REPORT OF THE 
SCHOOLS COMMITTEE 

OF ANC 6A

Miner Elementary School

7 p.m., February 23, 2005


Present

Commissioners: Marc Borbely (6A06), co-chair, and Mfon Ibangha (6A08), co-chair.

Residents: Audra LeBlanc (6A06), Mary Spencer (6A06), Anthony Floyd (6A08), 
Rob Stephens (6A08), Lakeem Winborne (6A08).

Guests: Yolanda Odunsi (5B); Carolina Riveros-Ruenes (6B); Jessica Wodatch (6C); Michael Savoy (DC VOICE).

I. Two Rivers Public Charter School

Ms. Wodatch described and answered questions about Two Rivers Public Charter School, 1830 Constitution Ave. NE. She described the educational philosophy of the school (expeditionary learning and responsive classroom), the school’s program (offering visual arts, music and drama once a week), the school’s efforts to teach students Spanish, the school’s demographics (150 students; 53% black; 32% white; 8% more than 1 race; 7% Latino; 33% free/reduced-lunch), and the school’s admissions procedures (open citywide; lottery; preference only to siblings). Applications are due March 15.

She said contact with Eliot Junior High School, from which Two Rivers is leasing space, is still in its infancy. Two Rivers has a one-year lease; the school is doing everything it can to extend its lease.

She said Two Rivers would like to become a community center for the neighborhood; one idea: offering health screenings. Mr. Winborne, a Two Rivers parent, suggested that perhaps at some point when Two Rivers has a technology center, that area could be opened to the community.

Among Two Rivers’s needs: volunteers, money; donated art for an art show; parent volunteers to talk about living in D.C.; ideas for trips into the community; computers and other technology.

Ms. Wodatch invited neighbors to visit the school. She said the school has an Outreach Committee, whose meetings are open to the public; she encouraged participation with that committee.

II. DC VOICE

Mr. Savoy described his organization, DC VOICE, a “citywide collaborative committed to strengthening the public voice in public education.”

He stressed the importance of parent involvement in schools, including on Local School Restructuring Teams. He said his organization helps train parents and advocates so they can be well informed when they testify before policymaking bodies.

He described his organization’s “Ready Schools Project,” in which volunteers, including Ms. Spencer, visited classrooms and spoke with principals citywide this fall, to assess conditions in the schools.

III. School Reports

Ms. Spencer reported on her outreach efforts at Spingarn Senior High School. The following is her e-mail report, from her visit on 2/1/05:

I met only with Spingarn's PTA/Parent Coordinator, Ms. Rosalind Lyle, who was very

willing to share information regarding this school.

 

She indicated that the first and most important issue is parent involvement.  There is not

enough of the parents contributing and she wants very much to encourage this.

 

1. Monetary donations are always good, needed and would be appreciated.

 

2. Computers are needed.  They have just begun to organize the Parent Meeting Room and 

this is where the computers will be located.

 

3. Computer desks to accommodate the new computers.  

 

4. Tutors would be of great assistance.  

 

5. Community involvement where the community could come into the schools to help with

security and tutoring. (There is some problems with girls having identity crisis and bathrooms

having to be locked because girls have been approached in the bathrooms by these persons.)

 

6. Churches would add to the school with basic parenting sessions; tutorial programs; job

interviewing skills, etc.

 

Ms. Lyle said they provide year round workshops for parents and students, as well as

home visits when necessary.  This is another area that some community involvement

could be useful.

 

They also have a "recycle for cash" program, which they collect cell phones and cartridges 

and turn them in for currency.

 

They have a full-time nurse who recently passed out toothbrushes with dental floss. (This 

was good to hear since most DC schools have a nurse available only one or two days a 

week.)

 

Ms. Lyle was very interesting to speak with and is willing to work with the ANC however

we need for the betterment of Spingarn.  I would only need to contact her regarding our

meeting date and she will be happy to come if it fits her calendar.

IV. Moving Forward

The committee decided, by consensus, that Ms. Spencer would invite Ms. Lyle and the administration at Spingarn to the committee’s next meeting. Committee members will conduct outreach for the meeting within Spingarn’s attendance zone.

Ms. LeBlanc suggested asking not only the schools what they need from the community, but also community members what they would like from the schools. She volunteered to be in charge of an effort to reach out to Spingarn neighbors and parents, possibly going door to door, asking questions about the school.

V. Next Scheduled Schools Committee Meeting 

The committee’s next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, March 23, 2005, 7-9 p.m., at Miner Elementary School, 601 15th St. NE (15th and F NE).

Respectfully submitted by Mr. Borbely and Mr. Ibangha

