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Schools & Libraries Committee Report

July 5, 2006

7 pm, Miner Elementary School

Present

Committee Members: Richard Carlson (6A04); Lisa Turner (6A04); Marc Borbely (co-chair, 6A06); Audra LeBlanc (6A06); Mfon Ibangha (co-chair, 6A08). Honorary Committee Members: Tommy Wells, school board member. Residents: Jesse Rauch (6A03).

Absent

André Taylor (6A03); Tony Hurst (6A05); Brenda Artis (6A07)
Eastern SHS Parking Lot

The Committee discussed the Eastern Senior High School PTA's efforts to get permission to raise funds by charging for the use of the school parking lot, during Nationals baseball games. (The Department of Consumer and Regulatory Affairs told the PTA in June 2005 that it would have to apply for a special exception from the Board of Zoning Adjustment, among other things.)

Tommy Wells suggested that instead of trying to run its own parking lot, Eastern or its PTA could enter into an agreement with a private parking lot operator (such as the one that operates the other lots used during Nationals games) leases the parking area from DCPS, for games where parking availability is insufficient in other lots -- with the lease payments going to Eastern. This would allow Eastern and the PTA to avoid legal liability for operating the lot; it would also provide for a cleaner arrangement for flow of funds, so the school and PTA wouldn't have to engage in extensive bookkeeping. Ms. LeBlanc suggested that the lot could be used even if there are spaces available elsewhere (drivers could be encouraged to park at Eastern to support the school, for example).

After some discussion, the committee recommended unanimously that the ANC support efforts by the Eastern PTA to pursue this approach. Tommy Wells said he would be glad to lend his support to such an approach as well. He also committed to doing whatever he could to obtain school board agreement, if necessary, that any lease payments for the use of Eastern's parking lot be made available to Eastern.

Mr. Carlson will contact John Gibson, president of the Eastern PTA, to see whether this approach would work for the PTA. Commissioner Ibangha will contact Mark Tuohey, head of the Sports and Entertainment Commission, to discuss the feasibility of this plan: is the SEC willing to broker such an agreement with the parking lot operator? Mr. Carlson will also investigate whether the SEC or Clark Construction or another large company might give a significant grant to Eastern, to fix up its baseball field or fund its band.

Principal Turnover / Future of Eastern / Maury Pre-K

Mr. Wells said Gibbs is getting a new principal. The interim/acting principals at Miner and Eastern will likely remain at those schools the next school year.

Mr. Wells said that he is hoping that the new nonprofit organization EdBuild will work with the Superintendent to raise funds to pay for an overhaul of Eastern, managed by a company that helps public school systems establish Boston Latin schools. He said EdBuild is no longer tied to a charter school reform model. He said he expects the coming year at Eastern to be a planning year, for a subsequent overhaul.

Mr. Wells said Maury is trying to get a second 3-year-old program.

[whereupon Mr. Wells departed.]

School Reports

· Maury: Mr. Hurst sent an e-mail reporting on a PTA meeting, and on his conversations with teachers and staff, on how the ANC and neighbors can help the school. He said staff and teachers are open to getting as much ANC help as possible. He said that teachers reported that filling out a survey would be difficult at the end of the school year. They said that the school's biggest need is help with fundraising. The PTA has a total budget of $200 at the moment. There may be a fall auction, in which case ANC assistance in outreach would be extremely valuable. The teachers said there would be other volunteer opportunities, such as reading to children, but there are already many others who volunteer to do that. They said tutoring might be difficult to set up; there is already an active chess club, as well as other after school activities. They will provide lists of supplies that would be useful in art or other classes. Commissioner Ibangha reminded the committee that the ANC is not permitted to raise more than $1,000 from any single source, without obtaining specific Council approval.

The committee recommended, unanimously, that the ANC send a letter to Maury's principal and PTA president, offering the ANC's assistance with outreach to neighbors, for any fundraising events planned for the fall. 

· Eliot: Ms. LeBlanc reported that she had spoken with an assistant principal at Eliot. The assistant principal said that one of the school's main frustrations is its declining enrollment, which results in budget cuts. Ms. Turner described some of the ways Two Rivers Public Charter School markets itself and reaches out to prospective parents, to encourage applications: there is a press team of parents that visit supermarkets and set up recruiting tables; there are brochures about the school that are put in libraries and gyms; the school holds open houses regularly; there are frequent ads and notices in the Hill Rag and Voice of the Hill; the school gives tours to parents. Ms. Turner said such efforts have clearly been paying off, in terms of numbers of applications.

Review of Committee Goals

The committee reviewed its "Committee Goals 2006" document.

Ms. Turner agreed to serve as the committee's liaison to Prospect Learning Center, at 10th and F. Each school liaison will find out, for their school: 1) who the newly elected PTA members are, 2) who the newly elected and appointed Local School Restructuring Team members are; and 3) when the PTA and LSRT will be meeting, over the next school year.

Mr. Rauch, with Mr. Hurst's assistance, will explore possibilities for helping to set up a "large" school/community event at one of the schools.

Neighbor Volunteer Survey

Mr. Rauch suggested that the committee seek a principal's permission to attend the first staff meeting of the school year, and solicit survey responses from teachers there. Ms. Turner suggested offering some type of coupon or gift certificate as a reward to teachers completing the survey. This would help build goodwill. Ms. LeBlanc and Mr. Rauch will reach out to businesses, such as nearby pizza places, to try to find coupons or gift certificates for teachers. 

DC Menu Education and Labeling Act

This item was tabled, as the committee still has received no details, from supporters or opponents, about this proposed legislation.

Next Meeting

The committee agreed to schedule a summer break and cancel its regular July meeting. The next committee meeting will be on Wednesday, August 23.

Respectfully submitted by Marc Borbely
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