?  Please take notice of this explosive situation. 

Specifically, the community has requested the following action steps:

(1) Light Maintenance - broken lights must be continually replaced to deter criminal activity.

(2) Temporary Fence - expedite temporary fence, encasing all low walls and dark, grassy areas that draw criminals.

(3) Permanent Fence - should be attractive and in tune with neighborhood aesthetics and deter access to the grounds after hours. 

(4) Ongoing Security Patrols - school security, working with DC Police, should establish ongoing school patrols during hot spot times of 3 p.m. and 12 a.m. 

(5) Project Completion - ever-changing completion date needs to be firmly established and met, with fines for noncompliance.

I am requesting that your office provide a written monthly update no later than the 5th of each month to circulate to the community. The community has been in the dark and suffering from this for far too long.  By having this communication, we can work together to open the second jewel of our neighborhood — a safe school next to a beautiful recreation center.

Respectfully yours,

//original signed//
Joseph Fengler, Commissioner

fengler6a02@yahoo.com
202-423-8868

cc: 
Councilmember Sharon Ambrose


Councilmember Kevin Chavous


Tommy Wells, DC Board of Education


Lt. Ronald Netter, PSA 510
For more information about our Commission – please visit our website at www.anc6a.org
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